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Ilerbka u He IIeBeJLHYJCS B OTBET, XOTS MOHSJI, 4TO

0ymAT ero: Kak Xe ObLJOo He Y3HATH TOJIOC MaTeph —
BeAb TOJBKO OHA Bcerja ero 0yguiaa. Ax KaKad MATKasS U Tel-
Jasg MOAYIIKAa, KaK VIOTHO moj opesyaom! MaTh ellie 4To-TO roBO-
puiia, HO CJOBA €e C TPYAOM JOXOAWJU OO0 CO3BHAHUA CHIHA: €ro
CHOBa OKYTaJ, CBSA3aJ II0 PyKaM M HOraM COH, CJOBHO OOBOJIOKJIO
ITeTsKy mapHEIM MOJIOUHBIM TyMaHoOM. B Takue TyMaHBI YacTeHb-
KO YKPEIBAIOTCS II0 BeuepaM HHU3WHHBIE, B CTAMKaX OJNLXU U KpY-
WXHBE Oepera poJHoM peuku I'PUropKu IMocje TOro, Kak HAaKaJIUT
3EeMJII0 ¥ BOAY OCJIENUTeNBHOE — 1 He B3TJISHENIh Ha Hero — JIeT-
iiee coijHne. Ilpukpoercs peuka TYyMaHOM, CJOBHO IIYXOBOii
(IAJIFI0 HeBUAAHHOM AJAWHBI, A4 TAK U CIUT A0 TEPBBIX CTPEa-JIY-
ueif, KOTOphle KUHeT B Hee Ipofupaloiieecsi CKBO3bL 3y0UaTyio
CTEHKY Jleca YyTPEHHee COJIHIE.

]Ionmmaﬁca, ITerpynra, saBTpak ocThIHeT!
-l
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JIro6un IleTbka OKyHATBCA B TaKOi TyMaH, XOTd M JKYTKOBa-
TO, IIEKOTHO OBLJIO CHauyaja, Jaske IMUNAJO B HOCY, 3aTO — Kak
B CKasKe: BBITAHEIID BIIEPel PYKY — JAJOHU He BUAHO, U B NpPAT-
KU urpatb 3a6aBHO — GYATO ¢ 3aBA3AHHLIMHU IJIA3aMH XOAHUIIb...

Ho cerognsa TymaH XapKo ¥ JWUNKO AaBUJ Ha JIHIO, ILIEYH.
ITeThrke XOTENMOCH OTMAXHYTHCSI OT HETO.

— Bcragaii! Ilogu, ynpesa mog ofesaa0M-TO.

Temneps IleTbka OKOHYATENBHO MOHSAJ, YTO OH JAOMa, YTO Bpe-
MeHU yKe MHOro, a OH pasocmaJjicd, coMmuea. KomeuHo ke, HAJIo
BCTaBATh.

OH caepHyJ C TOJIOBBI OZesJO, NOTEp JAAOHAMH IIPUIIyXIlee
JUI0, oriagzesncd. MaTb — 3To mo BcemMy OBLIO BHIHO — TOPOIIH-
Jacbk: eH Iopa Ha KOaxo3Hyi0 depmy. Mars paboraeT TelATHH-
11eii, mpornajzaer TaM LEABIMH AHAMU. DToMy IleTbKa He yAHBIAT-
¢, BeIb eMy He pas3 BHYIIAJH, 4TO padoTa — rjaaBHOe B MKH3HH:
nepecTaHeT 4eJIOBEK paboraTh, XoTd 66l U HEHAJO0Jro,— JKHUBO 0e3
xneba u Ge3 TOPTOK MoKeT ocraThces. Ilostomy IleThka u yBa-
XKaJja paGoTy, HO Halle BCEero TakK, IIpo cebd, MoaYa — CAMOMY-TO
He Bcerga paboTaThk XOTENOCH.

Ho uto 06 sTOM paccyskaars? ITO B3pocJjble MHOTO o paboTe
TOBOPAT, & CaMH B3ABIXAIOT NIPH STOM HEIOHATHO IIoYeMy. A BO-
o0I11e-TO OHU CAMINKOM Ba’KHUYAIOT Aa MOYy4aTh JIOGAT.

— Bcrapa-aii!— eme pas, Temeps IIOCTPOKE, II04ajJa TOJOC
U3 KyXHU MaTh M J00aBuJa HACTABUTENBHO M obugHo ajsa Ilers-
Ku:— Jla He 3a6yAbp YMBITBCA XOPOILIEHBKO.

«Korpma onHa mpo yMbIBaHHE HAIIOMHHATh KOHYMUT?!-— paszipa-
*xeHHo moaymaa Ilerbka.— Byaro apyrux. sabor nery. Yero mo
IecATh-TO pas Ha AHIO yMmbIiBaThbca?» Belb OH cerogHsa yiKe HCKY-
najuca B I'puropke u eme He pas HCKYIaeTCA: B IOJAEHB — 005-
3aTEJIFHO M BeYepOM, KOrja BoJa OCO0eHHO Teljlafd W IpHUsiTHad.

ITerbka cepAuTO collesi, TIONIPABJISA TIOCTENb.

— OxyHp TBOIf Ha crone. Ilogu-Ka, BKyceH,— yiKe ¢ IIopora
CIIOKOMHO IIPOTOBOPUJIA MATh.

«OKyHB!»— ¢ pajgocThbi0 BcnomMHua IlerhKka M cpasdy B300OX-
puncsa. OH ycablma, KaK 3aXJONMHY.JIHUCh ABEPH, U elle Ooiblie
obpazoBaJjicsi, YTO MATh YILJa M He JajJa €My HHKaKHX [opy4e-
Huii, XoTenock IIOCKOpee MIAHYTh HAa OKYHA.

HepaskeHbKuii, TpaBia, OKYHHUIIKA KJIOHYJ CErogHA, Korja
Ha 3ape cufen Iletbka ¢ apyrom cBouM CeHBKOI y OODBIBUHKA,—
He «JaloTh», HO BCE Ke...

Ilerska paccuuTHIBAJ CETOAHSALIHMM yTPOM HAJOBHUTH OKYHEIA,
OTTOr0O M KpPIOUOK IIPUBA3aJ IIOHAAEKHee, HACAKHUBAJ JKUDHBIX
YyepBeH-A0KIeBUKOB, a TOILIABOK CABUHYJ Ha JIECKe TaK, YTOOHI
rPy3uio YHOCHJO K CaMOMY AHY, B TEMHYIO KYTKOBATYIO Iay0b,

4



rfje U ryjJdaeT OoKYHBE BMeCTe ¢ JIpYyrodl KpyHHO#, «Cepbe3HOoii»
pBIOOIL.

Bceero pas kawonyno y Ilersku. CopyuHMIO yIWJIHIIE, ITOC-
Jie TOro Kak IIOIJIABOK ITOlIeJ HBIPpOM, WM B3BMJICA HaJ IJaAbIO
oMyTa OKYHb. OX U CBEPKaHYJH OpBI3rM M 30J0TBEIE OKYHEBHIE
6orka. IIMIOXHYJICA OH B POCHCTYIO, TOMKE CBEPKAKILYIO HA COJHILE
TpaBy, sanpsirajg. Josro He mor IleTbka YHATH JpPOXE B pyKax.
Kpacusasa nomanacs pbl6HHA — 3€JIeHBIE M KpacHBIE IOJIOCH IILIU
nomepex ee Tejaa -— M XOTS MaJjoBaTa, a BCe JKe JJIUHHee JaJO0HMU.

Yro ke ¢ Hel caenasa MmMaTh? IleTbKa, KOHeuHO, caM HOYMC-
THJI ¥ BHIOTpOmHUJa OKYHA. Ho Kak OH Teleph IIPUTOTOBJIEH?
C uem? IleThKa npexelGper HaKa3oM MaTepu U, HE YMBIBaACh, 00-
CHUKOM, B OZHUX TPYCHUKAaX, IPUIIYCTUJ Ha KYXHIO,

OxyHBP KpacoBaJcd Ha TVIMHAHOM OJII0Je4Ke, NOBEepPXY — NOA-
sKapucTas opaHkeBad nmeHKa. IleTbKa 3aumMokas rybaMu, poT cpa-
3y HamoJHujcs chamoHoil. Jla, MaTh HcHekJa OKYHS B SUYHHIE,
Kak u oxugaia Ilerpra. OH OTIMUOHYJ HaJbllaMM KYCOUEK DBIOHI,
3aYEPOHYJA HOJHYIO JOKKY SUYHUIIEI U IOHAJ, YTO TAKOTO KYy-
LIaHbA OH ellie HUKOr/Ja He OTBEeIbIBaJi: OAHUM CJIOBOM — BKYCHS-
THHa, ob6belenue! 3acmeliuau, sameabkasu Hajg crojgom Ilers-
KHUHBI PYKH.

«Hago mnoJsydlile Hay4YUTHCA JIOBUTH, YTOGBI BCEM TaKOH eznbl
xBarajo: u matepu, u Koabke, u Jeny,— noaymana oH.— Uro xKe
TaKoe NMPUAYMAaTh, uToObl pBIGa uallle KaeBasa Ha yJaoury? He-
yaxenn g taroit Hweymexa? Mam npocro mHe He Bezer? Ho gomx-
HO JKe KOr/a-HUGYABb IOBE3TU II0-HACTOAIIEMY!s|

OH HaJHUJ B KPYXXKY MOJIOKA, OTIIUJ IIOJIOBUHY ¥ 3aJyMaliCcs.
Kaxoit Tonk B moaoke? Koneuno, oo BxycHoe. Ho ero xe Ko-
pPoOBa KaKABLIH JeHL JaeT: moaoiiau K Heil u gou. Bcerjga moxa-
ayiicra. A peI0y JIOBUTH HE TaK IIPOCTO.

JloBute pri6y ymen orew. JIas Hero 3to Gblio BpoJe zabaBhI.
Bechp feHL OH HaXOJUJICA B IIOJie C JIOMIAJABIO WUJIM CTy4YaJl TOIO-
poOM y capaeB. YcTraBaJ, KOHeYHO. A BeuepoM IJdgHET Ha CBOH
VIOYKH, IIOCTAaBJCHHBIE 34 KPBLIBIOM, 3ayJbibaeTcs, IPUMeETCA
nepe6UpaTh UX Ja OCMATPUBATEH U CKaXeT MaTePHU, CJIOBHO HU3BU-
HAACH 33 MAJBYUIIECTBO :

«Iloitay, sakuHy mapy pasa. Bapyr za... 1 orgoxHy 3a0zHO.
Kakx gymaems?» —«He sacurxkuBaiica TOJBKO JOTEMHa, KaK BYe-
pa»,—HapOYUTO CYPOBO CKAasKeT MaTh, a caMa yJbelbaerca emy
BCJem. '

Oren, u paj. Tak 3amaraer K peKe, CJJOBHO M He paboras Bechk
nenb. U ITeThka psagoM GEXUT CO CBOEH yxoil. ¥ HEro M 4YepBAKHU
B OaHKe C 3eMJeM Bcerja mpurnacenbl. Ho BOT Belb KaKas He3sa-
Jada: eABa B3aKUHET OTell CROM YAOYKM, IOIJIEBAB Ha YepBeii,
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npucsger Ha OepeskKoK Ja NPUIKMYPHT CBOM YJIBIGUMBEIEC IJIasa —
NOIIABKY ¥ HEro y:Ke sanasamyt, [leTbKUH Ke TOIJIABOK CJIOBHO B
Jien BMep3 — He KJIOeT y Hero, H Bce TYT, XOTh I1ayb. Ho B Ty
nopy IIAKATH He O4YeHb XOTeJOCh, Ja M HeLOCYT OBLIO: TOJBKO
ycrieBa OTHOBCKMX PBIOMH pasIIsIbIBATE M HAHU3BIBATHL HUX HAa
NPYTHK-KYKaH... A mocie Ilerbka Taiuua 3TOT KYKaH BAOJAL BCEH
JepeBHH K AOMY M CJBINIAJ, KaK BCce BCTpedyHble axaior. I pago-
BaThCS M TOPAUTHCA 3a OTI[A BTUXOMOJIKY ObLIO npuATHO. COB-
ceM HeJaBHO BCE 3TO OBIJO...

A cerogusa mocme yrpeHHeit poibasku Iletbxa nnakan, Ko-
HE4YHO, He TAKOH Yy IIOXOH MOomaJici OKYHb: BceX CeHLKHHBIX
BepXOIJIaBOK HepersaHer. Ho pasee TaKoro ImoiiMajg 6wl oTel!
A oTia HeT JOMa BOT YiKe IIeJblil roj — Ha BoilHe OH. M mepe-
CTaJi HPUXOIUTH OT HEro muchbma... Ilpumresn Ilerska ¢ peibaaku,
nouncTua oKyHs u Jer. llpocTto Tak npuier, cmnath BOBce HE XO-
TeJIOCh — KaKoil AypaK cuuT B Takoe BpeMma! Ho oxsaruaa Ilers-
Ky TPYCTHh IO OTIY. 3HAJ OH, YTO Ha (PPOHTE HUAYT TAMKeEJbie GO
U TIe-To TaM OberTcd ¢ (dammcraMu orel. PaHblle OH yacTo NHU-
caJj AoMoii, a Teneph mepecrat. llouemy?

Bupen Ilerbka, ¢ KaKoil TPeBOroH KJeT HOYTAJLOHIIY MATH,
Jaxie B JIHIE MeHAeTCH, Korjga Ta NMOAXOAHUT K JOoMY. 3amMeuad,
Kax mjiader MaTh TaiikoM or Hero M ot Koabku. Bugen Ilerbka,
YTO U el TNOCYpPOBeJI, COBCEM HepasroOBOPUYHUBHIM cTaj. [lBoe y
Jena Mpana ceiHoBeii: IleTbKuH oTenm u Opat ero gaga Muxaui.
Ha pmapio npuHecau IIOXOPOHHYIO elle 3uMoil, M ocraJjuch B ero
JoMe CHpPOTaMH TPH AEBOYKH, Tpu IleTHhKUHBI ABOIOPOJHEIE CECT-
pbl... CrpaliHO OBLIO U NOAYMATEH, YTO M C OTLIOM MOXKET CTpIC-
Tuch Oema. Kpemuica Ilerbka, a Ha Aylle CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE Tpe-
BOJKHee, Taxkeaee. TOCKIMBO M OAMHOKO OvLiIO eMy. M moTekau y
Iletbku cerogHamHUM yTpoMm cJiaesel. Janb eMy crago go Goau
ce0s, ¥ MaTh, 1 KoasKy, a Goabiite Bcero — orma. ¥ o6ugHo OnI-
JIO, 4YTO HHYero-ro He Moxker IleTrbKa mojesaTh, 4YTOGB XOTh
HEMHOJKKO IIOMOYb OTILY.

...JIeTbKa TOAHAJCA H3-3a c'rona, coBceM 3a0BIB IIPO OKYHS.
Hazo 6p1y10 uTo-TO JenarTh. XOTh M HEBasKHEIIKOe HAacTpPOeHue, HO
XHBIKAHbEEM I'OPI0 He ITOMOXKEellb — 3TO OH 3HAJI.

OH TpPHUBBIYHO IJIHHYJ B OKHO ¥ BcrmoMmuuja o Cenwnke. Bemor-
pencsa B CeHBKMH 3ayJIOK, HO HUYEro MHTEPECHOTO He YBHZAeN —
nycro Op1a0 B 3ayiaxe. CeHbKa ToKe, HaBepHOe, 3aBTpaKaJl HJH
craJ.

«YeMm Ke saHaThCH-TO? — pasaymbiBajl IleTbka, O6eclenbHO
6poxsa mo usGe. — Iloiitn K CeHblce‘? Ho moma y apyra Gessrnas-
HO CHAUT, NpHIKABIIMCH CIOHHOM K Ile4Ke, cTapas 6alKa, KOTo-
pad BeuyHO Itader. Taxkas y» y Hee 00Je€3Hb — TEKYT CJI€3bI JeHb
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M HOYb, TOJBKO yTUpPATh MX YycieBail. Oza BCe BpeMA U AEPIKHT
B pyKax IJI2TOK, 4To0bl yTHpaThca. HasepHoe, oT Takoii 6oJie3HU
6abka M cepauTa IMOCTOAHHO. Jla M oJeBaeTcs BO Bce YEeDHOe, 3a
YT0 NIPO3BaAJH €€ B.JepeBHe «MOHamKoi». He miobun IleTrka aTy
cTapyxy M OJM3KO K HeH MOoAXoZuTh ocreperajca. A CeHbKy
nraiidHe xKaJjea. MaTe y Apyra ymepJa ellle JO BOMHEI, a OTel Ha
¢poure. TpysHo munoch CeHbke ¢ Gabkoil, HeBeceso B CeHBKU-
HOI usbe, ¥ 3aXoauTh B Hee IleThKa He JOOMII.

Ho uem e sanarsca? BoT Beab KaKoe APAHHOE MOJIOMKEHUE—
coBceM HeueM. Takroe ceiiuac BpeMs, UTO ¥ KOJXO3HbBIH GpuUraiup
He HapsaeT pe6GAT HOMOYb B3pocabIM. JleH ysKe mponoJor, a
HaYMHATh CEHOKOC paHO: TpaBa MaJsosaTa. IIpaBma, Xoauau U B
Ty mopy pebsara B moamacku. Tam XOTh U IIPUXOAHUTCA ITOGETATH
3a TeJsgTaMM, HO 3aTO IIPUBOJBHO, 00e TebGe IIPUHOCAT, KaK B3pOC-
JOMy paGoTHUKY, ¥ OYeHb IPUSTHO IHATH CTAZ0 BeuepoM obpar-
HO, IMOTOMY YTO OYEHBb BAYKHO [AJIA JepPeBHU, KOrjJa BCS CKOTHHA
B c6bope u cbita. C yBasKeHHEM IJSAAAT B TaKWe MHHYTHI Ha TOJA-
nmacka Bce B3pociaele. Ho B mogmacku pebsaTa XOmAT II0 ouepesu,
Bcero pasa Tpu-yerbipe B Mecdal. o IlerbKuHOI ouepezu emie
JaJIeKo.

I'pagku B cBoell 3aropojie TosKe IporioJorel. IlonuBats Kalyc-
TY M Oorypusl noJsaraercda BedepoMm. [la u sadem mosuBaTh celi-
yac, ecJM K Beuepy, MOKeT, ZOKAb Ipoiizer. Uaru B Jec — Tak
He TocheyaHu emle HM rpubbl, HW Arogbl. Hy cOBepieHHO Hevero
651510 nenats Ilerpke B 3TO yTpO.

MosxHOo 6b1, KOHEeUHO, IMOHTHM Ha I'PUropkry ¢ 6GoJBHION KOD-
3UHOM M JIOBHTH pEIOY. HO Ha Takoe mges0 He XOOAT B OAHHOUYKY.
TaM HaZlo OLHOMY [ep!KaTh KOP3HHY, NPHKHUMAA €e K DPEeYHOMY
JAHY, IPYTOMY — 3arOHATH B Hee puIfy M3 THHEBI U U3-1I0J TpUGpex-
HBIX KYCTOB M KOpAr, a TPeTbeMy — HATH BCJeJ 3a pHIGOJIOBAMU
o Gepery, nepeTacKHBaTh C Me€CTa Ha MECTO HX OJIEKOHKY, IOJ-
6UpaTh U CKJAALIBATH B TOPOY YJIOB.

Ilerbka cenm ma JaBKY M 3aaymajica. M mokasasocs eMmy, UTO
IIPOIIOJIKa Ja pmbasiKa — BCe 9TO NMYCTSKH IIO0 CPAaBHEHHUIO € Ca-
MbIM rJiaBHBIM. Bepgp celivac BoiiHa, CTpamiHag H TAMKeIad,—
TaK BC€ I'OBOPAT, HApPOJAHAfA BOHHA, oTedecTBeHHas, Kaxabiii ceii-
Yyac Bce oTfAaer AnA mobeanl, MHorue Aaxke norubaror. A IleTbka
6esgensHuyaer. B-p-p! CreigHO U 06HAHO.

A Beigb ecThb ke cpeJM NapTH3aH TaKWe BOT, KaK OH, pedsarTa.
U Tleroka He crpycusn 661, Mor 66l OH ¥ B OKoIle CH/JETh, CTPO-
YUTh N0 3aXBaTUYMKAM H3.aBTOMAaTa, YTOOBl BaJIMJIHNCh OHH Ha 3€M-
JII0 M HUKOrja Goublile He NMOZHMMAaNUCh. IIpaBra, 10JpOCTKOB B
apmuo He OepyT mamke HoOpomouaslnamu. Ho Beas sTo HeNpaBUJIb-
Ho! CKOJBKO OB1JIO caydYaeB, KOrJa MaJILYMIIKHM 3J0POBO IIOMOra-
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¥ BOEHHBIM, BBIpYyYaJH HUX U3 TPYAHOro mnojoxenus. He pas
yuran IleTbka 06 3TOM B KHHUraX...

«Xopomo 0wl HaiiTM Ha QpoHTe OTIA,— AYyMaJ OH, TOPONIS
MBICJIN U APKO IPEJACTABJAAA cede BO3MOMKHBIE COOBITHS.— IloMo-
raTh Obl OTHY, XOTSA OBl NATPOHBI €My HOAHOCUTH WUJIU 00Gen B KO-
Tenke... U eme: a Obl BEICJeAUWZ TOro (pamIucTa, KOTOPHIA B3AY-
MaJ OBl MEeJUTHCA B OTIA, BHICJEAUJ M omepeiuns O6bI BPAKUHY —
YJIOMKUJ €ro TOYHBIM BBICTPEJOM... i1 B pasBegKy OBbI ITOMIPOCHJI-
ca cxoauTh. ITanaHaM »Ke 3TO Jlerye — Ha HUX MeHblIe oOpala-
IOT BHUMaHusd... Ho rimaBHOe — nomacth Ha ¢pour. K sromy Hago
IOATOTOBUTHCA, TPOAYMATh IJaH AeicTeuil. [la u cHapaxeHUe
Kol-KaKkoe moTpedyercss B JOPOry».

HacroposkenHoii moxoakoit IleTbka Iomen mo AOMY, Halps-
JKEeHHO Pa3MBILIAAA, YTO CJHEeAYeT B3ATH C CO0OIi.

— Carroru ecTh, ellle KpernKue,— THXO CKas3al OH caM cebe
U 3aTHyJ Ha JIeBOH pyke oAuH naneu.—Ilupxax, mraHel, pyba-
XU — ToxKe B nopaaxe. Hamen u nomes.— OH 3ar”HyJs eile TpPH
najgbna.— A ¢ mAanxkoif gejo miuaoxo.

Brina y Hero Haje:XHAd KenmKa, HO IOCJe HOMKIA «cejas, He
Jie3eT Ha ToJIOBY. A B MarasuHax KeHmoK He cTaJjo. JleTom MaTh
3aCTaBissa ero HocuUThk Oenyio maHamMiky. Ho He B maHamke Ke
ABNAThCA Ha GpoHT! 3acMeroT ¥ OTHPABAT O0GPATHO...

U tyr IleTbKa BCIOMHUJI, YTO B HMIKHEM AIINKe KOMOJa, Ije
JIEKUT BCAKOE CTapbhe, XpPaHUTCSI OYJAeHOBKA, B KOTOPOIX BEpHYJICA -
C rpaXJaHCKOil BOHHBI ero ged. Cinra oHa W3 CEpPO-3€JI€HOr0
CYKHa, HEMHOTO KECTKOBATA CHAPYKM, HO C MATKOH NOAKJan-
KOH, ¢ KPIOUKAMH-3aCTeRKKaAMH y HOA0OpPOAKA M OOJIBIIOH MaJu-
HOBOI1 3Be3/0ii cIlepefaH.

IleTska OBICTPO BHIABHHYJ AIIMK M HAYAJ PBITHCA B HeM. By-
JeHOBKAa OKasaJjach Ha caMoMm AHe. Om 6epesXHO B3dAJ ee, pasrja-
OUJ JaJOHAMH CKJAJKH, 3amr0060Bajica 3Besnoil. IloTom oCcTOpOXK-
HO NpuMepHJ ee. ByneHOBKa oKasajach eMy He CJUIIKOM BEJHKA.
C samilpalomuM cepjlleM IOAOINeJ] OH K 3epKaJy ¥ 3aMep B BOC-
xumennn. V3 3epkasia Ha HEro riagjges CTPOMHEBIN MoJI0Z0H Kpac-
Hoapmeell ¢ NINPOKO paclaxXHYTHIMU OTYaAHHBIMH rJa3aMu, 06Jex-
HEI, HO TOTOBBLIM K CAMOMY JKECTOKOMY CPasKkeHHIO.

«Bce! — pemun Ilerbka, ciblima, Kak 6eryT mo Teay Mypaill-
ku.— Jlyuire rosioBHOro y6opa M He NpUAYMATh. BO3bMY HOMKUK,
CMHYKY U APYTyI0 MeJouyb — ¥ B nyTh. Hago Gyner ellle BellleBOit
Me€IIOK cOoOpyAuTh u3 dero-Hubyab. Ho aro mycrak. Bor ¢ xap-
YUIIKAMH IIOTPyJAHEe, BeAb UX HAA0 OyAer NPUXBATUTH AHA Ha
TpU-UeThIpe, IIOKa He J00epychk D0 GpPOHTA M IIOKA HE IIOCTABAT
‘MEHS Ha IIOJIHO€ BOEHHOe J0BOJIbCTBHE. MOKHO, KOHeUHO, YHECTH
TAHKOM KapaBail xJe6a, HO OJHUM XJieGOM cBIT He OyZelllb, HaAO
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emie 4YTo-TO IPHAYMAaTh... Tpebyercsa cepbesHasd, HO GhICTpas MOJ-
roroBKka. ¥ utTo6m HUKTO Huuero He sHaj. TaiiHa! Iommeitmmas
TaliHa»,— CTPOro 3aKJIOYMJ OH, CJOBHO IIpHKasaJ caM cebe.

N Tyr oH B3ApPOrHYJ, YCABINIAB, KaK CKPHIHYJIa ABepb. Ilo-
cnemHo obGepHyJicd, 3a6bIB IIpo OyZeHOBKY Ha roJjose. B usby
KTo-T0 3amesa. Ho KTo? IleThKa peIIMTENBHO WIATHYJA B CEHU...

2

¥ mopora crosa Ceupka. Ho uro ¢ apyrom? Ilouemy oH mno-
MATUICH, yAAPUJCA COMHOHA O ABepb M 4UyTh He yIlaJ Ha Iopor?
Ha auume — ucnyr, poT pacKphIT U rjasa 4yKue...

— A rge?..— npomamiaua CeHBKa, HO TYT K€ OKOHYATEJIBHO
opoben u KMHYJCSA BOH. IleThKa cjblmiaJj, Kak GbLICTPO IIPOTONAJH
no Kpeiably CeHbKMHBI nATKU. Y Bapyr mousan: CeHbKa He y3-
HAJ ero B 9TOH Oy/eHOBKe, B3BOJHOBAHHOro u O6yATo OBI BBIpOC-
1ero 4yTh JM He Ha IoJMeTpa. XO0TeJOCh 3aX0XO0TaTh, HO ¥ ADPY-
ra crajio kaaxo. Ha u cam IleTeka Bpoge 6bI TOXKe UEro-to uc-
nyrajicd. )

— Cenbka-a! 9To s-al— Bo Bech romoc 3aopaJ OH, GpocUB-
HIuch BeJief, 3a ApyroM. TolbKO B ceHAX OH CHOBA BCIIOMHHJ IIPO
OyZeHOBKY, 0eromM OTHeC ee B H30y, IOJIOMKHJI HAa CTApoe MeCTO
U IyCcTHJICA AOrOHATL CeHBKY.

CeHbKa CTOSAJN TOCPENMH YJIWUILHI, HETOYMEHHO cMoTpes B IleTh-
KUH 3ayJIOK ¥ IIoYechIBaJ MaKymKy. Taxkaa yx IpHUBBIUKa OblLIa
Y Hero: HCIOyraercs 4ero-HuOyAb HJIH 3aJyMaeTrca — o06s3aTesb-
HO 3alyCTHUT NATEPHIO B BOJIOCHL

— 910 Ke g, uyzuiao!— BcKpuuaJs, nojaberagd K HeEMY
ITerska.

CenbKa TifAfes pacTepsHHO U ¢ 00uzIo# TO B IleThbKUHBI KaK
6yaTo ObI yecTHBIE IJIa3a, TO B 3ayJiok IleTbKuHOrO zoMa.

— BuKy, 4T0o 5TO THI. A TaM-TO KTO, B usbe-To? — HaKOHeI]
BBITOBODHJI OH.

— Jla s u 6pl1. TosBKO B mijgeMe. A THL..— ¢ HaCMELIKOH
nporopopus IleTbKa, HO TYT e OCeKcT M YMOJK. EMy IIokKasa-
JIOCh, UTO OH Y€ MOYTH BEIZAJ CBOIO Taiiny, uro CeHBKa Telnephb
060 BceM gorazgajica. U om samrentan CeHbKke Ha yXO:

— HuxoMy HU CJOBa, 4TO BUJEJ MeHsS B GyJeHOBKe, IOHAJI?
A TO A Bceil AepeBHe pacCKasKky, KaK Thl MeHd He y3HaJ U cTpe-
KaHyJ CcO cTpaxy u3 usbbl. 3acMeIoT.

Ceunka pacrepaHHO MoJuay. OH HHYEro He MOHUMAJI.

— IHycte sTO0 6Gymer Memxay Hamu,— npomienrtan IleTbra.—
TyT ecTh vy MeHA ofHa TaiiHa. Ho u Tel Bmpocak momaJj. Tak 4To
TIOMAaJIKUBAMH.
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— A 3zauyem 310 ThI?— THX0 cupocun Censka.— B Boiiny
urpan?

— Yyauno 7Tl — npesputensHo oreetua IleTeka. — «Hr-
pan»!l.. f He mManeHBKHUIH, YTO6GBI MUIPaATh.

— A MeH# npumemrb? — HeOXKHUIAHHO crpocus CeHBKa.

— Kyna?

— [Ha B urpy-ro...

YV IleTbkM Jake KyJAKM CIKAJUCH OT HErOLOBAHHH.

— He urpa ato. ITocepnesHee...— ¢ YYBCTBOM IPEBOCXOJCTBA
Haj ApPYroM CKa3aJ OH.

— Hy u urol— yxe cmenmee npocun Cenbka.— Bce paBHO
npumu. Yero teGe oguomy-ro? Hemurepecmo. A mHe ¢ 6a6Koii,
4YTO JiU, B BOMHY UTpaTh.

ITerbry emie Goabllle pa303JUIO0 HalmoMHMHaHHe o 6abke. Ho
JAyMaJl OH BCE O TOM JKe.

«A uyTo ecam BABoeM?-— MEJbLKHYJAa Yy HEro pajocTHasf
MbBICIb.— BaBoem gmasxe snydmie. T'oe Hago — BRIDYYMM APYr ApY-
ra. Ogun OGyzer cnaTh, JPYro — KapayJaUTh.

— Ilomnn,— TauncTBeHHO nporosopus Ilereka. M, me orad-
IbIBasCh, MOYTH T0GENaa K BHITOPOAKE — MOJIOAOMY €JOBOMY
Jecy, KOTOPBIH HAYMHAJCHA CPa3y Ke Yy OKOJIMIBL.

JApysea MUHOBaiM KpaiiHHe capad, B MUHYTY HepPeceKJH Jy-
KOK H BCTYHHJIH B MOJIONOH eJbHHMK. TyT HaZo 6BIJI0O MATH HO-
OCTOPOKHEE: HOTH KOJIOJO CYXHMM HUTOJKaMH, CYyYbIMU...

B necy 6b170 TMX0 M TamHcTBeHHO. EJKHM, pacnymiMBiIne Jall-
KU C HEXHBIMH MOJOABIMM I0o0eraMM Ha KOHIAX, BBITVISIEIU
NPUHAPAZUBIIMMHUCA MojogunamMu. OHH CJIOBHO YJanIGasUCh, TPH-
BeTcTBys pebar. Tuxwmii, egBa JOCTYIHBIA CAYXY IUIEJECT HamoJ-
Haa BbIropogky. C Heba jmaach CoJMHEUYHAs TeIlIblHb. Y1 HMKaKO-
ro petTepka. PebaTa He ciaBIIIaIH HH FOMOHA JADO3J0B, HHU CTpe-
KOTa KY3HEYMKOB, KOTOpPBbI€ BBINDBLICHBAJIM WU3-IIOJ HOT M IIOBH-
caJii, Kayafich, Ha JeCTKUX crnuilax 6enoyca. M pebaram Tpya-
HO OBIJIO IJOBEPHTH, YTO B KAKOH-TO COTHEe KHJIOMETPOB OT 3TOr0
MUPHOrO Jjleca IpoJieraetT JUHHUS (pPOHTA, T'Ae PBYTCA CHApPAZLLI,
BLIOGUBAIOT APOCTHYIO APOOL IyJieMeThl, CTPOYAT aBTOMATHI, TIe
FUGHYT JIOAW U T/le CPaKalTcA UX OTIHL..

Hakouen OoHM BHICKOYHJH Ha IOJSAHY, CHpPATABIIYIOCSI B ca-
Moif cepeauHe BhIropoaku. Iletbka ¢ xopy OyxHyscs Ha MAr-
KyI0 KOYKy, ycaaua nepes co6oit CeHbKy H emle pas CTpPOro mo-
Tagaen emy B rasa.

— §I pemuiy, — HaYaJ OH HECBOMM rOJIOCOM M yMOJK. UTO-TO
3aCTPAJIO ¥ HEro B ropje, MEIIajo T'OBOPUTE.

— Yro pemmun?-— npouentan CeHbKa, 3a4eM-TO OTJIsAAbIBa-
fCb II0 CTOPOHAM H IIoJCaKuBafAch 6JIUKe K APYry.
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— Tnaau Ha MeHA TPAMO U KJASHHCH, YTO HHYErO0 HUKOMY
He CKajKellib!— TOPKECTBEHHO M BasXHO mnporosopua Ilerska,
npomo'mB KOMOK B ropJe.

— MHax a1 yx gasaa tebe cJ0BO. Hy, KJIAHYCh,— HEJOBOJIBHO
crkasaa Cenpka.— A B 4eM [eJ0-TO?

— Mur ¢ TO60it 4yepes HeJeaio moejeM Ha (HPOHT,— cKasaj
TleTska, KaK O Jeje AAaBHO pelIeHHOM, GYAHUYHOM U HECJOKHOM.

CeHbKa BHITAPAIlUJCS, PACKPHLI POT.

— 9ro Kak xKe?.. BepHO? — cmmpocis OH 03aJadeHHO.

— Boo6ie-To — mesno guunoe. S TouHo moexy. M1 Teba mory
¢ co6oii B3aTh. BaBoem BepHee.

— Koneuno,— co Bagoxom coryacuiacsa Cenbka.— A Toxxe
JyMal...

— B Takoe BpeMa HaM HAaJo TaM OBITb, — CHOBA TODPIKECT-
BeHHO 3arosopui Ilernka.

— Kouneuno,— onars corygacuiucs CeHbka, MoOJeIHEBUIUH OT
BOJIHEHUA.

— B kpaiiHeMm cJay4dae, K HaYaJy 3aHATHH B HIIKOJEe BEePHEM-
cd, ecqu TaM OYAYT Ha 9TOM HACTAMBATH,— MOAYMAaB, CEPHE3HO
cxkaszan IleTeka.

— Koneuno, 6yayt,— cpasy orospajca Cenbka.— Bce Bapoc-
JIble OfIMHAKOBBI, TOJBKO U HOIOT: «Y4YNCh, YUUCH».

— 3HauuT, TaK,— npepsaja ero Ilerska,— roTOBbL OJEXKAY,
XapYUIIKW, HY... H HHCTPYMEHT, HOJKHUK TaM H ellle Koe-4To. ¥ XOo-
IUM depes HeJedio. A NoOKa Oylem BCTpedaThCA MO ABa pasa B
IeHb U OOKJAAbIBATh APYT APYrYy, KTO 4TO ycmea caenaars. Ilo-
TOM HasHa4YuM 4Yac — U B jopory. Hajmo xe Ham c ToGoii youTn
XOTh MO OAHOMY (AILIUCTY MM COJJATAM IIOMOYb MX Pa3IDOMUTh.

— A xak noitmem-to? ITemrkom mo camoro ¢poHTa?

— Ilemikom — goaro. Yero Horm JaoMaTh, €CJIM BOT OHa, Ke-
JesHag Jopora, pazoMm. Tel BeJh 3Haemb, YTO y MOCTa d4epes
Hamy I'puropky moesjga mpuropMaxxuBaioT. [IprirHeM Ha TOJHOMK-
Ky — U aiifa.

— Torpga mo pykam!— CelibKa TDHIIOAHANCS M NPOTAHYJA
TOBAPHUILY CBOI0 TOHKYIO BECHYNIYATYIO PYKY.

— Ilo pyxkam!— azapTHO, OJHAKO HE BO BeCh I'OJIOC KPHUKHYJI
IleTbKa.

Ho He ycmesu Apyssa KaK cjaeiyeT MOMKaTh APYr APYry py-
KM, KaK B Jiecy, COBCEM HeJaJieKO, UTO-TO 3aTpellatio. Beljo mo-
XO0e, YTO K TMOJIsiHe LM JIoJu. BCcKope JOHECANCH M IIPHULJIY-
HIeHHbIe ToJIoca.

— Jloxucs!— menorom cxomauaosan IleTbka u 6yxHyJacd
KMBOTOM Ha MNPOXJAJHYK IEepHHY MXa. 3a HUM KaK TeHb ymana
u 3atux CeHbKka. Jle:kaau HeZOJrO.
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- 3a mHo#!— JleTbKa JEroHbKO B3MaXHYJ PYKOI M IIOIOJS.
Yepes MUHYTY OHU yiKe JIEKAJH PALBIIIKOM 3a BEICOKMMM KOUKa-
mu. CBepxXy HX HAJEKHO IPHKPBHIBAJM T'yCThle €JIOBBIE JIAIKH.
B cayuae udero pe6ATa MoraM He3aMETHO OTCTYIUTH B IIyGb
Yaiiyu 10 TPOIKEe, H3BECTHOM TOJBbKO UM ABOMM...

Bor ymxe uyskue rojoca coceM DSAOM, MIarax B [JeCATH.
PasropapuBanu cpasy Heckoabko my:kuuH. M BADYr mepej caMbl-
MM JUDAMU pPebAT oCcTaHOBUJIHCH camoru. CaMble HacTodAmNe
callord, ¢ TAXKEJBIMH 3aKPYrJIEHHBIMM HOCAMH, C TOJIEHHIAMHU
B MeJKHMX ITYyIBIPHIIIKAX — apMeicKue, KUP3OBhIe,

— Congatbl,— ogHUMH ry6amu, 6e3 3BykKa npousHec CeHb-
kKa, HO IleThka HaJaBUJI €My PYKOIl Ha 3aTHIJIOK TaK, 4To CeHb-
KHMHO JINIO 3apBLIOCH B MOX.

Camoru mcyessH TaK JKe HEOMXHUIAHHO, KaK H IOABHJINCH, U
roJsioca CTaju OBICTPO OTAAJNATHCS K 3alaJHOIl OKpaMHe BHEITOPOJX-
KU, OTKyJa C ONYIIKM YZOOHO paccMaTpPHBATL BBICOKYIO JKeJea-
HOZOPOXKHYI0 Hachlllb u 6OJbiIoif MocT uepe3 I'puropky, cobpaH-
HBIF M3 NPHUYYIJHUBLIX CTAJBHBIX KOHCTPYKI[Hi{, BEIKDAIIEHHBIX B
KOPUYHEBLINH IIBET.

— A dero mnl oT cojzaT npademca? Onu xe nHamu! Mosxer,
OHH uero-HuUOYAb HILYT B JieCcy, HAIpUMep, MECTO [IJs ZaJbHO-
6OiHBIX mMyIeK... Mel Morau 661 UM IIOCOBETOBATH,— BHICKA3AaJICHA
CeHnbka, HEIOBOJIBHBII TeM, 4YTO BeCh CeroAHAIHUI AeHb IleThka
KOMAaHAYeT MM.

— Hapgo cmavana ysHate, 4To OHM TaMm nexaror. Ilomimu,—
npepnoxun Ilerbka, CJI0BHO M He o0pamias BHUMaHUS HaA CJOBa
Ipyra. OH BBIIIOJ3 M3-IIOJ €JIOK M, IIPUTHYBIINCH, CTApasich HATH
OeclllyMHO, ZBHHYJICSA Bcaeq 3a cojgaraMu. Y CeHbKa CO B3ZOXOM
TIOLIeJI 32 HHUM, HeJb3sd K€ OCTaBJATH APyra OJHOTO B TAKOM [e-
Je, XOTA U B3ZOPHBIH OH KAaKOIM-TO CEerogHs.

Bimxe K onymke jsec ctaHoBuiaca pexxe, U TyTr pebGaram oOfT-
KpBLIach ele oJHa HeoXXKHUAaHHaA KapruHa. OHH 4YyTh He HATKHY-
JINCh Ha I'PYNIY COJIAT, KOTOPBIE CHAEJIU KDY)KKOM Ha KOYKax M
KYpHJIH, USPeJKa IepedpachlBasick CJOBaAMHU. Brljo 3ameTHo, YTO
OHH YCTaJl U KYPAT C YAOBOJLCTBHEM.

Pebaram npumigocs cHoBa 3ajeub. Ho Temepp MOSHIMA Yy HUX
6blna He oueHb yao6GHad: IOA HUMM TpeIaJH OJbXOBBIE BETKIU.
W ecau 6b1 KTO-HHMOYAB BrIAAENCS B CTOPOHY pebGaAT, To cpasy
obHapy:Ruax Obl HUX, HOTOMY 4YTO IPATAJUCHE OHUM Teleph IOYTH
Ha ToJIOM MecCTe,

JApyses BUAean, Kak K COJAATAM IOJOIIEJ IOMUJIOH BOEH-
HBI B KOMaHANPCKON (GopMe ¢ KyOMKaMH B HeTJHIAX H IIOBEN
HUX ellie AaJjblle K OoKpauHe Jeca. CKOpo OTTyAa HOHECHHCH IJy-
XHue yZAAapbl, CJOBHO YTO HA 3€MJI0 6pPOCAalOT YTO-TO TAMKEJIOE.
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He crosapusasce, Iletbka u Cenbka momonasiau tygza. Ho To,
qTO OHHM yBHZESH, pasouapoBayo ux. CongaTel, CHAB I'MMHACTED-
KM, PBLIM KaKue-To aMbi. Y1 He GBIJIO TYT HUM IIyUIEK, HH TAHKOB,
HH BUHTOBOK Ja’Ke.

— f ayman, sTo Hacroauiue OOHIBI, a Y HUX BMECTO OpYy-
KM — 3aCTyNbl,— IpeHeGpekuTeNbHo nposopuana Ilerska.— He-
Yero U CMOTPETH Ha HUX, 3PA NIPATAJUCH [a IIOJI3JH.

— Bor umenno, —noazaxkuyya CeHbKa.

— Mouun!— npounnes Iletpka. OH emie YTO-TO XOTEJ CKa-
3aTh JPYry, HO IPMKYCHJ A3LIK M IJIOTHEe IPHMKAJCI K 3eMJe,
[IOTOMY UTO PAAOM pPasjaJjuch TSKeJble IIary.

— A mHy, BcrasaiiTe, XJonupl!— IPo3BydYaa HaJ HHUMH Ipy-
OoBathiii ronoc.— Ceiiuac ysHaeM, 3a4YeM 9TO BBl 3a HaMH 1O
BCceMY Jiecy Geraere fa IojcMaTpHUBaeTe.

Apyses mopagkoM crpycuau. HesloBKO MOAHSINCE, TPUAYMBI-
Bag ompapAaHud. A ITepel HUMM CTOSJ IIOKUJIOI BOEHHEIH, TOT
caMblii — B KOMaHIUPCKOIL ¢QopMe M ¢ KyOMKaMH B IETJIHIAX.
Hdpysbps cpasy sSaMeTHJIM, YTO Yy TOsca BOEHHOTO BHCHUT TOJICTAd
KOpHuYHeBasi KoOypa, B KOTOPOIi, KOHEYHO ke, IIUCTOJIeT.

— JlasyTuuku, 3HaYUT? — 6e3 YCMEHIIKH CIPOCUJ BOEHHBIU.

— A KTo Takle JasyTUYHKN? — HAMBHO M 0€CCTPAIIHO CIIPOCHUJT
Cenpra. KoMaHAUpP IOKa3aJjica €My I[IOYEeMY-TO [JOOPBIM, XOTA B
roJIoce ero CJBINIAJOCH ABHOE HEJOBOJIBCTBO.

— Brr u3 Kakxoil mepeBHu? — TeM K€ TOHOM CIIPOCHJI BOEH-
uelii. Ho pebara y:ke HoHANM, YTO 3a0HpaTh UX OH He CTaHET, a
TOBOPUT CTPOTO TOJIBKO AJIA TOPAJKA M OCTPACTKH.

— Mzeur us OcTtposa, BOH us30bl BUJATH,— IIOYTH B OJUH T'0OJIOC
OTBETHUJIM OHU C TOTOBHOCTHIO W IIOKA3AJIM HA CEOIO JAEPEBHIO.

— @amunaun? Umena? Tae otue?

-— Mpz1 o6a Pymsannensl. Ilerska u CewbKa. A oTHbl Ha
dpoHTE.

— UYTo-TO He TOXOKe, UYTO BBl OpaThA: OAMH Oejblil, Ipyro#
YepHBIA — KaK IPHKaXKkeTe IOHMMATH? — BOGHHBIA CIpauInBaj
BCe ellie CTPOro, HO IJlasa y HEro CTaJM IIpHUBETJINBee.

— ¥ Hac Bca nepesusa Pywmsaunessl. Y MbI, 1 feBYOHKH, H CTa-
peie mioxu, — ckasag IlersKa.

— DBriBaer Taxkoe Ha PycH, HO peJKo,— IPOTrOBOPHJI BOEH-
Herit.— IIpopepum.

— A BB 4TO 3Jech Jesaere? Mosker, BaM TPOIKH IMOKa3aThb?
Mz TyT BCe 006Ja3UJIM, BCe 3HAEeM...— 3aJjerneran CeHbKa.

— Yro MBI TYT JeJlaeM — He BCeM 3HATH II0JIATAaeTCs,— CHO-
Ba HaXMYpHJCHS BoeHHEIN.— IIpHKasepiBaio BaM OoJblle 37ech HE
noasaaTbcda. Acuo?

OpobeBuiue pebATa IIAHYJIN €My B JHIIO — He UIYTUT JU, HO
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6poBH BOEHHOTO CABUHYJNCEH TaK I'DO3HO, YTO APY3bS COPBAaJNCH
¢ MecCTa U, HNETJASAA MEXJy KycTaMH, IlepelphIrHBad 4epes IIHH,
nmoM4aJuce K gepeBHe, HacTtpoenue y HuUX 6BLIO caMoe ApsHHOe,

3

3aneIXaBIINCh, OHH yNAJH Ha TPaBy BoaJjie KpaliHero capasd.

— V& 60JBHO MHOrO BoOOpakaeTr u3 cebsa 3TOT KOMaHIHUp,—
nporoBopus CeHbka.— Haniko emy OBLIO paccKasaTb... Mel
ObI, MOKeT, IOMOTJIM UM M KOIATb...

— ¥ Hux crporo. I nmpasuiabsrHo. Eciu Bce Bcé 6yayT 3HaATh,
TO U [0 Bpara cayx jgoiger, — cruopun Ilerbka. — Tak 4dro u
AYTBCA HeYero.

— Hapsembca Ha TaKoro Ha PPoHTE,~— Hpogosxay CeHbKa,—
OH M OTTyJa IIOTOHHUT, Ja ellie ¢ MHUJNIIHeH MOXKeT JAOMOif oTipa-
BUTh.

— He Bce xe Takue!— szaropaumiacsa Ilerpxa.

— a Beap MOPAJOK-TO, AUCUMIIJIMHA-TO B apMUM AJS BCEX
oauHakoBbl,— 3anerymnica Cenbka.— Hudero y Hac He BHIzeT
¢ poHTOM, A TaK AyMalo.

— Hy, Bor. ThI, g BIKY, ¥ Ha TOMATHYIO FOTOB!— HacMeILIH-
BO ckasaJ IleTrska.

— Hocse Takoro zajymaelibcH...

ITerbka BCKOYHJI, CJIOBHO €ro moaGpocH/io. ¥ Hero Taxk 3aKH-
IeJIo B IPYAHU, UTO OH He HAXOJAMJI CJIOB, KOTOPEIe Hajo GbI ceifuac
6poCcUTE IPAMO B JIMIO 3TOMY OTCTYIHUKY CeHBKe.

On' cuoBa BCcroMHHA ¥ 06 oTIE, u o morubmeMm gage Muxawu-
Je, 1 0 TOM, KaK OBIOTCA C BpAroM Bce HacToslne 6oilibl, IaTpHO-
Tel, 1 eme kpemue crajo ero peiieHue.. OH u OAHMH Ha (POHT
MOKeT yiTH, MOKaJyi, Tak Jaxe Jyuiie GyaeT, a To yiK GOJBHO
HepemureseH CeHBKA.

He omu6csa sm on, Iletbka, B BeIGope apyra? Hezapom ro-
BOPAT, YTO HAJO0 IIYZ COJH CHECTh C UeJIOBEKOM, MpPeKJIe YeM pac-
KyCHIIIb, KAKOB OH HA CAMOM jeJe.

A Censpka cHfeJ NMPHYHBIBIINI, ¢ BHHOBATHIM BuAOM. M Takoe
OBLJIO Y HEro PacCTPOEHHOE JHIo, 4YTo IleTbKa BEIMKOALYIIHO
clepxajcs, He CTaJ yIPeKaTh ero. A IOoTOM CHOXBATHJICA H CIIPO-
CHJI C YKOPOM :

— A kak xe kagarsa?

— $1 or Hee He OTpeKalOCh,— THXO0 OoTBeTUJN CeHBKa U TOXKe
B3JOXHYJ. A motrom go6asui:— Cam Ke FOBODHJ, YTO IIOATOTO-
BUTHECS HaJ0 KaK CJIEAYET... ‘

— Torza momau mo AoMam. Byzem rorosurbcg. Mul Bcé ro-
BOpHMM, IrOBODHMM, a BpeMs uzaer. Tak 6Ge3 Hac Bcex (alllHCTOB
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pas3o0pioT, He OYAYT KIaThb, IOKAa MBI CHapAguMcsd Ja NOpuoy-
JleM — ¥ HU4Yero Ha Hauly JOJII0 He OCTaHeTCs,— BOPYJIMBO NPO-
ropopuJa IleTbka...

Jdoma IleTbKy BerpeTuJia MaTh M Cpasy IOCJaja ero K pykKo-
moitnuky. IleTbKa IMOMOPIOHUJACHA, HO MOIIEJI: PYKM M BIPAMB IIO-
pa OblJIGC OTMBITH, Ja 3a0JHO M JIHIO OCBEKUTHL HE MEIIAJIo.

I[Mocaynino ycejaca OH M 3a CTOJ W cym xJjebaa 6e3 rpumac-
HUYAaHbA, XOTA He JIOMJ 3Ty INYyCTYIO, TOJLKO CMeETaHoil 3abe-
JICHHYIO noxyaedry. OH pelInj, 4To HaJ0 CTApaThCs OBITH IMOCJYII-
HbIM, YTOOBI MaTh HHUYEro He 3aIl0f03pMja O ero HaMepeHHAX —
oHa Belb poraxyusasi. Ho maTe Oblia, Kak Bcerga, IIPUBETJINBA
¢ HUM U Kasajach 3aAyMumBoil. CAzeT M rojoBy Hal0OK CKJIOHUT,
a ry6eI IOAKaTE, CJIOBHO KTO ee o0uIe...

IleTbka MallMHAJNBHO OMOPOKHUJ TAPEJKY, J0eJ OCTaBLIHicsS
JOMTHK Xjeba. I TOJBKO IOCJie 3TOrO0 paccepauics Ha cebs:
BeAb MOI' e OH ysKe ceifuac, 3a 06eZOM, OTJOKUTH TAHKOM IIapy
KYCOUYKOB XxJjeba, 4yTo6BI HayaTh IIOAI'OTOBKY, HO 000 BceM 3a-
6611 — He ayume CeHpku. OfHaKO OH yTelrag cebd TeM, 4TO YK
BEYEpPOM-TO, 34 YKHHOM, 00S3aTENBHO CcHejlaeT TIOMHH. A ellle
npole — 1epes caMbIM TobGerom 3a6paTh Kpaloxy IIOyBeCHCTe.
IToTom y:X BCe paBHO Oyjaer: ceMb Oel — OAUH OTBET.

Ws3-3a crosa Ilerska rnopuancsa OGOAPHIM M ONATH NMOAYMAJL,
yeM OBI 3aHATHCHA, IOKA MATh AoMa — 0e3 Hee-TO OH OBI Hauak
cobupaTth Koe-uto B popory. Ho zesno eMy Hamija B 9TOT pas cama
maThb. OHa BBIHECJ A C KYXHM JBa I'Ty6GOKUX, HAKPBITEIX TapeJKa-
My 6a04ila, MOCTABHJIA HX OZHO HAa APYroe, IOJOMKHJIA CBEPXY
JABa TOJICTEIX JIOMTS XxJe6a, IOCHINaHHBIX COJBIO, ¥ KPEIKO 3aBf-
3ajla BCe HTO B IIJATOK, Ja TaK JIOBKO, YTO CBepXy IOJYyYHJIACh
IJIOTHASE NYMKKA, 32 KOTOPYIO MOMKHO OBIJIO B3ATHLCA DPYKOIML.
ITeTbKa 3HAJ, 4TO BCE HTO 3HAYUNT: HaJO HecTH o0eJ HA AAaJbHUE
namuy crapiueMy 6paty Koaske.

Hocuts obex 6paTy Bcerga HMHTEPECHO. ITO TOJBKO COBCEM
maneHbKUM IleTbKa cOuBajsca ¢ Joporu M He KaKIblii pas Ha-
xoaun Koabry. A Temepp OH 3HaeT BCe NMYTH-ZOPOMKKU, KaKIoe
oepeBo, AIMKY M KYCTHK XOThb 3a TPHM KHJIOMETpPa OT /[ePEBHU B
J100y10 cTopoHy. K ToMy ke JIOGONBITHO IIOMJIAZETH, UTO M KaK
JeJaeTcss Ha IOJAX, IOTOJKOBATHL ¢ OpatoMmM. Tam oauH Ha OAUH
OH OXOTHee pasrosapusaJ ¢ IleTbkoif, myTuys, a ObIBaJO, KaK C
paBHBEIM, oOcy:KAay pasHble cobpiTuss. Jloma Koapka OGosbile
MoJg4YaJ. YTPpOM yXOoAuJa Ha paboTy HM CcBeT HU 3aps, 3acuaH-
HBEI, a BoaBpamjajcd IO03LHO BeYEepOM yCTaJblii — He IO pasro-
BOpoB eMy Ob110. TOJBKO ¢ MaTephio NEPEeKUABIBAJICA OH CKYIIBI-
M ¢pasaMH O KOJXO3HBIX M AOMAIIHUX JejaX M BeYHO CHeIlusa
Uau OblJ 3aHAT CBOMMHU, TOXOJKE, HEJETKUMH AyMaMU.
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Crapasch Aep:KaTh HOLLY POBHO, UTOOBI He CABHHYJINCH GJIIOALA
M He DpacIljleCKaJjoCh HHM KalleJbKH cyna, IleTbKa MeJKHMH IIa-
KaMH npobpaJica MeXX I'pPAJOK uyepes 3aropoAy U BEIIET K Meke,
BJOJIb KOTOPOH BUJACH IJIAJKO YTONTAaHHAas Tpomuuka. Temepp u
cjeBa U CIpaBa OT Hero IOAHHMAJICA IyCTOil 3eJyeHblit jeH. Cteb-
J¥M y Hero TOHEHbKMe M HeyKHble, C YYTh CKJIOHEHHBIMM BepIIMH-
KaMH{ M NPHKATLIMH ellle He OKPeHIIMMH ABIMYaThHIMH JHUCTOYKA-
mu. Jloo6ua Ilerbka 1mosoTs JeH. YV HbpIHUYe pa6GoTas Ha 3TOM IIOJIE.
Wpemb, cpesas HOKUKOM BCAKME KOJIOYKH, BHIJEPrUBas COPHYIO
TPaBy — MOJIO4Yall, JKECTKYI0 IHKYJIO, ¥ HEBOJbHO IPHMHEIIb
BCXO/JBI JIbHA, IIPUTONMYEIIsL K 3€MJ€, COBCEM eNle HUIEHbKHE H
cirabeHbKHNe,— M JKAJKO HX CTAHOBHUTCS. A OHM, IIPHUTONTAHHBIE-
TO, Yyepes AeHb KaK HH B yeM He OhIBaJIO MOAHHUMAIOTCA M TAHYTCA
BBepXx!

He npasuioce IleThbKe Ha IIPONOJIKE OAHO: TaM IIPUXOAHJIOCH
paborarh BMecTe C [€BUOHKAMH H CTapyxaMu. J{eBYOHKH — Te
IIPOBODHEIE, HE 34 KAMKAOH YrOHMIILECA. A CTapyXH KPSIXTAT M OT-
CTalOT, OXaloT, AEp)KaTcA 3a CBOM HosAcHUULI. IleThbKa 3a HXEeHb
BBIAJIEIBAJ BBoe GoJbIe, YeM Jio0afd cTapyxa, HO eMy Ka’KAbli
pas HaYHCAAJIH TOJBKO IOJATPYAOJHS, IIOTOMY YTO CYHTAJICA OH
HECOBEPIIEHHOJEeTHUM, a4 HEePaCTOPOIHBIM CTApYXaM — IIOJIHBIH
TpynoneHb. Kak TyT ne o0ugersca?

ITetbka TpeGoBas Jaske, YTOOBI OTBEJH €My OTHEJLHYIO I10JIO-
cy, Ha KOTOpPOH OH Yy mOKasaJ Obl BBIPAaGOTKY, BceX ObI 06oO-
rian. Torza u TpyZojgHeit eMy MNpHULIOCHL ObI HAYMCIASTL pasa
B Tpu Ooxabmie. Ho HUKTO ero He caymai. Tak y 3aBefeHo GHLIO
B JlepeBHe, 4TO, XOTh B I0Je, XOTh Ha Jyry, paboTajm oOpasoii,
IPYMXHO, BBIpy4Yas TeX, KTO OTCTaBaJj., MHBIe AEBYOHKH BOOOIIE
cTapaJHCh Bce JejlaTh 3a CTapyxX.

Cerogua nyrs Ilerbke mpeacrosa HeGauskuii. Konbka Hadan
BCIIAIIKY NHapoOB IIOUTH Y CAMOr0 JOMHKA KEJE3HOLOPOIKHOro 06-
xogunka ®ynrosa. Hacrosmas-to damuaua y Toro ©Obljaa —
dynrac. IIpnexan oH COZa B IepBhle MECSIHE BOHHBI — 3BaKyH-
posayca u3 IIpubGanTuky, 3axBayeHHON (amucTaMH,— M CpPasy
yCcTpouJicA IO CBOEH CHENUAaJBHOCTH Ha JKeJe3HYI0 JOpory.
MecTHble KHUTEAM IIE€PEMHAYHIM e€ro (aMHJIMIO M 3Baan PDyuTO-
BEIM. O6X0oZuMK Ha 3TO He obmwxkaica. K ero KaseHHoit Gyike u
IIPUMBIKAJIO CaMoe JaJjibHee KOJXO03HOe IT0JIe.

IleTpka men M IO NpPHBBIYKE PAsTJAALIBAJ BCe BOKPYr. lIpu-
MeTHJI, YTO Ha IPHUIOPKaxX VJiKe OTI{BeJa 3eMJSHUKA U Arojsl
ONyXHYT, U3 3€JEeHBIX CTaHOBATCA OeapiMu. OH IOpasTaAABIBAJ
X, flajKe IOTpOraj M PellnJ, YTO HeAEJH UYepes ITOJITOPhI STOJBI
BBI3PEIOT JOKPacHa M CIOJa MOXHO OyJeT NPUXOAUTH ¢ KOP3MH-
KOH.

16



Korza mosazu GBIJIO yiKe IOJNYTH, ITHIB! U ATOALI IEPEeCTaTIH
untTepecosars IleTbky. OH HacTopoxkuicH. A gesno 6GBLIO B TOM,
vTO B ZOMHKe 00xofuuka PyHTOBa KHJ U ero ChlH AJexa.

Bpeanniit 1 3aHocumBHEI 3TOT mapeHb Ajyexa. lloutu rog
4jlech MKUBET, 4 HH € KeM II0-HACTOAIEMY He Ioapyxuica. U He
110TOMY, UYTO JKHBET He B JlePeBHe, a Ha OTHIH6Ge — IIPOCTO TaKok
YK V Hero xapakrep: XBacTyH u 3abusdka. IleTbku oH crapiue
roga Ha /[Ba, a JJUHHBIA, KaK XepAb, U Takoi ke Tomuii. He
mob6uxa ero Ilerbka. I nmpossuine emy npuaymaj obugHoe: «PyHT
JHXO0H HAGUT TPyXoiis.

He xoTen 6nl OH ceifyac BCTpeTHTHCA ¢ d3TUM DyHTOM OAUH
na oauH. leno e B gpake: Ileteka He TpyciauBee u He cjabee
¢€ro, OJHAKO B CTEIYKE MOMKHO pasjuTh Koiabkue ob6en. Ecan
(DyHT He TOJIe3eT B ApPaKy, TO IPHCTaHET C Pa3roBOpaMH O TOM,
KaKWe OH NIPOYMTAJ KHUIH, KaKHe 3HaeT Ha Hebe 3Be3[bl, KaKue
B Hameil apMHU HOBBIE CaMOJIETHI M TAHKH.. B sTOM OH paalu-
paeTca Jydlie AepeBeHCKUX pebdar, a IleTbke o6upHO...

Beuno stor ®yHT GpoauT mo mepemeckaM M no Geperam
pyubeB, TeKymux B I'puropky. Tam y Hero BcAKHE CHJIKH Ha
nTull, Bepmix Ha peI6y. O u stuM GaxBajutcd. Jlyuiie ero He
BUETh.

Mor 6m1 IleTbKa cefiuac MATH M IO HINAJAM KeJe3HOH Jopo-
riu. Jdrtak OH, MOXKaJyi, cKopee mobpaJjcsa Owl go Opara. Ho Ha

eJIe3HOl mopore o0A3aTeabHO HapBelIbcs Ha PyHTOBa-crapiie-
o. A ero Iletbka oTKpoBeHHO mHoGauBaercA. Kak-To ¢ CeHbko#
a3buaIN OHU Ha Tejierpad@HOM cToJibe 4YaliedKy-H30JATOD, Oeinyio,
ap¢oposyo. Ilocmopunam cHavaja, KTO MeTue, U NPUHAJIHUCH
6pocats KamuM. O6pajoBanuch Jaske, YTO pas3buiam, M elme 6po-
cany, MOKAa He YCABIIAJd IIyM MOTOpa M He YBHAedH, Kak
MYMTCA II0 peJbcaM ApesuHa U o6xoguuk PYHTOB rpos3uTr UM ¢
Hee KyaaxkoM. OuHu Ttorga ybGemanau. Ho Ha ciaenymomuit JeHb
PyHTOB 3aABMJICA B JEPeBHIO, co0paJ HApoJ M IIPM BceX pyral
u creigun Ilereky u CeHbRy. Ilox xoHen on mTpadoM H Jaxe
cyaoMm npurposuis. He saxodemb Iocjie TAKOro BCTpedYaThed C
HHM.

Tak u mexa IleTbka KpUBEIMH TPONKAMH, 00X0AA CTAaMKM KycC-
TapHMKa M YILJB ITOJIeil, TO M JeJ0 OTKPLIBABHIMXCA IIOCpeau
sapocaeit. I moutn 3abbli, 4TO Hajo cobupatrhca Ha ¢pour. Jlac-
KOBO TDE€JIO C BHICOTH 0OJbIlIOoe coJHIle. PaJoCTHO TOMOHHUJIH
nrtunsl, Tuxo mesnecrena ceexas tpaBa. M BO3AYyX OBLIJ YHCTHIH-
YHCTHIH, KaK ¥ caMoii 3eMJIM, TaK M TaM, B roJy6oif BeIIIMHE, T'Ie
BE€JMYECTBEHHO ILJIBLIM IOJNYIpPO3pauHble KyueBble oGyaka. Bce
IBIIIAJI0 MOKOEM MJHN pazoBaJjoch KusHu. M Ilerpke Owino yau-
BHUTEJBHO XOPOUIO U JIETKO.
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He cpasy moOuyBCTBOBaJ OH CMyTHOe Gecmoxkoiicrso, M co-
BCEM He TaKoe, KakKoe ObIBaJIO mpu BecTpeue ¢ PyHTOBBIM. EMy
HayajJo KasaTbCd, KaK YTO-TO UysKoe, HEH3BECTHOe U Hemobpoe
BTOpraeTcsi B POJHLle MecTa. XOJIOJOK 3allOKaJieIBaJj cepaue. Ho
otuero 6p1?

ITeTbka He cpasy NOHSJ, 4TO IyraJ ero HOHAYaJy eJABa
CABIIUMMBII, HO Bce HapacTaBliuil ryy. BoT sToT rys mepepoc B
HajcaAHBIii IPOTHMBHBEIA Boil. OH Bce rpomue, Guamsxke... IleTbra
obepHyJicA, 3ajpaJi roJIoBy K HeOy. M1 moxoJsiofen: mpAMo Ha Hero
HUBKO Jerea camoJerT, kKakux IleTpka eire me BuiawiBaj. Crpali-
HBIM IIOKa3ajicd OH eMy: MaJ0 TOro, YTO BbHLJI IIPOTHBHO, OH
¥ BBIKpallleH OBl KaK-TO HEXOPOIIO — BeCh YepHbIii, a Ha Gploxe
¥ KOHIIaX KPBIJIBEB KEJIThble PasBoOibl. A UTO ellle HA KPbIJIbAX-TO?
Heyxenn uynurca Ilerske? Her, Ha KeJTHIX KOHIIAX KPBLILEB
caMoJIeTa OTUYETJINBO BHIPHCOBBIBAJIHMCEH 3JIOBEIIME YepHbie Kpe-
CTHI.

«Pamucr!y — moHAn onenenesmuit Iletrka. Co crpaxom u
HEHABHCTBHIO IVIAJEJ] OH HA BPAMKeCKYI0 ManIMHy M He 3HaJ, 4YTO
ceituac pesars. IleTbka mouyemMy-To HajesAscsd, OBl YBEpPEH HaKe,
4YTO CaMoJIeT ceiiyac pasBepHETCHA U YJIETHT BOCBOACH...

CamMoser 1 B caMOM Jejle KPYTO pas3BepHYJICHA, Pe3KO HaKpe-
uuicda. Ho... moHeccss He o6paTHo, a BHU3, B IIeTHKUHY CTOPOHY.
Ilerbra cTOsN KaK BKONAHHBINA, He B CHJIAX ABUHYTH HU PYKOI,
HU Horoii. [la ¥ He 3HaJ OH, y6eraTh B KYCTBHI HJU KIATh, YTO
OyzeTr aaJjblie.

CamoseT OBICTPO pOC, CJIOBHO pPacCIyXaJ — TaK IYXHYT pes3H-
HOBBIE UTDYIIKM, KOrZa X HaAyBaioT. sKeiaroBaToe OpiOXo caMo-
Jnera nobiseckurano. Ho oco6oro yxkaca IlerbKa He MCHBITHIBAJT —
070JI€BaJI0 HETEPIIEHHE: UTO Ke ceidyac mnpousoiiger? VYx He
TPOXHETCS JIM BPasKMHA Ha 3eMJI0?..

Ilerbka m me mpepgmosarat, uro (AUINCTCKUI JETUYUK BBIOU-
paer KuByo uejgs. OH 3HAJ APYyroe: JIETYUKH — ITO IepoOH, OHU
COBEpLIAIOT MEKKOHTUHEHTAJbHbIE IIepeJIeThl, CIacaloT IIOMaBIIHX
B Gely HOJAPHUKOB, JOCTABJAIOT K GOJBHBIM JOKTODOB... Ha artom
camMoJieTe y UITypBaJia, KOHEYHO, (AIINCT, HO Ee€Ab OH TOXKe JIeT-
yuK. YTo oH clenaer ceifyac?

HeoxxuzaHHO ¢ KpPBLJIBEB CaMOJe€Ta IIOCHIMAJHNCHh OIHEHHBI®
uckpel. 1 He ouenn panexo or IleThkH, mpumepHO TaM, rae CTO-
UT JIOMUK OOXOJYHWKA U rje JoJuKeH maxath Koabka, 4To-TO 3a-
oieyecTesio, 3aTpeiiaso, CJIOBHO TAllaHBI IPHHAMNCHL pPYyOuUTH Ae-
DPEeBAHHBIMH cabaaMu 3apociu Kpanusbl. Illym ToTuac cmouk. Ho
Yepez MTHOBEHNE IIOBTOPUJICH, TOTCM ellle pas, ellle...

Iietbka muuyero e moummaJj. OH TOJBKO BHIEN, KaK KPYTO
B3MBIJ BBEPX YEpHBIH CaMOJIeT, CBEPKHYJ INIy30M, ONATH OTYET-
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JIUBO TIOKa3aJl CBOM KpPeCcThl M POBHEHBKO IIOmIeJ TyZa, OTKYAA
npusiereJI.

Ho renepp B Hebe cabIIanuch W HOBEIe 3BYKH. OHU mepe6u-
BaJM ¥ 3arjayliaju HYAZHBIH Boii camousera. Ilopamxennsmiii, IleTh-
Ka YBUJEJA, KaK 110324 He3BAHOTO YEPHOI'O I'OCTA BO3HHK HEBECTH
OTKYZia B3ABIIUICA 3eJIeHOBATHIH «ACTPeGOK» ¢ KPACHBIMH 3Bes-
Aamu. Temeph ocTpble KOPOTKHE MOJHHH JIETEJAH € <«ACTpebKas.
O6a camonera BAPYr PUHYJHUCH B BEIIUMHY, IIOYTH HcUYe3au. H B
3TO BpeMs B UYHCTOM He0e BO3HHKJA TeMHAad [AbIMHAA IIOJIOCKA.
CaMoJsieTsl yaKe JaJjieKo 3a JAepeBHe# CHOBAa CHU3HMIMHCH., ¢fcTpe-
60K» elle pa3 [JEJOBUTO IPUCTPOMJICA K XBOCTY YEPHOT'O Bpara,
CJIOBHO OBI IIOKJIEBAJI €r0 M IIOWLIEJ B CTOPOHY, BBEPX, BBHIPABHAJ-
cdA TaM, ITOKa4daJ KPHIJIbAMIHI,

OcraBnsasa 3a coboit uepHblii mmeiid, camMoser ¢ KpectaMu
MeJJIeHHO NonawlJa K ropusoHty. Illneiid paspoccs B EKHAKOE
TeMHOe 06JIauKO0, M3 KOTOPOr0 YTO-TO CTPEMUTENBHO IIOBAJIHJIOCH
BHHU3, B JaJbHMIl 3a6osodeHHHii jec. Ilpomino eme HeCKOJBKO
MrHoBeHuit, u g0 Ilersku JgoHecca IayxXoil yaap, CJIOBHO TI'pPOM
nporpeMeJs BAAJM. B3ApOTHYJ BO3AYX, U TYT K€ BCE CMOJIKJO.
Ilo6nex u paccesasica Ha TOPU30HTE ABIM,

Tax ke, KaK [0 IOABJEHUA (allUCTCKOTO €aMoJIeTa, CUSAJIO
COJIHIle, eI NTHILI, TPENEeTAaJJH YHCThIe JIUCTHhS JePEBHEeB M 3a-
IIBETAIONIad TpaBa, U BO3AYX OCTAJCA IPEKHHM — CBEXHUM I
BKycHEIM. EnBa CJBIIIHO, IIO-ZOMALIHEMY IIPUBBIUYHO OyJBKaJ
porHukK... A IleThka HHMYEro SToro He BHUAEJ U He ciablmaa. OH
HaKoHeI cooGpasmJi, 4TO ceiiuac BOT HA €ro rJjasax IPOHCXOAUJ
BO3AYIIHBIA 60if M 3a ero poAHOH [AepeBHeii cOUT GalTHCTCKU
caMoJjer, 9To xe rakoe codniTie! U IleThka nmpaMurom GpocHics
TygZa, rie, II0 ero pacueram, JoJKeH Haxoaurthca Koabka, 4To-
OBl paccKas3aTh 6paTy BCE-BCE.

4

Bor u nauiHdA, cBelkue, TOJBKO 4YTO BBEIBOPOYEHHEIE IIIYTrOM
niaactel. Ho Her Ha mose Hu Koabku, Hu jgomagu. ¥ IleTeku
KOJBHYJIO B IPYAU, OO €ro CO3HAHHA BAPYr HOILJIO, YTO Bpa’ke-
CKUI-TO caMoJIeT CTPOYMJ M3 MyJeMeTa ¥ MMEHHO CIOfa, MOMKeT
6bITH, IPSIMO B Opara.

— Koapka-al— B oTYagHUU 3aKpUYaJ OH.

Ho nuxrto me orossancs. Xoreaoch 3apeBerhb..A Moxer, Gpar
IIPOCTO IIepeexaJ Ha APYroil y4acToK M KPUK IJOXHET B 3apoc-
JAX...

U rorza oH pemmsica u momes K AOMUKY PYHTOBA: MOXKET,
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06XoAYMK HA MEeCTe M YTO-TO 3HaeT, Ja u Ayexy—®PyHTa MOIKHO
110PACCIPOCHTH, OH-TO Y’K HAaBEPHSKA BCE BHIEI.

Bor u uszba ®PyHTOBBIX, Iesasd u HeBpeiumas. Illerbka Ha
MHHYTY OCTAHOBMJICA B HEDPEIIUTEJbHOCTH, IepeBeJ AyX, pobesa
S0XoIuTh cpasy. I TyT oH ycablmiaa rojaoc 6para. I'opauas pa-
JIOCTh OXBaTHJIA €TO.

Konpka u ®yHTOB-CTApHINI AU K AOMHKY M3 KYCTOB, BCTpe-
BOJKEHHO IIeperoBapuBafAch., JIUlia y HuX OBLIM B3BOJHOBAaHHEIE,
raasa ropesiu. O6GXOYHUK IIOAHAJICA Ha KPBIJIBLIO, IIOCTOAJ, NIPU-
CJYHIMBAAChL M IOTJIAABIBEASS Ha He0O HU3-IIOf JIaJOHU, IIPUCTaB-
JICHHO K KO3BIPBKY (OPMEHHOM (pypasKKH, IIOUTH IO-BOEHHOMY
IIOBEPHYJICA KPYTOM U HIATHYJ B JoM. IleTbka ¢ yBaskeHHeM IIpO-
noguJ ero BaraspoM. PYHTOB UeM-TO IIOKasajyicd eMy ceiidyac Io-
XOKHM Ha TOro KomMaHaupa B Beiropogke. A HKoabka, expa ris-
HYB Ha MJajuiero 6paTta, HBIPHYJ B KYCTHI H CKODO BBIBEJI OTTYAa
HEBBINPAMKEHHYIO Jomiaxb, IleTbka mogbeskas kK HEMY.

— IIpunec nomamaTh? — ciuapocun Konbka. U IleTpka 1mouys-
CTBOBaJI, UYTO CTapIUHii 6paT HM30 BCE€X CUJ CTapaeTcs BHITJIAAETH
CIIOKOHHEIM, CJIOBHO HUYErO U HE CIYYUJIOCH.

— Ilpunec,— saroponuica Ilerska.— Tam, y namHU B KycC-
THKaX, Y3€eJOK.

— CawmoJeTsl Bugea? — crporopato cupocus KojsKa, noiapas-
JAA YOPAXE HA Jomagy U He TiAxs Ha Opara.

— Bugen! — ropayo saroBopuJi, nouTH 3akpudan Ilereka. —
OTOT-TO BpasKHHA CHayaJia IPAMO Ha MeHd JieTeJ, a IIOTOM €ro
cbus Ham <«scTpebGok». I'poxHyies, sKeaTonmysblif.. A U CTpaml-
HBIH-TO OH Kakoii! Boer mo-osusu. BoT GBI cOerats Tyma, IOrJd-
IeTh, Yero oT Hero OCTajiochb. A?

Kosapka HaxmMypuics ¥ HUYEro He OTBETHUJI.

— 9T0 oH IO BaM cTpouus ua myaeMera? [[a?— saraspasiBas
B JuIio 6parta, JonsIThiBaJics IleThKa.

— MosxeT, 1 110 HAM,— He cpa3y OTBETUJ TOT.

— KonbKka, a OHHM ellle IPHJIETAT UM HEe IOCMEIOT Teleps,
Korga aToro couau?

— Bce mosxer 6biTh. TaK YTO U caM CMOTPHU B o6Ga.

— WM, HaBepHOe, Halla KeJjlegHAsl Jlopora IIOKOI He paeT.
ITo neii :xe Bce BpeMdA K QPOHTY 3UIETOHBI UAYT...

— Muoro Tl 3Haemb!— cepguTto 6ypkuHyn Kosbka, nNpuHu-
Masch 3a oben. M1 TyT ke mobasuia: — He Goarait o6 drom, a To
nofifieT cayxX. A KOMY HY:KHa maHuka?..

IleTbka He obupencA. Ou BooOIIe He obOMKaJiCa Ha CTaplIero
6para. ToJBKO eMy Bcerfa XOTeJOCh TOHATH OO KOHLIia M €ro
caMoro ¥ ero saHATHA, a Koabka J06GUJ AesaTh CBOU Jesia MOJY-
KOM.
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— KoabKa, Begp 3TO 3HAUYUT, YTO (PPOHT K HaM [ABHIKETCH,
€CIM Yy)KHMe CaMOJIeTBl JOocCIofla CTaJd JoJjeraTh? — crpo-
CHJI OH.

— Moxer OBITh, H Tak,— B3X0XHYJa KoJbKa, cBepThIBag IH-
rapky. llerbka ofpazoBayica: moKa 6par KYPHT, ¢ HUM MOKHO
6yZeTr MOTONKOBATH ellle HECKOJbKO MUHYT.

— HKounbka, a Te6e xouerca Ha GPOHT? — CNPOCUT OH C YJLIG-
Koii, JloBepUTENbHO TAK CIIPOCHJ, KAK POJHOIO YeJoBeKa, ¢ KOTO-
PBEIM MOKXHO 'OBODHUTH O CAMOM COKPOBEHHOM, M eIlle ¢ pacueToM,
yTo0Bl He IPUKPUKHYJI HA HEro cTapuIdii 6par.

— Her, He xouercs,— cepauro orserua Kouabka. M B ero
ronoce IlerbKka yIOBHJI ropeub, XOTA He IOHSJ A0 KOHI[A, UCKPEH-
He rOBOPHUT 6paT MM HaCcMeXaeTCA HaJ HUM.

— Teb6a GBI B3AAM, THI BOH TAKOW 3AOPOBHIH!-— IIpomomKa
cBoe IleTrnka.

— Bor uro, Mmuiblii,— yaeiéasch, HO ¢ SBHOI U3JEBKOIl 3aro-
Bopui Koaska.— Tebe mopa 6bl MOHATEH, YTO €CTH Ha CBeTe TaKasd
He JJIA BceX IpUATHAA, HO BCeM HeobXoaumas Beldb — JUCIUIIIHN-
Ha.— Konpkun rosmoc szassyuasn Teepxe: — M mopsagok cymecr-
ByeT: KaMJbIi AoJKeH OBITH Ha cBoeM Mecre. Ilpuger Bpemd,
TIpU3OBYT MeHS — IOMAY. A Hallle MeCTO IOKaMecT TyT. Bcmainy
BOT 3TO II0JIe, BHIPALLYy HA HEM POXKb — M ILeJYyI0 pOTY Ha TIOf
xaebom obecreuy. Bes xse6a coxmgar MHOro He HaBower. Bor u
MOKyMeKall cBoeil rojoBoif, a To—«Ha GPOHT», <«Ha (QPOHT»!
Coo6paxxaThs Koe-uTo Hazo. K B pykax ceba mepKarTh.

Kospka cepauTo 3aronTaj LUrapKy WU PeUINTEIHHO IONIES K
Jomaau, KoTopas IOKOPHO INOAHAJA TOJOBY OT TPABHI, BCTpedas
X03AMHA YMHBIMH IrazamMi. KoJbKa JIerKo TIPUIIOAHAJ M BCTPAX-
Hyn nayr. IleTbKa HEOTPHIBHO rIJAAeJ Ha OpaTa, pasMBINLIAA,
BCEpHE3 JIH pas3roBapHBaJl OH ¢ HHUM.

— Ilogymaii, mogymait o cebGe!— eme pas, CJIOBHO Ha IIpO-
maHbe, KpUKHYJ Kosska M Beagua nayr B namuw. Ho Tyr x&e
OCTaHOBWJICH, €Ille UTO-TO NONpaBJAAA y nJjayra. Bugumo, emy cpa-
3y yAanoch cjeyath Bce Kak Hajgo. O oriasmynca Ha IleToky,
o0HaXuJa B yabI6Ke IIMPOKHMEe Geible 3yOBI U KPUKHYJ:

— T&1 Ha dpoHT He y6eru!

O6unuble cioBa. A yJawIOKa Becenas, poxuasg. W Ilerera
yabI6Hysca GpaTty, Ho KHcioBaTo. OH npuyHbla. Heymenu Kois-
Ka uyThbeM jorajajcs o ero Hamepenuu? Beapr om xe eme HH-
yero He MoxeT 3HaTh! Beanp IleTbka TOJNBKO cerogHs NPHHSAI pe-
mIeHHeE... '

OH TPEeBOMKHO W YYTOUKY TOPIKECTBEHHO AyMajJ O TOM, UTO
ecau GPOHT IIOAXOAUT Bce OJIMMKE, TO YK Terneph pasiyMEIBATh
Hekorga. Ilycrs Koabka mamer, ecaM cyuTaeT HYKHBIM. Emy e,
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llerbke, paHOBATO eme naxaTh: ciaabosar, moxaJyi. A Ha BOiiHe
He OT POCTa Aa OT CHJBI BCe 3aBHCHUT — BAajKHH 1 CMeKaJKa, H
iupoBopcTBo. Tam Bcskoe OBIBAaE€T, M UMEHHO TaM OH, BO3MOMKHO,
H OTJHMYHTCA. Beap M MaJbYMIIKa MOMKET CTaThp IepoeM, Tak
1noyeMy Ke KTO-TO Apyroii, a He oH, Ilerbka? 3axBaTeIBarollue,
I'POGHBIE COOBLITHA HAJBUTaIOTCHA Ha JEpPEBHIO, M HAJ0 BeCTH cebs
TaK, 4yTo6Bl BCce roBopuam: <«Kakoil mMosogen, kaxoii cooGpasu-
TeJBHHH M repofickuii napeusr Ilerbka Pymsaumes 3 OcTpopals

A MoOxeT, H He HaJO NMOKa HUKYJAa OexaTh U3 AE€PeBHU, €CJIH
HHTEepPeCHO, JaXe OIaCHO M CTPAlIHOBATO CTAHOBUTCA M 3/eCh?
Bexas B caMble OKOLIKM BOiiHA 3arasajblBaeT, Haj IOJOBOH Jera-
er. MoxkeT CAYy4YUTBHCHS TaK, 4To (POHT K caMoil AepeBHe IIOJOii-
JleT. A B pOZHBIX MeECTaX, B 3HAKOMEBEIX KYCTHKaxX BOeBaTh Jerde,
6oJblIe TMOJB3HI MOMKHO IPHHECTH. Bo-liepBbIX, HaJ0 BBIPHITH
OKOIl PSAOM € JAOMOM B 3aropojke, 4robnl MOMHO OBLIO CHpd-
TATHCA B HErO OT CAMOJIETOB...

5

Ecin uyenoBex 3axBadyeH JAyMaMH — BpeM#A AJd HeEro JIETUT
uesamerHo. U Iletbka yausuicsa — KakK GuIcTpo mpuines!— Korja
4YYTh He YTKHYJCA HOCOM B 3aJHIO KaJUTKY cBoeil 3aropofsl.
HHoru camMu mpuBeJH €ro K JoMy.

Ha moxgBoppe OH yBHeJa Jela, KOTOPHIH BBIBOJIOK Ha CBET
CBOM AWK ¢ MHCTPYMEHTaMH u uepebupan ux. Jlex KOpOTKO
IIAHYJ Ha BHYKA M OTBEPHYJICH, MIPOJOJIXKAS CBoe JeJIo.

— Jexymka, a THI BHAEJ CAMOJIETHI? — DPENIMJ IOJIO6OMIEIT-
CTBOBATH M MOJEJNUTHCA BreuaTaeHuaMu IleTbka.

— Kak He BHIETh. A 4YTO? — XMYPO OTKJUKHYJICA IE.

— HeMmenxkuii-ro crpenasn. B 1o mecro, rae maxan Hoxbka.
B kycrw nmyaamu cagaHyia. A Koapka ¢ PyHTOBHIM IIPATAJHUCE.
U nomanp ToKe B KYCTAX YKPBIJIH.

Jden pacnpamuica, HeJOBEPYHUBO, JaKe THeBHO TIJIAHYJ HAa
IleTsKYy.

— Couyunsemn?!

— Hu xameapku!— saropaumica obmwxeHublii IleTpka.—
A cam pagom 6siyn. Beé Buzen. A morom u ¢ Kosbkoil pasrosa-
pUBAaJIL

Jen obneryeHHO B3ZOXHYJ, IIJIEYU €ro OMYyCTHJINUCH, a TJjasa
Bce emme ObLau KomuuMmu, OH MMOKAadyaJ roJoBOI, YTO-TO IIPOBOP-
yaJ npo cebd u omATh CKJIOHMJCA HajA HHCTpyMmMeHTamMu. OH pas-
MNIAABIBAJ, TPOTAJ HaJbLIAMM KaXKAVIO KeJesKy M PacKJajAbiBaja
HX B [IBe KYYKH: OJHY CTaMecKy TyhAa, JAPYryr cloJa, CBepJo
TyZa, CBEPJIO CIOAA...
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~— A s HUCKOJEUYKO He MCIYrajcd, XOThb OH U THaJcA B3a
MHOf, CaMOJIET-TO, CTPAXOBUAHBIN Taxoiil— moxsacraicsa IleTs-
ka.— Ho cOunu ero mammu, «fcrpe6ok» Kax Hagereal..

— He 6ana6Goun! He TBOero sto yma meno,— ToTdac oGpe-
3aJ ero jgeid.— He memnaii.

— Bcem s wMemaio!— OOMIXEHHO U KaIpH3HO KPHUKHYJ
ITeTsKA.

— On eme rojsoc moBblmiaet!— s3apyrayca geld.— Hy-Ko mau
Ko Mmue!

IleTbka He mcmyrasics, moOAoINeJ BIJOTHYIO. OH IIPUBBIK, 4TO
e, 4acTeHbKO BOpPYUT U OpauHurcd. Ero MoMKHO OBIJIO M HpPO-
ctuTh. OH Bcerza HaxXOIWJICA IpPU Jlejie M He Tepiiej, KOrga KTO-TO
npu HeM Oua Gakaymu. AMeHHO 3a 5TO OH dYallle BCEro M IIIIbI-
Haa Buyka. Ho IleTeKy oObIuHO Gpasa mox 3aliuTy MaTh. B Ta-
KUX caydadx AeJ BBIPA3UTEJHbHO rosopmi: «Tedy!s>— u yxoamna
1Ipoub, 4TOOBI He cCcOpUThCA ¢ Heil. Ha moasopee B J1060M Yy OH
MOMEHTAJIFHO HAXOAMJI cebe 3aHATHE U YCIOKAUBAJICH, Mypnmqa
CTApUHHbLIE IIECHH.

Ho ceromgua pmen me 6b1m noxo Ha cebd. I'masza y Hero orude-
ro-r0 IMOKpacHesau u chaesuauchk. OH elle GoJblIe CCYTYJIHJICA H
TIOTEMHENI JHUILOM. B ero Koporkoii cemoBartoii Gopome 3acTpsia
CTPY:KKa, a OH He 3aMeydaJl 9TOre...

Jdex BcTasm, BRINIPAMMJCS M OKa3aJCS BIBOe BBIIIE BHYKA.
Teneps oH 66t Ausa IleTBKM CTPOrEM M MYAPBIM JeA0M, IJS
KOTOpOr0 IJIaBHOE B JKU3HU — paboTa M KOTODPHII O JIOZAX CY-
IUT TOJBKO II0 HX ZeJaM.

- Brixomur, o6uzy B cepAlle Ha CTapIINX HMeelllb,— CKa-
3aJ ¢ JIeTKMM YKopoM zen. W Bapyr yasiGHyJCA, CKYNIO, HO KaK-
TO IIO-CBOICKI.

ITerbra yzueumca. Hen ueuc'anTem,Ho CEeTOHS He TaKoif, KaK
Bcerja. ¥ macuer o0uzanI cKaszaj TaK, CJAOBHO MPUMIAIIAN K
CepBe3HOMY, O6CTOATENFHOMY — 0e3 pyraHum — pasrosopy. Taxoro
elle He CJIYy4YaJioCh, U Temeph IleTbKa ¢ 0COOBIM HHTEpPEecOM KIAJ,
uTo Ke Oyzer Aaiaslie. Ho y mema 4YTO-TO HMepeMEHUJOCH B JIHIE,
CJIOBHO TE€Hb KaKasg-To Ipobexasa, OH B3ZOXHYJ M CTaJl IIpeK-
HUM BOPYJIHUBBIM CTAPUKOM.

— 3910 Ha TebdA, HOpOroil TOBapHI, OOMMKATHCA HAXO,— IJIY-
X0 3aroBopuin gel.— A mouemy? Ila XoTsi 6BI HOTOMY, YTO CHO-
Ba THI U3 JIeCy HpHINEeJ] ¢ HYCTHIMH pPyKaMu. Tak BeIb MOXMKHO
BCIO JXU3HDb 3a3Pd 10 3eMJIe IPOINAATHCS.

— A me o6eng mocun Koapke. Passe sT0 He Zeso?— zaHoc-
uyneo Bospasuia IleTeka.

— 970 mosagena,— ybexJeHHO 3agBHI fef. B ero rosoce mo-
CJABIIIANNUCH TODPKECTBEHHble HOTKH, M IleThKa HAaCTOPOIKUJICH.
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— TIlopa K HacTOAlIEMYy [JeJy IPHUCMATPUBATBHCH,— IIPOJOJ-
®aJ fel,— XOTA 6B IPUTPAruBaThca K HeMmy. Ilopa!l

— A 4uTo 3TO0 3a HacTrofAIlnee JeJ0?— ¢ HECKDHIBAeMBIM HHTE-
pecom cnpocua Ilerbxa.

— A TaKoe [eJ0, 4TO MOOGOJIBIIE IIOABL3LI OT TeO0A JTOJIKHO
yoKe OBITh,— CTaJ OOBACHATH JAeZ HapacneB.— BoT xoTa 0w u ce-
rogus. Illes TEI K JOMYy MeX KYCTOB — TaK M Hapesasn 6bl co-
reHKy npyTHkoB. OHu ceiiuac elle He 3ajepeBeHeNM U CBexeif
IOPOCIH Ha HUX ellle MyCcTAK. B 3Ty mopy npyr caMblii rubxuit
M TpPOYHBIH, B paboTe yAOOHBIH — KODP3UHKM M3 HEro JOJro U
BEPHO XO03AHMHY cJyxkar. IIpuHec OBl ThI CEerojHS INPYTHKOB, a
3aBTpa, TJIAAUIND, KOP3WMHKY OBl ciuesi. Bor M mojapsza HaJIuio,
neGosplIas, HO BCEe JKe... H BeJluKue [ejla #3 MaJbIX YacTHIL
cKJIaAbIBaOTCs. WJIM CYUYKM Ha eJKaxX OpUCMOTpes 6bf Ha o6py-
YU XOTh K TeM K€ KOP3UHKaM, XOTh K maiikam. [fa Majo gu 4TO
MosKHO 6BIgio mpumHectu! B mecy 6nI or 3aToro He yOmijso, pacTeT
OH IIOCTOSHHO, a4 B jJoMe — MpuoObiJo GBI, Ypasymeii, 4To B JoMe
MHOTO€ H3HALINBAETCS, CTAPEET M B HETOZHOCTH INPUXOJHUT.
M Bce 3To HA/I0 MOJAHOBJIATE U JEPKATH B IOPATKE...

Jex NmpHMOJK, NPOJOJKASA LIEBeJIUTH rybaMu, 5TO 3HAYUJIO,
YTO KOHYATH PasroBop OH He coOmpaercs. ‘

— IlpeacraBn-Ka,— Hayad Jel,— YTO Bce HAUTU JEePEBEHCKHE
cerOAHSA ¢ MYCTBIMH PYKaMH, KaK THI, JOMONH U3 JIECY BEPHYJHUCH.
Yro us sToro mosyuurca’?

IleTbka nHe otBeTms. Yero TyT oTBeyaTh? SlcHO, UTO NHOJB3BI
He IOJIYYHUTCH.

A men mpozoJKaJ:

— Heno — apsaup GyAeT. A ecJu OHHU, JIOAN-TO JepPEeBEHCKHUE,
HeAeJI0 Taxk MomycTy npoboJsraiorca? Torga HyXKJa K MXHHM H3-
5aM BIJIOTHYI0O nopoiger. IlycTurep B AOM HYMKIY JEerKO, BBI-
"HATh — HEIIPOCTO,— pacCy:XKJaaJ Jexn.

— Tak BeIp Bce HAIIM JepeBeHCKHe BeYHO B pabore,— cKa-
jaa llerpka.

— A Hazo emle BUJeTh, OT KOr'0 KakKasd NOJb3a B 3ToiM pabo-
re,— Bospasua gen.— C opgHoif cTOpoHBI Tmogb3a 0T paboTsl
lipeT, ¢ APYroii — Hy:KJAa HacTynaeT, BOT M HAAO BUJETH, UTO
cunpHee. He cpasy pasragpuinb, Kak HYJKJa BIOJI3aéT — XUTPa
oHa. Takoit yx Bpar, sTa HYKJa, 4YTO BCE BpeMs HOPOBHUT UeJIOBE-
Ka B MOJIOH 3a0paTh.

— Ceiiyac riaBHBI Bpar — GaurucTel,— B CBOIO OYepeab BO3-
pasnia Ilerska.

— A BoliHa — 9TO TJIaBHasag U BceoOImasd Hy:kJja. M Ha Bcex
HAC OHA HACTymaer, Ha Kamayio uzdy. Ilonumaemsp siu, o uem &
TOJKY10?
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— Tlonan,— OoTKAUKHYJCA cO B3goxoMm IleTrka.

— Hwuuero Tbl He NOHAJ,— HEOOMZHO YCMEXHYJCH JAel.—
Ecau 6b1 moHsa, To caM OBl M CKa3aj, 4YTO TeNeph KaMIOMY
yeJIOBEKY B BOe-BTpOe IoJie3Hee Hajxo 6nIThb. Bpar TRoii Hukomaii
5TO. XOPOMIO HOHHMAeT, OTTOr0 M JOMHT, KaK Jollaib. A Tbl Ha
CTapoM YPOBHE [eP:KULIbCH.

— Hdak uero Bcé g-To?— Hegoymeraa IleTnKa. B HEeM ONnATh
BCIBIXHYJa o6uga.— M a1 He 0TKa3bIBAIOChH.

— 9TO He ompaBiaHHe,— CKasaJ Jen. —JII0OMIIL THI BCerjga
BHIBEPTHIBATHCA. «He OTKAa3BIRAIOCH», TOBOPHILE. BepHO, AONMyCTHM
s70. Ho Begs ¥ caM He pBelIbCS K Jeny. JTo Toxe BepHo? Besyc-
aoeuo! A Beib M XyJ0, KOJH He pBelibcd. B HacTosimmeM-To JeJe
KakK nmoayuaercda? IloHAN ero 4eyJOoBeK — M CaM Ha Hero uper 0es
npurjalleHuii ¥ npuka3oB. CaM 4YeJoOBeK M [JOJIKEeH HalTH ero,
NPUKUIIETh CepAleM M AejaTb. MHOrme BCIO JKH3HL TaK U KHUBYT.
N ciaasuo! OYeHP MHOrOro MOMKET AOCTHYEL UEJIOBEK TaK-TO.
A exeqHM He NOHAJ OH AeJI0 AYINOH, He NMPUMET ero ¥ K PyKaM.
TakoMy u yKaszka He nomoxxer. IIycTs OH ¥ He OTJBIHHBAaeT, HO
U cIeaaTh AeJO XOpOoLIo He cyMeeT. 3HAYMUT, HE ONHO TOJIOE IIO-
HUMAaHHe, a ellle U pajJeHHe HYXHO. HaZo IOJIOOGUTE CBOe Jeno
HaBcerga. IlowaTHo 3To-T0?

— [la Bpoje noHATHO,— cKasaa IleTbKa.— A 3a uTo 6paTh-
ca-T1o? |

— Onars HUYero He NOHSJI,— MATKO B3JOXHYJ Ael.

— [Ha nouan a!— saxkpuuai IleTnka.

— ¥YMoM HOHAJ. A 3TO 3HAYUT — TOJLKO HANOJIOBHMHY. Ha-
IO eme M HYTPOM, CepAlleM IOHAThb Ja M NUPHUKHIETh K Jeay.
Y Tebs gyuia-to mpocut gena?

— Jla Kak ’Xe He IIPOCHT, ecaIM BOH 4TO TBOopuTcA! DpoHT
panoMm, Jgiofeii ybumaror. Tyr sayemyrca KyJaKd y KOTO XO-
Yellb...— JleTbKa pasBoJHOBaJCH, OTJsJeJ CBOM KYJaKH, PyKa-
MU 3aMaXxaJl.

— Torpa He mpomaimuii ThI 4YeJIOBEK,— C OJ0OpeHMEM CKa-
3ai fAex u ObOHAJ BHyKa 3a mJjeuyn.— Hago ropers nyIroi-to,
Hago. Torga u pyxu geso HagyT.

— A rak u pymaro...

— JHywmaii, gymaii, BHYYeK,— ¢ MyApoil yJIbIGKOIi TOBODHI
mead u jaxe mo rosnose IleTsky normazui.— Jymaii, 4To6er He
npo3eBaTh CBOE JeJio, cebs He IposeBaThb. Ts:Kenmas ceiiuac ro-
Juna. Becem Hamo aymaTts, uTo6bl BhIcTOgNa Mocksa... YTo6el 1
Hai OCTPOB 3XHUB OCTAJCAH.

Jex ymonk. M cHOBa riasa ero 3acie3wHCh, CCYTYJIHINCH
nneuyn. OH, HapepHOe, BCIOMHUJ O morubuem coiHe Muxawuie...
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Ovowen gexn or Ilerbku, cex pAAOM ¢ MHCTPYMEHTaMM Ha Opes-
HLIUKO, 3aTHX.

— [Henyuika, a modyeMy Haimy jepeBHIO OcTpPOBOM HasBaau? —
cupocun Ilerpka. lex orosBajica He cpasy.

— W mnpaBUABHO HAa3BaJH,— YOEKAEHHO U PACCYAUTEIHHO
nrosopuy oH.— He CcKaKy TOYHO, KTO AaJ JepeBHe TaKoe MMA,
110, BUAUMO, He TJIYOBI OBIJ TOT YeJOBEK, MOTOMY UTO M BIPAMb
*TOIIT OHa KaK OBl Ha ocTpoBe. C Tpex CTOPOH OT/AeNdeT ee OT
APYTHX cesl peka I'puropka, a ¢ 4eTBEpPTOif — JKeJie3HAad Jopora
M Jiec, KOTOPOMY KOHIIa-Kpal Her. BoT M moJsydyaercs, 4YTo II0-
HNCTh B HAIIly JIEPEBHIO MOYKHO TOJBKO Uepe3 BOAHYIO IIperpany,
0 eCTh OYATO HA OCTPOB IIepenmpaBHUTBCA. A KaK Hallla JepeBHS
cronit? He BHITAHYJACh OHA B OAHY YJHIYy M He TIAAUT OKHA-
MIl TOJBKO B OKHa cocefieii. Hamna JepeBHS Ha BCe CTOPOHBI
OUBCTA OKHAMM CMOTPHT, KakK OYATO CBOM IIOJI, CBOM BJALCHUSA
i I'PAaHUILI HEYCBHIIHO OXpaHseT... A BeAb MoCKBa-To TOXe BO
¢ CTOPOHBI IVIAOMT, CJAOBHO FPAaHMUBI BCEH CTPAaHBI CTepeXXerT.
ilo TaM yK rpaHHUBl BaKHeH, IOTOMY YTO OHH — I'OCyJapCTBEH-
nule. A Iep:kKaBa-To Haiia BO ryjaBe ¢ MoCKBOit — TOXe KaK OCT-
poUB cpeiu APYrUX cTpadH. 910 BeAb y Hac Toabko CoBerckas
WIACTh HAPOAHAadA, CBOA, U HeTy Ooraueii-MHpoesoB, 4uTO 006€310-
AIIRAIOT TIPOCTHIX JIOJeil, *KUBYT WX TPYAOM, UOTOM Ja KPOBBIO.
¥ Hac Bce paBHBI, ecaH udecTHBl. Bor foraream-To APYrHX CTpaH
i He IO HYTPY, 4TO moj OGOKOM y HHX HJET TaKaf ClipaBeAJNBasd
MH3HB M rpaburh OamkHero ga cijaboro He mnossBoseHo. Crpa-
narcsa 6orared, Kak Obl U HXHHEe OegHAKU II0 HAIIEMY IIPHUMEDPY
PCBOJIIONUIO He TOJHAMYU, a HX, CTOAIMUX y BJAacTH, He CKHHYJIU
J\l — K HOI'TIO... BOT OoHM M co0pajM CHUJIBLI 4yTh JH HE CO’ BCEro
rnera, ABUHYJUCH Ha Hac. PasboiHUYAlOT, HA KOJIEHH HaC XOTAT
110CTABUTH, IIOKOPHUTH... MHOro Halleifi KPOBH OHH IIPOJMJIYU, MHO-
ro ZOMOQB IIOJKIJIH, norpabuyiu. 1 ecTs y Hac TOJBKO OJUH BBIXOJ :
1106UTHL BCEX BOPOTOB A0 €QUHOrO M Iipax UXHUK BBITPAXHYTH B
caMoe AajieKoe Mope. A JA 9TOro HaAO BOEBATh M30 BCEU MOYH,
N B TBIJIY U3 IOCJEAHHX JKHJ TAHYTHCHA, NOTOMY YTO CHUJIeH Bpar.
l'ax-To, BHy4YeK. Bor Tebe u Bech moif ckas. Jla Tel u cam GoJb-
110, TOJKEeH IIOHHMATH 4YTO K 4YeMy.

— $ mnounumalo, Aeayiuka,— TuXo ckasanx IleTrbka, 3aBopo-
MCHHBIN JeJOBBIM pacckasoM. HuKorja BeAb He AyMaloCh eMy,
WTro Tak BOT OJHU3KHM M JaXKe CXOKH MaJIeHbKaA e€ro AepPeBYIIKa
Ocrpos u orpomHas MockBa, 4TO, ZOJKHO OBITH, U CO BCEMH
APYTUMH JepeBHAMH H ropozamMu MockBa B TaKOM € KPOBHOM
popcrBe. B nepeBHe OcrpoB — Bce PyMAHLEBE, a B CTpPaHe —
nee COBeTCKHe. 3HAYUT, BCe 3a04HO. A 5To Ttakasa cuiuma!l IleTs-
K¢ IIOKas3ajioch, YTO OH cenaj Aas ceSsA OTKPBITHE, H OT BOCTOP-
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ra y Hero saxpBaTwio ayx. «Ia ¢ rTakoit cuioit JmoGoro Bpara
PaCKOJIOIIMATUM!» — YBEPEHHO AyMaJ OH, rJIAAd HA TAaKOro MYQ-
pOro M JIaCKOBOTO JeZfa PasropeBLIMMUCA rJa3aMu.

— Bor Tak-ro,— 3agyMumBo 1oBTopua ged.— JoBopumiocs
MHe B MockBe OpiBaTh. I [0 cHMX IOp AyMalo, 4TO CXOXKa Halla
AepeBHsa ¢ Hei. Tel 3aMerus Ju, mapeHb, YTO BCE€ TPOIKM, BCE
Zoporu u3 Jieca, C IOJIeH, ¢ PEeKH, ¢ JYroB — cOeraloTcd B HaIly
JepeBHIo? PaszbpeayTca ¢ yrpa JIOAM IO 3THM JAOPOKKAM, KakK-
JBIli MO cBoOel, a K Bedepy 00d3aTeJBLHO BCe JAOMOI BO3Bpalla-
107TcA. OTTOro, 4T0 POXHOE BTO MecTo. MHble M HAZOJr0o Ye3’KaroT,
a BCE COXHYT IO POJHOMY THe3ZBIIKY. Tak u K MocKBe BeayT
Bce nyru-goporu. Ho TaM y:K He HpPOCEJKH, a KeJe3uble 1a
CcTOJIOOBBIE MAarucTpajii, PeKH CYAOXOJHBIe, KaHaJbl... Y Tak u3
KasKJOoro yroJika CTPaHBI, OT KaxJou uabel nyTh K MOCKBe mpo-
aoxeH. M cwesxkalorcsa Tyga moOpble Hammm Jgiogu. A ceifgac
TPYJbI0 32 Hee CTOAT... MOCKBa-TO Ha GOJIBIIOM BO3BBILIEHHHU IIO-
CcTpoeHa, Haj pekoil. U maima gepeBHAa — Toke. Bor Tebe m cxof-
ctBo. IToromy uro oguH KopeHb — Poccusal!.. Hago, KomeuHo, mo-
HHMAaTh, YTO Hallla JepeBeHbKa — MaJIIOCEHBKHII OCTPOBOYEK DOJ-
Hoif 3emuai. Ham aTOT OCTpPOBOK Bcero Guamixe K cepaiy. W Her
poxHee u Joposke ropora, yem MockBa. Camu ™Mbl — Mocksa.
OHa Hac B o6uIy He AaBaja, HY U MBI JOJIKHBI 34 Hee XOTh Ha
cmepts uaTH. U uayr saroxu Hamu., ITomMHM 3TO0 M cepaueM NOHU-
Maii.

6

B ropauue Iletpxa ycencsa Bosie OKHa U 3arjdafesicad B Ty
CTOpPOHY, Tae Oblma MockBa. Ho MOCKBBI M3 OKHAa He BUIHO.
Ilerbka 3HaJ, YTO e€e He YBHAULIL, AaiKe ecau 3abepelibCs Ha
BEpUIUHY caMOI BBICOKOIT Gepeskl. IIpoGosaJ.

Ceiiyac ma ropH3oHTe CHHes JHUIIL ropbaThlii xoam TymaH-
Heid. OH 3akpeiBag co6oif Bce, 4TO GBHIJIO AaJsblle, KPOME TOHEHE-
KOil 4epHOII TaJIOYKH, TPY6HI JaJieKoro JLHO3aBoJa, HajX KOTO-
poii IOCTOSHHO BHMJaCh eIBa 3aMeTHas CTPyHKa [gbiMa. 3aBO.-
ckyio tpy6y Iletbka pasraagen u ceiiuac. Y o6aauko ApIMa Haj
Hell O6b170. «PaGoraer saBoj,— moayMan OH.— A BeAb K (PPOHTY
CH 6J1iKe KUJIOMETPOB Ha NATHAAATh, YeM Hallla AEPEBHA»,

Ho 3aBopg Bckope 3abwinca. ITeTbka Bce eme HaxXoAWJCH IIOZ,
BIleYaTJeHHEM [JYHIEBHBIX CJIOB Aela, IMOTOMY uTo (OoJiblile BCero
Ha cBere JIOOUJI CBOIO JIEPEBHIO, pPeYKY I'DHTOPKY, JKeJe3HYIO
JOPOry, BBITOPOAKY M JaJIeKYI0 TaUHCTBeHHYI0 MOCKBY. A 4TOGHI
cbepeuys Bce 9TO, ¢ GECIIOKOICTBOM AyMaJ OH, HaJdo 06A3aTebHO
cAenaTh YTo-HHOYAb 3HAYMTEAbHOe IJd mobeasnl.
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Jlyuiie Bcero, KoHeuHO, 6bITh Ha (dpoHTe., Ho kKTO 3Ke TOrja
G6ygetr HocuTh obGeanl KosbKe, KOTOpBIH cumTaeT M CBOIO paboTy
Takoi BaskHoON? XoTh M HINBIHAIT IleTbKy B3pocJjble, a TPYAHO
6ymer cemMbe ©6e3 Hero — 3To TOYHO. Jla M B CEHOKOC HEKOMY
Oyner safupaTbcs Ha CTOra, Ha caMble UX BePIIMHKM, M IPHHU-
MaThb oxamKM. IleTbKa XOTh W MOJIOJleHEK, a B BTOM Jejle 3HaeT
TOJIK, OTell O6yYHI... '

Ho Tyt Bcnomuunack xiaarsa. M Ilerbka Haxmypuica. Hamo
JKe, KaK ero samyTaau 3TH B3pociable! W1 Bcex-To OH ciaymiaer, U
¢O BCeMU TOTOB corjacHTbcd. Heyskenm oH HACTONBKO IJYI, UTO
MOKeT. JKHUTHh JuIlb uyxkum ymoMm? CrbigHo st1o. [MHax cmoBo —
Jepsruch!

OH pas3BA3aJ Y3€J0K, BBIMBIJI IIOCYAY, IIPUBBIYHO TJIAHYJI B
okHOo Ha CenpKuH 3ayJokK. CeHbKa OBIJI TaM, KOIOLIMJICA C Ka-
KUMU-TO MAJKaMH M JocoukaMmu, IleTbKka 3aMep, BrIsAbIBAsChH, HO
TaKk M He MOr' pasrajarth, ueM saHuMaerca apyr. OH KoJeGasicd,
warn K CeHbKe uiau HeT... Ilo6eauno maw6GomneiTcTBo. Y1 IleThbka
ppibesxas u3 u36pl. Ho yke Ha cepeAnHe yJIWUIBI OH HAIyCTHUJI Ha
ce6a BIOJIHE paBHOAYWIHBIN BUA M mopouren K CeHbKe BpasBasoy-
Ky, PYKH B KapMaHaX, cioBHO CeHbKMHa paboTra HM UYTOUKY HE
IIHTEpecoBaa ero.

CeHbKa KOPOTKO TJIAHYJ Ha Apyra M HHYero He ckasajn., OH
paborau.

— Yero mMacTepUIIL-TO? — ¢ HANIYCKHBIM Ge3pas3yuyneM CIpo-
cua Ilereka.

— He Bugump, uto Ju?!— orkauxuyiaca CeHbKa, Jake He
oragayBmuck. OH yiKe 3aKOHYMJ OGCTPYruBaTh NAJIKHM, OMMJIIUI
1X HOKOBKOI, YTOGB! OBIJIM OQUHAKOBOM [AJMWHBI, W HAdYaJl IIpH-
6UBATH K HUM JOCKH.

IleTeky Tak M HOAMBIBAJO Y3HATH celyac ske, YeM 3aHUMAa-
¢TCs Ipyr, HO He MOr Ke OH 3aJaBaTh OJUH M TOT K€ BOIIPOC
/lBa pasa.

— Tloxoxke Ha TauKy?— cnpocusn ero cam CeHbKa, OTKJA-
IbIBaA MHCTPYMEHTHI M BBITHPAs IOT ¢ BeCHymI4aTtoro Jjba.

— A passe 310 Tauxka?— BBIpBaJoChk y IleThKH.

— Koneuno! Bor 6oxar. Ilpunasky ero K KOHIAM IlaJjiOK, Ha-
JIGHY Ha HEero KoJIeCO — M TroTOBO. BO3BMYCH 3a 3TH DPYUKU U
110ely XOTh Kyja.

— Kakoe xoaeco?— 3a6pls8 060 BceM, IIOCHEIIHO CIPOCHJI
llerbKa, pasraanabviasd CeHbKUHY HORENKY.

— Kouseco — s3To TaiiHa. Tebe cKaKy, HO Tl — HUKOMY.

~— Morunal— toruac saBepua Ilerska.

— Koseco g OT BeAJKM OTBUHTHJ. 3HAellb, IIOJ OBUHOM CTO-
ur Beanxa? Ceiiuac oHa He HysKHa. Tak 3aueM KoJjecy Ha Heil
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pxaBers? A ¢ HUM mopaboralo, a mocje HMOCTABIIO TYAa Ke, TAe
6B1JI0.

— V3HaioT — momajetr!— ucnyrayiica 3a JApyra IleThbka.—
CraXyT, YTO KOJXO3HYI0 MAUIMHY H3J0MAaJ.

— MoxeT, 1 NONMAJET, €CAU Y3HAIOT. A BedJKy A He JoMaJl.
ToBopi0, uTO 00paTHO NpUBUHYY,— yIpAMO TBepausa CeHBKa.

OH BHITAIGUJ H3-TOJ KPBLJIbLIA YYT'YHHOE JHTOE KOJIECO BeJH-
YHHOH C pelreTo, Npojies B ero oTeepcTue GoJIT, yAapusa Mo KoJje-
CYy JaJlOHBIO — OHO B3aKPYTHJIOCH 0e33ByYHO M YAUBHUTEJIbHO
6nicTpO.

— Haxaructo uzer!— BocxumenHo ckasaa CeHbpka.— A s
ele erTeM CMaxy.

He cumMas KoJieca, OH 3aKpelnus IBO3AAMH 0OJT Ha KOHIAX
MaJOK 1N C BOCTOPrOM IOKATHJ TAUKY IO 3aYJKY.

— A zauyem rTebe ouHa? — cmpocun IleThka, efBa CKpbIBad
3aBHCTH: OH BJPYr' NMOUYYBCTBOBAJ, UTO €My CaMOMY XO4eTCsS BO
4yTOo GBI TO HU CTaJIO UMETh TAKYIO e TAauKy. ,

Cenbka TeM BpeMeHeM Oepe:XHO IIOCTABHJ ee 3a KPLLIbIO,
BEIHEC 13 CEHEeH TONOD U BEPEBKY.

— [MpoBa 6yny BO3WUTb,— HAKOHEl] HOSACHUI OH.— XOpPOIIMii
X03AUH Ha 3UMY JIETOM ZpOBa 3alacaer.

— Jiposa...— npesputenbHo ckasaa Ilerbka. OH cpasy Io-
HaAJ lieTbKUHY YJIOBKY M paccepauics. Ilogouiesr K Apyry BILJIOT-
HYI0, 3aIIeNTaJ CO 3JIOCTHIO:

— A xak xe dpoHr? Bears Tol Kaamcal

— Bce BepHo,— KaK HHM B ueM He OBLIBAJIO COIVIACHJICS
CenbKa.

— A 181 uTO 3aTedan!

— Tebe xoponio Tak paccysKAaTh!— pPacKUNATHICA BAPYr U
Censka.— ¥V Teba aBa MysHKa B gome. OHU Bce caenanoT. TBoa
rosoea O ApoBax He 6oaur. A mue kKax 6bITb? Hekomy, Kpome
MEeHSs, HABO3UTb. 3arOTOBJIO BOT I1apy MOJEHHHI, YTOGHI XBATIJIO
6abxe Ha 3uMY, TOrZa M Ha (PPOHT MaxHeM, a Ges ApoB eil He
BHIJKUTD.

Iletbra cmemrasnca. OH He 3HaJ, UTO BO3pasuThs Apyry. Ja,
cnoputh TyT ObL10 TpyzaHo. IIpas Cennka. IleThke Aaske 3aBUAHO
cTajio, YTO He caM OH, a 3TOT HegoTena CeHbKa OKa3aJicai TAKHM
X03dlcTBeHHLIM B yMeabIM. CaMm coopyaua Tauky! He mryTka.
W yx He o IleThke, a 0 HeM OyAyT rOBOPHUTE B JepeBHE, UTO
JeJbHEIN, MOJI, MapeHb pacreT, paboramuii. JI[posa Beas M B3poc-
Jiple CUMTAIOT Haumepseiinieii zaboroit. Bes nux, xax 6e3 xieba,
nponajelb.

CeHbKa HPHUBA3a7 TONOP K TayKe U C CONMAHLIM BHAOM IIO-
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KaTuJd ee K BeIropofxe. opawiii IleTbka cTpajas, HO Ien ps-
loM, He CIIyCKaf TJia3 ¢ KoJjieca, KOTOPOoe IPHUILIOCH K MECTY.

— Jlaif MHe HEMHOMKEUYKO IIOKATUTEH,— YHUMKEHHO IIOIPOCUT
OH, KOrZa OHHM ObliM yyKe 3a oKouauieil. CeHbKa BEeIMKOIYUIHO
yerynua emy Tadky. IleTbka yxpaTuiicad 3a PYYKH M Cpas3y IIo-
4yyBcTBOBaJ ceba npu gene. OH ¢ KAKHM-TO HOBBIM, He 3HAKOMBIM
eMy IIpeJe YAOBOJBLCTBHEM KATHJ TAYKYy IO YTOITAHHOH TpPO-
NMUHKe ¥ JOJI0 He XOTeJ OTAABATh ee CeHLKe. Rafmnacs TauyKa
JIETKO U OBICTPO.

Boane neca onu zacmopuiu.

— JaBaii caMyno O60JBIIYI0 €JIKy CPYOUM — cpas3y BO3HIIE
o0yzaer!— ropsauo Hactausaj Ilerbka.

— Eaxy manxo,— pasMBIILIAJ, MoYechiBasg MaKyimnky, CeHb-
Ka.— W3 Hee OpeBHO Aysd cTpoilku BHIigeT. laBait ayunie BOH
OTOT OJBHIAHHUK PYOHUTH, OH K IIONI0 IoAOHpaeTci — XOPOIIYIO
3€MJII0 2aTIOJOHUTL HOpPoBUT. Ero BCe paBHO KOpPUYEBATH IIPUAETCSH,
Ja U TOAUTCS OH TOJBHKO HA JPOBA.

Criopusn HeJOJro: OJ0JIeBaJI0 HeTepIieJUBOe KeJaHue IOCKO-
pee npuHAThCa 3a pabory — u Ilerbka yerynui. CeHbKa mnoTpo-
raj najbllaMy Jie3BHe TOIOpAa, IOILJIeBaJ Ha JIAJIOHH M C IIEPBOTO
e B3Maxa CBAaJUJ KPENEeHbBKYI0 OJLIINHKY, U3 KOTOpOii, 10 ero
pacdeTaM, JAOJIKHO OBl IOJYUYUTHCS IOJEHLEB NATh. eno y Hero
{IOILJIO CIIOPO, OYATO OH BCIO JKU3HH T€M M 3aHUMAJCH, YTO PyOUI
nec. A Ilerspra ruAfes, nmeiTajicd AABaTh COBETHl, HO CKOpO Ges-
JleIbe MCTOMMUJIO €ro.

— Hago 61 u mMHe 'ronop IIPUXBATUTH,— Jorazajicd OH U
KUHYJICA K JlepeBHe.

Korza om 6bicTpeHBbKO BepHyJca ¢ TomopoM, CeHbKa ycmes
yiKe [OBAJIUTh OJBIIAHHKA Ha A0OpHIA Bo3. IleTbka B3joxHys: u
cornacuicA OBITH Ha IOAXBaTe y Apyra — oopybaTrh cyubss M pas-
JIeJIBIBATH KODPABBIE CTBOJHKHU HAa DPOBHEIE IIOJIEHBA.

H por mepBHIit BO3 Harpyed u yBsisaH. Jpysbd CIpATAIN TO-
110PBI B KyCTaX, AJId IyHIeld Hafe:KHOCTH 3aKHIAJH HX BETKAMH.
Tponynuck... Kature rpymKeHyio Tauky IO 3BIOKMM KOYKaM
OINYIIKH OKa3ajoch He TaK IpocTo. Jla u BnepBoit Beab! Tauka
TO U JeJI0 KPeHHJach, U KOBapHBbIEe INOJIEHbA CHINAJUChL B TPaBY.
llerska 3aberaJs BIepeji, NPUIIOAHMMAJ KOJ€CO... Tak, 4yTh JH
11¢ Ha PYKaxX U BBIHECJM OHU TAYKY K TPOIMHKE.

C HeNpHBLIUYKU YIAaPUJINCH, APOMKAJH OT HAUDPAKEHUa HATPY-
JKeHHBle pykHu. Ho 1o riajgkxoil TpPomKe Jaske U C rPy3oM Tadka
10KaTUJIAChk CHOBA YAUBUTEJIHLHO JIETKO, TOJBKO IIOCIIEBAail 3a Heit
/@ DYYKH JepiKU POBHee.

IlonepeMeHKe OHM BeceJO NMPUKATHIH ApoBa B CeHLKHH 3a-
VJIOK. DBICTPDEHBKO PaCYHCTHJIM 3a KPBLIBIIOM MECTO U CJIOMKMJIM
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TyAa ToJieHbs. JI1000BaJHCh HapoKIaBIIEHCA TOJEHHUIEH He-
JOJr0o — TIOHAJH, KAK MHOT'O Pa3 NPHUIETCH CHe3JUTh B BBITOPOJ-
Ky, 4TOOBl TOJHSJACH TOJIEHHHIA O KPHIIIM, CTaJla HacTOAIIEH.

— Ha fcCTOmeHB-TO XOTh XBATHUT?— ¢ COMHEHUEM CIIPOCHUJ]
ITersKa.

— JHomxHo XBaTUTh,— cKasan CeHbKa U IIpUHAJCA CYHU-
TaTh.— UcroneHs — 370 geHb. 3UMa y Hac — LeJbIX moJsroza. Ma
U JeTOM HaJ0 IIeYb TONUTH, 0e3 Hee o6eJ He c¢Bapumbs, Ho moka
6yzeM AymaTrh TOJBKO o 3uMe. OHa — 1recTs Mecsies. Ha mecsais
HaJo0 TPUANATH TAKUX BO3OB, 4 HA BCIO 3uUMY... — CeHbKa Ha MTHO-
BeHHe 3aAyMmaJicd, CYUTas B yMe.

— Cro Bocembpjecar,— noackasan IlerbKa,— a HaAKpyrJjo —
KJaad [ABECTH. 3UMOI Beb MOpPO3BI YAApPAT, TOTAAa M MaJeHb-
KYIO IeYYPKY NIPHAETCA CTABUTH Ja nomannnnaﬂ, K Beuepy. Ha
BCe JieTo Tebe pabOThI XBATHT.

— [MJaBail BOT 4TO eille y4YTEM,— TOPOILJIKUBO 3aroBopuy CeHb-
Ka,— ceifiyac A 3arJfHy JoMoi, 3aMedy Ha XOAHKAx BpeMd.
ITlocae sTOro — cpasy B BEITOpOZKy. IIpuBeseM BTOpPOH BO3 U
ONATh HA XOAUKH IIOCMOTPHUM — Y3HA€M, CKOJBKO Ke BpEeMeHU
YXOAUT Ha OAWH peiic, a IMOTOM COCUYHTAEM, CKOJHKO BO30OB IIPH-
Be3eM 3a JAeHb — TOrJa Bce CTAaHEeT sCHee.

CeHbka CTpeJoil B3JeTeJ Ha KpPHLIABIO, CKPBLIJICA 34 ABEPAMH
U TYT K€ BBICKOYHJ OGPaTHO.

— ITopagox!— kpukuyn ou.— Iloexasnu!

K necy muanuch Gerom. M BTOpOii Bod npuBes3aHn ObicTpee
nepeoro, Toponuauch Kak TOAbKO Morjau. C HeNnpHUBBIYKKU Toda-
JUBAJM PYKHM U HOTH, HBLJIKM cuMHBI, Ho Ipysba He TIPpH3HABAJIHCH
B 3TOM, OHHY OBIJIU 3aHATHI IIOJCYETAMIH.

YT100Bl HAPYOUTH APOB AJA BTOPOTO BO3a, NPHBE3TH M CJIO-
JKHUTHL B IOJEHHHUUY, NOTpe6oBasoch 4YyTh GoJbllle ABAAIATH MH-
HyT. Hoayuniock, 4TO 3a 4ac MOJKHO TIPHBE3TH TPHU BO3a, €CIU
elre MOAHAXKATh.,

— Hy BoT!— TopskecrBoBan CeHbka.— Yac paboTel, a ApOB
Ha TpU OHA.

— A CKOJBKO e 3a /IeHb MOMKHO YCIIeThb? - BO30YIKACHHO
coobpaskan Ilerska.— Bejgp 4acoB JecATh MOMKHO B JeHb pabo-
Tath. A 3T0 — TpUAUaTh B0o30B! Ha meswrit mecan! Bor szoposo!
A #a-To ucmyraJicA TOHA4aJy, YTO NMPOBAJAHAAEHILCA THl JO OCe-
HU. A Tenephr scHee ACHOrO, YTO HEAOJr0 MBI IPOKAHHTEIMMCS.
3a Hemeaw obecneuuM TBOI 6a06Ky TomamBom. IToexasm!

IToka saHuMaauch NMOACYETAaMH, CHAA Ha TpaBe B 3ayJKe, yC-
TaJocTh Ipouiia. M1 BCKOpe APY3bsd ONUATE MaxajM TOIOpPaMM Ha
onymke. PajgoctHo ObLIO MM CO3HABATh, 4YTO HAIIJAM OHU cebe
TaKOe XOpollee U I0Je3HOe 3aHATHE.
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Ho B 3T0 Bpemsa B Hebe pasgaJica ryi. Iletbka 6pocun Tomop,
sarasagencsa Ha sanal. OH ¢ TocKoit u OeccHabHOII 371060#1 AY-
MaJl, 4TO BOT-BOT OINATHL ITOABUTCSA YEPHBIH CaMOJIET ¢ KpecTaMi
HA JKeJTHIX KpBLILAX, U — KTO €ro 3HaeT,— MOXKET, IpumMmercd
FOHATH IYyJEeMeTHHIMU oueperaMi ux ¢ CeHBKO#, u oHu OynayrT
CKaKaTh, KaK 3aiilbl,

— Yero TbI? — 3ab6eCIIOKOUNJICT U Cenbxa, HeJOBOJBHBIH, YTO
pabora 3acronopuiach.

ITeTbka pasgpakeHHO O0epHyJiCA K HEMY, HO He YCIIENl OH CKa-
3aTh ¥ CJ0Ba, KK PEB CaAMOJIETOB HEOXXHUIAHHO Pasfajicsi COBCEM
611U3K0 M HaJ caMbIMM TOJIOBAMH pe0AT IPOHECJHHCH ABA 3elie-
HOBATBIX «dcTpebKa» ¢ KpacHbIMHM 3BesgaMu. OHU HIJIH TIPAMO
Ha 3amaj, NpoJieTeJd Hal KeJe3HOJOPOKHBIM MOCTOM M yM4a-
Juch gaJjbuie, K xoamy TymaxHHomy.

Opysssa raajenu Bcael «sActpebkams», PpPOHT CHOBa HAIOM-
HUJI UM o cebe. Bcmarpusaanchk pebAta U B XOJIM, OH JaBHO Ma-
HUJI uX. BoT yke He mepBoe JIeTO COOHUpaJUCh OHU JOUTH JO XOJ-
Ma, HOJHATHCS HA €ro BepUIHHY, YTO0bI YBUAETH, Y3HAThH, 2 “uTO
JKe 332 HUM-TO...

3ejyieHble «ACTpeOKM» HaA XOJMOM CTalN HOXOMXKH Ha TeM-
HBIX mIMeJeil. BoT oHu B3MBIIM BBEPX OAMH 3a APYIUM, CJIOBHO
urpaau B JorouHasKku. Ho co CTOpOHBI XoiMa HOHOCHJCH W HO-
BBIi, TpepuIBUCTBIH rys. YTo 3710? VYoKe He JBa caMoJieTa Haj
TyMaHHBIM, a, KaKeTcs, 4YeTwIpe, HeT — Oospilne. M kpyxarcsa
OHHM B CTpaHHOM OecrnopAfke, Bpa3HOOO#l HenarT «CBeYKU» H
NUEHADPYIOT, MPUCTPAUBAIOTCH APYr K APYry, YyTh He CcIINOaoTCs
ad6amMu. :

— Bosaymusii 6oit,— Tuxo cxasaJy IleTbKa.

— Hey:xT0? — ucnyragHo cupocus CeHbKa.

OHU JDOoJro CTOANH, CJEOA 3a CaMOJIETHOHN Kapycenabio. Ho
€aMoJIeThl CTAHOBUJIHMCH BCe MEHBbIIE M CKOPO COBCEM IIPOINaJId
sa xoamoMm. TOJNBKO ryJ, TO 3aMUPAOMUHA, To HaGUpalomui cu-
Jy, BCe elle CABIIaJcA oTTyxa. PebAtra He cpas3y BCHOMHUIH O
JIpoBax 4 Tauke.

7

Hacraso cyMaToOLIHOEe BpeMsi, IOJHOE HOBBIX XJIOMOT. Teneps
pebaTamM He HaAO OBLIO NPUAYMBIBATH, 4yeM Obl 3aHATbca: OHu
COCTABUJIM AJA ce0A Takoil IJaH, YTO HU OJHA MUHYTA HE TOJIMK-
ia 6p11a OCTABATHCA CBOGOIHOIA.

B nepByio ouepeib PeLIMJM COOPYIWUTH 3eMJISHKY. B Hee OHI
PACCYMTHIBAJM IIOCTEIIEHHO CKJAABIBATH IIPHUIAcChl, HEO6GXOANMBbIE
no ¢poHToBOI: ku3HU. Ho u 3T mpumachl Hajgo Obizo coGHUpaTh.
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roToBuTh. Kamablii JIeHb APY3hA YXOAUJIH B pPas3BelKy, TO €CThL
Y3HABAJHM, UTO JeNal0T BOGHHBIC Ha HaJIbHEH ONyNIIKe BBITOPOAKI
U BO3Jie KeJe3HOHOpo:KHoro mocra. M eire Hajgo OBLIO — Tak
y® ynopaMmo HactauBan Ha sToMm CeHbKa — HaBOZUTH €My [POB.
Hy, He 1BecTu BO30B, KaK HaMepeBaJINCh CHauaja, a XOTA Obi
cro narsiecar. s sroro Toske Tpebomasiock BpeMdA. Tem Gouee,
YTo pacyeThl Apyseil He ompaBAaJNCh, W He BBINIAAANO TAaKOrG
Yyaca, B KOTOPLIM OHM NMpHUBE3au Obl TPU BO3a, He OBLJIO HU OZHOTO
IHg, Korga pebaTra JOTAHYJIM ObI A0 HaMedeHHON HODMBL —— OT-
BJIEKAJIM BOMHA M BCAKUE JOMAIIHIE Jiejia.

Temnepp 0 XKeJie3HO Aopore BOGHHBIE SIIEJIOHBL IIJTH eme qa-
uie. Huorga OBLIO CJABIIIHO, KaK B TEIJIYIIKAX IOIT COJJATHIL.
Ciy4asoch, SIIEJIOHBI OCTAHABJIMBAJUCH Iepes mocrToM. M Torga
COoJIJaThl BBICHIIAJM H3 BArOHOB Ha HECKOJbKO MHHYT. Kak xo-
TeJoCch pebaraM moAbesKaTh K HUM, IIOTOBOPHUTB, CIPOCHTE O
dpoure, pasridgerr ux opyskue. Ho Bce NmoACTYIBI K MOCTY 3a-
IOJIHUJIN CTPOrMe BOEHHBEIE, KOTOpHBIE Teleph He NPOINYyCKaiau HU-
roro, kpome Kospku, a Koapka o TOoM, 4TO BHIEJ, HE PaCCKa3bl-
Bajg. M riaggers Ha COCTaBbl NPUXOTUJIOCH TailikOM, IojJjiesasd K
HACBIIIM B 3apPOCJIAX BRITOPOAKIH.

A Bpems Toponuino. C samajfa Heccs IOCTOAHHBIA IyX, U BCe
yike He COMHEeBAaJIHMCh, YTO ATO KAaHOHAZA; BCe ualle JeTasJgu ca-
MOJIETEL.

BsBosuoBaso JepeBHIO um elle ogHO cobbitTie. IlouTasnpoHINa
npuHecyaa Kosbke KaKyIO-TO IIOBECTKY, 1 OH Ha JPYyroil sKe JAcHbL
paHexoHBKO ymiea B paiinieHTp. IleTbka, mogKHUAas €ro, OYeHb
nepe:xkuBaj. MaTe B TO yTpOo mJiakKajia M He pasroBapuBaJjia C
MuaazimuM cekiHoM. Ho Kosbpka BepHYJCA B TOT Ke AeHb, 0OAPBIi,
CJIOBHO U He OTMEpHJI HOraMH COPOK BepCT, M IpuHeCc C¢ coboil
MEJKOKaJUOepHYI0 BUHTOBKY a4 JBe KapTOHHBIE KOPOGOUYKU IaT-
POHOB.

9T0 He AJiA BOWHBI, a KaK BOPOIINJIOBCKOMY CTPEJKY-OT-
JIMYHURY BbIZaJIM,— He O4eHb-TO yGeAuTesIbHO ycrioKaupas Koub-
KA BCTPEBOJKEHHYI MATh. DBIT OH B 3TH MUHYTHI HENPUBLIYHO
TIOPBIBUCT, HO JIUIIO OCTABAJIOCH CTPOTUM U XMYDPBIM.

B Tor xe Beuep KosbKa OTHpaBUJICA ¢ BUHTOBKOH 3a JepeB-
go. OH Buzesa, uTo yBasaauch 3a HUM Ilerbka u CeHbKa, HO HU-
Yero He cxaszall.

Cxopo OHM OKa3aJHCh BO3JIe CYX0il M TIAyOOKO#i crapHIbE
6sm3 I'puropxu. TymaH ellle He maJj, ObIJIO IIYCTHIHHO M THXO.

Konnka oTMepHJ HATHAECAT IIATOB M IPUKPEIHNN IPYTHKAMHK
K 0OpsIBUCTOMY Oepery cCTapuilbl GOJBINION Oesblif jUCT, HA KOTO-
POM OTUETIHBO OBl BHACH IIOACHOM KOHTYP cOJijaTa B HeMeIKOk
Kacke. 1 elie mo JUCTY WK KPYTH: OAUH BHYTPH APYroro.
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— Yro 370, Konpka-a?— sausln or HerepueHus IleTbKa.

— MurneHs,— KOPOTKO oTBeTHs OpaTr. OH Ipujiaer Ha CyXoMm
6yropke, ymepcsi JOKTAMH B B3€MJIIO, NPUJIOKHJICA K IPUKIALY
BUHTOBKH IIIEKOH, IIPMMXMYPHJ JIEBBIH rnas. BrlcTpesn oxasaJcs
HErPOMKHM, CJIOBHO IIACTYX UIEJKHYJ KHYTOM.

Konprka ToTyac BCKOYMJ M DPBICIOH NPUIYCTHI K MHIIEHH.
CrJoHMJICA HAJ Hell, OTBICKHBAas cjen nyau. PebaTa y:xe BBIIIA-
JBIBAJIM M3-3a €ro CIIMHBI, 60ACH Jae IBIIIATh.

IIpoGonHy Ha MUIIEHM HAUILAM He cpasy, IOTOMY UYTO OKasa-
Jlack OHA B CaMOM HHUBY JINCTA: IYJSA YyTH 3a/leJia ero Kpaellex.
Konpka mouumarollle KpAKHYJI U TomIEJ o6paTHO K Oyropry. Om
cJeTKa TIepeJBHHYJ XOMYTHK Ha NPHUIEJBHOH IJIaHKe, CHOBa
yJiercss M IeJUuJICa TellepPh Aoaro. A sareM, GbIcTpo paborasa zart-
BOPOM, BEICTPEJIUJA TOAPSA Tpu pasa. Temeps BCce TPH HYXH IIPO-
OMJIM KOHTYD BPasKeCKOro CcOJIIaTa IIOUTH B CAMOM  cepexuHe.
N apipouky OT HUX PACHOJIOMKUIUCH IPABUIBHBIM TPEYTOJIBHUKOM,
CaHTHMETPaX B IIATH OJHA OT APYroii.

— Bor Tak,— yxosjerBopenHo mnoxabiToRua Kouaska.— Te-
Ieph XapaXTep TBOM MHe IOHATEH,— J00aBUJ OH, Zep:Ka Iepen
€000l BUHTOBKY U JIIOOOBHO CHHMAs C Hee IPHJIHIININE TPaBUH-
Ku. TOJBKO TOCJE BTOTO0 OH 3aKHMHYJ BHUHTOBKY Ha IIJ€40, IIOJO-
6pasi ruJIb3bl W IOIIeJI OTLENIATS MULIEHB.

— A mHe-TO!— uyTh He 3apeses oT o6uabl IleThKa.

— Yro?— e monaa Kouspka, pasjpaskeHHO HNOIJSAER HA
HEro.

— Tebe xa-aako, ga? Jlalfi XoTh 0 pasuKy BBICTPEJIHUTH! —
cymaTomiHo yrosapupaJs Gpata Ilerbka, caep:KuBas CcJae3bl.—
Bexp He MasieHbKUE MBL.. Jla ¥ HAM HAJlO YMETh...

Koapka omycTtusn pyxy. ¢ IpoOOHUTOH MUINEHBIO U HECKOJBKO
CEeKYHJ AyMaJ, C COMHEeHUEeM DasrJid/bIBas ITalaHoB.

— Kamaerit matpor Ha ydere. He BesleHO MX MOPTHUTE,— CKa-
3aJ1 OH TJIYXO M TIPUHAJCA CKJAJBIBATHL MHIIEHL BUYETBEPO.

ITersxa 3apesesa B roJioc.

— Tsdy!— naouya nox moru Kospka.— Hy u 6ajoBaHHBIH
thl Y Hac MysKHK. Tdameno ¢ Toboit miogam OyaeTr xurb. Pede-
nouexr! Ciesel pacmycTua, U He CTBITHO!

Tlerska YyMOJIK, CYJOpPOMKHO BCXJMUIBIBasA. B rosoce Gpara mo-
CJLIUAJHACh €My He TOJBKO YIIpeKH, HO U YTO-TO BCEJISIOIIes
HOJIEEKTY.

Konpka B3MaxHy/m MHUINEHBIO, PACIIPABJIAS ee, U CHOBa IIPH-
JCIUJ K CTeHKe OOphIBa.

— TIomin! — ckoMaHAOBAIl OH, KPYTaHYB TOJOBOIL B CTOPO-
ny 6yropka. Pe6ATa BCe MOHAMM, U K OTHEBOMY PYOEXKY HX CJIOB-
110 BeTPOM HPUHECJO. '

35



Jlomucs!— npurasan Koaska Cenbke. ToT ¢ xoxy IJIIOX-
HYJICS JKUBOTOM Ha 3€MJIIO, yIiubcs.

Konpka ycmexnyscs, nonpasiasa CeHbKUHBI HOTM W IOACHSAA,
B KaKOM IIOJIOKEHHHU JOJUKHBI GBITH OHH Y CTPEJIKa, €CJAd OH
JIEKUT.

— A TeMm, KTO peBeT,— B MOCJEAHIOIO OYepeab,— HABUJA-
TEJBHO INIPOTOBODUJI OH, 3apsiKasf BUHTOBKY M BKJAjbIBaA €€ B
CeubpKuHsl pyku. Tsokenada BUHTOBKA B €r0 PYKaX cpasy »Ke KJIO-
HYJia KOHUOM CTBOJA 3€MJIO.

Hepsxu posueii! — npukpuknyn Kosapka. Ho BuHTOBKa Yy
Ceunku mpopgoJikatya Gonrarsbcs. KoJbKa KPENKO B3AJICA 3a Hee
cBoeil muporoil JagoHB U oTob6pan y CeHbKil. ToT HMozuAJ Ha
HEero CBOU OTPOMHBIE, HOAEPHYBIINECA BJATOH Triaasa.

Berate! — ckomangosan Koapka. I CeHpKa BCKOYMJ, TOH-
Jeprueas PyKoOH IITaHBI.

— B oaHy uIepeHry — craHosucs! — kpukHysn Koabka, u pe-
6ATa BCTAAM PHAAKOM, BBITATUB JKUBOTHI U HANPSYKEHHO BBITS-
HYB pYRI/I 110 IIBaM.

Cayuraiire u raggute,— saropopus Koapka. On nozmmr
NPYTUK U IPOBEJ UM Ha IIeCYaHOI 3eMJie dUepry.— ITO MYLIKa,—
CKa3aJl OH M TNOKasaJ MYIIKY Ha KOHIE CTBOJIa.— A BOT mpule]
¢ npope3pio. MylIKa AoJaKHa OBITH TOYHO IOCEPEeANHE IIPOPesu U
Ha YPpOBHe ILUIEYUKOB npuuesa. Ilowsaau? — KoabKka npu 5ToM
HapHCOBaJl ONpUIEN W HCHOBITYIOUlEe TJIAHYJ B JUIA NPUTHXIIHX
pebar. Te noHUMAIOILE 3aKUBAJIM.

— Eecau xoruTe momnacts B A0J0YKO, TO €CTh B LEHTP MUILE-
HU, TO OHO JOJIKHO OBITH yV Bac Ioja o0pe3oM MYINKH M HPUIEJb
Hoit nmiauku.— Kosbka npupucoras a6J04KO, a 3a0ZHO W KOH-
TYP BPaMECKOro COJIAaTa.

Bce sicHO? — CTPOro CIpOCHJ OH.

— $cuo!— B oxun rojgoc orseTuau pedAra.

— Bor Tak u nesasrech. M uro6Gpl BUHTOBKA HE XOJAHJIa XOXY-
HOM.— TOTJIa IolNlajaHue o0ecHedyeHo. ,

Onsare aer Cennka. Ilpuiaguica K BHHTOBKE M JOJITO IpPU-
- equBaJIcs, comesi. I'yt1aza ero or HANpHAKEHUA 3aJUBAJO CIe3aMU.
IIpomazaTrs-To 6b1JI0 HUKaK Hedabasa! M Ha CIOYCKOBOIi KpPIOYOK OH
6ossica HaXKUMATh, [TOTOMY 4YTO CTBOJI BUHTOBKU ITOKAUMBAJCA U
HEBO3MOJKHO OBLIO €ro yJepsKarthb, CAeJlaTh TaK, 4TOOLI OKaMeHeJ
OH XOoTh Ha MrHoseHue. Haxouel CenpKa yBHAEJ B IpHIieJie IIOY-
TH TAKYI0 JK€ KAapTHHKY, Kakywn pucosaa Kosabka, u pemrnicsa
BBICTDPEJIUTE.

BricTpesn, XOoThb U HETPDOMKHII OH YV <«MEJKAUIKH», OLJIYLIUA
€ro, U OH IIPOJOJIZKAJ JIE}KATH, HE BHIMNYCKAA U3 OllelleHeBUINX PYK
BHHTOBKY. B HoOCy HIeKOTaJI0 OT 3alnaxa ropejoro nopoxa. lia-
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3a W BOBCe HHU4Yero He Bujeau. Kogbka ycMexHyJcd, oTo0panl y
HEero BUHTOBKY, U OHHM BTPOEM IIOIHarajiu K MUIIECHU.

IToka mumm, rasa y CeHbKM BHICOXJAU. BrasieBHINCh B MU
lIeHb, OH IIOAIPBITHYJ € BOCTODJKEHHBIM BM3roMm. KoHeuHOo IKe,
3TO ero IyJs NpofuJa IJIeYo BPaKECKOro COoJiaTa Ja ele oOKa-
3aJ1aCh B Kpyre I10J HOMEPOM ILIECTh!

— J{isa nepBoro pasa HENJIOXO0, €CJM He cnyqai‘i,—- CcKaszaJ
Konrpka.

Ho Cennka 3ua, q'ro He ciaydaif, BeIb OH Bce chesaJ Ipa-
BUJIBHO.

ITerska BeICTpEeJauUTH Hoclieuiui. IIpapja, ero ImyJas ToMe IIO-
nnaja B MUIIEHb, HO NPOIILJA BRILIE TEMHOrO KOHTYpa.

— MoJsoko,— 0e3 ynpeka nmoabiTo:kuia Konbpka.— Myuky Ha-
o OBLIG YTOIIUTD, BEICOKO CTOSJIA.

IleThKa TPOTIOTUN CAKHY U OT OTOPUYEHHA HE CTAJ JdiKe cIpa-
HINBATH, YTO 3HAYUT «YTOMUTD MYIIKY ».

HomMmoit BoaBpamiaiuck MmoJua. Ilerbka KasHuJ cebg 3a mo-
cnemHoctb. CeHbKA 130 BCEX CUJI CAEPIKUBAJ PAJOCTh, HO JHIO ¥
HETO CUAIO.

Y nepenu Koabka ocTaHOBUJICA, B3AJ BUHTOBKY IIOJ MEBILIKY
NPUKJAZOM, AYJIOM BHHU3, YTOOBI He BCe BHUJEIH, YTO OH C OpY-
JKUEeM, U CKas3aJ CTporo:

— Huxomy Hu cnoBa, 4To A AZaJ BaM CTPeabHyTh. dAcHo?

— Hu 3Byka! YecTHoe CJIOBO,— TOTYAC 3aBEpUIU pebaATAa.

...Hacrynan Beuep. Tuxmit, uytouky npoxsaazausiii. Ilopozose-
JIO ¥ CTaJIo COBCEM IIpo3padyHBIM HeGo. KosbKa ycTaso mpuces Ha
IPUCTYIIOK KPBLIbIlAa, HO CHUAEJ HEN0Jro, 3€BHYJ U yUIeJT B U30Y.
A Tlerpxa u CeHbKa, COCPELOTOYEHHBIE M IIOCEPhE3HEBIINE IIOCJE
CTPENBOBI, CTOSJIU IOCPEAY YIUIL.

— Tel nmomageurs B APYyroii pas,— yTeuiaa p;pyra CeHbka.—
JTo He Tak yx TpyaHo. HaBLIK HYMeH.

— Ja 3Ha0 #,— OTMAXHYJCH OT HENPUATHOI'O IJIA HEro pas-
roeopa Ilerpka.— JaBaii Jyuiie BoT o yeM IoToJKyeM. Ilocie Ha-
el KJIATBBI NPOINJNA EeJeasd, a 4To MBI cfexanu? Jla Hugero!
Xyzo uzer y Hac noaroroska. CBoe e CJIOBO He JEpiKUM.

— Crpenanu! — BeraBun cnoseuko CeHBKa, BCe elle paaysch
cuoeil ygaye.— A aro Ooablioe geno. Temeps sHaeM, Kak...

IIpo apoBa ou mouemy-To ymoJr4a.

— A xapueii HeTr. 3eMJIZHKa He BBIpPHITA,— Oprosikan [lers-
kn.— S BoT uto aymaro. JlaBaii-Ka BBIKATBIBA TAayKy M aiifia B
soc. Ceiiuac He Tak kapko. JIydme paGorarbcs Gyaer.

— JHaBaii,— Toruac corjgacuyuca CeHbpKa.

IToka on mpuBAsHIBaJ K Tauke Ttomop, IleTbka ycmen c6e1‘afrb
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K cefe B 3aropofy H, ONACJUBO O3UPAACH, MPUTAIIUI OTTYyAA
- 3aCTyM.

— 3eMJASHKY-TO Halo PHITH KOTZA-TO,— IIEIIOTOM MNOSCHHJI OH
Cenbke. 3aCTyn OHH TOXKe MPUBSA3aJH K TauKe, YTOOBI He U3 KaXK-
IOro OKHA €T0 MOYKHO OBLJIO YBUAETE...

MecTo Ans 3eMAAHKM HCKAJJH HEJOJTO: KaXIad eIoYKa U Kod-
Ka B BEITOpPOJKe OBLIN U3BECTHEI pefdaTaM, M OHHM MOLJIM IIpeAcTa-
BUTHh uUX cefe Jake C 3aKPBITBIMH IVIadaMH. PeIIHJH, UYTO UYeM
oxnike Oymer 3eMJsSHKA K JepeBHe, TeM Jyudiue. Ho 3aTo Mmecro
IOJIKHO OBITH YKPOMHEIM, B CTOPOHE OT TPOIMHOK, YTOGEI He Gpo-
caJach 3eMJISHKA B IJia3a JIIOO0OMY HpPOXOXKeEMY.

OT onyIIKH WPHIIJIOCH OTOHTH METPOB HA CTO, B GIMKHMI
rycroii en1bHUK. TyT, mocpeau MaJeHBKOI 4Yallli, TAUJIaCh KPOXOT-
Had MIUKCTas NoJAHKA. IleTbKa OCTAHOBHJICA M BOHBMJ 3aCTYIIB
3eMJIIO.

— 3pecb! — TOPYKECTBEHHO CKAa3aJI OH.

— TyT m manam MOXXHO CAeNaThb, IMOJ eJKaMH. IJTO OBICT-
pee,— npeasoxkuna CeHbKa, KOTOPOro BCe TpeI3ja 3a6oTa o
ApoBax.

— IManam xopoir AJka MHpHOro BpeMeHH. Ero ke miobas my-
J1 Tpo6beT HABBLNET, 4 3eMJIAHKY H CHApAJ He BCAKMIl BO3bLMET,—
aBTopuTeTHO yoexkaaa IlerbKa Apyra, a caM y¥e KomaJs.

Xors B Jecy OBLTIO MpoxJaZHo, Ilerbka 6picTpo ymapuicsa. Te-
nepp OH CepAuTo mnoriaAjabiBand Ha CeHbKY, MadBllerocda 0e3
zemna. ,

~— Yero noasipuuvaemis? Py6usm Gl cCBoU ApOBa,— YIPEKHYJI
ero Ilerska. CeHbKa moronrajca B HepemIUTeabHOCTH. EMy u gpo-
Ba PYOGHTH OBLIO HAZNO, U OT 3eMJIAHKU OTOHTH OH He Mor. IleTbka
Hapo4YHO He NpPOCUJ Jpyra HoAMeHUTH ero. OH KomaJ M KOIaJ,
¢ KaX/Joli MUHYTOil BCe OTUET/IUBEe IMOHHMMAad, 4To pabora ara TH-
JKejasl U UYTO OH € HENMPMBHIYKHM ObICTpO ycras. Jla M Kak He yc-
TaTh: BOH CKOJBKO KODHeil, U TOJCTBIX U TOHKHX, NOJ MATKUMH
MOJATJIHUBBIMU KOYKaMH. A HHKe KOpPHeH — CYIJIMHOK Oesblii u
TBepABIl, CJIOBHO OH okKameHes. IleTbKa HaKoOHeI BBLIE3 U3 Gec-
dopmeHHOII AMKK 11 G0KOM NpPUJIEr Ha KOYKY.

— JlaBail Tak,— IepeJOXHYB, HpeAJioxug oH.— Ceiluac Ha-
pybum Tebe IpOB, a MOTOM OpocuM xKpebuii, KOMy HUX Be3TH, a Ko-
My OCTaThCH 3/[€Ch KONATh.

— JRaBaii, — ob6pagosanca CeHbKa MYAPOMY PeIIeHHI0, U OHU
B3ANNCH 32 TOMOPHI.

3a Beuep oHu mpuBesnu K CeHBLKHHoI u36e ABa Bo3a U BHI-
KollaJy AMYy IO KOJIEHO B TJAYyGUHY, 34aTO IPOCTOPHYIO: B JJH-
HY — TPH MeTpa, B IIUPUHY — [iBa, YTOOBI B 3eMJIgHKe OBLIO HE
TECHO, OHA Ke — He Hopa.
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BTopyio rpyXKeHyl0 Ta4YKy BE3JIM € OTABIXOM — YCTaJH Tak,
KaK He yCTaBaJH elle HH pasy.

8

Teneps IeTeka ¢ yTpa CIpamuBaj y Marepy, HaZo JU HECTH
Koapke oben. ITorom Oexan x CeHBbKe, KOTOPBIM yiKe MOAKHUAAT
ero. T'raBHOI Ux 3a00Toi B 9TH JHH ObLja 3eMJAHKA, a ApoBa —
no IyTH, He HAJIeTKe Ke BOBBpallaThCAd M3 BHITOPOJKU, €CIU KaK-
ABII pa3 MOXKHO IIPUKATUTH BO3!

Yro6sl BHIKONATH B3EMIAHKY HA IOJHBIA IPOPUAL — riay6uHoi
TIOYTH B JBa MeTpa — moTpeboBaJioch yeTbipe AHA. HerpyHOo oKa-
3aJ10Ch BBIPYOMUTEH JIONATOH M TONOPaAMU 3€MJISHBIE CTYNEHBKHU M0
camoro Husa. Cnoskmee OBIJIO C I'PYHTOM, KOTOPBHI CKONUJICS Ha
Kpasax AMbL. Ero npocro-Hampocro Hexkyga 6OblO JeBath, a OH Me-
mwaJ. IleTeKa pacIBBIPAJ OBICTPO COXHYBIIYVIO 3€MJIO IIOM, €JIKM,
HO OCTaJIoCh OoJibllle IOJIOBUHBI. Ha XyZoii KOHel, MOXXHO oCTa-
BUTHh 3eMJIO M Ha INOJAHKe, HO CyXHUe, 0eJIoBaTO-DLIKHE KOMbS
XOpPOIO BHUAHLI B IIPOCBETHI MEXIY JallKaMU €JIOK U MOTLYT BEI-
IaTh npyseil, Kak roBopurcs, ¢ roioBoil. Kyma y6pars kKoMba?
IleTpKa Haj 5TUM U JomaJ roioBy. A CeHbka GoJbllle OoCMaTpPH-
BaJl B CTOPOHY OJIBIIAHUKA U YaCTEHHBKO OCTAaBJIAJ IPyra B O4UHO-
YeCTBe, YBO3A B AEPEBHIO OUYEPeIHYIO TaUYKY JDOB.

B xonue xoHuos Ilerbka goaymaJgca. OH 3aMeTHM, YTO KOMKH
HepeIKo 3aCTpeBaloT Ha BeTKaX eJIOK, U €ro oceHumao... OH TyT Ke
NpUHAJCS 3a xeao. HapyOua caMbpiX KPeKUX M HYIINCTHIX JAMOK,
CJOKMJI X BEEPOM M CBA3aJ YEPEeHKH TOHKHUMU KOPHAMHM €JIOK.
Hakupgas Ha Beep U3 JIATIOK IOPAJOYHYIO TPYAY 3€MJIH, IOTAHYJI
32 YepeHKH — U cpasy yOeamics, YTO HOJYyYMUIach yJgobHad BO-
Jokyma, Jlake ¢ TAMKEJBIM IPY30M OHA JIETKO ILIA 10 MIIHUCTOH
Tpase.

3eMJII0 OH YBO3UJ Ha OKPAHWHY IIOJIT M PACCHINAJ €e B GOPO3-
Ibl. HUKTO sKe He yAMBUTCA, €CI YBUAUT KOMBA CyXoii 6esoit riu-
HBI Ha II0JIe,— TYT UX BCErAa MoJiHo. IleTbKa 3acTaBUJI COOPYAUTH
Bookyily u CeHbKy. VI 3a /ieHb OHM YBE3JM BCK JIHIIHIOK 3€M-
gio. OcTaBUJIM HEMHOrO, YTOOLI MOTOM 3AaCHINATH KPBIIIY 3€M-
JAHKH.

Ewe gens ymen Ha To, 4TOGBI COOPYAWTH KphIy. s Hee
NPUULIOCH PYOUTH yiKe KpellKue eNKM, PACIUJIMBATHL UX Ha Opes-
Ha ¥ KJAaCTh IJIOTHO ONHO K Apyromy. Ilosmyumics GpeBeHUATHIH
TIOTOJIOK, & NO-BOEHHOMY — HaKaT. TAKeJaeHbKO OBLJIO TaCKaThb
KPAXU K MOJIAHE, HBIJIM PYKH M nJjedH... Ho 1 31oit padore npuuresn
KOHell, ApY3ba IIONPHIraJy Ha OpeBHaX, Mpo0ys HaKaT Ha IIpod-
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HOCTB, PELIMJIH, YTO M0 TAKOMY HAKATY M TPAKTOP NpOiHIeT — He
TPOBAJIUTCA.

BpeBHa OHM CABUHYJM TECHO, X BCe PABHO MEXAYy HHUMHU OCTa-
JUCh Kocble miean. X 3aKOHONAYMBAJIN MXOM, MEJIKUMY BETKAMHU
KOJIIoUero Bepeca, MaJUHHHUKOM. M TOJBKO IIOCJe TOro, Korja
CKBO3b HAKAT HE MO YK€ INPOGUTHECA HU OIWH COJHEYHBIH JYYHK,
OHU 3aCBHINAJM €ro MOBEPXY 3eMJIeH M YKDPBIIN TPaABAHUCTON Aep-
HUHOM, Aake KOYKM BOAPY3MJu Ha HeMm. Ecau Temepp KTO-HU-
Oyap MOCTOPOHHUI U BhILIEJ 6Bl HA NOJAHY HE CO CTOPOHBI BXOoZa
B 3eMJIAHKY, TO 6e3yCJI0BHO Hu4Yero Gbl He 3aMeTUJ, HPOCTO YBU-
nen 6bl, YTO 3[€Ch, [IOCPEAX MOJIOABIX €JI0K, BBICUTCA OTJIOTHH
KOYKOBATHI XOJMHK, KAKHE B BBHITOPOJKE BCTPEUAIOTCA HA KaMK-
JOM LIary.

Ho mupokuii BxOJ B 3eMJSHKY M CTYIEHbKH, BeAyILUE BHUS,
KakgoMy Opocmyiuck Ovl B TJia3a ¢ Gamakoro paccrosuusa. M mgo-
6oii manaH, 1a UM B3POCJLIH UeNOBEK, HE yTepries Obl, cOLIel BHU3
110 CTYI€HBKaM, YTOOBI NOrJIAZEeTh, YTO TYT 3a Iellepa ¥ 4YTO B Hel
€CThb. '

M Bce xe Apysba ObLIM LOBOJBHBEI co0oii. 3 Jecy oHu Bo3-
BpaIaJUCh He CIEIIA, CTEIIEHHO, CJIOBHO B3POCJBIE IOCJE BAMKHOM
u yromureanHoil pabGorbl. CeHbKa 0e3 Tpyla KaTHJ CBOIO TadKy
¢ BozoM. OH yKe HAJIOBUMJICA PYJUTDH, 6e3 aBapuii obwesxkana 6y-
ropkn ¥ amMku. Kosmeco KaTuiaocs Jerko, 6e3 CKpuna M BUXJIAHUSA,
Kak GyJTo M CHesaHO OHO ObLJIO CHELHAJbHO IJf Ta4KH, a He IJIf
Beanku. A Ilerbka BOJOYHJ MO 3eMJe OTIOJHUDPOBAaHHBIK xo GJre-
CKa 3aCTYNl ¥ pas3gyMhIBaJl... ‘

— Ilocroii,— ocraHOBHJI OH Apyra y capaeB.— EcTh y MeHd
OZHA MBICJAHIIKA.

CeHBKa IOCAYHIHO OCTAHOBMJICH, IOJOINIEN K APYry Gamike.

— He moxxncek cerogus cnath. CHayasa-To JOMHUCH, HO He 3a-
ceinaif. A KaK TOJBKO TBoA 0abKa 3acHeT, BeIXOAM Ko MHe. IIpo-
Oupaiica NpAMHMKOM B HAIUy 3aropoly. /IBepu moHeceM K 3eM-
JITHKE. ,

— Kakwue geepu? I'me Bossmem? — 3aunTepecoBajca CeHBKa,
y°Ke rOTORBIl ITOJYNHUTECA PEIIEHUI0 ApYyra.

— C Hamrero norpe6a cumMmeMm. BmecTe ¢ KocAkaMu H 3aM-
KoM. VI yBoJIoueM HOYBIO B BEITOPOJKY,— pacnanasicsa I[leTeka,
CBepKad IViasaMu.

— ¥Y3HawT — BIETUT Tebe,— npegocteper CeHbKa.

— Hazgo caenarts Tak, 4To6el IPO HAC HE Y3HAJHW. A U IoIla-
AeT, TaK HaluleBaTh,— xXpabpuics IleTbka.

— A Kak e norpeb6-ro 6yzer, 6e3 gBepu-ro?

— Jexn HoBbie cremaeT. OH e U IJIOTHHK, ¥ KPacHOZEPEB-
MUK, ¥ Marepuan y Hero ectb. OH [JaBHO 3TH [ABEpPH MEHATH CO-
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6upancsa,—caerka npuspai IHerska. OH, npaBAa, CABIIAJT OLHAMK-
IOBI, KaK MaTh MpocuJja Jefa MOYHMHUTH 4YTO-TO B 3TUX ABepax. Ho
Telephr €My KazaJoCh, 4YTo [ABepu y norpeba JaBHO HaJo 3ame-
HUTB, YTO OH [Ja’Ke XOPOoIlo cAeJaeT, €CJAU yTalluT craphle, a MaTh
6yaeT AOBOJIbHA, KOTJa JeJ CMaCTepHT HOBBIE.

— Torza masaii,— oKoHuarenbuo coryacuicag Cenbka.—Tomab-
KO KaK COHZeMCA-TO B TeMHOoTe?

— A npo6upaiica npsamo K norpe6y, 1 Tam 0yzxy.

— Jorosopunuck,— TBepao ckaszay CeHbKa, UM OHHU JABUHY-
JIACH Jajblie,

IeThka mobpen 3ajgamu, Iiepesie3d 4yepe3 H3ropoAb M IOJOHIEN
K 130e CO CTOPOHBI' 3aTopojbl — mnorpe6-ro 6p1n1 Tam. Ilerbxa oc-
TAHOBHWJICH BO3Jie HETO HAa MTHOBEHHE, KUHYJ JOonaTy B G0posmay
pALOM ¢ HHMM, 4TO6bI HOYBIO JOJITO ee He MCKaTh..OaHOro GhHICT-
poro BarjAfa XBATHJIO €My IOHATH, YTO OTKAIBIBATh NPUCHINAH-
Hble MATKOH OropofHoil 3eMJeil KOCAKYU NMPUJETCS HeJOJIr0: I'DYHT
3fech He TOT, YTO B Jecy. 9To o0pajoBaJjo €ro, ¥ OH 3afABHJICHA
IOMOIf B XOpPOIIEM HACTPOEHHHU.

B usbe 6pLio Tuxo. KoJbKa yKe cmaJsi Ha JIETHEH IOJIOBITHE.
B nepesmem yray cupen Ael 1 HETPOMKO NeperoBapuUBajICs C Ma-
Tepbio. Korga Ilerbka mosABMJICS Ha Mopore, oHU 3aMOJYalu U He-
0 06GPUTEJHLHO TIOTAAKENU HAa HEero.

— Vmadancg, AUTATKO? — CIPOCUJIa MaTh HE OYEHBL-TO Jac-
KOBO, Zad{e C M3JeBOUYKOMH. Jlel HaAXMypHJIACA U OTBEPHYJICH.

— Y7o ke THIHA YYKHUX-TO 0e3 TpymogHell paGoraemsb? B bar-
paku HaHsiacg K CeHbke? MHoro i oH TeGe miaTur? — TeMm Ke
TOHOM NpojoJkaia MaTh.— CeHbKa-TO ImoyMHee Te0sl, OKa3hiBaeT-
ca. I Tauky cMacTepui, ¥ APOB LEJYIO NMOJEeHHHIY HaBO3WJI.BbI-
COXHYT K 3uMe — Oaarogath! A Tl y Hero Kak MaJIeHbBKUUA Ha
noberyiikax. BpaJy 6bl ¢ Hero IpUMep Ja TOXKe YTO-HHUOYIb IO-
JlesHoOe MJIA JoMa Aesaal. ‘

Oo6ugenca Ilerbka, HO pelIdJ TepneTh U JaKe AoOUThHCA, YTO-
661 MaTh paspeluia eMy Jedb claTk B KiaagoBke. Ho Kak ee
YIOPOCUTH, TAKYIO CEPAUTYIO?

— ToJabKO U 3HaAeTe, UYTO PyrarhcdA,— OYpKHyJa Ilerbka u OBI-
CTPEHBKO B3rJAAHYJ Ha MaTh, YTOOBI YJIOBHUTH, KaK OHa BOCIIPH-
HsaJa ero cjoBa. Ho marTh oTBepHyNach U HUYEro He OTBETHJIA €MY,
TOJBKO B3JOXHYyJa THKeJo, NepeTpAXHBAas KAKHe-TO TPANKH B
KoMoJze.

— Ecth-TO, TIOAHM, XOUelllb, a Ha XJe0d cebe He szapaborani,—
nojajia HakoHell roso¢ Marb. Ho yiKe He Tak CTpOro, Kak MHOHa-
yany.

Ierbka He orBetuna. OH modyecan ucuapanaHHbIE B JieCy HOTH U
pemiusicsa 3arOBOPUTh O I'JIABHOM :
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— MamMm, MOXHO A B KIafoBKe cmarth jgary? Tam yxke He Xo-
JOJHO. A 371ech AVIIHO M MYXHU.

— IlosBosHM M 9TO, €CJU NOMEHBIIE BIYCTYH HOCUTHCH 6Y-
Jelllb,— HEOMHMIaHHO OBICTPO CorviacHJach MaTh. IleTbka qy'rb He
MOATIPBITHYJI OT PaZOCTH.

— Byay! — rpomko ckaszan oH.— IIpuzgymaio uTo-HUGYAH IO-
Je3Hoe, He Xyxke, ueM Cenbka. Bor ysugure.

— JHaii-To 6or Tebe yma,— yCMEXHYJIaCh B OTBET MATh.

IleTpKa HaCKOPO IOMUJ MOJIOKZ BIIPHUKYCKY C XJI€GOM M IOIEeJI
B KJaZOBKy. 3JeCh Ha LIIMPOKOM CTAPDHMHHOM CYHAYKe JIesKaJH Ha-
6MTBIe CEHOM NOCTEJBHUK M NOAYIIKH. B mM3rosoebe 3Toii KpoBaTH
MMeJIOCh Y3€HBKOE OKOHIE CO CTEKJIOM, ¥ KOTOpOro OBLI OTOHT
yrosiok. I3 OKOHILia NPUATHO BeAJO HOYHOH cBexecThio. [axe B
caMylo JKapKyl NOpY B KJIaJOBKe OBIIO CYMpPauyHO M IPOXJAaIHO.
IToTroMy-TO U JMIOOUAM OTABIXATH 3J€Ch B3POCJLIe IOCJE TAMKEJOMH
paGoTbl, 0COOEHHO IIOCJie YTPEHHEro CEeHOKOCa, OTTOrO U IIOCTEJ]b
B8IEeCh BCE JIETO AEplKajau.

IleTpbka 6sa3KEHHO BBITAHYJICA Ha HOCTEJbHHUKE, H Korga IIo-
PoOX CeHa B HEM YTHX, CTAJIO CJBLIIIHO, KAK yTPOOHO B3JABIXaeT B
xaeBy KopoBa Kpacyias, kak mefypmarca Ha 6epe3ax 3acChINaio-
IIMe rpadd, KaK B3Jjasja Ha APYTOM KOHIEe AepPeBHH Cco0aKa M Kak
BCe elle pasroBapuBaloT B H30e MaTh u Jel. TOJBKO cJOB OBLIO
He pa3obpars...

Crkopo IleTbke cTaso Ka3aThCS, YTO BpPEeMEHHU MpPONLIO yiKe
MHOTO U mopa 6bl BEIXOAUTH K norpedy. Ho rosoca B usbe He yTH-
XaJii, H YXOAUTh ObLJIO Henb3A. OH 3JMJICH Ha JeJa U MaThk. Bce
nJjaHbBl OHU eMy CpBIBaiu. Beap paHBlle-To BCerja B TAKyI0 IOPY
yxe crnaJu!

Ha ynuie, Bo3je camoii CTEHBI JOMa, YTO-TO PE3KO 3amlypuia-
Jo. «CeHbKa Kpajerca»,— nmogyman IleTbka u cex Ha KpoBaTtu. OH
MPUJIBHYJ JUIOM K CTEKJY OKOHIA, HO HHYEro He yBHUIEJd, KpoMe
CBEeTJIBIX CyMepeK U pO30BaTO¥ yracawmome# sapu. Ilerbka sHaJ,
YTQ 3apA CeroAHA HACOBCEM TaK M He IIOTacHET, Yaca d4epes TPH
OHa CTaHET 30JIOTHCTEE, Ap4Ye, M HauHeT GLICTPO pasropaTncd, a 3a
Hell BBHIMJILIBET H3-3a JieCa OrpOMHOE MaJIMHOBOE COJIHIE, COBCEM
He IOX0Xee Ha TO, KAKHM XOJXHUT OHO o HeO0y AHeM. Bor MMeHHO
B 3THU-TO KOPOTKHE Yachl CYMEPEK ¥ HaJo GBLJIO YCIETH OTKOIIATH ¥
rorpeba BOpoTa M yTALIUTH HX B JeC.

CenbKka, HaBepHOe, 3a’KIaJiCci ero, u33A6 Ha BedepHeil poce.
Mo:xer paccepautbcsa u yiutu gomoit. Toraa xak? Bcece mesno co-
pBerca. OgHoMy BopoTa He yHectdH. I Kro e, kak He TleTeka,
6yder BUHOBAT B 9TOM: BeJb CaM He BBIIIET BOBpEMs, XOTH caM
e U noabun CeHbPKY Ha PHCKOBAHHOE [EJO...

Tosoca B n36e 3Byyasu BCe pesKe, HO COBCEM He CMOJIKAJIH.
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«Ioiiny, — pemun Ilerska. — K10 uX 3Haer, Korga OHM JoO-
CEITA HArOBOPATCA M YCHYT?»

Ox yae CIyCcTUN HOTH € CYHAYKA M AOTAHYJCHA MaJbliaMM 0
nojia, Korja JABepb, BeAyilad N3 KYXHH B CeHM, CKPUIIHYyJa. B ce-
HU KTOo-To BbilIes. IleThbKa pRIBKOM Opocuicsa Ha NOCTENbHUK, 3a-
PBLJICA JUIOM B MOAYIIKYU H 3aMep.

MarTs BolLia B KJAZOBKY, Ha omyns npubausuiace K Ilersb-
KHHOM mocreau. M TYT OH HOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK €ro HAKDHIBAIOT
YeM-TO MATKHM U TEIJIbIM.

«Ogeano mHe mnpuHecnaa. Bourcda, uyro 0380HY»,— IoAyMAaJ
Iletrska. H emy crtajso »Kajab U MaTh, U JeJa — BeiAb YyOHJIH Ha
dpoHTe Aaxo Mwuily, JaBHEHBKO He IIPDUXOIAT IHUCbMa OT OTIa,
U BCe TpyAHee N0OLIBATH XJef, MOTOMY 4YTO K JepeBHe MOACTyIa-
eT caMas HacTosmlas BOiiHa, a oH, IleTbka, B TaKOe BpeMs MaJjo
IHOMOraeT CTapuluM M K TOMY >Ke HBIHEUIHeil HOYbI0 HpelojHe-
CceT UM TAKOil CIODPIPH3, HEIpUATHEe KAKOrOo U He MNPHAyMAaellb.
ITerpka passkanobusa ceba M 4yTh He 3aljlakaj TeMHu OecrpUYITH-
HBIMH JeTCKHMHM Ccjie3aMM, KaKMMM IJaKaJl He pa3 paHblle BOT
Tak K€ B OJUHOYECTBE IIOf OJEeSJIOM...

IleTbka He 3HAaJ, CKOJBKO IPOIIJO BpeMeHU, IoKa OH cobu-
paJl B KOMOK CBOI0 BoJji0. MoskeT, nfiTb MHHYT, 4 MOJKET, U 4ac.
IIpuxoamusock HNpPHUKa3bIBaTh cebe, CTHAUTH cebs, BCIOMHHATH O
KJATBe, 4TOOB cCHAYajJa PYKH OTOPOCHUJIM OedAsOo, a 3aTeM HOIH
BBIHECJIM ero u3 KJjaJoBKu. Ho BoT oH yiKe mpobpajicad u3 ceHeil
B XJIeB, HATKHYJICA TaM Ha PaBHOAYIIHYIO KopoBy Kpacyio, Ko-
TOpas M C MeCTa He CABHHYJACH, MOJOIIEJ K HEMJOTHO IPUKDHI-
THIM BOPOTAM, BBIXOAAMIUM B 3aropoxy. Temepp Hajzo OblJIO Ha-
JaBUTL IIJIEYOM HA OJHY IOJOBUHY BOpPOT, 4YTOOBI OHA OTOIILJA
HEeMHOro B CTOpoHY. Ilonyuurcsa mUpokas Iieab, B KOTOPYIO
npoyeser IleTbKHHA TOJIOBA, & rJe IIPOJIE3€T T'OJIOBA, TaM JIETKO
IIPOCKAJb3bIBAET U TYJIOBUILE..,

M Bor oH Bo3jge morpe6Ga. Bocele CTYNHH LIeKOTAJI0O BJAAMKHON
TpaBoii. HaBerpeuy emy U3 MajJMHHUKA O€CUIYMHO BBINIOJ3 ycIleB-
muii o3a6HyTh Cenbka. OZHAKO OH HU CJIOBOM He YIIPEKHYJ *APY-
ra: caM BHMJeJ, KaK JOJIro CBETHJMCh OKHA B IleTBKHHOM JoMe, a
3HAYUT, U BEIATH €My He ObIJI0O BO3MOXHOCTH.

Jpy3ba MoJsya B3ANUCH 3a JIONATHI.

9

Kocsaxu u B camMoMm Jesie yAaJoCh OTKoIaTh Ge3 ocoboro Tpy-
Aa. OropogRas 3eMJs okasaJjachk nojariausoil. Ho BeiTamuTes aBe-
pU C KOCAKAMM Ha JYropuny 6mic Hempocto. HeoxugaHHO TaKe-
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Joit oxasajach Homa U HeyaoGHoir. Kak HM BO3bMHCH 3a Hee —
BCE He C PYKH.

CTpyHaMH HATATHBAJIUCH MKHUJBI, HBIJIH CHNHUHBI, IOAKAIIUBa-
JIMCh HOTU YyiKe B T€ MHHYTHI, KOorjla ApPYy3bs BOJIOKJM JIBEpPU IIO
3aropoje. 34ech U HaJerKe-ro0 HaJ0 YMeTh XOAUTH: OOpPO3ABI y3-
KHe, ¢ TPAJ B HUX CBelluBaeTc OyiiHas orypedHas 6orsa, TOIl-
TaTh KOTOPYIO HE Iojaraercda Aa U He Xouercd.

Eme TpyaHee ObLIo IepeTacKMBATH HOLLY uYepes U3ropoib. Ile-
pe6pocUTh ee BEPXoOM He xBaTaso cuJ. Ilpumiock pasbupats B u3-
ropoau Iiejoe IMPACIO, a IIOTOM Cpa3y CTaBHUTH €ro Ha CTapoe Me-
CTO.

Hanpilie ocoGbIx NMpPeNnATCTBHI He ObLIO A0 CaMoOil 3eMJIAHKU.
Ho — kaxk tsaxens! geepu! M He oHM caMU, a8 KOCAKY — TPHJLaTU-
CaHTHUMETPOBOI TOJIIIUHBI, BBICOTOI B YE€JOBEUECKUI poCT OpeBHA,
nponuTaHHBIE BJAArON OT IOCTOSHHOrO cocefcTBa ¢ 3emJeil. Cios-
HO KaMHH, a He OpeBHa OBLJIM B pYKaX, OCKJM3JIblE, XOJOLHBIE, TO
M [IeJI0 HOPOBAILHME BHIPBATHCA M3 PAsrHOaIOIMXCS JIaZOHEH.

IIpoGoranu TAHYTH Homly BoJOoKoM. Ho okasajocwh, 4To Tak
ele TAMENEE, K TOMY Ke Ha TPOIKE OCTABAaJNCH IpefaTebCKHE
CJIeJIBI,

Oraeixanu derbipe paza. Cagmance Ha CBHIPYIO TPaBy, 4 TO H
JOMKHIINCE U KAANH, KOTZA CTUXHYT APOMKE U 60Jib B PYKax U HO-
rax. Ilociaeguuii pas OTABIXAaNMM y:Ke MeTPaxX B JECATH OT 3€M-
JIAHKH. :

Haxonen goramuau. Byxnyau Homy k cryneHbKaM. 3abpoca-
au ee sankaMu. Orasaesu Bce BOKPYT, OGOLIIM MOJAHKY W 4auly
enok. C pasHBIX TOUEK IVIAAENUN — BCE Bpoje OBl JagHO.

Cnate BoBCe He Xorejock. M JoMOiT HATH ocobOro KemaHUA
He OBIJIO — OMACHO BCe e: B3POCJIbIE BeAb MOLJIH U IPOCHYTHCH
3a 9TO BpeMs, XBaTUThCA pebAT, miau B norped IleTbKHHONH MaTepl
B/PYT B3ZAyMaJloCh UATH 3a YeM-HUOYAb.

1 B HOYHOM JieCy HAXOAUTHCA He OYeHbL-TO NpuATHO. Ha He-
J0OpBIX YyJOBHI CMaxXHWBaJd CTapble CYKOBaThble NHH. XOPOIIO
elmle, YTO B KyCTax Yy KeJEe3HOH AOpPOrH MHeJiM. ABa coJioBbA. OHU
6e3MATEKHO M a3apTHO IepeleJKHUBaJJIHCh, OyATO IleperoBapHBa-
JIUCH APYT C APYr'OM, II0 OUepefH BBIBOAMUJIU 3BYYHBIE TPEJIH, CJIOB-
HO HaHU3BIBAJIU HA HUTKH CTEKJISHHBIC IIApUKH 6yC, M, BUAMMO,
HU4Yero He 00AJTHUCH HOYBIO.

HHTepecHO, HO U TpPEBOKHO OBIJIO TIAAAETH Ha 3amanx, rAe TO
BCNBIXMBAJH, TO 3aTyXaJH KaKHe-TO HeoObIYHbIe 3apHULEI. J[oHO-
CHJIOCh OTTyJa M IpPEPBIBUCTOE NMOCTYKHBaHue, OyATO B JAEpeBHe,
KHJIOMEeTpa 3a JBAa-TPH OT BBHINOPOJAKH, B3AYMAJH HOYBIO OKOJAYU-
BaTh BaJlbKaMU BBICYLICHHBIH B purax JeH. Ho BApyr coBcem He-
JajleKo OT pebdAT, TAe-To BO3Je KeJe3HOJOPOKHOrO0 MOCTa, Ipo-
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TaTakaJia HeAoJTasg aBTOMATHAsd odepedb, UM OBICTPBHIE KDPACHLIC
HUTOYKH npodeptunu HeGo. 1 Tyr Apysssa OZHOBPEeMEHHO IOHSAJIII,
4TO Mopa CMATHIBATH YAOYKH, a TO MaJjo JJU KaKHe CTpPaxH 3aro-
TOBUJA [JIA HHUX 3Ta HOYb, Jla U 3apsdA, Kaercsa, HayaJja HpPOCHI-
naTscd.

IIporasuHy OT BHITOPOAKU OO JEePEBHU OHU IPEOJOJIeJIH B He-
CKOJIBKO MTHOBeHuii. IIpuru6anucek K 3eMJie, cTapajuch OexaTh
GecurymHO. M paccranuce MoJsda.

IleTbKa oNAThL OKasaJjCcaA Bo3jie mnorpeba u Nopasuicda, Kak
6e306pa3sHoO OH Telepb BHIMVIAAUT, OrpabiieHHBIH U TOJypaspy-
ILIeHHBIH,

B KiamoBKy oH mnpobpaJsica OsaromonyyHo. I cpasy sacHys,
€/lBa VKPBIJICS OJeAJOM. '

...COH yHec ero cHoBa B JIOOMMYIO BeIropojky. Ilerbka Temeps
JieaJ pAAOM C 3€MJISHKOH IIOJ ryCTHIMH eJKaMH M pasrjfAjbIBaj
B TAMKEIBI TOJIeBOM OUHOKJBL, KaK B JIECYy pasropaercsi KecTo-
Kuit 6oii. KpacHoapMeiilpl, mepeberas oT AepeBa K JiepeBY U IpH-
najzas K KOYKaM, OTCTPEJIUBAJIUCH OT HeCUHUCHEHHBIX (QalllNCTCKUX
uenei. A Te HaABUraJHuCh CIJOLIHBIMM YEeDHBIMH CTE€HaMU, 3aro-
paskuBaA co0oil yaly M NPOraJIMHEI.

B mJOTHBIX LIepeHrax Bpara KTO-HUOYyJb NOMHHYTHO Iajal,
TepAds aBTOMAT M PACKU/JIBIBAasg B CTOPOHBI PyKu. Ho pajbl cMEI-
KaJMCh, U Bce OJMe MOAXOAUJIA K 3eMJISHKE YepHas CHja.

Oco6ennoro crpaxa IleTbka He HcnbITHIBaa. Emy Ovl10 M0
KpaifHOCTH JIOGONBITHO I'IAAeTh Ha Bce 3TO. [la U 4ero myrarTscsa?
Bezp me yberanu ke oT Bpara KpacHoapMeliisi — OHH OecIlpephIB-
HO cTpeasaau. M Bce ke UM IPHUXOAUJOCH OTCTyNaTh K OIYyIIKe,
4TOOBI He MOTMOHYTH 1 CyMeTh MOopasuTh KaK MOXXHO 0oJbIlle Bpa-
roB. Ilerbka BHAeN, YTo KpaCHoapMelileB Mano. Ho Kak oHU cpa-
Kanuck! Kaxaerit yaoxun yxe no 1o6poMy AecATKY GauiuCTOB:
BCA BBITOPOAKA I03aJW UYEePHBIX Ilenell ycTiaHa HENOABUXXHBIMU
TeJaMHi Bparos.

«B 6oJBlIOM JieCy HAIIYM BBICTOAJM Obl M Nobelnjn,— IMOAY-
maja Ilerbka.— Ho 3fgeck 3a MX COMHaAMM ONYIIKA, ¥ HEKyJa UM
AeThCst. BEITeCHAT MX GalIMCTHEI M3 BHIFOPOAKH, a B YHUCTOM IIOJIE
PasHUIA B CHJAX cpady ckaercd. Ilosie — aTo Mecro rubenn nis
Haurero oTpAaga. A ecaHu NOJArYT BOT 3TH OOHI[BI — 3aXBaTAT TOT-
Ja (QaliuCThEl MO0 POAHYIO JEPEBHIO, COKIYT €€ U MOMAYT Jasblle,
K pomury ®yHTOBa, M ewle Aajablue, B riy0b crpaHbl. KTo ux oc-
TAHOBHUT, €CJIH HET 3/]eCh HUKOr0o, KpOMe 3TOT0 MaJIeHBKOro oTpsaja
KpacHoapMeiilieB?»

— Crwogpa! — rpomko 3akpuuaa Ilerska Goitam. H oHu ycibl-
Iaju ero, HOHSJM, YTO OH CBOif. Bce OHH, a ocTajJOCh HX BCEro
nATEPO BMECTe ¢ KOMAaHIAMPOM, 3aJeIVIi BO3Je 3eMJIAHKH H IIPO-
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IoJKaJu oTcTpenuBathbed. Pagom ¢ Humu IleThke cTajsio u BOBCe
He crpamHo. [laxke azapT Cpa)keHus oBaafes MM. M KaK ’KaJb,
yro HeT y IleThbKM HHKAKOro OrHECTpeJbHOro opy:xkusa! Beas om
JKe 3HAeT, KaK HaJ0 IEeJUTHCS.

Heoxxupmannas MBICIAH BCIOBIXHYJIA B €0 MO3TY.

— VY MeHs TYT 3e€MJIAHKA,— IIPOTOBOPHUJI OH HA YXO KOMAaH-
Jupy.— Bm cupaubTech B Heil. PammCThRl IPOTONAIOT IOBEPXY H
He 3aMeTdAT Bac, ¥ MeHA Xopomass MackupoBka. OHH mpoiigyrT,
OKaXyTCA B IIOJIe, & BBl B 3TOT MOMEHT M yJapHTe II0 HUM C ThLjJA.
Herze um GygeT YKpHITBECA. Bor Oyzer morexa! Bcecex nmo eamHoro
yaoxxute! A MoeT, H IJIeHHbIe OyAyT, IOKa3aHUA BaM TaAyT.

— Monogen;, mapeHs! — ToTuac ke corjacuica ¢ Ilerbkoit
KomMaHIUD. OH organ GoiljaM KOPOTKYIO KOMaHAY M HauyajJ OAHO-
ro 3a APYruM NpPOIYyCKAaTh UX MHMO cefsS B 3eMJAHKY. A NOTOM
y:xe Bmecte ¢ IleThKoOl BolIes B yOexuIle U caM.

Y Bor 6oiiupl CHIAT Ha JIABKAaX, He BEIIYCKAA U3 PYK BHUHTO-
BOK ¥ aBTOMATOB. Bce NMpHUCIyMIHBAIOTCA K MPUGIHIKAIOU[UMCH TH-
sKeJBIM maram ¢amucroB. Jla, maru Bce 61uxke, 6amixe... HeBHAT-
Hafd 3Jad peub pasfajiach HaJ 3eMJAHKOH, H II0 HAKATy IIPOTO-
najgd JECATKH TAMEJBIX Calor, NPOLIypIIaJu BETKAMM IOTDEBO-
JKEHHBIE €JIKH. .

A Temeps CJIBIIIHO, KAK OTAAJIAKTCA BpaskecKHe IIATH K ONyIl-
Ke, KaK CTAHOBATCA OHH €Jie CJIBIIIHBIMHM Ha PHIXJIO IamrHe.

— 3a MHO#! — KOPOTKo IpHKasaJ KOMaHAUpP M GpocHicH K
BBIXOZY.

Craepom 3a Goiinmamu muurca K omymke H Ilerbka. B pykax y
HEero HOBeHBKHUI BOPOHEHKIIl aBTOMAT, XOTA M HEMOHATHO, OTKyJa
OH B3dAJicH. Dokl pacCHIAIOTCA B KyCTaxX BAOJb ONYIIKH K 6BIOT
BCJEJ, Bpary, ZoJro M oxecroueHHo. PammcrcKue Iemu Iosopa-
YHBAIOTCA JUIIOM K HuM. IlpiTarorcs uiri o6paTHO K onymke., Ho
cpesM BparoB y:ke maHuka. OHH GecnoOpsZoUYHO MEUYYTCH II0 II0JIO0
M majgaloT, naxamoT... Bece 1o equHoro.

— Ilo6ena! — nukyet Iletbka.— ¥Ypal

Yto-TO KpUuUaT, pajyschk, H Goiiikl., OHU, BO3GYKIACHHBIE Cpa-
JKeHHeM, OGHHMAIOTCH, XJONAIOT JPYT JApyra Mo Ijedy. 3aTeM IO
NpuKa3y KoMaHAHpa UAYT K 3eMJSAHKe M BBICTPAMBAIOTCA B POB-
Hyi0 mepeHry. Bmecre ¢ GoitijamMu CTOHMT Ha JIeBoM (jlaHre M rop-
netit Ilerbka.

— Kpacnoapmeer; Pymanues Ilerp! —okAHKaeT ero KoMaHAUP.

— 5! — sBonko or3wmiBaercA IleTpKa M JejsiaeT ABa IIara BIie-
peA, CTaHOBACH Nepex cTpoeM OOHIIOB II0 CTOHKE «CMHPHO».

— 3a HaXOZYHUBOCTH K XPaGpoCTh OOBABAAID 6AarofapHOCTH! —
TOPKECTBEHHO NIPOU3HOCHUT KOMaHAUpP.— Byay xozaTaiicTBOBaTh O
npejcraBieHun Te6d K IPaBHTEJbCTBEHHOH Harpame.
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— A MoXHO MHe ¢ BaMu? — chnpaimnusaer IleTbka, He COB-
CeM eme YBEepeHHBIil, 4YTO ero, ImalmaHa, MOTYT 3aYHCJIUTh KakK
B3pocoro 6oiitjom B Kpacayio Apmuzo.

— IpumMem B oTpsan aToro GoraTwipsi? — BeCEJO CIpPALIUBAET
KoMaHAup y 6GoiimoB. M IleTbka IO roJiocy €ro CJIBIIIHT, YyBCTBY-
€T, 4TO BOIPOC 0 HEM — PelIeHHEIH, 4To OYAYT Teleph y HEro u
3ejieHafA popma «x565», M IUIOTKA, M KACKa, KU KUp3auyu. A cTpel-
KOBOE OpysKHe — caMo co0oii.

— Kakoii pasropop! Jla MBI ¢ TaKUM CMBIIIJIEHBIM MaJbIOoM
us moboro rubnoro moJiodkKeHua BbiifeMm. He mapeHb — opena! —
JAPYKHO OTBeUYaIOT GOMHIlbI KOMaHAUDPY.

— Tak mnoitgemre Kk Gpoutry! Hago ke mob6usath Bpara! —
Kpuuut IleThka.

— He cnemu,— Bospakaer emy Komauaup.— Hesibsa BbICTY-
nare 6e3 mpukasa. K TomMy e mocje Takoro cpakeHus 6oitnam
noJsioeH oTApiXx. OHU JBe HOYHM HE CHAaJIH.

Ho coamatel He yKJaABIBAIOTCA cnaTb. OHM pacca’KHUBaIOTCA
BOKpyT IIeThbKH M pacclpanIdBaioT, OTKYyJa OH POJAOM, I'Ae y Hero
poaurean, uem IleTbka 3aHUMaJICA [0 BOHHBI, NOMOraer Ju
CTapUINM.

~— Tp1 HaM MOMOT, U MBI TeOA HOJYKHBI BHIDYYUTH B YeM-HU-
6yAb,— FOBODUT KOMaHIUp.— MoxkeT, y BaC II0 XO34HCTBY UTO-
Hubyab CAENATh HAJO, KPBLJIBLLO OTPEMOHTHPOBATh, K IPHMEDY.

-— JHa y Hac Koabka ¢ meloM XOTb 4TO caMHu cAaesaioT! — oT-
maxuBaerca IleTbKka.— MeHa OHM He OYEHB-TO U 3aCTaBJAAIOT. Tak
TOJBKO, TIOPYTHBAIOT AJA MOPAAKA.

— Torza Kak Xodellb,— roBOPUT KoMaHAup.—— Toabko u Tebe
mopa yiXe MOMOTaTh B3POCJAEIM BO Bcex uX 3aborax. TpynaHo ceii-
Yyac B3POCJBIM.

— ${ u tar,— orBeuaer Ilerska.— Ha ceHokoce, Ha NIpOIOJ-
Ke UJH eme rae-Hubyap 0oJblle CTapyXx Aesaro.

— 9TO HEII0X0,— I'OBOPUT KOMaHIUD.

— EcTh y MeHd OJHa MaJieHbKasa mpoch0a,— CIOXBaTHIBAET-
ca Ierska. — Hago 6Bl 3eMJSHKY II0-HACTOAIEMY JOCTDOUTE.
d yiiny c Bamu, a B Heil CeHbKa ocTaHeTCA X03SHHMYATH. BOT 1
HaJo JaTh €My HHCTPYKTa’)K, KaK Bce o0opyaoBaTh. lIBepu Hazo
6LI B MEpPBYIO OoYepeab YCTAHOBUTE.

KomaHaup cmyckaeTcsa B 3eMJIAHKY, HEJOJITO OCMATPHUBAaeT ee.
CTYYHUT KYJAKOM IO IOTOJKY U cTeHaM. Ilorom 3oBeT kK cebe IleTn-
Ky U TOBOPHT:

— B mesoMm caenaHo Hemyoxo. Ho — coBepllieHHO HeIpaBUJIb-
HO. Bo-mlepBBIX, U3 3eMJSIHKHM TaKOH KOHCTPYKIIMM HEJb3S BECTH
Habmiogeune. IlosTomy TpebyeTcA CpPOYHO COOPYIUTH IIOA3€MHBII
XOJ 3a €JKM M 3aMaCKHUPOBATH €ro CHApysKU U U3BHYTpHU. Bo-BTO-
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pPBIX, V BHIXOZA H3 Hee HaJo 00d3aTeIbHO HMETh CTPEJKOBEIe
sTUeiiKH. A ABEepH YCTAaHOBUTH — CaMoO CO0OIL.

Komauaup orzaer pacnopsisKeHHs, U OOHIBI IPHUHUMAIOTCA 3a
peso. B cuuTaHEble MMUHYTHI NOA3€MHEBIM X0 roToB. IleThka moJea
B HEro M BBINOJI3 HA TPaBy JaJIEKO 3a €JKaMHu, IPIMO K GOJBUION
KOYKe, IPHKDLITOH PAacCKMAUCTHIM KycToM. Jlyuurero mecra maiada
Ha0JI0AaTeIbHOr0 NYHKTA HeJNb3sg ObIO M mpuaymarb. Ortcroza
IIPOCMATPHUBAJNACH IIOYTH BCH BBITOPOJKA, H emie OwlJa IOJHAS
YBEPEHHOCTh, YTO Habaiogarenda B TAaKOM MeCTe HHUKTO He oOHa-
PYKUT.

CHoBa 3acBepKaJi B pyKax GOIHIIOB calepHBI€ JIOMATKH, U BOT
yiKe OTPLITHl CTPEJKOBBIe AYEHKH II0 BCEM CTODOHAM 3€MJAHKH.
Temeps esoBas 4Yallfa ¢ 3eMJISIHKOI OblJa XOpOLIO mpHcIOcOo0IeHa
IJIs KpyroBoit o0OpOHBI. A Ha odepeiu — yCTAaHOBKa ABepeii.

— A rae Tei ux paspobeua, Ilerp PywmsiHuerp? — chmpauiusaer
xomaHzup. IleTbka oTBeuyaer He cpasdy. Bonpoc mekoraussiii. Co-
3HABATHCH, UTO YBOJIOK HX 6e3 cmpocy, HeJioBKo. Ho HeNpaBAy cKa-
3aTh xpacaomy KOMaHJUDY TOKe HeJb3s.

A usz goma mpuHec, OHM OT Halluero mnorpeba. Bp;BoeM c
CeHoni& eJle IPUBOJIOKJIU,— rOBOPUT HaKoHel IleTbxka.

— A pasBe JoMa OHHM He HYXHBI? — YAUBJIAETCA KOMaHIHP..

— [Ha u tam oHu GBIIM Ha MecCTe, KOHEYHO, HO 3J€Ch-TO HYMK-
Hee,— oTBeuaer IletbKka.— Boiina Begn!

— BoitHa — 3T0 BepHO,— 3aJyMYUBO TOBOPHT KOMAaHAUP.
U Her y:xe B ero rojoce npexHero, Bocxumenusa. 1 uHa IlerbKy oH
norasgenx 6es BOCTOPra, a IPUCTAJbHO, U3y Yalole.

Tem BpeMenem GOHULI BKOMAJH B 3eMJIO CTOAKH ABepeil, MpH-
ChIIAMM MX TJIHMHOHA M IUJIoTHO yTpambGoBanu ee. Tenepp Ilerbke
Kas3aJioch, YTO yKe H He 3eMJIsIHKa Yy Hero, a Hacroaimuit 30T —
JOJITOBpeMEeHHAs 3eMJsSHAA OTHeBasg TOYKa. BOHWIBI, 3aKOHYUB pa-
60Ty, cHoBa XBaJsuau IleTbKy, a 3a0JHOo M 3eMAdgHKy. Ho B 3To
BpeMsa KOMaHAUP NMOTporaJ Ha JABepAX 3aMOK U CIIPOCHJI:

— A rzae xe Kaou?

Ox u Hexopouo ctamo Ilerske! He mor om coararb, 4To Mpo-
CTO-HANpOoCTO 3a6bLNT KJIIOY JAOMAa U €ro MOMKHO OBICTPO NMPHUHECTH.
Ha camom-to aene IleTbKa MO30pHO YIOYCTUJ U3 BUAY 3TOT CaMBIX
KJI04, KOrga paspabaThiBaJ IJIaH INOXHUINEHHA gBepeil. A uTo Ie-
Jaarb 6e3 Kaouya? 3amok c6uBath 06yxom?

— Yero MoTUUIIE? — CTPOKE CIPOCHS KOMaHIUD.

IleThka MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KAK 3aIKTJHUCH KAPKHM DPYMAHILEM €ro
IEeKH.

— Jla Beap THI Ge3 CIpOCy ABEPH YHeC,— Jorajajci KOMaH-
Iup,— a Ipolhe CKasaTh — yKpaJd.— W rojoc y KomaHaupa IO-
CypOBeJ, 3a3ByYaJ I'HeBHO.
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Herske crano eme Xye — Xothb yberait. Ho Hacynusmmecs
Gofinpr obeTynuau ero. Jda ¥ HoOru He CiayliaJuch, CIOBHO BaTHhIE
CeaJIuCh.,

— 3a TaKue MOCTYNKM B BOGHHOe BpeMs 3Haellb 4YTO OBIBa-
eT? — BCKpMYaJa KomaHAaup. M eme Kro-ro 3akpudanx mobiau-
30CTH...

ITeTbKa AEpHYJICA Ha IOCTEJbHUKE M IIPOCHYJICA.

10

IToguuMasnca OH ¢ IJIOXMM HAaCTPOEHHEM: M He BHICMAJICA, U
PyKH Bce eme GoJesy, a yTPo yiKe IMo3Hee.

BoiiiT B ceHHM cpasy OH He pemnJjacsa: 60sa3HO 6bLI0 MOMacCTh
Mof TopAYyIo PyKy crapminx. Beib oHH JaBHO JOJNKHBEI o6HaApY-
KHTL mponaxy! OHM M KpHUYaT OTTOrO, YTO He 3HAIOT, KOro TyT
nojoapesBartb. IleTbka pelIns, 4To Jydlie ITOCUJAETH elle HEeMHOro
B KJaJoBKe, MOJCAYIIATH, O UYeM TOJKYIOT CTapuide B JOMe...

Ho moaro ycuzetTs Ha MecTe OH He CMOr M INOTPYyCHJ U3 KJja-
JOBKY C TaKHM BHAOM, OYATO €My HHYEro O NMPOMAaBIINX ABEPSAX
He HU3BECTHO.

OH ofpajgoBaJics, Korga MaTh OpOILIa MMMO Hero M Hi 0 4eM
He CIpoCHJia, He PYTHyJAa, Ja’Xe HacueT yMBIBAHUA He HAIOMHU-
Ja. «3Hauut, Hac ¢ CeHbKO He MOJ03PeBalOT»,— C obyeryeHuem
nosyman oH. Jlake 3aropauiica TeM, UTO ollepallusd IIpOBeJeHa
TaK JJOBKO — BCe CJIeJbl 3aMeTeHbI.

Cxopo IleTsky ycaguau 3aBrpakaTtb. VI onaTh HU Aefd, HI MaThb
HI O YeM He CHPAaHIMBAJH €ro. A oH MOJYaJj, BEKUAAA, CTapajcs
NMOHATEH PAa3roBOP CTAPUIMX U HUYEro He MMOHHUMAJ.

— Ilpujgercs ocrarbCA eme Ha JeHb,— XMYpPO IPOroBOPHJI
Jen.

~— Iloau, ycneeus 3a JeHBb-TO,— CKa3aja MarTh.

— JHoakoH ycnersb,— COrJiacuicsa Hen.

Ou nouckaJj 3a nevyxkofi rosuipl, NOXJoNaJl UX OJHA O APYrylo
¥ BbilleJ. Bpljo CJBIIIHO, KaK B CEHAX 3arpeMes OH CBOHMM UH-
CTPYMEHTaMH.

— Yero oH genaTh-To cobuUpaeTcsa? — CJIOBHO HeB3Hauai, 6e3
ocoboro uHTEpeca cnpocua Ilerska.

— TpBI BoT CIMIIB, 2 ¥ HaC HOYBIO KaKHe-TO HeJoOphle JIIOAU
norpe6 pasjsomaJd. [IBepH KyZa-TO YBOJOKJH BMeCTEe C KOCAKAMU
i1 ¢ 3aMKOM,— 3aropopmjia Matrb. OHa Oblja paccrpoeHa, HO Ilers-
Ka BHIeJ, YTO HAa HEro-TO OHA HE CEPAUTCA.

— M u3s norpe6a Bce yHecan? — cnpocuna Ilerrka, BCKaKusas
It CTapasiCh paseIrpaTh yAUBJEHHE X BO3MYLIEHHE. )
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— To ¥ HENOHATHO, YTO HHUYero ua3 mnorpeda He B3aau. TyT
030pCTBO KaKoe-TO He KO BpeMeHH. PaHbllie TOJABKO B CBATKH TaK-
TO IIYTUJIM. A Teleph Belb BOilHa,— paCcCKa3bIBaJIa PACCTPOEHHAsd
MaTh.— MBI U TIOHATH HUUYero He Moxkem. Komy, AJa dero Io-
TpeboBaaNCh cTaphkle BopoTa? Yok He 3HAK JU B 3ToM Kakoit? He
HaMeKaeT JHM HaM KTO-TO HeZoOphIi o ueM-To?.. BoT u mowmesa ze-
IyLIKa TeCaTh HOBBIE KOCAKH. 3a JeHb BCe ¢lesiaeT. A BAPYr U HO-
Bble JBEpH YBOJIOKYT? A JAeAyLIKa-TO B HallleM AOMe IOCJeTHUi
JIeHb JKHUBET...

— Kak mnocaezuuit? — nopasuiaca Ilerbka.— OH 4TOo — Ha
¢pout?

— ¥xoaur oH oT Hac. B cemplo TBOero aaau Muxamia, KO-
Tophlit moru6. I'oBopHuT, YTO HaZo IOMOTaTh HXHeil ceMbe. ¥ Hac-
TO, MOJI, BCE B3POCJEBIe, CaMH ceba NMPOKOpMUM. A y HHUX — JeB-
YOHKH MaJ MaJia MeHbIe. BoT M pellluJ OH K HUM YHATH KUTh:
XO3AHMCTBO B MOPAAOK IIPHBEJET, B KOJX03e UM Ha XJeb Iojpa-
6oTaer...

MarTte roeopuna ¢ rpycreio. M IleTbKa cierka 3aTOCKOBAaJI OT-

" TOro, YTO NPUJAETCA Tenepsr JKUTh 0e3 JeAa, KOTOPHIM B IIOCIEI-
Hee BpEMS CTaJI Jydullle OTHOCUTHCA K HEMY M, KTO 3HaeT, MOKET,
BBIYYHJI OBI €r0 Ha’Ke CTOJSIPHOMY peMecJy.

— Ho Bexs ou He HaBcerga? — crupocuJa Ierska. .

— OH u caM He 3HaeT,— He Cpa3y OTBETUJIA MaTh.— B oaHOI
JepeBHe OyJeM KUTh, KOHeuHo. ByJem Bujierbca. A yXOIUT OH
OTTOrO, YTO V3K OYEeHb O Bac, 0 BHyKaX CBOUX, Aymioi Goxeer. Ao
KOJXO3HBIX JHeaax — Toxe. OH BCIO KU3HB TaKoii: 3a60TIUBHII
U J0O0pEIii, He rafafu, UTO ¢ BuAy ObiBaeT rposeH. OH o ApPyrux sce
IyMaeT, a He o cebe.

— OH, HaBepHOe, NMPaBUJIBHO ITocTymnaer? — capocua IlersKa.

— A rTtefe eule paHO HOCTYNKH CTAapBIX JIOAeil o6CyKIaTh,—
CHOBa DACCTPOEHHO 3aroeBopuja Marth.— He TBoe 3TO Jejso, mpa-
BUJBHO UJM HENpPaBUJLHO OH MoCTynaeT. B Haulem JoMe y cTap-
mux A8 TeOA BCe NPAaBUJIBHBIM OJMKHO ObITh. Tak u 3amoMHU.
A Ha Jexa rpex o0HXKATHCI — OH BCIO KM3HB paboraer. Iopa
66 U Tele mpumep C Hero 6paTkb.

Ilocme Takoro pasrosopa IleTbKa mOYTH HAYKHCTO 3a0BLJI IIPO
ABEpH OT morpeoda.

— ¥Yxoaur genymka... I dero 66l eMy TYT He XKUTBH? — elle
pa3 B3jOoxXHyJia MaThb., OHa IOCHIena NMPHUrOpPIOHUBIIMCH, & 3aTEM
nossasa K cebe IleTbKy u cmpocuma coBceM Y3k Ipo AUKOBHH-
Hoe:

— He 3Haens a1, y KOro B OKpyre €CTh BEJOCUITEAEI?

— Beaocuneas? — nepecnpocus nopasxxkeHusiit [letpka.

— Hy ga. !
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— He 3Haw,— ckasaua Ilerbka.— Bpoje Kak HH y KOro He
6B110. A 4TO?

— Ja To, YTO Ha TPOINKe 3a Hamieil BHITOPOZOH C yTpa OblLIM
3TH BeJOCHUIIeAHBIE CJeAbl. BoT U ayMaeMm, He C BeJOCHIIEJOM JU
BOp-To OB, Benp ABepu c KocskaMu Ha cebe U 340POBOMY MYIKH-
Ky JaJieko He yHecTH. Mosker, Ha BeJIOCHIIe[e M YBE3NH HX? —
TOBOPHWJIA MAaThb.

TleTBKY J0 TOrO YZHBHUJIH €€ IIPeJNOJOXeHHd, YTO OH OFOopo-
neJa. J[eliCTBUTENBHO, YTO 32 BeJOCHIERMUCT oObaBHiACA? ¥V BOEH-
HBIX BpoZe He GpIBaeT, fa M He BUAHO OBLIO BeJiocHIleAa... Temneps
eMHCTBEHHOE JKeJlaHUe HAIIOJHAJIO €ero: OexaTh, IOTJIAZETh Ha
STH cJeIbl U 00A3aTeJLHO Y3HATH, KyJa oHM BexyT. OH 3aTopo-
IUJICS U3 H30HL.

— TIoocTOpo:kHee TaM,—IPUKPUKHYJa BCAen maTh.—Moxer,
e3IUT TYT KaKoii-HubGyap Bop Ja pasboitHuk. Cmorpu B oba. [a
He yOeraif zaJeko-To.

— JlagHo,— mocnemHo oTo3paaca Ilerbka.

OH BBICKOUMJI HA KPBIJBIO H HAa MCHOBEeHHE OCTaHOBUJICH, I'Jif-
IA, KaK JeJ BeIOUpaer u3 wTabenda OGpeBHBINIKM M Jocku. Mumo:
Jella XOTeJOCh NMPOLIMEBIrHYTh HezaMeTHo. Iloka IleTeka pasfymsl-
BaJ, KaK 9TO Jydulle CAeJaTh, OH yCJblliaj rojoc CeHBKH, orisd-
nyjyca — CeHbKa cyMaToIIHO 6eskaJ o cepefuHe YIMIBl U Maxal
pYKaMH, aBHO MoA3biBad K cebe IleTbKy.

Koraa Iletbka nogoires, CeHbKa, He TOBOPA HH CJIOBa, COPBAJI-
¢ ¢ MeCTa U MoKasay JApPYry, YToOml TOT HeMeAJIEHHO 0e)kals 3a
HuM. OCTaHOBUJINCH Y BAaJBHErO capas.

— UYero a Bumge-eJ,— ucnyraudo samentag CeHbKa,— riasam
He Bepmo!

— Tne? Yero? — zamenrtaa IleTbka—eMy Nepefasioch BOJHe-
ne CeHbKH. A BeJb OH €CaM XOTeJ OTOpPOLINTH JApyra HOBOCTBIO
0 BEJIOCUTIEAHBIX cjaelax... F 4To 3a HeBHIAJ b NONajiach Ha rjasa
Ceunke?

— Tawm, y 3eMAAHKH,— CPEIBAIOLIMMCA T0JIOCOM Ha4aJ pac-
ckaselBath Cenpka.—Iloabesxkato ¢ Taukoif... I cerogHs nopaHs-
iue BCTaJ, YTOOBI JUIIHUU BO3HIIKO IO Kapel NpuBe3TH. Iloanes-
Jamw, a TaM ABEph yiKe Ha MeCTO IOCTaBjJeHa, MaCKHPOBOYHEIE
tyuybd pacKHIaHbl. I KTO-TO KONaeTcs, IIeOYPIINTCA B 3eMJISAHKE.
A y eJIOK BeJloCHUIIe]] CTOUT, COBCeM He cnpsaAraH. f riaszam He Be-
po, a o Gaecrur! Koseca Oonbluyliue, HUKeIHPOBAHHEIE H € pe-
AMHOBOM IIHHOH. A CIHILI — TOHIOCEHBKHE, OJHa IOIIEpEeK ApY-
roft...

— U uto THI cHenan?

— Huvuero ne caenan. Yoe:xan 3a toboii. Bmecre, Aymalo, He
erpamtHo. Jla BeAp M 3eMJIAAHKA-TO y Hac obmasa! Bmecre nHazo!
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— Cnpetioun! — crkasan Ierska. Ho u camMomMy emy craJo
He 110 cebe nocse CeHBPKHHOrO paccKasa. BecrnokoiiHo aymaJ, Kak
’Ke ObITh. BIDPYr NHpo 3eMJAHKY pPasys3HaJ YIOJHOMOYEHHBIH? OH
cTporuii, yYHHUT gomnpoc. Ho He cran Obl YHOJHOMOYEHHBIN MHpU-
JAaKUBATh JBEPU...

Trwl gaBHO orTyga? — cupocua Ilerbxa.

— Her, Tonsko uto. Cpady Tebs CTaN BBEISBIBATH.

— Torxa, moxer, noiiaem?

— Hoitnem. Tonbko Hazo ObI ¢ co00il uTO-TO B3ATH. OpyKUe
KaKoe-HUOY Ib.

- A rakoe?

— [Ha, moxer, Tam agusepcaHt! — mpeanonoxkun CeHbKa.—
Moxer, nyumie KoabKe BallleMy @Ipo BCe paccKasaThb... Wiau Bo-
€HHBIM...

— MoxeT, MOXKeT — KOIIKA CrJIOMKeT,— paccepauicsa Ilers-
Ka, Habupasach XpaOpoCTH, XOTSd M CAMOMY OBLJIO JKYTKOBATO MATH
K 3eMJSHKe ¢ IIyCThIMM pykKamu.— HaJo cHauajia BCce TOYHO pas-
Y3HaTh, KTO TaM, a IIOTOM YK M JOKJAABIBATH KOMY CJeLyeT, ec-
JM TMOHAJO006UTCA. A To NpuBEAeM JIOAeH K 3eMJIAHKe U BBIAAAUM
ceba ¢ ro10BO#, KaK MOCJAeAHHE OJYXH,

— Jlagno,— co B3goxoMm coraacuica Ceubka.— ToJbKO Adapail
He IPAMO IO TPOIKe IoiaeM, a depes IoJje Io Goposjzam. Bapyr
ToT HaOJIOAEHUE BeJET 3a JepeBHel ceifuac. A B Gopo3gax OH
Hac He YBUIUT.

— 9T0 BEpHO,— corsacuica IleThKa.

Onu BBIOpasu GOpo3AY MOTIYGMKe, MOMOA3NAU. ITO ObLIO HE TaK-
TO IPOCTO. 3aCOXIIHe KOMBbS 3eMJM Lapamnajd KojeHku. C Helpu-
BBIUYKY pebsaTa 6vicTpo ycranu. OHU IeperIAHYJAUCHL U HA cepeiu-
He TMyTH yCTPOHIH MaJeHbKHNI NpuBaj. Jla ¥ NMocoBewaThCa HAIA0
OBLIIO.

Mumo Hameil 3aropoinl cjaeibl OT BeJiocHUIleAa uiiud. Mats
AyMaeT, UTO Ha BeJoCHNEede U JABepH OT Iorpeba KTO-TO yBe3,—
coobmns Ierpka. CeHbKa oTMonuaJcsd, GOA3IUBO BIIIAABIBASCDH B
OIYLIKY.

— He Hago 6ni0 TeGe oTTyaa yberarh, IOKa THI TOrO YEJIO-
BEKa, KOTOPBIH B 3eMJISHKe, He pasmifgel,— YKOPHUSHEHHO CKa-
saJx IleTska.

Cam nompo6Gosasn 6bi,— ¢ obumoit orBetus Cenbka. M oHH
CHOBA IIOIIOJI3JIH...

Bor oHn u BosNe uwamUIEl e€g04YeK, Cpeu KOTOPHIX CKpPBITA
semaaHka. Hacrynun pemaroiuit momeHT. CHOBa 3aMepPJIH ADPY3b4.
Tenepp uM u yberars yXe OblIo Henb3g. IloMuuInbCca — 00f3a-
TeNBbHO HaJeNaellsb MIyMy, Belfalb ceba. M Ttor, 4To B 3eMIAHKE,
HaBepHSKa YCJABILIUT. A ecnu y Hero apromar?
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To pebAT moHecIUCH IPUrJAYILIeHHbIE HAKATOM 3BYKHU. Be3 coM-
HEHHUs, OHM POKJAANUCE TaM, B 3eMJasHKe. Ciplmianuck riayxue
yaapel. Fl emle B 3eMJAHKe KTO-TO HAIIEBAJ TOHKHM JOBOJBHEIM
TOJIOCKOM.

11

— Bpar He crax 65l eTh,— uenuysa Ilerbka Apyry. Tor aumb
KUBHYJ B OTBET, COrJIalIasiCh.

— K gaBepam! — menotroMm ckomaHpgoBaia IleTeka u caenan
cBupenoe Juno. Jpysbsa, yiKe He 3ab0TaCh 0 THIIHHE, TOMYaJIUCh
K BXoAy B 3eMuaHKY. Ho uto 3To? Ilepes Humu — cBexas KydKa
3eMJH M aMa, LeJBlil mpoBaJj, 6yATO MPOJOKEeH OTCIofla HmoJ eJ-
KaMH B 3eMJAHKY nojseMHBIH xon. IleTbKe TyT Ke BCIOMHUJICH
COH, U OH oTopomes. B uymeca ox He BepuJ. Ilerbka mogHAJ Ciy-
yaliHo O6pOHEeHHOe V 3eMJISHKH M0JIeHO, 3aMaxHyJjaca uM. Ho 6urth
OB1JI0 HEKOrO. )

— Jlesxypsb 31€Ch, y 3TOi HODBI, U Geif, ecsim KTo U3 Hee IO-
neser. MeHa 30BU,— BCJAyX pacmopsapuwica Iletbka, a caMm B ABa
TPBIXKKA MOJACKOYMI K CTyIleHbKaM. Pyka C mosieHOM NojparuBa-
Jia, Ho IleThbKka He YyBCTBOBaJI CTpaxa.

— Brixoau! — oTyasHHO KPUKHYJ OH HECBOUM Tr0OJIOCOM U
'POXHYJ TIOJIEHOM Io ABepaM. Fl ToiabKo Tenmeph yBUAET, YTO Ha
JBEPAX BHCHUT BCe elle 3anepThiit 3aMok. Ctajo scHo: 4depe3 3TH
J\BEpHU HUKTO HAaBCTpeYy eMy U3 3eMJISHKHU He BbIiJeT.

Tlenua Temepsh ysKe He ObLiI0 cabiltHO. Ho ¢ Toit cTOpoHEI, rae
ocranca CeHbKa, AoHecaach rayxad Bo3Hs. Ilerbka KuHyJaCcA K
npyry.

Hazg n1azom mia oruasHHaa 6opk6a. CeHbKa ¢ MepeKOCHBIINMCA
JILIIIOM, TIOABBIBAA OT CTPaXa, KPEIMKO NMPUAABJIHUBAJ K 3eMJie KaKo-
1'0-TO YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPHIH He yCIleJa ellie MOJHOCTHIO BHIGpaThCcs u3
Jn3a ¥ Hejeno OGapaxrajcs. Ilerbka ¢ Xoxy crpadacraj aToro ue-
JIOBeKa 3a JAJUHHBIe TOHKHE PYKH, 3aTHYJ UX eMy 3a CIHUHY.

— IIycrure! BonbHo BeAb,— IJIYX0 3aroBopusa ueyoBek. OH
NAPYr MOKAa3aJjICH APY3bAM YAMBUTENBHO 3HAKOMEIM M COBCEM HeE
erpamrHeIM. OHM U OTIIYCTHJIM €ro, OTOLLIM OT Jiasda Ha Iapy Ia-
0B U KJAJH, Yero oH CKa’KeT.

YesioBeK NMPUIIOAHAJ yMAa3aHHYIO TJIMHOM rOJOBY, BHIBOJIOK M3
nnisa Tollee TeJo, ceJ Ha TpaBy. I pebATa yBHAENHM, YTO 3TO He
"yKaK M He JUBEepPCaHT, a nmpocro Anexa PyHTOB.

Hy u Bpemuwnlii 'Ke 4demoBek! 3ayeM TOJBKO M 3adABHJICI OH B
WewHre Kpaa?!

— TeB1 yero TyT? — rpy6o kpuknya Ilerbra.— Yero sasumis,
wro re6a npocun? Mau pasHo Tebda He mynuau?
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— A uero... I TyT JozesmiBas Baml OJMHAAMK,— cpa3y 3a-
xpabpuica Pynr. OH X0Th MU NMOHHUMAJ, UTO 3aAUPATHCA ceifuac
He CJIeZoBaJIO OBI, YTO XOTH M IIOMOJIOME ero 3Tu pebara us Oct-
poBa, HO MapHHM KpeIKHe,— M BCe e He MOl NepeJIOMHTh CBOIH
XapaKTep, apTayuiacs.

— Be3 cunakoB TH OTCIOLA e yiijemb,— 3JI0Belie 3alleNTala
IIerpka.— HaBcerza 3abygzemsp K 3ToMy MecTy gopory!

Or marHys K AJjexe M ¢ pasmMaxy yZAapuia ero no mee. Tor
TMOKaYHyJICA BIepes H, BCe elle CHAfA, CEpbe3HO I'NIAHYJ CHU3Y Ha
ped4ar.

— A mouemy Heab3s BMecre? Beapb A ToXe X0Uy IpPOTHB Bpa-
ra 4To-HUGyJbL TAKOe CAeJaTh,— CKa3aj oH 6e3 ocoboii o6uMawl.—
A gpatbcAa A ¢ BaMH He OyAy, ApaThCd HAM B TaKOoe BpeMsdA —
TOJIBKO MO30PUTHCH.

ITerbka 3amaxHyJICA elle pa3, HO He YAapHJI. v

— Ocrassb ero,— ¢ npespenueM ckasaa Cenbka.— [apait nyu-
IIle JOIIPOC ¢ HEro CHUMEM, a MOTOM ¥3K U HOTOHHM B TPH IIIEH.

— Kro Teba mpocus B 4yKoOil 3eMJISHKE KOMaHAOBATH? —
cupocusn Ilerpka. — J[YPHOI TBI M HECO3HATEJLHBIHA. OTTOrO H Je-
3elb KyJa He CJIeAYeT.

— Hla a xe cayvaiiHo Habpea Ha Hee... A XOTUTe Haydy Bac
Ha BeJIOCHIIeJe KaTaTbCsaA? — HEOKUAAHHO 3aKOHYHJ Ajexa.

— Buganau mb1 BeslocHIIeB,— IPE3PUTENBHO cKasas IleTbKa.
M Bapyr mo4yBCTBOBAJ, YTO €My OYeHb XO4ercd XOTd Obl morJjd-
JeTh HAa MaUIMHY, B3ATHCA CBOUMH pPyYKaMu 3a pyJab.—I'ae oHy Te-
6a? — Bce eme rpy6o cupocus Iletbka.

Asexa BCKOYMJ ¥ MUIOM BBIKATHJI H3-32 €JI0UEK CBEPKAIOLIMI
KpacKaMH M HHKeJeM Besocunel. Ipysbsa 3aqap03am{o TJIAAETH
Ha Hero.

— T'me B3an? — cnpocun Ilerbka.— Befr cmepra-ro y Tebs
ero He 6BLIO.

— ToBapuuy orny npuciaan. Co 3HAKOMBIM KOHIYKTOPOM,—
ropfo pacckaspiBajy Ajexa.— Topapuiy 5TOT Ha BOIHY YyIIIeJ, HY
U IpUCIaJ HaM BeJoCHIlel Ha XpauHenue. M Kararbcda, NMOHATHO,
pasperui.

— Korzaa Hac-to yuurs 6ygemb? — cnpocusa Ilerbka, BUEMUB-
IIHMCHh B NMPOXJAAHBIN, KDACHBO U30MHYTHIH PYJIb.

— /Ja xoTs ceifuac,~— € TOTOBHOCTBIO OTO3BaJCHA AJjexa.

OHu BBIILIH Ha TPONKY. Asexa CyeTHJICA BO3JIe BeJOCHIeAA U
pebsar, o0bACHAA Ha3BaHUEe U Ha3HadyeHHe Aerateil. U Tyr e xBa-
cral, 4TO €aM OH Hay4YMJICH €3LUTh Cpa3y, 06e3 IOCTOPOHHEH IIo-
MOIIH.

OH TepneauBO IOACAYKUBAJ p;pyaen Ha celJio, Ha XOAY TNOJ-
CKa3bplBaJ, Kak HaJAo paboraTk pyKaMH, HOT4AMM, H30 BCEX CHJ
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yAepKUBaa yOeraolIuil u TYT JKe Najaromuii Bexocunen. OH
yuun Apyseit mo Tex mop, noka CeHbKa He rpoxHyJca U He 006o-
ApaJ cebe meJajbIo0 HOTY SO KDPOBH.

— OTo THI IBEpH BKomaJa? — Bce elle XMypdAck, cripocu Ilers-
Ka, KOTZla OHH CeJIY NEePeJOXHYTh.

— §,— ToTyac cosHajgca Anexa.— f ux npuaagmia, semJeit
npuckinajg., OIHO TOJIBKO He co0o0pasui, YTO 3aMOK-TO CHAPYKH
BucHuT. Hepr a4 3a py4YKy — ABepb HU ¢ MecTa. Y Kmouya Hetr. Kak
B 3eMJsSHKy momacrs? IloHeBoJsie MpHILIOCH MOAKOI AejaTh. A C
HUM 3eMJSIHKA elle Jydllle — KaK CTAapHHHAA KPENOCTh.

— UYem sxe Ter peia? Pykamu? — gonsiTeiBasica IleTbka.

— 3aueM pykKaMmi. f ¢ 3acTynom npuexa.

— Tak THI YTO, 3HAJ YK€ PO HALILY 3€MJIAHKY?

— JlaBHo HaOaOAajJ, KaKk BHE TYT KoNaeTech, CBOe TaHHOE
3aHATHEe APOBUINIKAMU Mackupyere. Hemsoxo npuaymaHo,— € yc-
MEIIKOH MOATBEepAMJa AJexa.

— W no uouam Habaogan?

— N no Houam.

— ITnuonusn, aHaYuT?

— Her. {1 Tak, ryJadio no BedyepaM...— CIIOXBATHJICA AJexa,
CJIOBHO CKa3aJl YTO-TO JIUIIHEE,

— KaTucs Jomoii, a 3aBTpa B TaKOe XK€ BPeMs NpHeelb CIo-
la. Bygemrs esauTh, MOKa HAC MO-HACTOAWIEMY He BBIYYMINL Ka-
tatbesa. IoHsan? — cTtporo cnpocus Ilerbka.— KM Gea Hac B 3eM-
JAHKY Hoca He cyit. CamMu IpuriacuMm, Korga Bce OygeT TOTOBO.

— Touan,— paBHOAYIIHO cKasaya Asiexa. OH BIpDYTr yJIBIGHYJI-
ca 0e3 BCAKOI oOHIBI, CJIOBHO B3POCJBIM Iepel AeTbMH, BCKOYUJ
Ha BeJIOCHIEH U, IOBKO ofbeskas KOJIeH, NaJKH U KYCTHKH, O6bICT-
PO CKpBLJICA B TOI CTOpPOHE, I'ie LIjla BAONL KeJle3HOH [Joporu
Tpomna.

12

HApyssa elle IOJCOHBKO CHAENIH BO3Je 3eMJSHKH M JyMaJu,
KaK 6bITH. He Ae:XypUTh e 34eCh BCe HOUH, YTOOBI OTTOHATDH AJle-
Xy. A ToMy HHYEro He CTOUT HOAKATUTH K 3eMJISHKE Ha BeJIOCH-
nege B 100y MHHYTY...

OHU 1o ouepeaH CIA3UIM B 3€eMJAHKY II0 IIOJ3€MHOMY XOAY,
npopsiToMy AJjexoif. XoJ UM ITOHPaBUJICH.

— Hennoxo npuaymano,— ckasay CeHbKa.

— Jlypak oH — BKONIaJ 3amepThie JBepH. BOT M NIPUILJIOCH
oMy...— OypKHYJI Iletbka.— W He GBIBAaeT y 3eMJSAHOK IIOA3EM-
HBIX XOZOB. A CKOJIBKO OH IJIMHBI TYT HaBaauia! 3a JeHb He BHI-
Tackaeinb. Ero 'xe 1 3acTasio youparts.
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— A pa3sse xyxe ¢ xogom? — He orcraBag CeHbka.— Ham
caMMM TpPHILIOCE OBl KollaTh ero. Ecau 4yTo CayduTcss, MBI IIACTh
B HEro — U NOMHUHAM KakK 3BaJIU.

Ilerska cmoputs He craZ. Uro OH MOr cKa3aTh? UITo TAMe-
JIEHHbIe [BE€PU OHHU YBOJIOYHL CyMeJH, a [P0 MaJIOCEeHBKHH KJI0Y
OT 3aMKa OH 3a0wmi1 Hauucro. CaM BHHOBAT. A BBIKPACTH KJIOY
ceifyac — 3HAYUT HaBJeYb Ha cebs momospenue marepu. Cromars
stor 3aMok? Tak BeAb APYyroro Her...

Jdpysbda 3aMacKUpOBaJNu ABEPH H NoA3eMHBIA x07. Ilerhka 3a-
cobupaJjcsa gomoii, Ho CeHbKa 3aBeJ CTapyio IEeCHIO.

— JlaBait zpor Hapy6uMm Ipo 3amac. ¥ MeHS TOIOp TYyT He-
pajseko npunparadH. Hapy6um, a nmocse B s060e BpeMsa UX MOGIKHO
6ymer orsesTu Aomoii. JlaRaili XoTh Ha BO3UK HaTAlaeM. deroHam
nonycry Geratb TyAa Aa cioxa?

— MeHsa, MoiKeT, MaTh TOXKe 3acCTaBjdgeT JPOBA BO3HUTH,—
exugHo ckasaJ Ilerbka.

— A xro nporuB? [lamaii Tak: Bo3 MHe, Bo3 Tebe. U pyrars
Teba mepectaHyT,— OXUBUICA CeHBKa.

— JHagaii,— xMypo corsacuiics Ilerska.

JpoB oHU HaroTroBUJIU Bo3a Ha ABa ObicTpo. Mosua pabGorasu.
CosHIle HOZHAJNOCH yXKe MOYTH K CaMoOMYy 3eHHTY. B Jecy cra-
HOBUJIOCH NIAPKO M AYIIIHO.

— XBarur,— ckasaja Ilerbka u 6pocui TOIIOP.— Taxoe ¢ Ha-
MH TBODUTCS, YTO IPOCHUAMM MbI BCIO BOIHY B 5TOi BHITOPOAKE A
Joma Ha meuke. To 3TH APOBUINKU OTBJIEKAIOT, TO — Pyur. Ilopa
Obl He oOpaliaTs BHUMAHUA Ha NYCTAKU. MBI JKe KIATBY AaBaJju!
WUnu nyyimze 3a6eiTe npo Hee? — IleThbka Tak morasien Ha Jpyra,
CJIOBHO TOT OBIJI BO BCEM BHUHOBAT.

O kiaareax He 3a6bIBAIOT,— cKas3ajl CeHbpKa M TUXO0 B3A0X-
HyJ.— ToabKO MBI BeJb HE I'OTOBHI ellie...

— MU ue roroBumca!l

— Jlouemy xe? I'oToBuMcs,— Bo3pasuya CeHbKa.— 3eMJISHKY
caenanu, CaM roBOpUJ, YTO OHA HY)XKHA B IIEPBYI0O OYe€pelb...

— A Ha koif oua rtemepp HaM? Xapuu B HeM XOTead Xpa-
HUTH, 2 KAK XPaHHUTBh, eCJu 9TOT PYHT 3eCh KpyTUTCA? — pasjpa-
sKeHHO Bo3pasui I[lerbka.

— W s 10 Xe ayMalo,— pacTepaHHO Inporosopusa CeHBKa.
ITeTbka TIsSHYN Ha Hero ellle pas, INIIOHYJ IOJ HOTM U pelIUTENb-
HO nowmes K AepeBHe. CeHbKa MOCHEIIHO CIOPATAN TONOP K JOTHAJ
Apyra.

— Bot uyr0,— 3aroeopun IleTbKa TBEPABIM CHOKOMHBIM I'OJIO-
COM,— Ha4YyHaeM C CerojHsAIIHero IHsA, ceifyac Ke. Iloka crour
noaxoAAllad Noroja, Halxo HaJoBUTH DEIOBI. IlosloBUHY yiOBa OT-
JajuM CBOMM JOMAUIHUM, NOJORHHY — cefe Ha JOopory, uHaue HU-
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yero y Hac He BoIizer. IIpuGaBKy K sallacy [OpPOMKHBIX Xapuel
HYXXHO ZeJaTh KaXKJbli JAeHb.

— Tax u [paBall HaYUHATH, — MUPOJIOOHBO COIVIACHUIICH
CenbKka.

...B u36nl e zaxoxuau. CHayasa KasKAbIii 00Ja3uUJ CBOE IO-
ABOpBE, 4TOOBI co0paTh cHacTH. CeHbKa BBITAIUJ H3-TI0J KPbLIb-
1a Tpex3yO6yio ocTpory ¢ AJWHHBIM, OTIIOJHPOBAHHBIM PYKaMHU pa-
TOBUIIEM, CUMCTHJI C JKeJe3KU XKeJThIil HajseT p:KaBYuHbl. HeTpya-
HO ObLT0 HaiiTH U KOP3UHKY. Bosble Huuero us cHacreil y CeHbKU
He UMeJIoCh, KpoMe yraouek. Ho yaouku ceiivac ObLIH HU K ye-
My — B JKapy pbiba He KJeBaJja. *

¥V Hetrsku ocTporu He Obi0. 3aTO OH PA3BICKAJ B CEHAX IpO-

LCTOPHYIO OpE3eHTOBYIO TOPOY M CKATHJ C IIOBETH OrPOMHYIO OrY-
MEHHYVIO KOP3HHY. B 5Ty KOpP3MHY MOTJIM GBI IIOMECTUTHCHA Tpoe, a
TO M 4eTBepo TaKMX MajbuuilleK, kakK Ilerbka. IIpaBna, 6paTe ee
CaMOBOJBHO He€ II0JIarajlochb— B X03AiicTBe OHa Oblja e[UMHCTBEHHOL
¥ OYEeHBb HYIKHOH. A OryMeHHOil HasblBajach IIOTOMY, YTO 3UMON
B Helf TaCKaJi C FTYMeH CeHo JJA Kopos H oBern. KoHeuHo, U pbI-
fa noBUNIacCH TAKOH KOP3UHOI OTMEHHO.

ITerbka 3abexas B M30y u ¢ Nopora CIIPOCHJ IIPO KOP3HHY.

— Mapui 3a cron! OnaTh 1eAbld AeHL Te6sS He BHULHO,—CTPO-
ro OTBETHJIA MATh.

— $ ysuan npo Benocunexn. 1o Asexa PyHTOB es3nur. Ka-
KOil-TO 3HAKOMBIM MM IpucJaj,— 3arosopuillerska, crapascs oT-
BjieYb MATh OT Pa3rOBOPOB PO 00ex M IIPO CBOe IIOBEJEHUE.

MaTb, HEJOBEPUHBO BBICJAYIIAB €r0, PBBIPA3UTENBHO FASAHYJA
na Konpry. Tor HaxMypuJcs, OIMYyCTHJ Ijasa, IOHAJ, YTO OT HEro
Tpebyercss, 1 GYPKHYJ KOpoTKO: «BrlacHio». Ho Tyt ke npous-
Hec MeUTATEJbHO

— Ceromna A3M MO0 MEJNBYUHKAM TYJSAIOT, FPEIOTCH, TOJICTO-
criuHHbIe. Tak ObI U IIOJIOBHJI.

MaTs rpycTHo yJabIOHyJach, Kajied €ro. BHAMMO, U CEerogHsA
neabssa 610 Kojbke oTBJIeUBCS OT CBOMX 3a00T XO0Th Ha Mapy
‘1acoB. .

— Taxk & mouren! — KpukHyJa IleTbka M KuUHyJCA U3 HU30LI,
wro0Bl MaTh He yCIleJia OLyMAaThCH U OCTAHOBUTEH €r0.

TamuTh OFyMeHHYI0 KOP3UHY OBLJIO TAMKEJI0 H HeYyIOOHO, XOTA
oHia ¥ BBICOXJIAa 3a JieTo A0 xpycTa. Oxnaxo IleTbka BOJIOK ee C
y/IOBOJILCTBUEM. A IoOcpeAu yJauIpl ero y:ke mogxugan CeHbKa
€0 CBOMM HEMY/JAPEHBIM CHapA KeHHEeM.

— Oro!— BockaurHyn CeHbKa, 00pajoBaBUINCH, 4YTO JAPYry
pu3peluay B3ATh OTYMEHHYI0.— CerofHs TOYHO HAJIOBUM.

— HoaxHbl,— KOPOTKO coryacuica IleTbKa.

OHu pHICLOH MHHOBAJM AepeBHI0. MaTu uM OBLIO HEe O4YeHbH

57



Jaynexko. Pe6sara npobupanuck B BBICOKOH TpaBe 3aJIMBHBIX JYLOB
M0 KOYKAM M BCKOpe BBINLIM K TOMy MecTy I'puropku, rge oHa
3aMBICJIOBATO HETJAJA B OOPBIBUCTBHIX Oeperax, M ee CIOKONHEBIe
3aBOJU M OMYTa, IMOPOCUINE T'YCTOH THHON M JKEJTHIMU KYBIIUH-
KaMH, epeMesKajuch 3BOHKHMMH IIepeKaTaMu.

Ilerpka ymapuics, pyballka Ha cHOUHe MPOMOKJA OT IIOTa,
NMpUKJenJach K JIOMAaTKaM —— U BCe H3-3a KOP3WUHBI, HO paju Hee
MOKHO U momoreTb. OTYMEHHYI0 pedATa LEeHUJH A0posKe JII060it
TMOKYNMHOH CHACTH M He IpPOMEHANM OBl JayKe Ha OpegeHb, OHU
yMeJH JIOBUTH PBIOY KOp3uHaMMU.

JApysss OTOLIMHU OT AepeBHU y:Ke Ha H06pwIi Kuigomerp. Ceii-
yac OHH HampaBJAdNUCE K MapThIHOBCKOMY OMYTY. BoT u ero
6eper, BBICOKO IOAHABLINNICA Haj Boxoil. Pebsta ¢ MHUHYTY rJda-
JeJu B DTy 4YEPHYIO, HENMOABMXHYI0 BoAy. OHHM-TO 3HAJM, YTO
BOAA TYT He CTOSYAs, 2 POAHHUKOBAS U XOJOIHAS-NIPEXOJIOLHAHA
Jake BOT B TaKO# sKapKUH JeHb. B oMyTHYIO riy6h ';Ipyaba rJad-
ZeJu He mpocTto Tak. K omMyTy moJjarajock MOZOMTH U IIOCHAETH
BO3JIe Hero Iepej HadyajloM JI000il cepbesHoli puIbaJKu, MHaue
Heuero OBLJI0 U PACCUUTHIBATEH Ha yJoB. Takaa y»K B JepeBHe ObI-
Ja TpuMeTa, TaKop o0nluail. M cobaoganu ero HeyKOCHHUTEJIBHO
BCE.

Ho pebsara 3aeupesnuch HaA OMYTOM, NOMXAaJyi, GoJblie, 4eMm
moJjiarajloch. 3aXBaTHIBAJO AYX OT TEMHOH rJayOuHBI. 3Jechk H2
6epery OOBIYHO BCIOMHHAJHCH pPasHble HCTOPUH O TOM, 4YTO B
OMyTe 06pas3yloTcd BOIOBODOTHI-BOPOHKM, KOTOPLIE 3aCaChIBAOT
IJIOBLOB M He TAIOT MM IOJHATBCA CO JHA, YTO 3/ech MKUiIa, a
MOXKET, M ceilyac >XKUBET IIpeorpoMHas IuykKa. Koe-KTo B JepesHe
YTBEPKJaJ, UTO BUAEN 5Ty INyKy. OHa BBICOBBIBAJA M3 BOJBI
roJIOBY, M Oblyla 5Ta roJi0OBa BEeJWYMHOM ¢ Beapo. PacckaseiBaju,
YTO TENO IIYKH OT CTApPOCTH 06pOCJO 3ejeHOif LiepeThio, G6YATO
OBl cosxpasia 3Ta IIYKa B OMYTe BCIO DBHIOY. Jlake nuKue yTKH
60ATCA CeCTh B BTOT OMYT, MOTOMY 4TO IIYKa KPET U MX BMeECTe
¢ nmepssamu. Pejkue cMeabuYaKH A0 BOMHBI KYIIaJHCh Ha CIOOP B
MapTeIHOBCKOM OMYyTE.

OT 3TMX BOocmOMUHaHUi pebGaram craso He mo ceGe. He cro-
BapUBAafACh, OHM MOAXBATHJIM KOP3UHBI U IMOGEKANH K TEPBOMY
nepexary. HadyuHaTep JIOBJAI0 KOP3HHAMH MO0JIATajJIOCh HMEHHO
OTCIOZa U HATH K JepeBHE BBEPX II0 peKe, TO €CTh NPOTHUB Teue-
HHA, 4YTOGBRI He IUJIBIJAa BIIEpeAM JIOBIOB B3MYy4YeHHas BoJa, IIy-
ras peIOy.

Ha necuanoi#i xoce pebsara pasgenuch AOHATa U IOTPYCUJIH
kK Boge. C MeJBUYMHKH OT HUX BPACCBHIMHYIO LIAPAXHYJACh CTaliKa
KpacHOTJIashlX mjaoTuyeK. OHM, BHUAHUMO, IIPUTPEJNCH TYT Ha
COJIHBIIIKE, ¥ HUKTO HX JaBHO He TPeBOXHJI. OnHA IJOTHYKA C
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HCIIYry BHLJIETeNa Ha necdk, sabuiach GeccunbHo. CeHBKA OXHUM
NpBIXKKOM HACTUr €€ U HAKPBLJI JaJOHBIO.

— C mounnoM!— mogapasua ero IleTbKa BIOJAr0J0Ca, XOTH
B AyIlle MO3aBUAOBAJ YAAYJIUBOCTH U JIOBKOCTU APYra.

— He opu!— npomentan CeHbKa, yKe ILEJUKOM 3aXBaydeH-
HBIH a3apTOM PEHIGAJKH.

— U Te1 He opu. Ilogymaeus, MaJdaBKy cXBaTHJI!— o6ugeJI-
ca Ilerbrka. Ho o0uaesnca Ha oHO MTHOBeHHUE, IIOTOMY YTO Cpasy
3ab6pii 000 BCeM: MeTpaxX B HATH OT HHUX II0 MEJIKOH Bojae He-
CIIEITHO IIPOLLJA OT IlepeKaTa CTas JOBOJBHO KPYIIHOM IJIOTBBI.
C ZOCTOMHCTBOM IIJIBIIH PHIGHL.

Bapyr Buepejn, marax B IATHAECATH OT pedAT, pasfalica TAXK-
KUl BCIJecK, OYATO OpPOCHJIM B BOAY OYJABIKUHY. TOJNBKO OUYEHbD
cuJpHaA pHIGAa — LIyKa WJIM CTAapblid s3b C YePHOU | CIIUHOH —
MorIJla Tak OMTh xBocToM. JIpyseil mopasujo TO, YTO BCILJIECK
JIOHECCHA He M3 OMYTa, a ¢ MEJKOro MeCTa, U3 THUHHI...

Bce mpeapemiaso yaauHyo JgoBJgo. Ho Ansg yzauum Hajmo ele
M IOCTapaThCsd.

— Haunem c¢ roit smrn,— npeanaoxua Ceubra. W ITerpka 1o-
¢aylIHoO momresa 3a HUM. OH cjblmiaj, Kak B ero TopGe, BHCeBIIEH
yepes IjeY0o Ha JAMKe, TpenmbIxaeTcs IepBad puibuHra. W aToT
TpemeT nepegaBajica emy. OH MeXJeHHO M 6e33ByYHO TAHYJ KOD-
suHy 10 BoJAe. CeHBKA 3aXOLHJ C IIPOTUBOIOJOMKHOM CTOPOHBI
sMKH. Boma y:xe Owblza pedAram 1o mosac. OKyHysmach u cpasy
crana Tsixeaee topba. Ho IleTpka 3HAJ, YTO 3TO JHUIIE HAYAJO,
qTO JaJjibllle OyAeT Tpy[Hee, HO BEIb HOIIA C TIOHMaHHON PHIOOH
He TAHET.

ITetpbka IOCTABMJ OI'YyMEHHYIO KOP3MHY Ha JHO pPeKH GoKoM
KaK pas mnepej UIHMPOKMM KYCTOM IJMHHOJWUCTON THHBI, HOIHU-
Malomieiicd U3 AMKH U CTEJIOLIEHCA TI0 IIOBEPXHOCTH BOJBI.
CeHpKa, C OCTPOroii B OXHOII pyKe M C KOP3UHOYKOH — B JIpPYroii,
BCTAJI Iarax B JAecATH nepex HuM. OH pacKMHYJA PYKH, OYATO
XoTeJ OGHATH KYCT THUHBI, M C [JIYXHM OyJbKAaHbEM ABUHYJICA HaA
orymMeHHyio. Pamom Oonran Horamu IleThka, HaBajasch TPYIBIO
11a KOP3HHHUILY, YTOOHI CILIIONINIACE OHA B 000/e, IIJIOTHee IIPUKa-
Jach KO JHY M OXBaThIBAJA CBOMM LIMPOKUM OTBEPCTHEM IMOGOJIbIIe
upocrpancrtBa. A CeHbKa yiKe 3aTAJKHBAJ B OTyMEHHYIO IIJOT-
HYI0 JHIIYYyI0 THHY, H IleThKa cablinaj, Kak 4yTh cojporaerca
JIHO KOP3HHBI OT KOPOTKMX TYNBIX TOJ4YKOB. Temeps HAaLo OBITH
HA4YeKy, 4TOObl phri0a He pa3BepHyJach M He BLICKOJIB3HYJIA Ha
BOJIIO.

Ilerpka MomHaATY:KUJICA M IIOCTABHJ OI'YMEHHYIO Ha IIOIA.

— Pano!— uyTs He co caesamu samtentaa CeHbKa.

— Tomuku Owninu. Yiger!— umtenran Ilerbka B ropauke, On
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yKe 3alyCTHJI B KOP3UHY DYKH H OCTODPOYKHO BEIBOJAKHUBAJ U3
Hee AJMUHHBIE IPAAM THHBI. B KOpsuHe TO u Jejo 4TO-TO GyJbKa-
JIO, II00JIECKMBAJIO.

— Ectp,— menran IleTeka, Apoxka oT HeTepneHnﬂ. 060 BCceM
3a61>111 u CeHbKa, CKJIOHUBIIMCH HAJ KOP3UHON,— TOIBLKO OBl IIO-
CKOpee yBuAeTb, 4TO TaM Ha JHe. OH ToMe ofeMMmu pyKamMu
BBIOMpaJ THHY, BOH3UB OCTPOr'Y B JHO U IIOBECHUB Ha HEe CROIO
KOpP3HHOYKY. Ho BApPYr HCIyraHHO AepPHYJCS, HMOAIPBLITHYJ H OT-
CKOYMJI B CTODOHY.

— TbI yero? — Benosomuica u IleToka.

Mensa kTo-TO... B HOry. Kak goaGamer! M cpasy npous,—
npepeiBucTo 3arosopuin CeHBKa, pasryiafblBasi BOAYy Iepefx Co-
6oi1.— Xopoio, ecau 3T0 peIouHA 6blja. A BApyr xKpbica!

On moxaHAN Haj BOJOH HOTY, ocMoTpen ee. HHKaKUX DPaH U
aame CHUHAKA Ha HOre He 6BLIO. |

— Ilomepemuiocek Te6Ge. He Tpyes, — mentan Ilerpra. — He-
JH I KpbIca Oblja, TaK OHA OoOJIbLIE TBOErO HCTYrajiack. A mo-
JKeT, KOpAra IabLIA...

Oxu BBIGpOCAaZIM 13 KOP3UHBLI MOYTH BCIO THHY, OTTAIUIH
OFyMEHHYIO HA MEJBYUHKY M TOJBKO TYT YBUAENHU, KaK T'yJIdIOT
H ObIOTCS y JHA TPU KPYyIHBIe DPHIGUHEI, [IBe Z006pBIe IIJIOTHUUEI -
KOPOTEeHbKUII, HO JIKUPHBIA, Kak Kapachk, HOABA30K. PHIGUHBI
OfAHA 3a Jpyroil OTHPAaBUJNCHL BHU3 TOJIOBAMU B OPE3EHTOBYIO
Top0y. Jlamka mHa IleThbKUHOM IIJieye IOAHATAHYJIACHL, 4 PHIGMHBI
yupyro 6unu ero B 60k. OcobeHno, HaBepHoe crapajica cujaad
MIOABA30K.

KpoxoTHOTo KOCTHCTOTO epLIMIIKY peb6ATa GpOCUIM B BOAY C
HAIIyTCTBMEM, YTOOBI POC M KJIOHYJI BOEpPEMS Ha YIOUYKY.

13

Iepseim aseit yBumer Censka. [{a oH U [OMKeH GBLT YBUAETH,
MHOTOMY 4YTO OGOTHAJI APYra, MBIXTEBIIEro I03aJi C OI'yMeHHOH
KOP3HHOH, KOTOpasA, YCIEeB HAMOKHYTH, HAaJWJACE CBHUHIOBOH’
TSKECTBIO.

OrpoMHBIEe $13U TOJIKJANWCH y IIPOTHBOIIOJNIOMKHOTO Oepera Ioj
HU3KO HABHUCIIUM KYCTOM WBHAKA. ¥ CeHBKH II0XO0JIOJEJIO B Ipy-
IH, OTYASIHHAA PEIIMMOCTh OXBaTuJa ero.

— Croga!— moutu 6e33ByYHO KPUKHYJ OH IleThbKe U IHBBID-
HYJI ocTpory B rymy crau, He yaepsraJjcsa u caMm — OpocHJIica IIOA
KyCT BCEM TeJIOM B pacyeTe NPWKATL KO AHY XOTh OJHOrO s3d.
B To ke BpeMsA OH HBITAJICA CBOEl KPOXOTHOM KODP3UHKOM 3a-
FOPOAUTE A3AM BBIXOJ M3-II0J KyCTa.

CeHBKa cpasy TOHSAJ, 4TO ILJIIOXHYJICA OH XKMBOTOM YiKe Ha
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IyCcTOE MECTO, TOJBKO PYKH B HJe YTONWUJ, Nepemasajcd. dAsu
yCIesnu pasJjieTeThCd, U B KOP3WHOYKY HH OAUH HE YTOAUJ.

Vapyuenublii CeHpKa MOJYA CUMHIAJK C KHUBOTA T'pasb, KOTAa
yeasimaJg, yro IleTbka ¢ KeM-To Gopercd. CeHbKa NOAHAJ TJasa
H yBUIEJ, KaK ero Apyr U3 IIOCJeZHUX CUJI CTapaeTcs yAepsKaThb
KOp3UHY He B Bofie, a Haj Bojgoil. IlerpKy Kauajio, OH HUKAK HE
mMor moGpaTecs Zo Gepera, a ' KopsUHA JAepraJjack B€ro pyKax,
B Heif OMJIOCH YUTO-TO JUBOE, CUJIBHOE,

Cenbka Bce IOHsAJA B oauH mur. ¥ cHactu cBou Gpocus. Baso-
€M OHHU BHIBOJIOKJHU KOpP3HHY CHadajla Ha KaMeHHCTBIH Iepekar,
e obpalas BHUMAHUA HA TO, YTO 37eCh OOJIBHO CTYIIATh IO JHY
6ockiMu Horamu. OHH y:Ke 3HaJM: B KOP3UHY 3aCKOYMJIA TaKasd
ppIGUHA, Kakoii UM JOoOBIBATH elje He yjxasajock. J[a U BUAHO
Oploo pHIOMHY: oOHaA MeTaJlach [0 KOp3WHE Kpyramu, CUJIBHO
yAapsaaachk TOJIOBOII O CTEHKU, OTYAAHHO IIOAIIPHIrMBAJIa BPOBEHD
¢ o0pyueM u Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aMupaJa, 4To0bl HayaTh BCE CHA-
vajsa. 1 BABOeM HempocTo GBLIO TANUIUTH KOP3UWHY € TaKoil XO-
Gbrueit.

9TO ObLJI OTPOMHBLIN YEPHOCIUHHLIH A3b U3 CTAU, OOHAPYKEH-
ioit Cenwbkoil. BuauMo, BORak — y»K TaKk HEIpaBIONogoCHO Be-
JUIK ¥ TOJICT OH Obli. 3 1 Ha Gepery moJro He jaBajcs pebaram
8B DYKHU, U TOJLKO CHJBHBIH yAap OCTPOTH B 3arPUBOK YCIOKOUJ
ero. YIs Kop3uHbI A3A BHIHUMAJK BABOEM, KOTJa OH yile COBCEM
saTux. ¥ ABOUM JepiKaTh ero ObLJIO TAMKEJIOBATO.

— Hy u uyzaumie zacko4ymiao!-— BOCXUINAJICHA, MOANPLICUBAS,
Cenpka.— A BeZp UX ObLIO HITYK IATHAAUATE. JfaBail eime 3ax0[
caenaeM. Tyr mecro Goraroe, pazoMm ¢ omyTom. M He Bce xe
#3U B OMYT ycIesu yapaTk. [lapouxa-gpyras rae-HUOyIs TYT ele
napaiiuTes ¢o crpaxy,— ropado yoexman CeHbKa.

— He crour,— Bospa:xax IleTbrka.— 3TU g3u He TJIyllee HAacC.
lleyero paccyuThIBATE Ha AYPHUKA, TOJLKO BpeMsa mnorepseMm. HMx,
IlyraHbIX-TO, TOKE HE BO3LMEIIIb,

— Tax u aroT ¢ ucuyry!

— JlBa paza nmoJApaj oAUHAKOBO He GbIBaeT!

— [Ha nocayurait tor Mensa! Beser mam ceropusa! ITpocro se-
ner! OTTOTO M BTOPOM pas MoMKeT Hoayuuthesa!— xpuyasa CeHbka
W TAHYJ Apyra K BOJe.

Iletpka chaica. Ouu BepHy/NCH Ha TpeskHee MecTto. Hemosro
A\aJM, IOKa yi#jger MyTHas BOJA, & 3aTeM IIOBTOPMJIM HOYTH
nee cBou MaHeBpBl. Ho mHudyero ne momaJsiock B KopsuHy. Mcues-
11 A34, CJOBHO WX U He ObLI0. TOJBKO Ha cepeAuHe IIPOMOHHBI
UPIIENNJCS K KOP3uHe cepblii pauwumika. J[o Toro om Obla Gec-
I1OMOILIeH, JIyIIorja3 U 3abaBeH, YTO pebsaTa IMOCMEAJNNCH U IIYCTH-
111 €r0 B BOAY, CYHYB HOCOM K TJIMHHCTOMY Gepery.

61



— Poii Tam cebe Hopy. Hupyitl— HanyrcreoBas ero CeHbKa.

Crnepymowmasa 3aBoAb OKa3aJach BOBCe HEYPOXKalHOH: BCEro-To
HebospNIAA IJIOTHYKA M IIECKaph IIOHAJHNCh, XOTh O€pH UX, XOThb
BBIOpacHBaii. BaAan nJd KoOIIex.

Ilerska M3My4UJICA CO CBoel OrymMeHHON M upejnoxun CeHb-
Ke IoMeHAThCA cHacraMu. Jla M JesaThk BTO IIOJArajoch, KOrZa
mponajana yaada. CeHbKa 0XOTHO COIVIACHJICH.

OH ures, IPMKUIMadg KOP3HHY KO IHY, M HOTOH 3arOHAN B Hee
peIGY u3-of KycToB UM U3 THHBEL Cropo moiimMas LIypeHKa -
HOI{ ¢ TOYMJIBHYIO JIONATKY JJd KOC.

A Tlerpka TeM BpeMeHEM, ITOBeCMB ToOpOy Ha NIPHUOPEHKHYIO
0JIbXY, OTALIX4J HA 4YEepHOM Kopdare, OrpOMHOM CTApoM IIHE, KO-
TOPEIH TOpYaJ U3 Gepera M BBHITATHBAJ B BOAY y3JioBaThle, 00J0-
MaHHBIe KOopHH. JlaBHO yiKe BhIlajia y IIHS CepAIEBUHA, OH CTal
IOX0X Ha IIapOBO3HYI0 TpyO0y, U B OCHOBAHHHU €ro UMeJIOCh
MHOJKECTBO OTBEDPCTUH M ITOABOJHBIX X070B, IleTbka ¢ MajBIX JIeT
3HAJI, YTO IMEHHO B TAKHX IIHAX U JI00MT XOopoHUThCA priba. Ho
ceifyac OH ycraj, H €My OBIJIO IIPOCTO IPUATHO ITOCHAETh Ha COJIH-
HeneKe HaJ caMmoii Bojoii. OH BOH3HJI OCTPOT'Yy B YHCTOE IIlecya-
HOe JHO, YXBATHJICH 34 Hee 00eMMH PYyKaMHU M 3aTUX, Pasragnbl-
Bafd, KaK OBICTPO BBICHIXAIOT HA HOrax KalleIbKHM DEYHOH BOJEL
OfHaKO 3TO 3aHATHE €My CKOpPO HaJ0eJ0, W OH IIpUHAJICA pas-
TIAABIBATE JHO — 5TO OBIJIO ropas3fo HHTEpPeCcHee...

W Bapyr ero mpgaMo OTOpPOIb B3AJMa: [MHO KOJBIXaJdoCch H
crpyunocb. «Heyskemu Bce sro prIGa?» — mogyman Iletska, 6o-
Achk BepuTh cebe. Ho oueHb CKOpPO IMOHAJ, YTO DTO JEeHCTBUTEJIbHO
pbifa — cTaJ0 IJIOTBBI, HEKPYHHOM, mpaBAa, HO BCE Ke BIIOJHE
noxxojaiieii, posHenskoil. Ho 10 dero ke mjaoTHoe ctafo!

IlnorBa rycro oOmennsana TENJbIl IIeHb, CKOJB3UJIA MEXR
KOpHeill CIJIOIIHOM Maccoif, 3alJjblBaja BHYTPE IHA M JEHHUBO
BHIIIJIBIBAJIa 06paTrHo. IleThbka molIeBeJHJ OCTPOroil, HaMepeBadcCh
VIApUTh €10 B TyIly craza. VI mjaoTBa Tak Ke IIOLIEBeJNHJIACH,
KayHyJach B CTOpPOHY Ha Bepurok. Ilernka 3amep, U IIJIOTBA yC-
IOKOMJIACh, BOBCE He HAMEepPeBasaACh YXOLUTH OT IIHA.

«OHa UpHUBBIKJIA K OCTpOre, NPHUBBHIKJIA K TOMY, 4YTO A Ha
nHe,— gorazanca Ilerska.— OHA ZOMKHA NPHUBHIKHYTH U KO MHE,
ecan g OyIy CTOATH PAAOM B BOLE».

OH MexnseHHO u OeClIyMHO OHYCTHJI HOM'HM B BOAY M CTaJ Ha
JIHO BILIOTHYIO ¢ mHeM. Il10TBa moHawasy ItapaxHyJjach B CTO-
POHY, HO CKOpPO YacTh CTajJa BepHyJach — TO JH 3TO OBLIN pas-
BEeIUMKH, TO JM IIPOCTO caMble CMeJble PBIOKH,— a 3a Heil IIo-
caegoBasio U Bee ctano. Ilerbra cinlmiaj Temepb, KaX IJIOTHIIH
3a/eBal0OT GOKaMHM ero HOTH, TRIYYTCHS B HUX. IIpHKOCHOBeHHUA 3TU
OBLIM HENPUATHBI, IIEKOTHBHI. XOTEJOCHh JePHYTH HOI'OM, BBICKO-
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YUTh M3 BOABI MJIM pasorHars raynyio pbioeumiky. Ho Ilerska
Ka)KJbIil pa3 IepecHJMBaJ ceba U CTOSJ KaK BKOIIAHHBIMH,

IlocTrenieHHO OH HadaJ HAKJOHATHCHA, THXO-TUXO OIYyCKas B
BOAY PYKM. IIpomIjio HeCKOJBKO MUHYT, IPEKAE 4YeM AOTAHYJICHA
OH MaJbLHAMM A0 KOPHEH IHA.

N Bor y:xe Haj BomoOil BUAHEETCA TOJBKO dYepHad IleTpKHUHa
rososa. W1 raaguT oH He Ha pEIOY, a Ha Oeper. BricmaTpusaer,
IMOX0XKe, TaKoe MECTEeYKO Ha JIYroBMHE, Kyjga B cJydYae yAaul
MOXKHO BBIOPACHIBATEL PHIOY.

A myoTBa y)Ke CKOJIb3UJA IO ero JaAOHAM, OCTaHABJIWBAJACh,
CcJIOBHO IpuHIOXUBadAck. Ho or IleThbKHMHBIX DPYK ceiiyac maxJso
TOJIBKO PbIOOI — THUHOM U DPBIGOIL.

EMy Huuero me cTomJO 3a'KaTh B JAJOHHU HEPBYIO IIJIOTHYKY.
Jdpyrad pyka HOYTH B TOT K€ MOMEHT IIpHKaJjia BTOPYIO PHIOUHY
Kk nHpo. IleTtbka MeJJaeHHO pacIpaAMHUJICA M INBBIPHYJ PBIGOK HA
6eper. Ilpocaeaus B3rAgAOM, He yAacTcA JM UM, NOAIPHIFUBAM,
yIIacTh C JYTFOBUHBI B BOAY. ¥0eauJcsd, YTO CAeJaTh 3TO PHIOKAM
6yzer He IO cuUJIaM, M CHOBA IIOTPY3UJ DYKU B BOAY.

JloBuTs pBIOY TAKHM CIOCOG0OM YMeJHM B [AepeBHe MHOTHE.
HazeiBasocs 9TO—«IyHaTh» IJIOTBY. EIfe MOMKHO 6BLJIO «IIY-
11aTh» B HOpPaX CKOJB3KHX HAJHUMOB I KJICIIHACTHIX PAaKOB.

Ilerpka BBIGpPOCHJ Ha Oeper cemMHajlaTs pbi6. Bce BpeMs B
yMe CYHTaJ WX U Jep:KajJ B IaMATH, 4YTOOGBI IIOTOM JOJIOMHUTH
Cenrnke. U ellle XOoTen «IOLIymaTh» Ha CYACTIMBOM MeCTe, HO
cTajfo, BUAUMO, 3aMeTHB yObLLIb, 3aMeTasock. Ilerbke mokasasocs
Jladke, 4TO pBHIOBI B NAaHHUKE 4dYTO-TO KpHYaT JApPYyr Apyry. Bces
IoTea pasberxasiack OT IHA J0 €IHHOIM.

Yro kK, Tak u JA0KHO ObITh. M IleThKe mopa 4YecTh 3HATE.
A Kak IIpUATHO HAHUBBIBATH HA OJNBXOBBIM, OUUILIEHHBIH OT KOPH!
IIPYTHUK-KYKaH 3Ty A06bIYy! YBecHUCTBIM KyKaH moayuuiacd. C ra-
KM ¥ BAOJL JEPEeBHM NPOMTH HE CTBHIAHO. A Beab €CTH eIlle U
ropba ¢ A3eM-rpoMuUJIoit!

.. AM HerepoaTHO Besso. Topby yxe HEBO3ZMOMKHO OBIJIO HO-
cuTh Ha Iyede. Ee knanu Ha Geper m Gexkanu K Hell BCAKUIL pas,
KAK TOJBKO Iomajajiach HOBadg pHIGUHA...

IOpysba Beibpanuck Ha Oeper, ob6coxuu. COeraju 3a OCTaB-
'"0HHOM BOBJIe oMyTa ofexpoil. CeMbka ycejcda OTABIXATh M CTO-
POKUTE peiby, a IleThka mobeskas B AepeBHIO 3a IIOAMOrOM.

OH ocTaHOBMJICA BO3Jie JoMa mnorudumero zaau Muxauna u
peIUA TocTydaTh. 3ameis. Bea cembss 6bl1a B cbope. I'pycrHas
re1da JIlyHA KOpMMJIa CBOMX Aodepei, VAUBUTENILHO IMOXO0XKUX OJHA
nn JIpyryio — Bce GesnoOpbiceHbKME, KPYILJIOJHIbIE, B BEeCHYMIKAX,
MAJT MaJla MeHbIe, KaK JePeBAHHBIE DACIHCHBIE MATPEUIKH, U
CHAAT PAIKOM.

63



— Tera Hyusa, ornyctun Jiuaky pwniby Hocutb. CerogHa xo-
pomro sosuTcA. Ham y:k Hamoemo TopOy Tackatb. MBI u eit na-
muMm poi6el,— 3aropopuia IleTeka u cpasy yBuHzes, KaK pPaJOCTHO
BCOBIXHYJIN roay0ble JIMAKUHEI rjasa.

— Yero xe... IIycrs nomosxkeT. TOMBKO He yTONHUTE MHE JIEB-
Ky,— cKasaja Tersas Jyxsa.— OHa Bensn y Hac crapiuyxa: u pa-
6oTHUIIA, M HAHBKA. Deperure Tam ee.
© — Kaxoe yronum!— sacmesncsa ITerpka.— MbI yiKe y caMo#
nepesuu. Hegosro ocranocs.

JInarka mepecrasa ecTh, 00u3asia JIOMKKY M BOIPOCHUTENBHO
IJIFHYJa Ha MaTh. Ta paspemmia eit uatu. W Jlugxa selckounia
HU3-3a cTOJia. XOTH U TOHKOBATHL ¥ Hee HOr'M, a ObICTDHIE.

Ha xpouasie ITerbKa cnoxBaTuicad W Ha MUHYTY 3aJyMaJjicd.
ToOCKAMBO €My CTaJ0 IIOCJe BCTPEeYH € 3ITUMH OCHUPOTEBIINMH
JBOIOPOJHBIMM CecTpaMH. BeIb Terepb OHH Ha BCIO KU3HB 63
orua. MoxeT, U ero MjaeT Takad Ke cyAbOuHa?.. X0OTEJIO0CHh IIOCO-
UYBCTBOBAaTh, IOMOYDL JEBUYOHKAM, M TIPYCTHYIO TeTio JlyHIO uem-
Hubyap nopagosarb. OH noxberxas K MOPOTrY, HPHOTKDPLIJI ABEphL U
MOMAaHKJ TETKY IajblleM, CJIOBHO IpUrialllasg ee s CEKPETHOIO
pasropopa. Ters [lyHs nojomijia K HeMY, HAKJOHUJIACH, JIULO ¥
Hee CTAJIO TPEBOSKHBIM.

— K Bam Ham ZeAyuika »KuUTh nepexogur. UToGwel BeCh €ro
3apaGoTOK B Ballly ceMblo mes. ¥ mo xo3daiicTBy OH HOMOXKET,—
samenTtana IleTbKa.

Terrka yHa pesko BHIOpAMUJIach. Ha JHlle ee OTPa3suUioch He
TO M3yMJIEHHE, He TO pPaJlocTh, He TO boJsb. IleThbka yBuUAeN, Kak
OpPBIBHYJIM K3 TETKMHBLIX IJas CJes3bl. JTOT'0 CTEPIETh OH yiKe HE
MoOT, ellfe 60JIBINE HCIOPTHJIOCH ¥ HEro HACTPOCHHE, H OH MYCTHJ-
cd IOTOHATH JIUIKY.

Xomure npu JIuaKe roJsiiioM, XoTa ObI U B peKe, He IIOJIA-
rajgock. Orroro pe6saTa oOMOTamu ceGA ¢ HOACHUILI J0 KOJEH
rycToii THHOM M HOBeJU HACTYILJIEHHE HA CJIeIYIOLIYI0 3aBOMAb.
JIugka cBAsasa uUX OIEMKOHKY B Y3€JOK M HOCHJA €ro BMecCTe
¢ TopbOoii. OHa BCe BpeMsA Crapajiack HailiTi Ha Oepery Takoe
MECTeuYKO, 4TO0bl BUAEThL pPebaT M YTOOLI OHM e€e BUJAEJH U MOTLJH
IOGPOCUTE 0 Hee MOoMaHHBIX pPEI6. A prifa Bce MOHAAanach.

ITeperim nsHemor IleTska.

— Xparutr. Moun metr. Jla u XpaTb XO4UeTCS HAO CMEPTH,—
3aABUJ OH U II0Jles B TJIYOMHKY HCKYIaThCA, CMBITB C cebsd
JUNKYIO THHY.

~— Hy u a mocineauuii pasok,— cormacuica CeHbKa 1 HolIen
BIOJb PEKH.

Ilepen mum paccrunasoch Iejoe HoJie HU3KOPOCJIOH, HO IpoY-
HOII ¥ TYyCTOi GJeqHO-3€JIeHOH THUHBI C OKPYIJMBLIMH TaKoro
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e 1eeTa sucTtouxkamu., Camad Hacroduiasd IMyuybs THHA. B BOZE
OHa IIOCTOAHHO KOJIBINIETCH, a4 Ha OLICTPUHKE TAHETCHA BCJEN 34 BO-
Joit, ppoxut. IlpoiiTi Mo Tako¥l THHE PAAOM CO IIYKOH U He 3a-
METUTH €e — Iapa IIYCTAKOB.

CeHBKa IIeJ, HM 0 YeM He AyMas ¢ YCTaTKY M HHM HA YTO 0C060
He Hajedchb. KOP3MHOUYKA €r0 CKOJb3MJA MOBEPX THHBI, ¥ TPYLHO
OLIJIO PACCYUTHIBATE, UTO B Hee IomajgercAd Kakas-To phiba.

Hesnaneke sarororas, aypadack B Bojge, Ilerska. M Cenbra
cpasy YBH[EJ, YTO CILIONIHOH KOBEP THMHEI Iepej, HUM HeeCcTecT-
BEHHO 3aKOJBIXaJiCd, CJOBHO WLIYPYOT B TuHe xKojoM. CeHbka
8HAJI, YTO 9TO TaKOe, W TOTYAC NOrpYy3uJ KOPSHHKY B BOoAY. B Tor
K€ MOMEHT B JHO KOP3MHKH YTO-TO CHUJBHO yJapuJjo, U OHa eljBa
He BBIJIETEJIA M3 ero pyK. CeHBKa yzepskas ee, YCIIeJ jaxe IIOJ-
HATH U3 BOABI H IIPUWIKATH o6pydem K rpyau. U remepk oHA Xo-
puna xoxyHoM. CeHbKa HOHSJ, YTO €My IIOIayachk INyKa, IIpH-
YeM He MaJleHbKasd, M OH, BBICOKO BHIOpAachIBasi HOTM HAJ, BOJOH,
TIOoCIeninJ K Oepery.

Kopsunry ou 6pocus y:xe Ha Jyry. M3 Hee TyT Ke, Kak
pasBepHyBUIagcd IIPYKHMHA, BLLJIeTeNa NATHHUCTAS, IIOL IIBET TH-
BBl myka. OHa IMPOKO paseBasia IacTh, NOKAa3bIBAas AJUHHBIE U
4YacThle, 3aTHYThie BOBHYTDPh 3y0bl, M IIOAIPBIIHBAJIa IIOYTH BPO-
Bes ¢ CeHBKUHOM roJI0BOIi, a ymaB, CIIOKOMHO JieKaJja Ha Tpase,
pasjiyBas pajyKHble »KaOpbl M CYAOPOKHO TJoTasd BO3AyX. [Ja-
3a y Hee Oblinu smaroiue. ¥ mpuniinock YKy, He MeNIKasi, yCIIO-
KOUTH OCTPOTOi. .

Terepr yJa0B CTaj TaKHM, YTO JKEJATH OOJIBIIEro OBLIO YIK
Kak-To ¥ Hexopoimo. CuacTiuBhle M ycCTajble, pedATa O/ENNCH,
paccenich Ha TpaBe, BHOBH IIEPEXKUBAS CAMbBIE OCTPbie MOMEHTHI
peibanku. Ho ocTraBasiocs ellle OZHO BeCcbMa BasKHOE JeJO: DBIOY
Hago OBLJIO IO CIIPABSAJMBOCTH PA3AEJIUTH.

Bospmyo myxky — B moJiTopa miara AJHHOM — oTAaan CeHsb-
Ke, YepHOCIHMHHOro s34 — lletpke (Bce BepHO: OHM M TNoiiMaiu
DTHX pLIO HE BMecTe, a B OAMHOUYKY), JIMZKe — IypeHKa, IIOTOMY
'TO U HOCHUJBIMUK JOJKEH HUMETh XOTdA Obl OIHY HPUJIUYHYIO
pe16uny. IlroTui gemurts ObLIO Jerde. X pasyoKuam Ha TpaBe
I TAKOM TIOPAJKEe: CHAYaJa — CaMBbIX /AJUHHBIX U YRECHCTHIX,
il HUMH — CPeJHEHBLKIX, a JAaJipllle — YTO OCTaJIOCh. Bpasu Tax:
neppyo IleThka, IIOTOMY YTO OH IPHINEJ C OTYMEHHOH KOp3H-
1noit, Bropyio — CennsKa, Tperbio — Jingxa. Koneuwo, Jluake xo-
crapajiach caMas MaJIeHbKAas M3 KasKABIX TPeX, HO Tak Y& GBLIO
INBEJEHO: HOCHJBIIUKY TO, YTO OMEJbYIE,

Bcero pribun oxasasioch ceMbAecAaT AeBATh. Ilersrke u CeHbKe
JAOCTANOCh TO ABaANATH INECTH MITYK, a JIMJZKe — ABAALATDL CEMb,
MOTOMY YTO HOCJEAHASA PBIOMHA TOXe I10J1aTaJiach HOCHJBLILUKY.
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U Bce szaxonumsocs mupoM. Ilpapaa, CeHbKa HEMHOKKO ITOCHO-
puJ u3-3a TOro, 4ro JIujgKe AOCTAJIOCH MHOTO PHIOBI: Ha TPOHUX,
IOKa3blBaJ OH, HAJAO JEJUTH TOJBKO TO, 4TO mnoiMaau npu Jlua-
kKe. Ho ITetpka BO3pasui, cKkasas, 4yro JlujKa rtackaJja u Ty phIGy,
KOTOpYIO OHHM moiMaau A0 Hee. CeHpKa 3aayMaica u Ooibnie
BO3paKaTh He CTaJ.

JloMoit mau 4epes BCIO JAepeBHI0. OryMeHHYI0O KOP3UHY IpoO-
TKHYJH y 06pydYa' pPaTOBMILEM OCTPOTM M HECJ)IH, IIOJIOMKUB €ro
KOHULI Ha Ineud. lllarasaum BpasBaJouKy, moAarudéas HOTH, CJIOBHO
HECJH HEeIOMEPHYIO TAKECTb.

A TI0 AepeBHe yie pasHeccsA CIYX TIpO HeoOBIYafHO yAadHBIT
JoB. PebAaT ocTaHABAMBAJM, IIPOCUJM NOKA3aTh CAMBIX OOJBIINX
pui6uH. M X0Ta KEHIMUHB BCIOMHHAJH, YTO A0 BOMHEI UX MYKbA,
6p1BasI0, BELIABAKBAJY IIYK M mMOGOJBIIEe, BCe DPaBHO pebAaT XBa-
JUNIH Ha KakAoM mary. CaMBIX COJMAHBIX DPBIOHH B3BEMIUBAJIN
Ha Geamene. M okazanoch, yro CeHbKHHA IIyKa NOTAHYyJNa YeTHI-
pe ¢ TOJOBUHOI Kujnorpamma, a IleTbkuH s3b — OoJbllie Tpex.

Pebara Hauyucro 3a6BlaM, 4YTO COOMpAJUChL YTAWUTH YacTh YJO-
Ba, a BCIOMHMJIM 06 3TOM TOJBKO TOrfa, KOTAa B KaMOoil usbe
yiKe 3HAJHU, KTO CKOJBKO NpHHEC, a phIfa Oblya BHIYWINEHA H
NOCTaBJIEHA XO03AHKaMH B XOJIOJOK.

TloyxuHas, IleTbKa BBINIEJ Ha KPHLIBIO, IPHCE] — TAK KOrJAa-
TOo cuykuBaJ 3fech ero oreil. Ilogmomren Kosbka H, OriadieBIINCE,
TaliKOM TOKasaJy 6paTy JHCTOK Oymaru, Ha KOTOPOM BHIHEJIHCH
KPYIIHBI€ KOPHYHEBble OYKBBI K KaKHe-TO KapUKaTypH.

— Tu MuHOro Geraems Besfge. Ha rTakue OyMa)XKU He HaThl-
KaJca? — THXO CIPOCHJ OH.

— Her,— ygectHo npusHajuca Ilerbka.— A yro?

— 9to0 damuctckue mucroBku. C camosera cGpomensl. Eci
Haliflellb TaKyIO — He YMTall, a HecH npamMo Ko mue. Ilonan?

— TIlousn.

N He ycnen IleTbka 1IpoYecTh Ha JHMCTOBKe U CJIOBA, KaK
crapuinii 6paT mojsKer ee CIUYKoil. BricTpo npoGexxas nmo Kopud-
HeBOIl GyMa)XKe OrOHEK, B HOC YAApWUJ HE3HAKOMBINi U Hempuar
Heli 3amax. M Kosapka 3aronTaJ KyCOYKH YEpHOro Iemja B
3eMJIIO.

— Moauu o6 3ToM,— ckazaJ OH U ymnies B u3by.

IleTrka cHOBa 3agymMmaJca o BOitHe, 06 OTIile, 0 TOM, YTO KJAT
Ba JaKa, a AJI UCIIOJHEHUS ee IIOYTH HHUUYEro He jJejaerca. Pa-
IOCTh OT HeoOBIYAHHO yAauHOM phIOaJKK NMOTYycKHexa. [la u yemy
pafoBATLCA, €CJM BCA €ro JOJd moIajia B PYKH MaTepH — caM I
BBIJIOKUJI, IIOXBAJIUTBCA 3aXores.. OcraBajoch TOJBKO DPYTHYT:
cebda ¥ UATH CRATH.
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Poibanka fana o cebe 3uaTh: IleTbKa yjerca B XJIafilOBKe HA
CYHAYK M eMy IOKAa3ajloch, YTO He IPOILJO0 M MHHYTHI, a MAaTh
Ve Geper ero 3a pykry, Oyaur. OH He cpasy coofpasui, 4To yKe
YTpo, 1 He paHHee,.

' — Bcragaii, npocTHCh ¢ AeAYUIKOH,— THXO CKa3aja MAaTb.

{lerska mpocHysacs 6oapbiM. OH HHCKOJBKO He B3BOJHOBAJICSH,
HpoCTO €My OBLJIO HHTEPEeCHO, YTO 3TO OyZeT 3a NpollaHue,

- Ilo-mpasgHUYHOMY OAETHIH Jeld CTOAN NOCpefH IepefHeH KOM-
HaThl. ¥ 1opora JexaJ y3eJs, PAZOM — ALIUK C HUHCTPYMEHTAMH.
Kospka cuzes Ha JaBKe, JUUO y Hero ObIJIO CIIOKOHHOE. A MaTh
cyeTunaach, coompana roctuHubl IIeTBKHHBIM HABOIOPOAHBIM CECT-
pam.

— Tebe, MaTh, g BCe CKa3aJj,— TOPYKECTBEHHO 3aTrOBOPUI
dea.— Eme ckaxy Huxonaro. Yacrs MHCTPYMEHTOB s OCTABUJ
rebe, Huronait. OHu He XysKe TeXx, 4uTo Gepy ¢ co6oit. Paborars
Thl C HHMHM MOKelllb, HO Oeperu HX. 3aTymUTCS YTO — TYT IKe
U IIOJHATOYH, IIYCTh YCTaJ, IIYCThH HEKOrZa, a Thl He OTKJaAbIBail
3TOro JeJsla, HHA4Ye — 3allyCTHHIb... U emre — gom Oepern. 0-xo-xo!
Jom TE1 Mot MuasIH! CBOHMM, STUMH BOT PyKaMu,—JAej], BEITAHYJI
BlIepeJ TeMHBIE, CO CKPIOYEeHHBIMHM MajJbllaMH PYKH, OIJiad-
JeJsl UX,— STHMH BOT PYKAMH BaJIMJI S OoTOOPHBIE JepeBa, BEIMEPH-
BaJjl GpeBHa, yrjbsl PyOMJ, MOJAHHMAJ CTPONMJIA, KPHINY HAaBOAUI,
KOHBKa Ha OXJymneHb cTaBuj. Kaxjaas-To AepeBdaiiedKa B 3TOM
AoMe cpaforaHa, KaXIblii rBo3Jb 3a0UT BCe ITHMHU Ke PYKAMH.
H noxous, oGorpeBas Thl MeHA, MUJBIH JOM, IIOJ CBOEH KpBIIIEH
YyTh HE COPOK JIeT. A Temeps y» NPOCTH MeEHA, AOM, IIOKHIAI0
1 Te6A, MOMKET, U HaCOBCEM.

Hen moepuyiacsa x IeToke:

— M 1eGe, Iletp, 7 MHOTO Yero rosopui. Ho moka He moiimy,
6yxer u3 Te6a ToAK MAM Her. To THI Ha UYejOBeKa, HA XO3IHHA
1I0X0, a TO U Ha BepTonpaxa, OfHUM CJHOBOM — Ha Jypakxa.

— [Hla He pyrait THI ero, TATHA, B NOCJAEAHHH-TO pa3, IIPOCTHU-
TeCh M0-XOPOIIEMY,— BCTPEBOKEHHO 3aroBOPHUJIA MATh.

— Caezu sa 6patom, Huxosait. Halinu eMy Zesi0o HMOTSKeNb-
we, yrobbl HeKoraa OBIJIO OT JOMAa-TO B3NACUBATE,— CTPOTO Ha-
NyTCTBOBaX Jel.— A Tenepb — npouiaire. He nmoMmunaiite auxom,
¢CJIM U CYPORB OblJ Korza... Ber nmpoxusere...

Jdex HUBKO NOKJOHMJCA B IEPEAHHH Yroja, BHITAHYJCSA BO
WeCch POCT, pacmpaBHJI TPYAh M YHHHO Mollej K 1opory. Koipka
AOI'HAJ €ro, MOAXBATHJ THAXKEJbIH AIUK ¢ HHCTpyMeHTaMu. MaTs,
poNAS cHne3bl, MOCIEHIHO 3aBA3LIBAJIA Y3EJIOK C TOCTHHIAMH, I
HeTbka sameTns, Kak oHa HOJOXHJAA TyAa GOMBUIYINMIE MUpOT —
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peI6HUK. «HaBepHoe, ¢ sA3eM»,— YYBCTBYHA MNOJCTyNaOUIyI0 O6H-
1y, IoAyMaJj OH.

MaTe HaKoHel[ CIPABUJACHL ¢ Y3€JKOM I IIOCHelIuJia JOro-
HaTe MyxuuH, Ilerbka TOMe BBICKOYMJI HA YJAUINY, IOTJIAREN
BCEM MM TPOUM BCJIeJ, HO IIPOBOXKATH Jejla He TomieJ: CepAusCcHa
3a «Jypakxa».

A rae Ceunka? B sayiare ero mer. TleThKka sarasnya 3a CeHs-
KUHO KpbiabpLo. TouHO, HEeT M TAYKU, 3HAYUT, B JIEC YKATUJI CIO-
3apaHKy cTapaTelb, 3a jAposumukamu. Hy u ynpamas ske Harypa!
A ToJleHHHIIa Y HEro yKe IOJXOASAINAS, TAKOH Ha IOJI3UMEBI XBa-
TUT.

B 570 Bpems Ha yaulle nokasaaucb Kosabka u marts, Hospka
BeJI ee IOA PYKY, a OHA IJIaKajia, CKJOHHB TIOJIOBY K yTUpad
cje3pl KOHIIAMU ILIaTKa. IleTbKa OTBepHYJICH, €My CTaJi0 COBCEM
ILJI0XO.

— Baiau,— KopoTko Opocus emy KosbKa M KUBHYJ T'OJIOBOIT
Ha KpeLablto. He mocayurarbesa 6bl1o Henb3ss, u IleTbKa IIOHYpPO
Tonres 3a CTaplINMU. ’

Marts pelzaja, YPOHHUB IoJIOBY Ha ctoj. KosbKka HeyMeJo yxa-
SKMBaJ 3a Hel: IpeAjaraJ IIONUTH BOJABI, I'JIAJUJ IO BOJOCAM.
U mate ckopo yruxna. A Ilerbka cupzen y mopora u riasjesa B
apyroit yrosa. HUKTO Ha Hero Bpoje BHHMaHUA He ofbpalliaj, 3a-
yem u 3Bayn? M BooOme emy Jayulie GblIO GbI yOesKaTh cpasy
B BBITOPOJKY, YTOOBI HE BUJETH DTUX CIEH CO cJe3aMH, He AaBUJa
6Bl TOrZAa AYLIY TaKasd TIKeCTh, KakK ceiuac.

«A Bapyr uto ¢ otuoM!»— mponsuia IlerbKy cTpalrHas
mblcnb. OH BO Bce rijas3a ycraBuica Ha crapuiux: Kosapka 6bLaI
COBEpIIEHHO CIIOKO€H, 3HAYUT, OT OTIla HeT IIJIOXUX BecTel, a
MaTh M3-3a Jela TaK paccTpounJach.

Konbka, caBuHyB OpoBM, cuies Ha JaBKe. A rojopa MmaTtepu
BCe eille Ha CTOJe, ILIeYyd y Hee Bajgparupaju. Hy uro Tyr Je-
aare Iletbke? Jlyumie Gnl B 3eMJasHKe cuiers. Ho TamM Beab
3aMOK, a KJmoda HeT. Bupouem, Iferbka 3Haer, rfie JISKUT KJIOY.
Ha xyxoHHO#i moJke, B camMom yroake. Caesath JBa Ilrara BJe-
BO, IIPOTSAHYTH PYKY, IOMIADUTH — XM BOT OH, KUY, Hojbka ¢
MaTepbl0 U He 3aMeTAT HUYero, UM ceifyac He [0 5TOro, ja u
KJI0Y B XO03dlcrBe GoJblire He IPUTOAUTCA, Bedh 3aMKa-TO HeT.

ITeTpsKa BCTaJ M NOTAHYJICA PYKOH K TOJKe, HO BAPYr yBH-
nes, uro KoJBKa XOJOAHO M NOHUMAIOUIE TIAZUT IIPAMO €My
B JIMI0, IIEPEBOAUT BarJAA Ha PYKY, Ha yroJ HOJKH... ¥ IleTeru
1o cnuHe zaberasy MypallKM, IPULIIIOCH OIYCTUTH DYKY U cle-
JaTh BUJM, UTO IOTSHYJICA OH IIPOCTO TaK, AJS PAa3MHHKU.

— Wxu ciona,— crkazay KoiapKa BIIONHEe OOBIZEHHO.

IleTpka mojolIes MOYTH BIJOTHYIO K HEMY.
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— C ceroguamuero aua 0yelb XOJUTh Ha paboTy co MHOM
Wi ¢ MaMmoil,— Kak 00 OKOHYATeJNBHO pPeUIeHHOM CcKasaja
Konbka.

— A KTO mpoTuB,— cyMpauHo oTBetrusn IleThbKa,— XOTH yII-
pekaTk He Oyzere. ToOJBKO, Belb CKOJBKO ObI A HM paboTajy, MHE
BCE PABHO BIOJIOBHHY MEHBIIE€ TPYAOAHeH 3aIMIIyT, 4eM COREp-
HIEHHOJIETHUM.

— A 71ebe Gosbiiie Beex Hazo? — ockaabunaca Koapxa. U He-
TMOHATHO OBIJIO, TO JHU HacMeXaeTcs OH, TO JHU BTalile oJ0oOpAeT
opara. ’

— Koueuno! Paborath — Tak paboraTh, ¥ IOJydYaTh 3a pa-
6oty mo-uecTHOMY,— IHocMmeJiee zaasua IleTbKa.— A TO Kpyrom
HeCIIpaBeJJIMBOCTh. 1 BOH BUepa KaKoOro fAsullia IoiiMaJt, a rie
ou? W monpoGoBaTe He Ipujercda, yHecau. A Mbl ke ¢ CeHBKOiX
Leayio ropy peiboer JIugke masd.

MarTs BAPYr ONATH 3apblAaia.

— Hy u xazed u usbayoBaH TH y Hac, MJaajmIeHbKUii!-—
BosmyTuica KoJabKa, cBepKaA TeMHBIMH riasuinaMu.— Tameno ¢
T000it, OpaTell.

IleTska ymMonK, rioTasa ciesbl. 3HAJ, uTo ¢ KoabKoii pyrarsca
OaCHO, MOJKHO U OIJIeyXy cebe cxigomorarsh. Ho eme obupuee
66110 nepeHocuTh KoabkuHo npespeHue. Crapuimit 6paT mMor Bo-
o0LIe He Pa3roBapuBaTh ¢ HUM, CJOBHO U He Kui B gome IleTpka.
Bripanu Takume AHM, U AHel ropire 3Tux IleThbKa He HOMHILI,

— [MHa Bean THI 3Haellb, YTO A MOry u OyAy paborarh, BeAb
HE OTKAa3BhIBAIOCh,— KAK MOMKHO MUPOJIOGHBEE, CJIOBHO YMOJIAJ
O6pata cMmaryuTtbed, nporosopuit Iletska.— Ho s, KoweuHO, Bcex
nociaabee B Jome, HA MeHA MOMKHO OPAThb... :

— Onares Bpegunuaeirs! XBaTUT epPIIATHCH!— IPHUKPUKHYJI
Konska, HO yiKe He CTOJIb CEPAUTO.

MarTe pacupaMuIachk 32 CTOJIOM, IJIasa ee HCCTYIJIEHHO TOPEN.

— HW mos BuHA, BHAHO, €CTh,— IJAYYILUM TI'0JIOCOM I'DOMKO
3aroBOpuJa OHa,— BHAHO, B MeHa ypoauiucda Ilerp. U a sxkagHad.
He xoTesockr MHe, 4TOGHI JeAyIIKA YXOAUJI. YK TAK HE XOTEJIOCH!
OrroBapuBaja 4 ero. A oH JoGPOTY CBOIO IIOHEC CHUPOTAM...

— Ilepecrann, mama. He B cebGe ThI, He Zeao IOBODMIIE, Aa
cllle IPU HeM,— 3aTOPONMJICA YCIOKOouTh ee Koipka.

Marts Bexaunayna. U BOpyr BCKOYMIIA M, B3TJIAHYB KIyde Ha
llersKy, 3aKpHUYajia CTApIIEMY ChLIHY :

— Brlgepu sroro creprena! Bumis, oH f£34 cBoero sxaJeet!
A ero KTo Kopmutr? Tex oH He xajneer! PaHbinme B TaKHe-TO TOJbI
ITAPHH JaBHO YK peMecJy BHIyUMBaauCh. ¥I macrepa ApajH Ta-
KI[X-TO, 3a BOJOCHI TacKaJjH.. M TosK BRIXOAUJ. BElZepu ero,
Koxpka. Mosker, XOTs TOrga moiimMer, My4YuTesb...
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Mars CcHOBa yIaJja TOJIOBOIl Ha CTOJI, ILJIEUH €e 3aTPACIUCSH.

— Beiiau!— ckBo3p 3y6nl npoueaun HKoabka, yHHMadA
Iposb B pykKax.— M cuxu B 3ayJske, MoxKa Te6A He INO3OBYT.

IleTbka CIIMHOM OTKPBIN ABEepPh, BhImea. Horu oTsaxenenu M
njaoxo caymanauck ero. Hago 61 y6esxaTh mojanblme B 3aropoay,
a He 6emxasoch. IleThKa OCTAHOBMJICS BO3Jjie mITabeas AOCOK, IO-
cTosAJ, waTaAch, NMoToM 3abuica 3a mralensb, CBHEXUICA, NPH-
Tux. Ciesnl TeKJU caMu coGoif.

Crpaxa He Obljo. Buina o6uzna. Hecrepnumasa. Hukak He Mor
OH IIOHATH, KTO ke IpaB. Kasajsochk, YTO ero OGBHHAIOT HecIpa-
pegnuso., U yxe cronbko pas! Hey:xenu Beerga Tar 6ymer? A Bce
MoroMy, 4TO He ybexasa OH Ha GPOHT cpasy Iocje TOro, Kak
npumia Takad Mmblcab. He sameps Ob1 u Oe3 MOJHON aMYHHIUH,
u 6e3 xapueil 6bI ¢ roIOAy He yMep. A Temepb Bpode M 0ekaTh
HeTy CHJI, Korja B JOMé Takas 3aBapyXa...

OH BCXJMIIHYJI, elle BCXJHIHYJ moTuize. Bzpoxuya.. M Tyt
COH cMopui ero. 1 HHuero emy He CHHMJIOCH...

Konpka He cpasy Hauuen 6pata. Pasbyauua. Ileteka aepHysicsa
HCIyraHHO, He ITOHUMAas, IoYeMy OH TyT. BaBa IOAHAJNCH, €ro
HOKa4uBaJjio.

CoObITUA CETOAHMSIIHNEr0 yTpa BCIOMHHAJHCH IMOCTEIIEHHO.
BcrmoMHu0Ch ¥ TO, YTO MATh BejeAa BhiApaTh ero. Ho Gespas-
JUYHO ceifyac Bce Gbl0 IleThKe: nycrh O6bIOT, €CJHM UM TaK Hpa-
BUTCA, €CJH OH TaKOMH IJIOXOIl.

On ragsHysa Ha 6paTa HOAEepPHYTHIMM Bjaroil raasamu. Koasku-
Ha ¢uUrypa paclblBajach Nepe] HUM HEACHBIM TeMHBIM NATHOM,
NOXO0KHM Ha KYCT Bepeca.

— V¥V Teba He Temmeparypa Ju?-— yCJBIIIAN OH rojoc 0parta,
CJOBHO OBl M3AajM, M IOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK npoxaazHas Koapku-
Ha JaJOHb Jerja eMy Ha Jo0.

— Henaguo uro-tro ¢ ToGoii. Mapa aa peibanka. [la Ges obe-
da... TyT ¥ ygap HOJYYHTh HEMYAPEHO.

Konprun rosoc asydaa Bce 6JHiKe, 3BydYaJs YCIOKaHWBalolle,
mupoaoouso. Y Ilerska, MOYYBCTBOBAB, KaK HOAKAIIMBAIOTCA ¥
Hero HOrH, IOBAJHJICA HA PYKH GpaTa.

Jdoma ero ymosxunam B ropHune. Marb, BCTpEBOMXEHHO oXxad,
6BicTpO 1 OecLIYMHO JBUrajach mo KomHataMm. Koiaska cuiesa Ha
JIaBKe, IJIAAeJ B OKHO. A MaTh Ha XOAY IPUrOBapHBaja:

— V& BB HmpocTuTE MeEHA, chiHOYKu. HMazepranace sa. Hu-
BHUTe JApY»HO. BeeM Hano ApPyXRHO KUTh, oMoraTsb. Beex-ro mac
3Ta HeCcUaCTHafd BOMHA AOHHMAaeT. A PYK ONyCKaTh HeJdb3fA. Bam
ellle XUTh Ja KUTh. YMa HaOupaiiTech, a He 3J00bI Ja Kaj-
HOCTI.

KM Takoit mckpeHHwuii, JacKOBBIH, IPUBBIYHBIH roJIOC ObLI Yy
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MaTepH, YTO C KAaKALIM ee cJoBOM IleThka YCIIOKAUBAJICA U YYB-
cTBOBaJ cebsa Goapee. OH yiK JaBHO He BCXJAHMNEIBaJ., Temeps OH
CJABIIIAJ, KAK IPEXHAS CHJIA BJIMBACTCS B DYKH M HOI'M, Kag
SICHeeT roJioBa.

OH noJyexas emje HeMHOro M, CKMHYB ¢ ceGsa onesyno, COCKO-
YUJ ¢ IOCTEJH.

— Kyna?— oxnuxknyn ero Koxpka, 1npoTarusas pykRy K
Ilersknuomy n6y. Ho IleTbka yBepHyJCH, 3aCEMEHHJ 4epes
KYXHIO Ha KPBLIbILO. BpaT — 3a HUM.

Ha xprinbue ouu ocragoesuauck. IleThka CHUBY IIAHYNI cepb-
€3HO B IIada OpaTa M 3aMeTHJ B HUX BeceJible MCKOPKH.

— 3I0poB #A,— IOUYTH BeCejo CKa3aJ OH.

— Hy u saguo,— ¢ ogobpenuem oroasajcsa Koiabka.

OHu nomosyaau. B Tyr ¢ 3amaja JmoHeccsa TaKo# yzZap, 4TO
B3IPOTHYJH 3eMJA KM uszba. Koapka cysus riasa, riadagd IIOBEPX
ITeTbkH, M CKysBI Ha ero Juue OyATo OBl NOJAJHCH BIIEpe], Ha
IEeKax HabyXJHu KeJBaKM. .

— Bor uT0,— cyxoBaTo cKazayg oH IleThKe,— IO CEKpeTy
coo0IIar0: MeHs He CerojHs — 3aBTpa npus3oByT. OcraHemhcd ¢
MaTepbio oguH. Bepern ee. Buaunip, Kakad oHa craja?

OnresloMyeHHEBI® HOBOCTEHIO, IleTbKa MoJ4Ya riaAajes Ha Opara
BO BCe rJjasa. :

— Eit uau KoMy apyromy o6 3ToM Hu ciaoBa. Ilonan?

— Ilouan,— ynasmum rosocom orsetun IleTbka.

M cuoBa Ha 3amnaje YTO-TO F'PO3HO IIPOrPOMEIXAJIO.

15

A HaJ JepeBHell CTosjla HACTOPOKEHHAasd THIIMHA. Bce yixe
3HAJHM, 4TO (POHT IpPOABHHYJCA K OCTpOBY, UTO BpaKeckuii ca-
MoJieT cOPOCHI JIMCTOBKM, HO HUKTO HE XOTeJ BCJIYX IOBOPHMTEH 00
sToM. ITocypoBesn Jmogu, dalle HPHCJAYIIMBAJMCh K TPOMY Ka-
HOHAZBl M IOrJAAbIBaIM Ha He6o. Brljlo 0 yeM moaymaThb M pe-
6aTam.

CeHbKe Bce Ke yZAaJoCh yTauTh OT §alKH ueThipe KpYIHEIe
niaoruusl. J{pysba yHeCIM HX Ha 4YepAaK, IOBECHJIH B YKPOMHOE
MecTO BANUTHCA. Beab BaneHas priba U BKycHA, U JIeTKAa — B Kap-
MaHe ee yxoOHO HocuTh, MMeHHO TaxkHe Xap4YHd MM M HYYKHBI.

Becnokouno oxmo: 3eMaAHKA-TO MX paccexpedena! W xora
®yHT mocse TOro, KAk O6YUYMJ MX KAaTAThCA Ha BeJIOCHIIENE, BO3-
Je Hee Gosble HEe NMOABJAAJNCH, pebara penmnn, 4YTO XPAHHUTh B
el 3amac IPOAOBOJLCTBHA HEJIL3A.

A zamac KomuicsA. ¥ KaKJOro yKe OblJO IO JBe KpPalOIIKH
xneba, KOTOphle UepCTBEJIM M IIpeBpalmiajuck B cyxapu. IleTbka
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HaJAyMaJ elle B3ATh TOJOBKY JomalrHero cbipa. ITyk pgecarts
3THX TOJIOBOK XPaHWJA MaTh B CYJbHHIE—B CaMOAEALHOM INKad-
YHKe, YTO CTOUT B ceHAX. OTTyjna e MOKHO ObLIO AOGHITH U
Q0JBUION KYCOK COJIEHOT'O IIIHTa.

Ho rae Bce 310 xpanuts? IleThbKa pemimig, 4TO CBHIP U IIIUT OH
3abepeTr B IOCJETHUM MOMEHT, 3a HECKOJBKO MUHYT /[0 IoGera.
Ha stom ouu ¢ CeHBKOIT M JOTOBOPUJIHCE.

Hy:xuer 66l eme u HoKu. Wmenca y IleTbKu MajaeHBKUiL
CKIAJICIIIOK C JKEeJe3HOM OJsecTanieii pyuroii. Eime oren mokymaJ
ero Jo BoiHBL. HOo y cKJaZemika JaBHO OTJOMUJIACH IOJIOBHHA
Je3susa. Takoll HOKHIIKO HHUKYJAa He TOAUJCS, pasBe UTO KapaH-
Jalll 3aTauyMBaTh. YTAIMUTE XJeOHBIN HOKUK? Tak BeJb CTBIAHO
C TAKUM ODYy!KUeM ITOABJAThHCA Ha ¢poHTe. Jla U Henbsda OBLIO
OpaTh elle YyTO-TO U3 JOMYy. [[py3bs MOHUMAJH, UYTO YHECTH BeIlb
f6e3 crpoca — BCe PaBHO YTO yKpacTh.

— Tax Bexs pna BaskHeifiuero gena! Ha ¢poHTe nogm Kus-
HHY CBOEH He JKaJel0T, a MBI TPACEMCS HAJ HOMHKOM Ja Hajl
roJoBKoOil ceIpa,— paccyxzan Ilerbka. Ho Bce paBHO He MOr
YCIOKOUTHL HHU cebs, uu Apyra. CeHbKa TOJBKO IJIasaMu MOpraJ,
yecas MaKyIIKY M TBEDPAUJ OJIHO:

— Hexopouio Bpogje...

— Ho noropanaupareca-To Hago!— y6exgan Ilerpka.—
KpacTts, KoHeuHO, Hexopouro. [IBeph OT morpe6a BOT YBOJIOKJIM.
Iloka o6Gominock. A Belb MOKET KTO-TO H3 HAIMX JePEeBeHCKHX
HaTKHYTBCA B JIeCYy Ha 3eMJSHKY M y3HATh 3Ty ABeph. Torga urto?
ITponazem me1 ¢ ToGoii. [Iépy HaM ZaAyT IO IIePBOe YHCJIAO U U3
JOMY BBINYCKaTh He CTaHYT... Vlau DPYHTOB MOMKET pPaCTpeNnaTh...

CenbKa MoOJua coOTJAIIAJCA, B3ABIXaJ, IMOAHUMAA XyAble ILje-
UM, €XKUJICS. BBIJIO MOXO0XKe, 4YTO 3aTed ¢ moGeromM Ha QPOHT, C
KJIATBOH, CO BCAKUMU TallHAMH eMy yiKe B TArocTte. Iletnka, 3a-
Medad 3TO, cepauicA eme oonasite. OH Kak-To 3a0BII Bce .pas-
rosopel ¢ Koaskoii o Tom, uTo Hamo GbITH GraropasymHee, Gepedus
MaTh, Ooabie padorats. Crapmwue Ha pabory fpasu ero He dac-
10. IloBecTka Kosbke He nmpuxoaua.

A Moker, Bce 3T0 IoMepemuiaoch IleTbKe ¢ paccTpoiicTBa: U
©Je3bpl MaTepy, U ee pyraHb, M TO, KaK OH CIaJj 3a mrabeaeMm, U
Konsvruubl caoBa... Ja u crour au o6 stom BcrmoMuHaTh? Beiab
B JOMe — THX0 MU MHUPHO, ero 0oJpllle He pyraloT. A KJSTBa €CThb
KJIATBA...

— MaBaii GUHKKH [JenaTh, — OpeAaoskua oH CeHbKe, — U3
cTapoit Kocwl. §I BUAesn y Bac TaKywoo B 3ayiake. BospMeM — Gabka
TEOS U HE 3aMETHUT.

— A xak genarts?— oxxusuiica CeHbKa.

— § 3maro. ¥V Hac ects 3yO6HIO0, BOT M BRIpYOHM H3 CTAIU
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moxku.  Bugen, Kak Ham Koapka HOMUK Jenas U3 CIOMAHHONR
KOCHI €Ij¢ B IIPOMNIJIOM ToAy. XOPOUIUH HOMHK BBIIIEJ, OCTPBIMH.
W nmopraunBaTh €ro He HAZO.

OHH HEIOJr0 IHENTAJHMCh, TO U JeJ0 ORIAABIBAACH, YTOOL
HUKTO He 3acTall MX 3a TaKUMH pasropopamu. HesaTs GUHKH
CBOMMH DPYKaMK — BOT 9TO M €CTh HacTosllee zaHaTme! Ycroarh
TYT OBIJIO IIPOCTO HEBO3MOMKHO. VI HHYEro He CTOMJIO CTAIIUTh
KOCY U BLIJIOMATH CTAJIbHOE IOJOTHMINE JHTOBKH M3 KOCOBHILA.

Hpysea yceauck sa kycrom cMopoguabsl B CeHbKMHOM 3aro-
pojie M AOJTO BBEIMepaan moJsiotHumie., Hamo Oblao Bce paccdu-
TATb TOYHO, BHIYEPTUTH KOHTYPHI HOJKeif, a IIOTOM Yy W IIPUHU-
MaThca 3a pabory. Iloaydasmock Tak, 4YTO 13 KOCHI BBIKDANBA-
JHCH YeThipe HOKAa: /Ba OONBIIUX U JBa ITOMEHBIIe,

"CenbpKa cCIpATal KOCY B DYKaB, M APYy3bd NepeMaxHyJu 4Ye-
pes yauny B Ilerskumo mozropse. Tyr GbLIO THXO. B gome —
Huroro. ToJBKO Kyphl B 3ayJKe KONAJHCh B IBIABHBIX SMKax
BLOJIb HU3ropojeil fa m3peAKa MOKDUKUBAJ IIETYyX.

Pe6ara yerponnaucs Ha GPEeBHEBINIKE T03a41U KPbLIbHA. TyT Kak
pasz M Jeasa GOJBUIYIINI, ¢ IJOCKUM BepXoM KaMeHb. lleTbka
NPUTAINI U3 AUUKA € JAeZOBCKUM HHCTPYMEHTOM YBECHCTOE 3y-
611710 1 MOJIOTOK. 3a AeJO IPHUHAMNCEH $e3 IpoMeIeHu.

Tlerprka HacraBuy octpue 3y6una Ha depry U Bejen CeHbKe
6uTH II0 BepmiMHKe 3y6maa mosotkoM. CeHbpka yaapuia. 3y6uio
nonupbiryysio B IleTbKHUHBIX pyKax Tak, 4TO JIAZOHSAM  CTAJO
60JbHO, HO HE OCTABHJO HAa IOJOTHHILE KOCHI HHKAKOTO CJeAa.
OTieresqy TONBKO MEJKHE KYCOYKHM DMKABYUHBI, IapalHyB NG
ronblM CeHBKMHBIM HOTaM.

Cuspuee Hano, pemuay oHH. IleThbKa 4yTh IJjasa He 3aMMY-
pHMBAJ CO CTPaxy,— KasaJjoch, uro CeHpKa IIPOMa’)keT M T'POXHET
eMy MOJIOTKOM II0 pykam. Ho mocie Tperbero yjapa Ha Koce 00-
pasoBaJjiach 3aMeTHas BMATHHA.

— Tenepb HeJ0 LOJIKHO IoHTU,~— ouBujca Ilerbka. On
oTobpais y Apyra MOJOTOK M IIPHHSJICH OpPYZOBaThH oamH. C Kam-
ABIM yZapoM BMaATHHA Jejajachk ray6ike. Ho mapyr asy6uJo
CKOJIB3HYJIO 110 IVIaAKo# craju, OJeCHysIH KpacHOBATBIe MHCKPHI,
H OT IOJIOTHHIA OTJIETeJ KyCOueK MeTaJjja, €/Ba He YrOoJAuB
Ceunke B Jio00.

— Ha,— pasgymungo nporosopus IleTbka, orasazaepiBas 3a3y6-
peHublf usiaoM.— Croabko Tyt paborsl! Hamo Begpr He TOJABKG:
BHIPYOUTH IIJIACTHHKM HOMKeii, a emle u O6TOUYNUTHL WX, HA PYUYKH
HacaguTh. A 3a3y6pHH-TO O6yAeT CKOJbKO! A cTajb He 3HAID YEM
1 crauusatb. Ha Hegemo pabornr xBatut.— OH OTJIOXKII 3y6UIO
Il MOJIOTOK, BBITEp JI0O PYKaBOM. ¥YKPacTh HOMK OBLIO IIpoille, YeM
caenaTh.
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— TBl BCerga BoT Tak,— obugenca CeHbka.— 3aropuiibcs
U TYT e IOTYXHeIlb., A HaJl0o yMETh A0 KOHIa [AEeJ0 TOBOAUTH.
Tepnenne Hago HMeTb., He 3ps TOBOPAT: rIJjasza crpamiatcsa, a
PYKH JeJaioT.

Cenpka mozo6pas HHCTPYMEHTHI, JOJIO HACTABIAN 3y6uJO,
yaapunl mo HeMy. Bpoje M HECHUJIBHO CTYKHYJ, a OTPYyOHJ cpasy
napy 3a3yGpHH.

— Buguius? — TopiKecTByIOlle cKasain oH.— He 3a Hegexo,
a MOJKeT, 3a JBa 4Yaca BCe CAesaeM.

-— Hy, sansii,— npeHe6peskuTensuo nporosopua Ilerska. On
XOTeJl AasKe OTBEPHYTHCS, HO NMOOEIHJIO JIOGONBITCTBO. YK OUECHb
n0BKO opyaoean CeHbKa, XOTA 3y0MJIO M IIONAJIO €My B PYKH
BIIEPBHIE.

A CeHbKa oTpyOun emie Kycouyek. ¥ Temeps y:k OBIJIO BHIHO,
KAaK BBIpDHCOBBIBaeTcA Jeapue O6yaymeit ¢unku. Ho pyku y CeHs-
Ku 6BICTpO ycTasu, ¥ ero cmeHus IleTska.

OH ToXe 3axXOoTes] OTAMYHUTHCSA., Bua u30 Bcex cuia. W geno
NpOABUraJIOCs clopo. Paspy6, mpaBza, mojydaJcd He TaKHUM
poBHEIM, KaKk ¥ CeHBKH, HO 3TO He Geja, MOKHO NOAIPABUTH TEM
JKe 3yOHJIOM MJIH HaKIAaKOM.

W Bapyr mocie 0coGeHHO CHJIBHOTO ygapa Koca XPYCTHyJa H
pasjoMuiachk HaJBoe.

— Yero Hagenaa!— uyTh He cO cjaesaMu sakpudaya CeHBKa.

TleTbka pacTepsauHo Moadaj. OH m caM BHUAEN, YUTO CJIYYH-
JIOCh HENONPaBHMOE — XPYIKas CTaJh He BhIZepaxaja. Temeps
Hamo OBJI0 MaM 6pocaTh 3aTel0 HJIH HCKATh HOBYIO KOCY H Ha-
YyuHATh Bce cHaduana. OT Jocajnl cRUMaiauch KyJdaku. CKOJBKO
Tpyaa nponaJo! ¥ xoca BnycTyo HapylleHa.

— Yro BH TYyT Aenaere! — paszaJics HaA MX 'OJIOBAMH BO3-
MYIOEHHBIH rojmoc.— M 3BOH KakKoW pasBesu — KaK Ha IIO-
Kap! .

Pebara scxouuau. Ilepen Humu cTosnia IleTbKMHA MATE.

— WHcrpymenT 6e3 cupoca Gepems. Kto mossonuna? — ¢ yKo-
poOM NpOroBOpHMJIa OHA M Jaske npurposmuia:— fI Bor ckaxy ge-
Jyuike — OH HpUAET Aa 3ajacT Tebe.

MaTe morisgesa Ha KaMeHb M 3aroBOpHJa eIlle pasfipakeH-
Hee:

— Bechb 3ayJoKk KesaesakaMu ycwbimanu! CBou ke HOTH 00
HUX uUspexkere. A IoTom Jedu Bac, oxagHHbIX! Mlim xoposa Ha-
CTYIIUT, BOIBETCA eif Ta Koca B KOIKITO, 4ro TorZa? Jla Beim
BIIKY, YTO M B3aHAJUCL-TO BBl XyJUraHcTBOM., HoMKUYKH Besab
peIpyGaete, a?

Mare AepHyna IleTBKY 3a PYKY M TOJKHYJa €ro K KpBLIBLY.

— Mapm nomoit xuBo!— NpPHUKPHKHYJa oHa.— M TH TOXe,
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napeHek, CTynai BocBodcH,— NOKasasa oHa CeHbKe Ha ero 3a-
YJIOK.

«OnsaTh HavuHaeTcs,— TOCKJHBO noaymana IleTeKa,— ceifuac
NOMAYT YHOPEKHM HacdeT JapoBOro xJjeba...»

Croputs ¢ marteppio 6e110 GecrosiesHo — eille GoJpllle HempH-
SITHOCTEl HAKJUYellk Ha CBOIO royoBy. OH MOCJHymIHO coGpan
KYCOUKHM KOChI M DpocHJ uX B KpanmuBy. IlersKa He BuUzes, Kak
CeHBKA, YKDBIBIIMCHL 32 M3rOPOALIO, NPOCHCIUJ, KyJa OGpOIIeHBI
OCKOJIKH.

Mare 3acraBuda ChlHA OTMBLIBATH MUCMAYKAHHBIE PXKaBYMHOMR
pyku. OHa cotupana Ha cToJ obelg 1 BopdYaJja, BOpYaJja:

— Xorp 661 KHMKKHM 4YMUTaZ, yMa HaGupaicsa fga TPaMOTHI.
A T0 omHu urpsl B rojosme. Jpos obeman HaBoauth? O6elma.r.
A He MpuUBe3 HH TOJIeHA.

— A pHIGBI KTO CTOJBKO HAJOBUJA?— BCE€ JKE€ BO3PA3UJI
IIeTpKa.

— Hy ozun pas Hamopus. Xopomro. A Ha xJe6 KaxXIbli JeHh
Hazo zapabareiBaTh! Jla m He TOABKO Ha cefd, a ellle ¥ Ha OTIa,
U Ha APYTHX COJAAT.

— & roske mpo BoiiHy Aymalo,— He yTepIieJ U YyTh HE IIPO-
rosopuscsa Ilerbka.

— He o pese TE AyMaeuIs.

Ilerska caepskaJics, IPOMOJYAJ, U OHM TPUHSAJIHUCH 3a OOes.

— Bor uTo0, cHIHOK,— 3aroBopusa MaTh, KOrZa OHH KOHUMJIH
ectb.— Ceiivac, nmoka f WoCyAy MOIO, IIpUHECH 4YeTHIpe Beapa
BoAbl. A moToM mnoiiaeM BMecTe Ha ¢depMy. A 3aBTpa MOiifemIsb
no semusiHuky. IoBopar, mocnesna y skejesHoit goporu. Ilpune-
Celllb MOJ-JTUTPOBYIO KPYKKY — U TO JaAHO Gyner.

Iletska mnorpycrHen. HaHocuTes Boasl — 3To emie TYyJa-cioja,
paGora Hejosras, a TNpoObLITE NMoJxHA Ha (epme... Takas mepe-
NEeKTHBA He YCTpauBaJja ero, Ho OT MaTepM He yOe:KUIIb.

OH moAXBaTHJ TYCThIE BeApa M RBBEIMIEN Ha yauny. Ha kpaio
JepeBHU UMeJICA OJUH KOJIoZel Ha uyeThipe goma. Ot IleTbkuHoit
u30Bl 0 KOJIOAlA — METPOB CTO. XOpOWIO MATH € IYCTHIMU Bex-
paMu. C NOJHBIMH — TAMKEJIEHBKO: NOArHGalOTCA KOJIEHKH, PYKH
BBHITATUBAIOTCA 10 Gonu. 3aTo npu -Jeje cebGA UyBCTBYyeIllb, Aa U
nepesoOXHYTh MOKHO.

IleTbka He ycmes HAIIOJHUTL M OJHOTO BeApa, KaK K HeMY
nogbexxan CeHbxa.

— Cerogus = apecrosax. K Temaram moiiay, — rpycTHO co-
obmun Ilerbka.— A 3aBTpa MEHA IMOCHIJIAIOT 3a 3eMJIAHHUKOM.
Moiigem?

— Ha xenesnyw gopory?

_— [Ma. Tam nepsasa saroxa nocrepaer. 3Haems Belb.
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— Tloiimy,— cpa3y coryacuyuca CeHbka, HO TYyT Ke 3aroBo-
pua urermotoMm: — S corsaceH ¢ ToGoH, YTO HOMKHUKM U3 KOChI 6y-
IyT JIOMKHe. A THI Haiu-Ka Jyd4ile napy rBO3fAel, caMblX TOJI-
CTHIX M AJUHHBIX, ¥ BacC JOJI’KHBI BCAKHE OBITh, 2 y HAaC — HHKAa-
Kux. Jlyuire He napy, a INTYKH 4eThIpEe HJH IATb.

— 3auem?-— yausuica IleTbka. .

Ceubka yike PACKpPBIJI POT, YTOOBI BCce OOBACHUTH APYyry, HO
K KOJOJIY IOJOIIJIM JBE COCeIKHU, U OH yMoJK. IleTbka IoTopo-
NuJCcS HAIOJHUTH BTOPOE BeApo, UTOOB He 3a/eP:KUBATH JIOZEH.
A Cenbkxa, HacBHCTHIBaS U NOANpPEIruBad, mnobGexan K cebe.
C nosaHsIMM BeApaMH 3a HUM He yroHumbes. Jla u Hekorga IleTs-
Ke OBIJIO 3a/iep:KUBATHCA — €ro JKJajia MaTh. TaK U He y3HaJi OH
B 9TOT JeHb, 3aueM NoHazobsarca saBTpa CeHbKe caMble TOJICTBIE
M JJAWHHBIE I'BO3JH.

16

IIpusaTHO cobupaTh 3€eMJISHUKY, XOTI H CUYHUTAeTCA DTO 3aHI-
THe JeBYOHOUbUM. C paJloCTHHIM IpPEABKYIICHUEM yZadyHl OTIIPaB-
JISIeIIbCA 3a DTOM Arofjoii, 3apaHee TEKYT CJIOHKH, KOI'Ja BCIOM-
HUIIG U NIPEJCTABHUILD, [0 Yero OHA apoMaTHa U cjalKa.

Tlerrka u CembKa K sKeJe3HO jgopore mnu creneHHo. OHH
IIpeKpacHO 3HAJU BCEe MECTa Ha OTKOCe W OMIKHUX Oyropkax, Irze
COJIHIIE HAJHBAeT COKOM H KPACKOI IIepByI0 TAMXKeIyi Arony.
Mecra 3TH HaXOAUJKHCH KaK pa3 Ha cepefUHE NYTH OT JepeBHU
K JOMHKY o0xopuuka PyHTOBA.

Cobupasdcr 1o 3eMJAHHKY, pebara Bcerga Opajsu ¢ coboii
OJ-MTATPOBBIE KPYKKH. ITO ObLIa MX HopMa. Habepelb Kpy:k-
Ky — M MOMKeIb JO0ChITa HaegaTbcd Aroj. B ator pas IleTepka
IIPDUXBATUJI C COOOH U TdAXKesble I'BO3IH, CaMble AJHHHBIE U TOJ-
cThle, Kakue ymaasoch HaiiTu. CeHpKa He CKpBIBajJ Bocropra. OnH
MJIAHYJ Ha HHUX W 3aABHJI, YTO U3 3THUX I'BO3Jeil mosydyarcs OTIANY-
HBIe HOKH M JasKe, MOMKET ObITh, KMHMAJbl. A JJISI 5TOI0 I'BO3JH
CJIeyeT TOJIOKUTHE HA PEJbChl U AOXJATHCS, KOrja II0 HUM
npoiiger moesx. Koseca mpeBpaTAT rBo3Au B IJIOCKHE METaJLIHU-
YecKHe IIJIACTHHKM, KOTOpBble HaJo OyAeT 3aTOYUTH, IIOTOM IIPU-
JleaTh K HUM DPYKOSATKHM H 3aKaJUTh HOXKU: pasorper pobena,
CYHYTBH B XOJIOAHYIO BOZY.

— IloGsicTpee maBait,— moropanausan CeHbka apyra.—-A TO,
TOKA MBI TaK II0JI3a€M, I0€3] MOXKEeT NpPoiiTH. A CKOJIBKO JApY-
TOro NMPUAETCH KAATh? JTOr0 HUKTO HEe 3HAET.

OHu npu6aBujau mary.

U Bor xpysbs B 3amOBeIHBIX 3eMJIAHHYHBIX Mectax. C mep:
BOTO B3IVIAKA CTaJIO SICHO, YTO Bce OyaeT B MOpAAKe, IOTOMY YTO
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B TpaBe KpacHBIM-KpacHO. Ho aArois: pebAT cerofHA He BOJIHO-
BAJIM, OHH AYMAaJHU O II0e3[e.

MuMo nepBBIX ATOJAHBIX GYTrOpKOB Npobesxkanu 6e3 BCAKOrO
coxkanenus. Beimau k Haceimu., OTKoc 3fech 6w1a Kpyroii. Ilpu-
ILJIOCh LEMJIATBCS PYyKaMH 3a TpaBy, 4TOOBI BBLJIE3TH HaBEPX.
A TamM Hajgo Ob1JI0 BeCTU cebA OCTOPONKHO — Majio JIM KTO MOT
IOoKasaThCcA Ha Jopore.. OT cIydYaWHOro IpPOXO0IKero, KOHEYHO,
MOXKHO CIPATATECA B KyCTaX. XyMKe BCEro BCTPETUTHCA ¢ DyH-
TOBBIMM, XOTh CO CTAPHIMM, XOTh € MJIAJININM. A OHH BCErga Io-
ABJAIOTCA He BoBpeMmd. Ilpasma, Anexy MOMKHO ITpOrHaTh. A crap-
wuii Pyuros?.. OH HHUKOTAA He CIENINT, BIVIAABIBAETCA B KadK-
AVIO TaliKy, B KayXJblil KOCTBIJb, MPOOyeT HA NPOYHOCTH IIMNAJIBI:
He KaualoTcd JU, He IIopa JM IOJACHIIATH IOJ HUX 6Gajjact. Eine
Ja06uT PYHTOB MOCTYKUBATH IO PEJIHCAM TOHEHBKUM MOJOTOYKOM
U BCAYUIMBATHCSA B JA3ralIINii 3BYyK, IPH 3TOM OH BCE BOKpYT
cebs BHAUT U caplmuT. OT Hero B KyCTaX He CHOpPAYELIBCS — 00-
HAPYKUT M IPUCPO3UT WJAU HOTAIHIO IIPOYUTAET O TOM, UTO 3&-
IIPElIeHo IIOCTOPOHHHUM OO0JTAThCA IO IIOJOTHY, OCTABJATH HA
mecKe cjaefbl M OOpYIIMBATH ECOK ¢ OTKOCA...

Tloesn rykHyn coBcem O6smsko. Ipysspsa 6pocmm IO, OTKOC
KPYsKKU 1 IIOMYAJNCh K PEJbCaM.

IleTnrka MOJIOMKUJ CBOM JABAa I'BO3AS U 3aMaxaJj pyKaMu Jpy-
Ty — nopa 661y10 yaupatsk. Ho Cenbka mMegauj. Bapyr oH IyCTHJ-
ca 6exxaThp He BHHU3, a BAOJBb IOJIOTHA, HABCTPEUY I0E31y, IOTOM
PE3KO HAKJIOHWJICH K DEJIbCAM...

Bricrpee! Yero xomaembca? — MCIYraHHO 3aKpUYat
IleTbKa.

IToesn morasasca M3-3a OGMUMKHETO IIOBOPOTa. Yepes MUHYTY-
APYryIo OH y)Ke 3arpPeMUT 3JeCh, T'Je IOJIOMKEeHbl rsozgu. IleTnKa
CKaTUJICA C OoTKoca, a CeHbKa Bce ellle KOIOIIMJICA HAaEBepXYy.

— Bagaput!— HecBoum rosocom 3aopas Ilerbxa. OH cHOBa
OpocuJsica K HACBINN, CIOTHIKAACE O KYCTHI u OyJabLKHUKHN. Ho
Cennka yske cheakas eMmy Hascrpeuy. O Oblx GaegeH, Ho ryasa
€ro TOpP:KeCTBYIoIIe GJIeCTeNH.

Tri uero tam?-— HegoyMeHHO cmpocun Ilerska. Ho pas-
TOBapMUBaTh OBIIO yIiKe HEeBO3MOKHo. C HacBIIM ITaXHYJO rope-
JBIM YIOJBHBIM CMPaZoM, zajpoxaiia zemJd. Jpyssda mpunanu
JKMBOTAMM K TpaBe M 3aMepJM, YYTOUKY HPUIIOIHAB T'OJIOBHI,
y1ro6Bl BUAETL Noe3l. VIm o6ouM TOKAa3aJ0Ch, YTO IIOJA KoJecaMH
MapoBO3a UTO-TO HEIPUBBIYHO IIPOCKPEIKETaso, YTO caM Iapo-
BO3 COAPOTHYJCA U YYTh He MIOAIPBITHYJ. SalOMHUHJIOCH JIMIO
MalllMHHCTA, BCTPEBOKEHHOE, OJeJHOoe. YK CJIUIIKOM OBbICTPO
BBICYHYJICS MAIUMHUCT M3 OKHA, TJIAHYJ BHM3, a [IOTOM IOIDO-
3UJ KYJaKOM B CTOPOHY KYyCTOB. A MOKeT, ITOMEPEILUJIOCH pe-

77



6ATaM € MCIYTrYy... 3aMeJbKaJHd CKY4YHble KODHYHEBHIE BATOHBLI C
HaArNyX0 3aKPHITHIMU ABepAMH. ¥ HM OZHOrO YeJIOBeKa He GBLIO
BUJHO, TOJBKO B TamMOype 3aJHero BaroHa d4epHesa cropoieHHasd
purypa nIpoOBOAHHKA.

Iloe3n ckpolicsa 3a BBITOPOAKOII, M pebsiTa CyMaTOIIHO IIO-
IOJ3JIU K peyncaM, KaKAbId K cBoeMy MecTy. IleTbKy oxBaTu-
A0 pasouyaposaHue. OH J0Jro He MOr cooOpasHuTh, I'Je Ke ero
rBo3au — He OBLIO uUX, M Bcé TyT. 3aro CeHpxka cuana. OH noj-
Gexxan K Apyry, Jepska B pyKax IO POBHOH CBETJION INJIaCTHH-
Ke, KOTOphle y:Ke ceifuac OBLIHM MMOXOMKHM HAa KJIHUHKM KHHXKAJOB.

Ilokasxu!— saBucrineo sampocun Ilerska. 3abeiB npo
OCTOPOXKHOCTb, OHU JOJITO PasTJAAALIBAJH MOGJEeCKHUBAKILUE TJa-
CTHUHKH.

— 3popoBo!— socxumanca Ilerbka.— HeMHOMXKKO HaXAa-
KOM nopa6oraThb — M TOTOBO. A MeTaJlJ 3TOT NMOAATJIMBHIH, XKe-
Je30.

— A TBOM rge?

— Hery,— ckasax IleTbka U HeLOYMEHHO pa3BeJl PYKaMH.

— Onu HaBepHAKa caerenu. Jlasait nmouigem.

JApy3psa obulapuay HEMAJIYIO TJIOLIAAb, HO HAIUJM JUIIL OJUH
reosisb. Jda M TOT GBIT HOYUTH IleJIEXOHEK, TOJBKO LIIANKA HO-
MATA.

— VYMerb Hago,— AenoBuTo ckaszan Cenbpka.— TBou rposum:
cpasy H3-l0J, NMEePEOro JKe KoJieca BBIJeTeNH, NMOTOMY 4YTO IOJIO-
sKeHBl Oblmu Juinh Opl Kak. Tel AyMaemb, OTYEro s MHIOM He
yb6exas, xorma Imoesyn mnokxasanca? S reosgu  ycTaHaBIUBAJL.
HlnankaMu UX CYHyJ B IEJIOYKH CTHIKOB MEXAY peJbCcaMH, a
OCTPHIMHM KOHIAMH — BAOJIb peJibca ¥ HaBCTpeuyy IMoe3ay.- Bor
UX U He BbIMINGJ0, a pasMANO, KAK HAJO.

— A KakK jXe MHe-TO Telephb?— pacTepsaHHO cnpocnn IletpKa.

— IlosokuM TBOM TBO3AL, W CJIEAYIOUIUH MOe3[ IepeKyer
ero B KMHXaJbYUK. A Ha KpaiHuil ciayyaii ABa y HAC ye ecCTh.

OHH TIATENBHO YJOMXKUJIMU IIOCJIEAHUIN T'BO3AL IIO-CEHBKHHOMY.
IIpu sTom IleTbka TONBKO TiAZEJ, IIOJHOCTHI) IPU3HAB ABTOPUTET
apyra. OHu eme noaw60BaJUCh IJIACTUHKAMM, NOCUAEJH Ha Tel-
JBIX ITHAJAaX MHHYT AeCATh B HaJerKJe, UTO BOT-BOT IIOKasKeTcHd
HOBHIN moe3n. Ho HUKaKHX TyAKOB, XOTA GBI M AAaJEKHUX, He MAO-
Hocusoch. IlpukaagbiBajuch yXOM K penbcaM — U TOMe HUYEro
obHaeKuBaIOLIEr0o He ycaslmaad. [Ipumigock MATH K OCTaBJIEH-
HBIM KDYKKaM.

Aroner oHu cobupanu Gea ocoboro pasbopa — sauIIE 6B Ha-
6paTh, 4yTOOBI lOMa He pyrajuchk. To U Aes0 NpUHUMAJNUChE CHOBA
paccMaTpuBaTh CIUIIOLLEHHBIE T'BO3AM, NPHKHALIBATH, KaK OBICT-
pee ¥ Jydle cAejaTh U3 HHUX HOMKH.
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CKopo Arofsl Ha OTKOCEe MNOIIAfATHCA TepecTany, U APYy3bdA
OTOLLJIY OT JOPOrd METPOB HA JBECTH K Oyropkam cpeau KYCTOB.
TyT semaaHuKa 6blga KpynHee U BKycHee, uem y IomotHa. Ho
IleTska BAPYT BCTPEBOMKMJICH.

— CeHBKa,— 3aTOBOpPHJI OH.— A BApPYr IIOes] C APYroi Cro-
pousl moiizer? Toraa BeZp IHpHUAETCS IlepeBOpaYMBATHL MOt
rBO3J5h. A MH JaJeKo...

— VYcmeeMm. VCablIUM M yCcIeeM,— He BOJHOBAJCA XOBOJb-
#olll Cenbka. A IleTbka HepBHMYAJ. K TOMYy 'Ke M KPYySKKH Ha-
TMOJHAJIUCE Me[JeHHo. ¢«[{a monian K xopores,-—He pas mpeaJjarai
oH, u CeHpKa B KOHI¢ KOHNOB caaics. OHM ABUHYJIUCH HAIpPHA-
MHK, paccy:Kjgad, 4TOo Tellepp XU B caMOM [JeJjle Jy4llle XOZWUTH
BAOJIb OTKOCA M TaM cOoOMpaTh Arojbl M TBO3AA M3 BHAY He Te-
paTek. Jlna Havasa BHILIKM B3TJAAHYTH HA HEro — Ha Me-
cre au?

Huuto He mpensemiano Genbl. Tuxo 6bw1o kpyroM. U oHu ¢
pasrosopaMu 6BICTpPO BCKapalKajuchk Ha OTKOC. BOT M peJbCHI,
BOT U CTBHIK.

— A rfe ke rposipb-To? — HegoymMeHHO crpocus CeHbKa,
rasana Ha aApyra. I'Bos3as Ha pesbce M PANOM ¢ HUM He OBLIO.

— MosxeT, MBI HEe Ha TO MECTO BBILLIU? — IIpeAnonoxui Ilers-
Ka 6e3 BcAKO yBepeHHocTH. OH M caM IO BCeM IIpUMeTaM BH-
ZleJI, YTO MECTO KaK pas To, AaKe CIeAbl MX HOr Ha NIecKe OBIIH
CBEXKUeE.

— Bot onu, roay6uuru! Camu mnoxxajgosaau!-— pasgajcs II0-
3alu HUX MYKCKoili rojsoc. Pebara moxonomenu. K Hum moaxo-
ann obxomuuk PYHTOB, HE3aMeTHO IIOABUBIIHICA C Jpyrou
c'ropoum HACBIIH.

Bexch'—cpHBalom;umca nrertoroM Iporosopun CeHbka M
Kunyjgca BHu3. ¥ Ilerbku MeJbKHYJa MEBICAB, 4TOo GexarTp, IO-
¥ajayi, He CAefyeT, UYTO STHM TOJBKO TPYCOCTh CBOIO ITOKAJKeEIb,
a PyHTOB BCce PAaBHO y3HAJ HMX M MOXKeT CHOBa IIpUHATHU B JepeB-
HI0, co6paTh Hapoj, pacckasaTb. Eie cTeigHee Oyjer, ueM ceH-
Yac...

Ho mbicap aTa moracia, moroMy uTo CeHBKMH HCHyr 3apa-
3un u ero. OH ToXKe MOKATHJICA BHHU3, CTApasch AEPKATh KPYK-
Ky B IPUIIOZHATON DYKe POBHO, YTOOEI HE PACCHINAJIHCH ATOXBI.
OH cablIHaJ 3a CHUHOK comeHue DPyHTOBa M HcmyraJjcsa ellle
6osapmre, moroMmy uto BruepeAu ero CeHBKa CIHOTKHYJICA Ha Oery,
LIJISTIHYJICA Ha KaAaMHH M TPOMKO BCKDUKHYJ, 3BAKHYyJa CeHBKU-
HA KpY2KKa, IO Tpase BeepoM OpHIBHYJau Aroasl. Iletska ¢ mia-
yeM IpHUCEJ BO3JE ApYyra, BTAHYJ TOJIOBY B IlJIeYH, YyBCTBYH,
gyro PyHTOB yiKe pAAOM.

— VY6uncda, 4epTeHOK CAymHii!— pyrayics CIDyHTOB OH miar-
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Hysn K CeHbKe, HATHYJICA U MPUNOAHAN ero rojosy. Jluio y CeHb-
KU OBIJIO B KPOBH.

dyHTOB oCcTOpoKHO noTpsac CeHbKY, M TOT OTKPBIJA rJa3a, HO
TYT JK€ AEPHYJicA, CTApasch BEIPBATHCS U3 €ro pyK. PyHTOB IOA-
HSJ €ro, Kpelko IpmEuMas K cebe, M ycaiun unoyJobHee Ha
TpaBy. JlocTaj U3 CYMKU YHCTYIO TPAMNKY, BHITEP KPOBb.

O0xoAuMNK U Teneph OpaHHJCA, HO OH yiKe He KasaJjica cTpall-
HeIM. OH nocnan Ilerbky ¢ CeHBKHMHON KDPYMKKOH K OJMHIKHE-
MY py4eiky, yMbil CeHBKY U IIYTHUBO LIJIENIHYJI €0 IO 3aTBIJIKY.

ITonGepure dArombl, NpPUrOZATCA,— CKOMAaHAOBAJ OH, U
Tletbka nmpuHaANCcA COOMPATH YBASUIYI0O B TpaBe 3eMAAHUKY, Cko-
po, IoIIATREIBaAChH, npucoexunugca K Hemy u Ceunka. Ilerbka
MISSHYJ eMy B JHIO M HCIyrajcd — Tak OBICTPO JUJIOBENH I
NYXJU HA HeM CHHAKH.

DyHTOB KYypHI, IMIAAA Ha pe6a'r ¥ ¢ YKOPOM Kauas TOJIOBOIf.
Brino BugHO, YTO OH M caM He Ha WMIYTKY BCTpeBoKuJica. Korza
AroApl ObIIM COOPaHBI, OH IIOJ03BaJ PelsaT.

— Ecau He XOTUTE BMECTEe C BAalMMU TBO3TAMH U HOMXKaMH
B MHMJHIUIO, TO JaiiTe MHe CJIOBO,. UTOo OoJibmie 6e300pasuTh Ha
Jopore He OyjpeTre,— CTpOroBaTo ckasay oH. Ho pebGsara yxe 1o-
HAJIM, YTO He TaKOil YK OH CBUpENBii M OecromiazHblii, YTO OH
3a00THUTCA O NMOPALKE Ha AOpOore, a UM 3Ja BpoJe GBI He Kejaer.

— Haem,— ckazan Ilerska, moaymas HeMHOro. 4YTo-To MmoO-
X0)kee npourenTtas pasdurbiMu rybamu u CeHbKa.

— 3amnoMH0,— IIporoBopus PyHTOB, MCHBITYIOIIE TOIJIAABI-
Bas Ha pebar.

— Hawm gpomoii mopa. Orniyerure Hac,— nonpocun IleThbka.

— Jla s Bac u He mepxy. Toarko nocaymaiite emle 06 0JHOM
AeJie,— OTBETUJI PYHTOB IOCJEe KOPOTKOTO pPas3iyMbs.— 3HAIO
Bac: XOTh U JaJIM MHE CJOBO, a BCe paBHO Oyjere TyT Gerats —
aT0 TouHO., Tak BOT KaK MBI JOroBopumMcs. BMecTo TOro, 4ro6ni
XyJUraHUTb, Bbl OyZeTe CJHE€IUTHL M 3aINOMUHATH, KTO XOAWT IO
aTOil mopore u Boadje Hee, Eciau yBUANTE HE3HAKOMOIO U IOJO-
3PHTEJILHOIO 4eJ0BeKa, OCOOEHHO TaKOro, KOTOPBIHA mpsadeTcd U
HOrJIAALIBAET HA MOCT, 3aIIOMHHTE €r0 XOPOIIEHLKO, IPOCICAH-
Te, Kylla Iomies] u cpasdy coobmiure mue uau Ilerskuxomy 6paty
Hukomaro. A MBI yX 3HaeM, 4TO JeJaTh AaJibllie. OTO BaM cepb-
esHoe sajanue. Cuuraiite ero BoenHOii Taiinoit. Hukomy o Hem
HU cyoBa. Tak d4To ryjdiiTe BO3Jie JOpPOTH, AeJjaiiTe CBOU AHeJa,
HO raaguTe B ob6a. Bel oueHsr MOXKeTe NOMOYL. A BCSKUE BBILYM-
KM, BPOJe 3THUX HOXKHWYKOB M3 I'BO3ael, mopa GpocaTb — He Ma-
JeHbKHE... A CHHAKH TBOM BaXXUBYT!— Z06ABUJI OH M XJOMHYJ
Cenbky 1o nieuy.— MeHsa GoJsblle Tak He myraftech, Mbl Temnepb
saoxHo. Jorosopuauce?
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— [Joropopunucek,— crazas Cenbra. W Ilerbka KHUBHY.I.
17

OHH BBILIM K HpoeeiKy. WM Hajo ’Ke — HaBCTpEeUYy MM Ka-
un PyHTroB-Maaxmuiii. Bug y Hero 6bly IesJOBOH, OH €ABa KUB-
HYJ HPUSATENIM.

— Yero x HaM He e3Aulllb? — KPUKHYJ eMy IleTbKa.

AJexa oCTaHOBUJICS, HO C BeJOCHIIEJA HE CJIe3.

— 3HauuT, TAK HAJA0,— 3aHOCYUBO OTBETHJ OH, TI'OTOBACH
BHOBHb HAMAaTE Ha IeJaJiH.

— Kax 3T0... «Tak Hajg0»? — nepexpasHus ero IleTbka.

— 3HauuT, Apyrue Aejia €CcTh, OBa’kKHee,— OTBeTHJI AJexa.

— BrniBasiu y Tebsa gesnal.. ToJbKO B3JSIHNBAEUIE...

— A wmoxer, u 6biBanu, u ects. MoixeT, BoeHHaa TaiiHal —
EPHKHYJ DYHT M I0oexalsl B CTOPOHY CBOEro AoMa.

— KN y sToro BoeHHaa TaiiHa,— ¢ TOPHKOH YCMEIIKOH CKasaja
Merpka. — MoKeT, 1 eMy oOTel] JaBHO IOPYYHJ BeCTH HabaIOxe-
ne?..

Ho CeHpka Huuero He oTBeTHJ. OH IOAYMAaJ, YTO €CIH VXK
JleJI0 KacaeTcs BOEHHOM TaiiHBI, TO Jiydumie IIOMaJIKMBATh U He
fonraTe ANIIHErO JaKe TOrjaa, Korga pAJOoM TOBAPHIIL.

JoMoit oum 3aABHJNCHE YiKe mocjye obexa. WHTepec K HOMKaM
HOYTH Nponaj. XOTeJoCh CerofHs Ke IMOGPOAUTH IO BLITOPOJKE,
ile3aMeTHO MOoZOOpAThCI K MOCTY, BCe 067a3UTh M ocMoTperh. Ho
6blyI0 M HEMHOr'O OOS3HO: BAPYr HANOPIOTCS OHM Ha IOJ03pU-
TEeJBLHOTO THIIA C ABTOMATOM HJH IIPOCTO CO 3[OPOBEHHBIMH KyJa-
Kamu! W xora xaskaplil aymas o6 3TOM, TOBOPUTE APYT APYry ©
CBOUX OHACEHUSAX OHHU CTHIAUJIHNCH.

— BospMU, KHHKaJIBYUK HOJYy4YUTCH,— Ipoinenenapus CeHpra
pacnyxXiuMu ryb6aMu M orzana IleTbKe OAMH PasMATHIH I'BO3AE.—
JlaBait cerogus goma mocuauM. MHe CHHSKU IOJEYUTH HAZO, A3
1t royoepa mnobGajuBaer. ByjgeM HOXHU BbITauyuBaTh. A 3aBTpa ¢
VTpeYKA ABUHEMCS ¢ TadKoH K 3eMJISHKe, a OT Hee — Ha pas-
negKy.

Ha sToM 1 pas3olLIuCE.

Beuepom Kosbka, npolyss 3eMJsSSHUKY, Kak OBl MeXAY IIpO-
‘€1IM crpocut 6para:

— Tel nocroauHo Gosraenibca BOKPYT JEPEeBHH, He BCTpedYan
"1l HEe3JeIIHNUX, HEBHAKOMBIX MYKUKOB?

— Her,— oreruan Ilersxka. Ou cpasy coobpasuy, uro PyH-
ror i Korbka o3abouensl ofHUM M TeM ke. M ysxe ropaujics, 4To
npI4YacTed K Cepbe3HONM 1, HaBepHOe, CBA3AHHOII € OIACHOCTHIO
rnifHe B3POCJIBIX.
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— A uTo 3a Hes[elUIHUe MOryT OBITH — COJNZATHI? — C YMEIC-
Aom cnpocun Ilerbka, OyaTo HUYero He INOHAJ U He 3HAET.

— He conparsl, a Tak, Apyrue, KOTopble BeIyT cebd moxzospu-
TENALHO, NPAYYTCH, K NpUMepy... Ecaiu yBUAUING rfe, Cpasy MHeE
CKAXH.

IleTsKa MoJda KHBHYJ TOJIOBO#H. B 3TOT Beuep foMa pasrosa-
pusagn MaJjo. Kaszsajloch, BCeMH OBJaAENH KaKHe-TO TPeBOMKHEIE
3260THI, 0 KOTOPHIX MHOI'O PaccykJaThb BCIAYX He CIEAYeT.

— ToBopar, uTo (amMCTOB M3 Haueir 00JACTH IIOTHAJU,—
cKkasaja nepez ciom Martb.— Tol Huuero He 3Haellb Ipo 3To, Hu-
KoJyai?

— IIpo mamie macrymienue cabiuiaa. Ho Ha BoifHe BCsikoe OBI-
Baer,— oTBeTusa Koabka.

W ouu croBa yMoJakgu. IleTbka, He JOKAABIINCH HUYEro HH-
TEpecHoro, yIiej B KJIaJOBKY.

Vrpom om yausmica, dro Konbka eme He Ha pabore u Bpoje
He cobupaercs yxoaurb. U Buz y Hero Oblan Takoi, CJIOBHO IIOK-
JKHAAJ OH MJajliuero Opata, 4To0bl CKaszaTh €My 4YTO-TO II0 CeKpe-
ry. Tak u mosmy4dmaock.

— IlomMuumse BuepallHMii pasroBop? — cupocun oH IleTbry,
KOTZa MaTh BBILLIA.

— IIpo meagemuux?

— [Ha. Tax Bor. Tel He Besfe, rjge Iomajo, Gerail. Cerozus,
K mpuMmepy, noHabmonaii 3a onymkamu. Iloman? A morom pac-
CKaKelllb, 4TO yJaJI0Ch 3aMeTuTh. HOo MaTrepu — HHU CJI0Ba,— Kak
paBHOMY, rosopui Koabka 6pary.

— IToHs1,— THXO 3aBepui ero IleTbKa.

OH nomyancs paseickmBarthk CenbKy. I MUHYT 4Yepes ZeCATh
APY3bsa yiKe TMOAXOAUIH K 3eMJSHKE.

Bpoze 6bI u Heuero UM TYT OBLIO 6OATHCH, HO HIIM OHH HAa-
CTOPOXKEHHO, TO M [eJO OCTAHABJIMBAJKCH, IPHCAYIIHBAJUCHL W
npuriaaasiBaiuch. M paanl OBLIM, UTO TAYKA ¥ HUX HE CKPHIIHT.

Bosne seMasgHKH Bce ObLIO Mo-cTapoMy. Hukakmx 4ysKHX cie-
noB. I 3aMOK Ha /[BepAX,'H MACKUPOBKA He TPOHYTHI. MoKeT ObITE,
naxe Ajexa TYT He NosABasaiacA. Y Bce Ke BNQJI3ATH B 3eMJIAHKY
o Ja3y ApPY3bsS HE Cpa3y Ppelnjanch. IloueMy-To Ka3asiochb, 4TO
TaM KTO-TO NPHUTAWUJICH, SKAET... IIpUCAYIIAJNCE, HO M3 3€MJIAHKH
He JOHOCHJIOCHh HH 3BYKAa, HH LIOpOXAa.

— Ha cmemoro? — tuxo cupocuia Ilerbxa, moGaeaHes.

— Ara,— xusnys Cenbka.

IleTexa oTthyT6GOMHUN HOroil MACKUPOBOYHBIE JANIKU B CYHYJ-
cA B NOA3EMHBIN X0J rosoBoii. CKprLICH.

Cenpka ocTajCA HABEPXY, IOMIAALIBAS TO Ha Ja3, TO HA TO-
nop. IIpomau ToMHTENBHO ZOJrHEe MUHYTHI, IIOKA B3JIOXMadeH-
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Hag IleTbKHHaA ro;i0Ba € KyCOYKAMI IJIMHBI B BOJIOCAX He IOKA-
3ajach Ha CBET.

— Ilopanok,— ¢ yabiGkol ckaszasa IleTbKa, OTpaxuBafch.—
Tam Xopouro, Kak B KJiajoBKe. ToJIbKO TeMeHb.

Crasua B semassHky u CeHbka. M Toxe cKasaJ, uro tam xo-
pouiro.

— Komou npugerca us aoMy 6paTh,— CO B3J0XOM, HO TBep-
a0 nporosopus Ierska.— Jla OH Teneps He HYKeEH MaTepH, OHa
U He 3aMEeTHUT, YTO ero ye HeT.

— IIpaBuapHO,— of06pua Cenbka.— W emie Hemmoxo 651
CBeYKHM MMEeTh MJIU JaMuy.

— Jlammny He gocrats. I ¢ KepocHHOM Tenephb NJOXO.

— Cseuxy ToOrza...

— A moxer, AyuuHy?

— Cramy cBeukKy y 06abku,— peminn CeHbka.— ¥ Hee wux
IITYK JEeCATh 3a UKOHAMH.

— A Teneps Ha pasBeiKy? — a3apTHO CBEPKHYJ rJjaszaMu
TlersKa.

— Ha passeskry! — ¢ roroeHocThI0 otBeTHa CeHbKa.

Onu sarHany TauKy B KYCTHI U HaMeTHJIH cebe Mapmpyr.CHa-
YyaJia TMPOUTH OIYUIKOH, IIOTOM Iepecedb BHIFOPOAKY HaMCKOCOK,
1nogobpaTthca NOOAMIKE K MOCTY M BeCTH HaOJIOfEHUEe BIOJL Ke-
JIe3HOH AOpOru ¢ HachInMH, [ABUHYIHCHL MoJvda.

HMonauany Kamxiaslil, ga)ke JaBHO 3HAKOMBIM KYCTHK mum ua-
WMila eJOK Kas3aJUuch MM II0J03pUTeNbHBIMH. PebsAra HeBoabHO
Jepaninch GauKe APYr K APYry, II€PEeroBapHBAJHNCEH LICIIOTOM.
Ho onymxka 6nila cNOKOitHa M NycThIHHA. JIpyses mnpunsaiamchk
pPasrJasALIBATE TPONKM, HO M TYT He OGHADYXUJIM HHKAKUX CJIe-
foB. Torma oHM yrayGunuch B Jjlec M OKA3aJHCh B lLEHTpe BHIrO-
POAKM Ha IIMPOKON MOJiAHE, INTOKPHITOH KOYKAMM M PEIKUMU HU-
seHpKuUMH eaxamiu. OTClOofa CKBO3Bh IIPOTAJMHB! BUAHEJIOCh M IIO-
JIOTHO JK€JIe3HOH JOpOru.

— MoxHo Haba0zaTe 3a TeM, KTO IO JOpOre HAeT,— IIen-
Hyn IleTbKa.

— A ecuu noiiger Huszom?

— Toraa, xoneuso...

— A uro, eciau...— CeHbKa YTO-TO IPHAYMAJ, HO TOTYAC FO-
RODHTH HEe pellasics.

— YT10? — HeTepneauso cipocus Ilervka.

— A npopy6ure npocexku. Torja MOKHO BCe BMIETb, HUKTO
e IPOMIMBITHET He3aMEeYeHHBIM.

— Ilpopy6uth-T0 MOkHO,— 3acrnopus IleTska.— A ecou Ho-
ublo OHu noiayr? ToipKo i He IOHMMAal0, K 4YeMy BcH BTa
Gerotua. Yro 3a WysKaKH 34€Ch NOJKHBI GPOAUTE?
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— 5 cam rosoBy jaomaw,— orBetusl Cenpka.— MokeT GBITE,
,@alnCcTHl BHICAAWJIU JECaHT ¢ caMoJieTa HWJIH NIIIHOHOB 3acja-
Jau. BoT uUX U HaJO BBICJEIUTEH.

— Ecau gecaHTHHKU, TO OHU BO BpasKeckKoil ¢opMe M BOOpY-
&eHb! Jo 3yboB. C HMMM Hajo cojjaraM, a He HaM BOeBaTh.
A B obuieM, Jeao XOTh U HeSICHOe, HO cepbesHoe. OCTOpoKHee
HaAZO.

— A 3auem ocropoxkuee? Hac ouwu He TpoHyT. Hdake cnps-
yyTes, 4TOGBEl MBI MX He BUJedH. A ¢opma.. Ux u nox xeses-
HOAOPOKHHUKOB MOTJIM OJleTh — TYT AEeJ0 TOHKOe.

— Bepno,— corsacusica Ilerbka.— A MHE U B TOJIOBY He
npuuiyiio. Ho yX ecau ¢ HAMH XUTPAT, TO U MBI OCTAaBATHCA B
JOJTY #e AOJIKHBI! -

— Ja, ‘moeopouaTh MOSTaMH  IIPHJAETCS, — COTJacHjca
CenbKa.

— M BoOT UTO HAIlEpBO HAJO Y4eCTh: HeJb3sg HAM pPHICKATD,
o3UpaThcad U NpUruéaThbcsd, KaK CHIN[UKAM,— HaJO JesaTh BUL,
4T0 MBI NIPOCTO AypaKa BajsgeM, OeraeM, TOTAZa HUKTO He IIOAY-
MaeT, 4TO MBI pasBeluuKM,— pebATa Kak pebara, 3aTto MBI Oy-
JEeM BCe BHIETH.

— IIpasunpuo. Uau aposa 6yjaem pyOUTh, a CAMHU...

— MWMspegka MOXKHO H JApoBa... ITomau Ha gopory.

OHu CKOpo Ao6paJuchk KO OTKOCA, KOTOPHIIl 3Jech OBbLI He TaK
KpyT. Y MOJHOMKBSA €ro TeCHUJUCH 3apPOCIH OJLXH M MaJUHHU-
kKa. TyT OHM MOIJNHW COPATATHCA TAK HaZeKHO, 4YTO [Jaxe U B
JBYX IIAarax OT «CeKpeTa» MX HUKTO He ofHapyxur. Maymwuii B
3apocagaxX Becerga IIPOM3BOJUT IIIyM, a CKBO3b MAJUHHHK IIPOTOIN-
TaHO MHOMKECTBO WH3BMJIMCTBIX TPONOK. M ecau KTO-TO TYT HpA-
Yercd, TO, HaBepHOe, MOMAET MO OZHONH M3 HUX — 3THUM U OOHa-
PYRUT cebs, IOTOMY YTO MAYILIETO II0 TPONKe ©OyJeT XOPOIIO
BH/IHO.

— JaBaii Ttak,— samenrtan IleTbka,— OyJeM XOJUTH IIO
penbcaM U HaOJM0IaTh, THL B OJHY CTOPOHY, I — B Apyryio.Hu-
KTO U He IOAyMaeT, YTO MBI B pa3BeAKe, pemiaT, 4TO MBI CO-
peBHyeMcCsA, KTO JaJjbliie IIPOHAeT U He OCTYIIHUTCA.

— 3TO TBI XOpOIIO MpHUAyMaJ,— corjiacuica CeHbKa.

XOoauThk IO peJsbcaM TOJBIMH CTYMHAMH IIPHATHO — DeJbCHI
Terble, raagkue. He 6Geja, 4uTo 1mocie pAecATKa IIaroB HATKH
CTaHyT YepHee MAa3yTa,— BECh HHTepec 3aKJ04yaeTcs B TOM, UTO-
661 IPOUTH KaK MOXKHO JaJjbllle, He CTyllad Ha IUNAJLI U TJIAAA
NPU 3TOM He TIOJ, HOTH, 2 Ha IPULOPOMKHBIE KYCTHI.

Ho HUKOro oHuU He YBHJENH, a XOMKAEHUe II0 peJbcaM yYTo-
muno u Hagoeso. Pebsara sabpaiuce Ha mTabeslb CTapbix IIHAJ
U CTaNM IJIAfeTh Ty[a, TAe 3a aKypHOil ¢dhepMoil KeTe3HOZOPOK-
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Horo Mocta cuHes xoam Tymanuwiii. Orcioga Oblsa mouTu Hepas-
JuYuMa 3y6yaTas CTeHKa Jeca Ha HEM, M ¢aM XOJM TOAHHMMAJI-
csi HaJX OKDPECTHOCTHI0O HENPHBHIYHO XMYPO M HACTOPOYKEHHO,
O6LIYHO OKYTaHHBIH TAaMHCTBEHHOHM MABIMKOH, OH OBlJ CeroaHs
4UCT, CTPOT, HO pebsATaM Kasayoch, YTO Ha XOJMe 4Yero-To Hemo-
cTaer.

— JHasBaii 3opue raagerb,— npeAyoxua CeHbKa,; B COWIY-
puics. ,

OHHM pacTAHYJUCH Ha NPUrPeTHIX COJHIEM IINajaX, TBePABIX,
KaK KaMeHb, ¢ KDYNHHKaMM BBEBLIErocs B HUX necka. Jlexarsb
6bls10 npuarHo. Kasajgoces, minasgsl BBICACHIBAJHM M3 HOr YyCTa-
JOCTb.

— A uero 1BHO3aBOJ He ABIMUT? — yrusmica Ilersxa.— Ha
PeMOHTE, UTO Ju?

— Ja u Tpy6Hl ero He BHAHO! — NPHUrIAYLIEHHO BCKPUKHYJ
Cenrka.

OHu pa3oM BCKOYHMJIH, BIJIIABIBAsICE B TOT Kpall XosMma, u3-
3a KOTOpDOTO Bcerila EBHAHeJAach dYepHasA NajoyKa 3aBOJCKOM
TpyOEhI. \

— Hery! — He Bepa cBouM riasam, ckaszan CeHbKa.

— Mosxer, ynana? Wau nopaauau Ha peMOHT?

— DBpexua! Bor pasfombure 3aBoj — mMorau! — cepauTo 3a-
ropopus CeHbKa.— A 3aBOX — 3TO KX KaKas leHHocTh! Dro Tebe
He BesAJKA U He uaba... :

Y pebaT TpeBoKHO 3aHBIIHN cepaua. Ilo yaansaememycs ryay
KaHOHaJbl, U3 DPa3roBOPOB CTapUIMX OHH 3HaJM, YTO Bpar OTCTY-
MJ, YTO OH JAajieKO OT paoHHOro uenrpa, Kpachoro XoJuma,
3HAYMT — U OT JbHO3aBoJa. Ho caMoserwl-To GalIMCTCKile JeTa-
1or! 1 BOT He craso TpPyoOHI...

ITompauneBme, OHH CHYCTHJIHCEH cO luTabe.s, eme pas oOr-
JALeaN A0OpOry H nobpeii K 3eMJIAHKE.

18

IleTbka NpPOCHYJICA OT IPOMOBOTO yjapa, NOTPSCLIEro Bech
noM. C ynuLbl JOHOCHJICA TAYXOH INYM M TpPECK.

«Bom6Gexka! Heyxkenu?» — oH CIOPBITHYJ ¢ IIOCTEIH, I10J-
CKOYHMJI K OKOIIEYKY, HO CTEKJO 3aI0TeJO M CKBO3b HEro Huue-
ro Heunp3sa O6blIO pasraagerb. Ilerska 3amep Ha MrHOBeHIe, IpH-
caymascsi, coobpaxas. I'yikue packarbl HeCIHCh K JAepeBHe C
TOH# CTOPOHBI, Ifle HAXOZUJICH (PPOHT.

— HMaBHO ©BI HafO AOXAWYKA. BJIarofaThb...— YCJABILLIAA OH
rojoc MaTepH, AOHOCHBHIMICH 13 ceHeil, 11 0OGJeryeHHO B3JOX-
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"yja. EMy ¥ cMelIHo, H JOCafgHO OGBIJIO, YTO IpO3y OH NMPUHAJ 3a
OOMOeXKY.

YmbiBasica oxH Ha Kpblabie. IlogcTaBads pyXKH IO CTPYIO BO-
JBbI, XJIECTABLIYIO M3 IIOABEHIEHHOrO K Kpbllle xenoda, H Ije-
cKkan B juno. He yaep:kancsa, CKUHYJD MaiflKy U Tpychl, BhIO€xKaa
B 3aVJOK IOJA AOXIb, 3alJACAJI, 3alphbiraj. 3a Takue IOCTYNKU
MaJlbpuYMlIeK B AepeBHe He Opamuan. Cumrajioch, 4TO, IOOGLIB IIOJ
JIETHUM Ja ellleé TPO30BBIM JOMKIEeM, MaJIbUMIIKK BbIpACTAalOT HA
medbiii BepIIOK. A KOMY Ke He XOoueTcsa mockKopee BbipacTH?!

Hosxap 6b1n Tensblit, H IleTbke ZOJIro He XOTEJOCH JOMOM.
Ceepkaroiue MOJHUM II PACKAThl r'pOMa €ro HHCKOJIEYKO He Iy-
raqu. Jlaxe Becenmee 6blNO, KOrja HaJ TroJIOBOH pasjpaBajica Cy-
X0l TpecK U JIOMaHble CTpeybl MOJHHUIl paspbiBaju HebO, CIOBHO
KYCOK IPOYHOT'0 XOJICTA...

IlonHyio KPBIHKY MOJIOKA BBINMUJ OH IIOCJe TaKOro KyIaHHA.
Marte yaeibanachk, rIAAS HAa Hero, oJHAKO CKa3aJja, 4TO B TaKyH
moroAy Jydlle -CHAETh AoMa. A caMa HaKpHLIach KJIeeHKOH U CKO-
PBIM LIATOM IOHIJA K KOJXO3HHEIM TeAATaM — 3a HHUMH HajJo Obl-
JI0 YXAXKUBATE H B JOMXKIb. i

O1uHOYECTBO cpa3y Hayaso ToMuTh Ilersky. OH mocugen y pac-
KpBITOTO OKHA, Habmiogas, Kak OBICTPO IOJHATCA U CTAHOBATCH
OIMpe JY:KH B 3ayJiKe, KaK BIOJb YJIUILI KATUTCA MYTHBIH pydeil.
IleTeka Mor GBI BhIGEIKATH cefiyac HA JOPOrY, COOPYAUTH B Py4Ybe
3anpyAy, KATYHIKY M3-1I0J HMTOK IIPEBPATUTH B MEJBHUYHOE KO-
neco — 3abGaBHO raAgeTh, Kak oHo Kpyrurca! Ho Taxoe samatue
B BOEHHOE BPEeMsl OH MOCYHUTAJ IJIYNBIM — OHO BIOPY MaJeHBKHM,
a He TeM, KOMY IIOPYYalOT XOAUTh B Pa3BegKy.

Herbxa Obln yBepeH, YTo U CeHBKa ceifyac BOT TaK Ke CHIUT
Yy OKHa ¥ gymaer o ToM xe. OH, HaABepHOe, H HOXK cebe yme cMa-
CTEepHJI.

ITleTbKka DA3BICKAJ CBOIO KeJNE3Ky, IIPUBOJOK H3 CEHEH KYCOK
HAKJAYHOrO KPyTa u NPUHANCA obTauusBaTh ee. Ho 3amMeTus, 4TO
C HAXKJaKa CBHINJIETCHA cepasd Iblib, IleThbKa pemins He TPASHUTH B
TOPHUIE ¥ BHIIIEJ HA KPBLIBIO. 31ech pafoTaThk ObIJIO IIPUATHES:
ROKIb PAJOM XJIEH[ET, IIPOXJIAJHO, CBEKO. BOT yiK U Jie3pHe II0Y-
TH TOTOBO C OAHOHN cTopoHbl. Ho TYyT OH coofpasui, 4YTo 3ayCeHU-
LBl ¢ MATKOTO JKeJiesa ellie npolle OTPpyOuTh 3yOWUJIOM, W IIPUCTY-
mua K gesy. Uepes KaXKHX-TO AECATH MUHYT OH MOJHOCTBIO BEIPY-
6N U3 IJIACTUHKY KUIKAJBYNK C YePEHKOM, KOTODPHIA MOMXKHO OBbI-
10 3a0UTh B JEPEeBAUIKY, 4 3aTeM BBICTPYTaTh U3 3TOH JepeBailIku
yEOOGHYI0O PYKOATKY. [laKe MpefoXpaHUTENb MOKHO IIOCTABUTH Y
PYKOATKH, 4YTOOLI HE CIOoJ3aJja JaJOHb Ha JieaBHe IIpHU yJape.
YV Herpxu uMenach M NOAXOAAIIASA [JA 9STOro MeIHasf ILac-
‘THHKA.
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OH ¥ He 3aMeTHUJ, UTO Ty4Ya CMECTHJACh HAa BOCTOK, a I'POM pas-
naerca Bce Aaxeiue M riyme. OH JOJeJbIBAJI CBOM KHHIKAJ.

Torosa pykKosTKa, IOCTaBJEH IIPEIOXPAHUTENb. BOTH LEJIHKOM
POTOB KHHKaNb4YMK! Ero, KoHeuHo, Hajo elle 3aKaJUTh, IIOTOM
CUIUTHL AJA Hero 4exoJ ¢ YIIKOM, YTOOBI KMHIKAJ MOXKHO OBLIO
HOCHTB Ha modce. :

Ilereka BocxuImasics cBoeil pabdoroii. KHHMKaJBUHK U B CAMOM
Jeje noayuuniics — sarasiienbe! IleThka BBICOKO MOAHAJT PYKY C
3aKaThIM B HEeH KHHIKAJIOM.

— 3A0POBO IMOJYYHUJIOCH! — yCABHIAJ OH PAAOM THXUH Irosoc
Ceubku. OT HeoxuganuocTH IleThbka B3ApOTHYJ, HO GLICTPO MPH-
mesa B cebsa, yapibHYICS MOJBIIEHHO.

1 maBHO 3a TOGOI caeKYy,— C ycMewrkoi ckasani Cenpka.—
I[au -Ka MOJEep:AaTh.
IleTnrka BeTMKOAYUIHO NPOTAHYJ APYry KUHKAJ. CeHLKa pas-
IJIgABIBAJ €r0 TaK M 9TaK M He HalleJ B HeM HUKAaKUX H3LAHOB.
Hasait u MHe TaKoil caesaeM,— IPEIJOKUI OH,— 4 TO ¥
MCHS HU Ha)KJaKa, HU HATTHJILHUKA.
JaBaii,— ¢ roToBHOCTBIO corJacusica IleTbka.

CenpKa TOCKAKaJ 110 JY/KaM K cBoed usbe 3a pacnaiolieHHBIM
reoszeM. JoxIb yiKe KOHUHJICA.

He mopomen eme u obel, a ApysbA yxxe cTaau 06JaAaATEIAMU
IOYTH COBEPINEHHO OAMHAKOBBIX KUH:KaJ0B. Toapko y CeHLKUHO-
ro IpefoXPaHuTeNb OBl MOXYyse, U3 IIPOCTOH KeCcTH, IOTOMY YTO
BTOPOIt MeAHOHN NJACTUHKY He HANLJIOCh.

— A Bezp HaM Iopa Ha JeKYypCTBO,— croxBaTuicsa CeHbKa.

— MW Bepuo. IloGexanu! A To BeAb AHBEPCAHTHl KaK pas B
JOKIB ¥ MOTYT HOABUTHCA...

— §I roasko Tauky Bo3bMy. M cBeuky. OHa y MeHdA yiKe Ipu-
nparaHa. A Kiro4?

IleTska mMurom Hamen KoY. [a ¥ ucKaTh ero 6bII0 Heuero,
OH BCe ellle JeKaJ Ha CTapoM MecCTe.

...l BOT ApPY3bd TOPKECTBEHHO PACIAXHYJIH IBEPh B 36 MIAHKY.
Ha Hux maxuysio TePOKUM 3aaxoM XBOM U BAHyIIeH jicTBEL IIpu-
ceJu Ha JIaBKU., 3Jech OBLIO CYX0, TOJBKO U3 IOA3eMHOTO X014
cJjerkKa coumiach JoKJeBas Baara. Xopomo GBLJIO B 3eMJIAHKe!

— Temepr 3Jech BCEe B aXype,— YAOBJCTBOPEHHS CKa3aJj
IleTera.— Cgoit moMm.

Cenbra corytacHo mpomoJyaJt. Jlo Toro NpuATHOG OBLIO CHAETH
TYT, UYTO He XOTeJoCh HUYero genaTh. He XoTesoch BBLIE3ATHL HA
MOKPYIO KOJIOUYI0 TPaBY, He XOTEJO0Ch MOYUTEH OJEXAY B KycCTax,
C KOTOPBIiX BCe ellle NajaJi KPYIHEIE KaIlJIu,

OHu paccMaTpHBaJH IIOTOJIOK, CT€HBI, TEMHBIE YIJIbl U He IVId-
Zenu apyr Ha gpyra. O6a smanu, 4TO HAAO0 UATH B JeC, HO KaK-
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OB JKIOAJ, KTO IEPBHIH 3aroBopuT 06 5TOM. A 3aroBapuUBaTh 060-
uM He xoreaochk. Haxouern IleTbka mepecunun cebs, MOLHAJNCH, BBI-
LIeJ 32 ZBEPh U yiKe OTTYy/[a CKasaJj Co B3LOXOM:

— IMomnu.

Cenbka TosKe B3TOXHYJ U ToJsiead 3a apyroM. OHM 3alepiy 3eM-
JAHKY ¥ Ha MHUHYTY OCTaHOBUAuCh. Hamo 6b12I0 KyZa-To CIPATATH
KJII04, YTOOBI HE TACKATH €ro BEYHO ¢ co00ii: TAK BeIb U MOTEPATH
HEZOoJITO, A U ONUH OH Ha JABOuUX... Bapyr IleTbka HBIpHYJ TI0J
OMMIXKHIOIO eJIKY, pasrpeb cyxue UroJKH, BBIPHIJI 110J, TOJCTHIM KOD-
HeM AMKY, IOJIOMKMJ B Hee KJIIY U TYT JKe 3acChilaJ AMKY XBOei.

— Taaan, Tyr Oyger Hamr TAHHUK,— II0OKa3aj OH APYTY.

Apysbs BBITION3AU K3 YaIUILI, PACIPAMHUIHCE U JOJro He
MoIJIM chenaTe Ex mara. OHu BUAeaW BHITOPOAKY O6yATO GBI BIIep-
Bole. Ceiiuac Ham Hell CHUAJ0 YMBITOE JOKIEM COJHIE — ropddee
NOJYyAEHHOE COJHIE HIoA. Y oT Hero B Jecy cusay GecuucyieHHbIe
OrodbKY, Ka)KIasA KalneJbKa Ha JepeBbAX, Ha TpaBe, HA JIECHBIX
LIBeTaX BNUTHLIBAJA B ce6S JIyYM M CBETHJIACH IIO-CBoeMy. JierThle,
3eJIeHOBaThle, (PUOJIETOBbIe OTOHBKM DacChHINaJX BO BCe CTOPOHEL
CBOM KPOXOTHBIE JYYUKH U CHANIU, KAK YACTHUYKU COJHIA.

V xenesHoii [OpOTM B T'YCTBHIX 3apOCaAX OpAAHHKA Bpoje Ol
M He BOBPEMSA PACCHINAJ 3BOHKYIO AP00L COJIOBEH, MOJIYABIMIN 0
sroro Gosemie Hemenu. ['He-To y peKn eMy TOTHac OTO3BAJICA APY-
roifi. I Ka'kAbBIi mepesiuB TpeJyeil Kasajica peGATAM IOXO0XKUM Ha
KameJbKH CBEPKAIOIeH DOCHI.

— Hy wu xpacoruma! — tuxo ckasaa Cenbra.— Kax B
CKasKe. ,

— Bcio KU3HL TYT XKUBY, 4 TAKOTO He BHIBIBAJ,— COIJIACUI-
ca u ITerbka.— BoT BeIs KaK IpUpoJa YCTPOEHA: PALOM BOMHA —
H 9TaKOe.... .

H Bapyr y IleTsKu 60JabHO €iKajioch cepane. OH mmogyMaJn, 4To
Bparu HaMepeHHI OTHATE y Hero U y CeHbKH, Y BCeX JEPEeBEHCKUX
JKUTeJIeH 5Ty KpacoTy M IpucBouTths cebe. 1 Moryr OoTHATH, eCaH
ou, ¥ CenbKa, H Jpyrue JoAu OyAyT BOT TAK CTOSATH U MJETH OT
BOCTOPTa, a HIPOie ropops — 0e34eJIbHUYATS.

— Ilommu! — XMypo CKOMaHIOBAJM OH M IINPDOKUMU HLIATAMU

JABUHYJICA K JKeJe3Hoi jgopore. CembKa egBa IMOCTIEBAJ 32 HUM.

O6a pgepxanu B pyKax KHMHIKaJbl, COPATAB JiesBud B pyKaBax.

Oxu HexoJI'O XOAUJIHM B3aj-BIlepe] 10 peiabcaM, U3Ma3aNHu HO-
'M U OYYTHJUCH OKOJIO 3HakoMoro irrabens mmnaji. He crosapu-
Baseh, M0JIe3JM Ha Hero. TyT yaoOHO OBLJIO M OOCYIIUTHCH, IOTO-
My 9TO omexJa y HUX BCe JKe MpoMokJa. Jleryiu HA sKHUBOTHI, CTa-
mt HabaoxaTe. Ho 1 oTciofa BHaeay, 4To gopora nycreiEHa. Oc-
JNIQIHUTENbHO CBEPKaNy PeJBCHl — IJIa3aM CTAaHOBHJIOCH OOJBHO.
M na 4yncTOM ropu30cHTE BCe TaK JKe He OLIJIO 3aBOJCKOL TPYOHI.
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Pebara nmompobosasini BTHIKATH B IXIaJlBI CBOM KHHIKaJNbBl. Ho
KJIWHKY YXOIHMJM B IIPOCMOJIEHHOE U CJOBHO OKaMeHeBIIee repe-
BO HETJIy0OKO, & IIPH CHJABHBIX yZapax crubanyce.

— Cerogug e HAJO 3aRaJuBaTh,— ckKasaa Ilerbka.— Ine-
HHOYIBb YV PEUKH: KOCTED U PALOM BOJA...

H TyT ¢ 3amaza OTUYETJIMBO JOHECCS rPOMKMM HaJcaJHBI BOM.
Cpasy nokasamuch HajJ XOJMOM M caMoJeThl. JleTeJan OHHM BBICO-
K0, ¥ Obl10 Mx muoro. ClI0OBHO cTas rpadeiil HecjJach HAJ KeJies-
HoH noporoi. CaMmoJieThl OBICTPO YBEAWYHBEIHCH. CKOPO MOMKHO
OBIJIO PASIVIALETh UX KEJTO-UePHYIO OKpacKy. Bparu!

HeoxupanHo oHM, CJIOBHO IIKBAJ YAApHJ Mo CTae, NIapaxHy-
JUCH BJIEBO, IIOILJIM BBEPX, IPAMO K COJHIY M CTaJH IPONaJATh
us Buny. Ho npepriBucThiii Boii Bce Hapacrat. M TyT riasaMm pe-
OAT mpeacTasa CTPANIHAA HeBUJAHHAA KAPTHHA.

WM xazasoch, YTO TPAMO H3 COJIHIIA BMECTE C €r'0 CIACIIAm[KMII
JyvyaMyl KOCO BBLIBAJIMBAIOTCSA YEPHEIE CAMOJETHI X KPYTO, TMOYTH
OTBECHO HecyTcss BHM3. IlepBEIH 13 HUX Hajas IpAaMoO HA JKeJes-
HOJOPOXKHBIH MOCT. A 3a HUM — emle u eule... H HeBO3MOMXHO Ohl-
JIO COCUUTATH, CKOJBKO K€ UX.

Pe6satra ouemnenenu. OHM OTYETIMBO BHIEJH, KAK OT HEPBOTro
caMoJieTa OTJeNUIUCH YepHbie KameJbKU M CTPEeMUTENBHO IIoJie-
Tequ BHM3. CaMoJeT ci0BHO NOAGPOCHIIO, HO OH Pa3BepHYJICA M
HU30M NoM4ascd B 0OpaTHYIO CTOPOHY. POHTAHBI OrHA, JABIMA U
ele 4ero~To TeMHOro INOJHAJNHUCH BO3JIe MOCTAa, CKPHLIACH B CEpOil
IeJIeHe ero a)KypHas MeTaLIudecKkas depMma. A B 3Ty IeleRy ¢
C€aMOJIETOB BAJINJIMCh ¥ BAJIHJIMCE IPOAOATOBATEIE UePHBIE IIPexMe-
THL. JloHec 1Ch TePBbIEe 3BYKH B3PHIBOB H CPa3y CJAUJUCH B CILJIOWI-
Ho# ryJ. BpLio BUAHO, KaK PAJOM C MOCTOM B CIIOJIOXAX OIHA TIOI-
CKaKHMBAIOT BBEPX €JKH M GeCIIOMOIIHO BaJATCA B ABIM. Jlec 3aro-
pesnca. XOopouro eie, YTO 3aMagHEIL BeTep rHAJ OTOHB K peKe, Haj
KOTOPOH B3ABIMAJHCE CTOJOH 0eJoif, CJIOBHO KHISIeH BOXHL.

Topauas BosHA ygapmia B Iuta pebar U 4yTh He cOpocuia ux
co nrrabesns. Ilerbka mo4yBCTBOBAJM, KaK IOXOJOJENa YV HEro Ko-
JKa Ha roJoBe.

— Bexum! — zaopan oH u ckatuica co mTabens. Kumsxan
BBINIAJ U3 €0 PYK, HO OH TYT 3Ke IMOAXBAaTUJ €ro H Opocuicd B Ky-
CThl. 3a cuuHO# mbixTesr CeHbKa.

— B semasuxy! — HecBouM rosocoMm 3axpuuana Ilersxa, Ho
Cennka ymaJ 1moj IepBHIM JKe KYCTOM M MaxXHYJ eMy PYKoOM, I1oj-
s3pIBad K cebe. IleToka BepHyJics He cpas3y. Ero Tpaciao, ¥ RasK b
HOBBIIf OCOGEHHO TYJKHH B3PHIB y MOCTa NpurMbasl ero K 3emJe.
Ho Bor oH nogmons, saTHxX PAZOM C JPYTOM, B3APATHRASA U 3a3KMY-
puBag rJjasa.

— Habmogats Haf0,— CPHIBAIOIMUMCH r0JOCOM TBepAUI CeHb-
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Ka.— 37ech ke He omacHo. VI 4To genmaioT rajbl, al — KPpUKHYJI
OH, YBH/I€B, YTO CAMOJIETHI AeJIal0T BTOPOH 3aXo/.

Pe6sra TospKO celiuac 3aMeTHJIH, YTO BOKPYT CAMOJIETOR BCIIBI-
XUBAIOT U TYT JKe IacHyT MaJleHbKue Gesble obiaauyra. Crpoitl ca-
MOJIETOB HayaJ paccsinaThes. OZUH M3 HUX IpOpeBes HaJ caMbl-
MU ToJOBAaMHM ApY3€l, 3aCTaBUB MX BAABUTHCA B 3eMJja0. W TyT
e OZMH 32 APYTHM Dazgajuch JACThi€ I'yJIKHe B3PHIBBL BJOJb Me-
Je3HOH MOPOrH, OT BHITOPOAKU — K MocTy. VI KampabBId pas moj-
NPBIrBaJa 3€MJIA...

Iocaenuas GomOa ¢ TpecKoM BIopBajack y MOCTa, M ryJca-
MOJIETOB CcTak cTuxXaTth. Ho ¢ onmyIiuKky eumie axaau Bcjeg UM 3€HUT-
KU, U B CTa€ YePHBIX PA3GOMHUKOBR KAYyOHINCH 00JadKa...

BoT u mocregHu#i caMoseT CKpsiicA 2a xoamoMm TymMaHHBIM.
Cruxay ¥ 3¢HUTKH HA OITyIIKe,

A B BRIFOPOjJiKe MO-IpEKHEMY CHAMM Karau Ha aepeBbax. Ka-
3a710Ch, IMOX0KAasS HA IBETACTYIO CKATEDPTH Pajyra JEXHT Ha Tpa-
ge. Ho pefara yxe me BUASAM 3TOM KpPAacCOThl, OHH TOPOIUINCH B
JlepPEeBHI0, UTOOBI BCE PACCKaB3aTh B3POCIBIM.

— TIocroii, IleTeka, — 3aroBopun CeHsxa. — MBI Begib caMoro
TJIABHOTO He Y3HAJMU: i1ea MocT uau uet? Iloitgem!

Iersxa corsacusicAd MOYTH Cpas3y, XOTA TPYAHO OBLJIO BO3BpPa-
maTecqd Ty4a, T€ TOABKO YUTO IAJANMM U B3DPEIBAANCH 60MOEI, rie
OH IIePEe’KUJ TAKOHU yiKac...

Pefiara BcKapaOGKaauch IO OTKOCY K DesbCcaM, NMOAHANU TOJIO-
BBl — askypHAas epma Mocra ObIJNIa LieJIeXOHBKA, PesbChl CBEDKAa-
MY BHYTPU Hee, KaK U 10 GOMOEsKKY, U YXOAUIN JaJblIe, K X0IMY.

— IIpomasanu! Bee npomasanu! — saopan Ceuska. U IleTpka
TOe 3a0paj, YYBCTBYHA OTPOMHOE OOJIeTYeHUe

-— Bpems! He sospMenib!

Teneps 1 JoMoil MOMKHO OBLJIO HATH CIIOKOHHO.

— Mans, uTo HU ofHOTO He cOUIH,— cKasaa CeHnKa.

~— Eme cobsior,— yBepan Ilerpka.— § Bmaes, Kax OAHOTO
cuurbau Hepenu Tpu Hasaj. Ilepsoro. ¥ Bcex Apyrux coObIOT. A 3e-
UATYHKAM IIPUINIOCL, CTPENATHL MPOTUR coauia. Tyr aoboil mpo-
Mas3aTb MOJKET. :

— Jlagmo. I'masuoe — mopora uesia. 3HAYNT, NMOUAYT U IOMH-
AYT 0 Heil Ha (GPOHT 3MIeIoHBl,— cKasaj CedbKa.

19

Korza IMeTpKa mosgBuICA JOMAa, MAaTh Cpasy CTajia pyraTh ero,
Kpuyana, yToObI He CMeJI OH y0eraThb M3 JoMy 0e3 cipoca, He Je3
K MOCTY U K BOCHHBIM, €CJIM JOPOTH eMy MaTh U goM pogHoii. Ho
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pasriasfies, 9To IleTbka e M HEBPEAMM, TOJIBKO OZEKOHKA ChI-
pas, MaTh NOYCIIOKOUIACH U CIPOCUIIA :

— Kouapky He Bumen?

— Her. A yt0?

— Jfa u oH, cioBHO MaJieHbKuil, KaKk Hadamach GomOerxka
9Ta, MOCKaKaAJ K MocTy Ha Jomaau. VI sauem?

— Bort 510 fa! — BocxuimeHHO BeKpukHYA Iletbka.— On, Ha-
BEpHOE, TaM BCe BUZEJL.
— W XKyga Bac 4epTH HOCAT! — ONATH 3AIPUYHUTAIA MATh.—

Yero BHI cyeTech He B cBou gena? Hoxaro aum go Geant! Beap Toub-
KO MelaeTe coJjgaTaM, nogu. ByaTo 6e3 TaKUX COIJIUBBEIX HE 3HA-
07, 4YTO UM AeJaThb.. A THl CHIM A0OMa U JAJbIle 3aropoibl HOCA
CBOEro He BBLICOBBIBAll! — IMPMKPHKHYJA oHa Ha IleThKy co cie-
3aMM B T'OJIOCE, 3aMETHUB, YTO OH COOUDPAETCH CIOPUTh.

IeTsra Hacymnuicda, cMoavaj. 3HaJX OH, YTO IOJ TOPAUYYIO DY-
Ky MaTs ObIBaeT CKOpa Ha pacHpaBy. A CerofHf oHa BOH KaK pac-
CTPOEHA Ja HAMYTaHAa.

...Koapka gpuics momoil ycranvlii u cmokoiinbiii, Bpocus za
KDBIJBIO0 KYKaHYNK — OeUeBKY ¢ DHIGOii.

— BombaMu oraymmio,— KOPOTKO mnOgcHuUJI oH IleThbKe.—
ITouucru.

Ha nmepepHIO yiKke CHyCKaJCS CBeTJBIN JeTHMUI Beuep, U 3aKaT-
Had 3apA OBLIa HAPHCOBAHA YUCTHIMM JEerKUMH KpacKaMU, CJIOBHO
II0 Mpo3payHoOl rojybU3He IPOUIIUCH 30JI0TOH KHCTHIO, a Yy CaMo-
IO rOpU30HTA XO00aBMIU €lle U OrHEHHO-0arpoBoro iserta.

Konpxa cuzen Ha KpBHIJIbIE M BIEpBBEIE OTKPBITO KYPHJI IIPH
MaTepu. ¥ HEro OTKyJIa-TO MOSBUJINUCH COMIATCKUN KUCET U <«KaTio-
ma» —Kpecayio, CAeJaHHOe M3 I'MJb3bl KPYITHOKAIM6epHOro IIaTpo-
Ha. MaTp He YIIpeKHyJa €ro, TOJLKO I'PYCTHO IIOKa4aa IoJoBOH I
BCTaJIa B CTOPOHKE.

— Uro reneps-To 6yzmer, Huxronaii? Oxo cTpax cerogus Goin!
He capmman au oT cospaT, 4YTO HAM HAa3aBTPA~TO KIATH? — 3aro-
BOPIJIA OHA i€ HUM, KaK CO CT2PILUNM.

— - Joaxuo cmokoiinee OpTh,— cKazaa Koapka. Ox cHoma
pasziyJsi orOHEK B THJB3e, M CTAJI0 BUJIHO, YTO OH HE TAaK YK CIO-
KO€H: IOAPATUBAIOT PYKH, BO3OYKIEHHO GJECTAT rjasa.

— poHT oT Hac oToABuraercda. IlorHaau QanIuCTOB, BOT YTO
A 3Ha10,— JobaBun oH.— Teneps U camMoNeTHl UXHHE BPSA JIH IPH-
neTaT: OewsuHy He xBaTUT. Cerognsa mocJsaegHue OBLIM, OTTOTO U
JIOTOBAJU daniucTel. YacoBoro y MocTa yoUJI0 OCKOJIKOM.

— Oii, 6atomgu! — THX0 BCKPUKHYJA MaTh, IPUKJIAABIBad
JajoHU K umekaMm.— Jlaii-ro 6or, uToOLI §oJblile He HpuaeTaan!

~— He npunerar,— saBepun Koapka u momen B wuszdy. Ho
TpeXkae U4eM CeCTh 3a YIKUH, OH JOCTAJ U3 mIKada CBOI0O BUHTOBKY,
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MOBEpPTEa €€ TaK Y 9TaK, IIPOBEPUJ] 3aTBOP H, 3aJyMaBINUCH, He
cpas3y IIOCTABMJ €€ HA MECTO.

IToxa MaTe KONOUIMJACE HAa KyxHe, IleTbKa BIJIOTHYIO IOMLO-
mesa ¥ 6paTy H CIpOCUI THXO:

— A MHe-TO Telepb 4YTO AeJaTh?

— To xe camoe. Y eute BHHMaTeNbHEE!

— Jla Beap Temeph Bpoie U HesadeM. He mycroe nu saHd-
Tue?

— Jeunaii, uTo BesmeHO. Brigep:KKy HAJ0 UMETh...

B xoMuaTy Bomiia MaTh C TapejkaMy, U 6paTed 3aMOJUAJIH.
IleTpka 3Hax, uro Kosanka ceromgus GoJiblile He pPasTOBOPUTCA, U
TOCKJIHNBO €TAJIO €MY.

«DpPOHT OTOABUTAETCH,— AYMAJ OH.— A MBI KJIAJUCH U IIOUTH
HIiYyero He chenaJid, 4To0bl CAEepKaTh CBOe CJoBOo. Tak u BoHHA
KOHUUTCHA, NoKa cobupaeMcsa Ha ¢pour. BeraeM, Kak MaJ€HbKUE,
B 3eMJISHOUYKY urpaeM. Hamo 3aBTpa ke 3aKOHYUTH IIOATOTOBKY».

Tlocne yxxuua IleThka ciasuia Ha YepAaK, IOTPOTAJ HA ONLYyIb
puI6y — mIOTHILI 3aBANNANCH Helioxo. M Ilerpka cras pasMbIll-
JSATH, KaK 3aBTPA CTAIIUTH noboJblie xjaeba, a MOXKeT, U 4ero-HU-
6yap ApPyToro. Pemui, 4To BeCch JeHb HANO IOMHUTE 06 3TOM U He
YIYyCKaTh HHU OJHOTO yAoOHOoro caydasg. C TaAKUMU MBICIAMH OH
Y 3aCHYJI...

TIpocHyJscsa 4yTh CBET, XOTeJ CPa3y COCKOUMUTH C IIOCTEJNH, HO
IO TUXUM 3ByKaM, AOHOCUBIIMMCA H3 A0OMAa, IOHAJ, YTO BCTABATH
pano. Beraneurs, a gexaTs-To U Hedero. ATH c yZodKaMu Ha pe-
Ky HE€ CTOMUT: HIOJEL — CAMOe ILJIOX0€ BpeMd JJd KJieBa.

U3 oxomieuka Ha IleThbKy Jujgack IpoxJajza paHHEro yTpa,
NaxJo pOCoit — 5TOT TOHKMI M Caafxuil 3amax He BCAKUN CIBI-
LIuT.

Huxakux 3ByKOB BOHHBI — THUIWHA. IleThbKa HEe3aMeTHO YCHYJ
cHoBa. M npo6Gyauicd y»Ke BoBpeMs, COBEDUIEHHO BbICHABIIUICH.
Horu camMu BeIBeJH e€ro Ha yJAHLY, KyJAa B 9TOT e MOMEHT BbIOe-
skan u CeHbka.

HoroBopuaucek 0bicTpo. O6A3aTENBHO B3ATH TAYKY — IIYCTH BCE
BUAAT, UTO OHH HAYT Ha paboTy, a He B passeAKy. Ho ycioBu-
JUCb, YTO TAYKY OHM OCTABAT HA ONYyIIKe, a CaMu IIOHAYT TyjAa,
rfie Buepa Hnagaju y JOPOrH GOMOBI. )

Pe6sara OGbICTPEHBKO ;106pa.7mcs OO HACBIIM U IONIJIH BIOJIB
nee. IloHauany Hajo ObLIO B3rJIAHYTHL Ha TO MeCTO, Kyza cOpa-
cbIBal GOMOBI caMoJIeT, IPOJieTaBUINE Haj UX rososamu. Boponkn
JIOJIHBI OBLJIM HAXOAUTHCS HeImodaJeKy OT KYCTOB, IJe OHU JIeKa-
JIL BYepa, He JaJjbille YeM B ABYXCTAX-TPEXCTaX Imarax oT imTabe-
JS A

Tak M oKaszajoch Ha caMoM gese. OHU OCTAHOBUJIHNCHL U JOJrO
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pasTiAbIBAIH HepByio aMy. BoMba yroguma MHMO ZOpOTH, CMAIA
BOKDYT KYCTHI, siMa Gblya [Iyraiolle orpoMHas, Ha AHe ee y:Ke CKO-
MUIach Jy:KMIa YepHOH TopdAHOH BOJBI.

PefGaTa mouckaau B TPaBe OCKOJKH, HO He HAILJAM M PBICLOM
IBUHYJIMCH K CIAeAYIOIed BOPOHKe, YepHeiomiell Buepeau y camoil
HAaCBIITH.

— Tyt 6auxe. Ho Bce paBHO Iipomasaau! — Top:KecTBOBAN
Ilerpka.— BuaHo, 3eHHTKU BCE € HArHajau Ha Hux crpaxy. He
3pA MaJIHJIu.

Ouu npoid y»Ke NOPALOYHOE PACCTOAHYUE, IO BCEM pacdeTan,
mopa ORITH M TpeThedl BOPOHKE, HO ee Bce He ObLIO. 3aTo janslie,
B OTKOCE, HAa OFUHAKOBOM DaCCTOAHUHU OfHAa OT APYroil 3UAIH elme
TPU pBaHble paHbl. 3[eCh JaXKe K peJbcaM 3eMJdA Oblia BhIGpOLLe-
Ha. Ho TyTs y:ke ObLI IDUBEJeH B HODPAAOK, JasKe ImecuyaHble OT-
KOCHKM npuraakeHsl. IloTpyauncs PyHTOB, npubasuiocs eMy pa-
60T, coobpasuau pebara. B TyT Ke yBHAEAH, YTO OT MOCTa IIO0
nyrtam uxer cam DPyHTOB Aa eume BMecTe ¢ Anexoif, a Ha miaeue
y Anexu yomara.

— Y sror npu Jene. dasHo OB Hamo ero 3a‘npaqx> B pabo-
Ty,— 3y0pagHo ckasaia IleTsxa.

— He 6yzeM noKa3BIBATHCA UM Ha I1238, — TPe/UTOMN U
CeHbKa.

— He 6yaem,— cornacuixca Ilerbka.— Ionimu ob6parmo. Bee
PaBHO K MOCTY He IIyCTAT. '

OHM MHHOBAJKX HA 00GPaTHOM NYTH TPM BOPOHKHU H ILIM Teeph
B TOM MeCTe, I/i¢ TOHAYaTy HaAedIHCh YBUJETH eilie oxHy. Yl Bapyr
ITeTska ocTaHOBHJICH.

— Tasgau! Yeit sro ciaeg? Kak Xe MEI IPDOIIJIM MHMO H He
3aMeTUIN? — TPUMIYLIEHHO 3arOBOPHJI OH.

Jpy3bsa HAKIOHUIUCH, PABIIAABIBAA cjel. A Tepes HEMU dep-
HeJa cBe:xkas 60pos3ja, CAOBHO KTO-TO IIPOIIEJN 3JECh C IJIYroM, Ka-
KM OKy4YWBaIOT Kaprodens. Bopo3za yxoguna BHu3, B KycThl. Pe-
6ATa OCTOPOSKHO CIYCTUJIMCH BIOJL Hee. Boasie KycToB pasom oc-
TAaHOBUJIKCE.

Tnazu-ka-a! — mpoimentaa Cedmpxa. — ITo 4To Ke Ta-
Koe?

Ho IleTpka emre paHbIIE ero yBM/EJ, YTO U3 KYCTOB TOPUHT
yHiezmas HaIoJOBUHY B 3eMJI0 AUKOBUHHAA IITYKOBUHA — BOPO-
HeHble IIJIACTUHKH MeTajlla, CJOXKeHHBble KpecToM. Bmike momGu-
PamCE ¢ OllacKoH U He cpasy Pasrjigienad B TIPOILIOroaHei I'HI-
IOINedl IUCTBEe U TPaBe, YTO KPeCTOBHHA NPHKPENJIeHa K AIMHHOMY
TOJICTOMY 4ypOaKy, TOMKE MOAY3aAPHIBIIEMYCS B 3eMJIIO.

— DBomb6a! — BexpukHysn CeHbKA, OTCKOUUB HA3af.

— Bo Haxogouka! — Tuxo nporosopua Iletsxa M momsTUICA.
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— A ecy oHa ceifuac axmer? — vcnyramgo cupocia Cenn-
Ka, OTCTYIAas BCE JaJIbiIe.

— CyTKHU Jexasa...— NOoIbITajlcs Bo3pasuTh IleTbKa, HO Toxe
opobe eme Gosbme.
— Bexum k PyHTOBY, CKaiKeM... — npeajoxun CeHbKa.

— Ara,— ToTyac corjacuyica IleTbka, U UX CJIOBHO IPYXKH-
HaMHU BHIOpOCHJIO K peascaM. A TaM u xo PyHTOBa PYyKOH TOJATE...

K 6ombe Bce ueTBepPO NOAXOAUTIH CKOPBIM, HO MATKHM IIArOM,
no-Komausu. PebaTa BHaemH, KaKk cpasy BcmoTesa y PyHTOBa-CTap-
nrero o6 ¥ Kak AJgexa umobeses M cTapajcd AepKATHCA 3a CId-
HO# oTHa.

D yHTOB-CTAPIITUHA He MONAIYyCTUA pedaAT K fombe. OH cmycTunca
K Hell OAMH, pasrJAAbIBaJ HeJoJyro. OTolel.

— CroiiTe TYT HA NYTAX, MIAAAUTEe B 00 CTOPOHBI U OCTAHAB-
auBairTe Mool moesn. Jlemrka 3HaeT, Kak 3To gesxaercd. A A Ge-
rom. IIpueeny coagaT,— MOCIEIIHO PACIOPSANICA OH M CYHYNI B
PYKH CBIRY KpPacHBIH (QJIIasKOK.

O6xX0AIUK CKpLIICA B Jecy. Hexoaro 610 CABIIIHO, KaK Tpe-
AT OO HUM CYYbH., -

A pebGaTa 3aCTHLIM B TPEBOKHOM oxupanuu. Jlexa TomTanrca
MeXy PeabCcoB X HOPOBMJI He3aMETHO OTOMTHU IIOAAaJIbIIe OT CTPam-
Horo MecTa. Ho 1ajiexo YXOOUTH eMy OBLIIO HeJb3d.

BpeMs TAHYJIOCH TOMUTENBHO. U XODOIIO eIlle, 9TO He CJILHN-
HO 6BLITO IOe37a HY C OXHOM, HU ¢ JPYyroil cTopoHsl. A TO 6H GELnO
neperosoxy!

— A uero ee OoaTeca-ro? — mavasa xpabputbea IleTeka.

— Mosrun! — TPpUKPUKHYJI CKBO3b 3yOHl Asexa.— He OniBas
nog 6ombesxkKoil, BOT 1 GonTaelnb. A BAPYT OHA 32MEIJICHHOTO aeii-
erBusa! B q1060# MOMEHT MOMKET PBaHYTh. JlaBaiiTe mydine gsaxem
3a peJIbCHI.

— Tpyc! — rpomko cxasaa Herska u sacmesncsa. U Anexa,n
B CaMOM Jiejie cOOPaBITHHCH JIOKNTHCH, BHIIPAMUJICH.

— He opu! — mpomrentan o ymoasiome.— OHa OT 3ByKa u
OT COTPACEHUA MOMKET B3opBaThca. OTToro u moesga HaJO OCTAHAB-
JIMBaTh. i OT KPHUKA MOKET...

— Mmoro Tw sHaems,— ycMmexHyinca Ilersra. Ho romopun
yiKe TOTHIIE.

— A THI U PTOT0 He 3Haemsb! — 3axopoxopuiica AJexa. Ta-
Kol yak y Hero OBl CTpPaHHBIM XapaKTep: TO TPYCHT, yberaer,
HOEeT, TO Ha4YHeT NEeTYUIUTECA U B APaKy roTroB Je3Th. Hemomar-
HEIA IIapeHb.

Ho Herska u Cenbka He 3HANH, 4To AJjexa XHEM, a HEPENKO
H HOYBIO AEKYPHT Ha AOopore, BeieT HabialoXeHUe, IOMOras OTIy,
W TOJKe MEeUYTAeT yexaTh Ha (PPOHT...
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W3 BBIrOpOAKU JOHECAHCH TroJjoca. Pebsara ofjerdeHHO B3A0X-
nyiai. Ckopo oHI yBugean PyHTOBA-CTAPIIErO U GOMIIOB.
’

20

— Tne? — pasganca 1ox 0TKOCOM XPUILJIOBATHIN roxoc. Ox no-
kasanca Iletbke u Cennke smakoMbeIM. Ho HeKorza ceiiuae 6nlio
BCTIOMUHATE, deil OH. ‘

— Bor ona,— goHecanuces ciroBa @yHTOBa-CcTapIIero.

PebGsaTa Bo Bce riasa rasgenan Ha GOHIIOB M rafand, 4To Ke
6yayT Teneph AesiaTh ¢ 60MG0if BoeHHBIE. A BO3Jie Hee KOIOUIUIUCD
Tpoe COJIAaT. A eIlle OAUH BOEHHBIH — APY3bA TeNeph y3HAJU ero,
3T0 ObLI KOMAaHAUD, KOTOPBIA HeAaBHO INMPOTHAJX HX C JajJpHel
OMYIIKH,— TPpUHces Bo3ae 6oMOBI U gaske NPUTPOHYJACH K Hel py-
Koii. Boliup!l B3gauch 3a JIONATHL...

— Bce 3a Haceinb! — 3BIYHO KPUKHYJ BAPYI pacIpAMUBIIMAIL-
cA KOMaHAupP.— A MaJblbl — II0 AoMaM! — cepAuTo 106aBUI OH,
8aMeTUB PEOAT.

Hx kxak BeTrpoM ciyno ¢ jgoporu. OHUH CKATHINUCH HA APYTYIO
CTOpPOHY HachInu. Besen 3a Humu cnycruncd PyHToB-cTapIInii, a
yepes3 mapy MHHYT — U BCe TPH CoJgaTa.

— On ymMmeeT,— BHAMMO, 0 KOMaHAHpe CKa3aJl MOJOAEHBKUH
COJMTATUK, CHAB NHJOTKY M CTHPAfA NIoT ¢ Juna. U okaszamocs, 4To
J00 y Hero KOHOIATHIIL, B DBI’KKWX BECHYUIKAaX, Kak y CeHbKHU.

— DBor pact! — ¢ Hazex0it B3JOXHYJ TOKUIION COJAAT I CeJl.
A xoHomnaTeiil yeTasuiaca Ha Ceupky. TOT 3acTecusicd.

— Yero, 6parumka? He Tb1 a1 60MOy obGHapy:xkun? — cmpo-
CHJI OH C yJBIOKOM.

— M ¢ IleTbkoii,— oTBeTusn CeHBKA U TOKpacHea ele
GoJpIme.

— T'epom,~— ¢ yBasKeHHEM CKasaJj coJjgaT.— BoJsblloe geio
CHEeIATH.

ITerska pacnablica B yJAbIOKe OT yaoBOJNBLCTBHMA. IIpuoboxpui-
ca u Ceunka. Toabko Asexa CyMpPa4HO IIMBITHYJI HOCOM.

— Ha ¢poHT, HaBepHOe, XoUeTcA? — HE YHUMAJICH MOJIOAOH
€OJIaT, nogMuruBaa pedaraM. OHu MPOMOJIYAJIH B OTBET.

— He epmiuTecs, 6paTuinkn. Bel aydiie 31ecs X0pollIo BoOOM-
T€,— IIOCOBETOBAJ COJIZAT.

Hag suMu Bo3sHWKJIA TeHb. ITO KOMAHAUD BHHIIE] HA II0JIOTHO,
Jep:xa B PyKax KaKoH-To cBeprok. PykaBa rMMHACTEPKH y HeEro
OBLIM 3aKAaTAHBI 110 JIOKOTh. BOHUBI TOTYAC MOAHANNCE.

— K710 00HapyRuI? — KOPOTKO CIIPOCHUJ KOMAHAUD.

— Bor, pebara,— ckasan ®YHTOB-CTAPIIUM U TOKA3aJ HA
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Ilertbky ¢ Cenbkoil.— W Kak OHM yriasjpeiad — B TOJK He BO3BMY.
A caMm MHMO ABaMJAbl NMPOXOAMJ, a He OOPATUJI BHUMAHUA.

-— Mogogisl! O6BaBaAAK0 06JaroJapHOCTh,~—CKa3aJ KOMaMIUp
6e3 yJabI6KHM, HO I'1a3a y Hero B 3TOT MOMEHT ObIIH joOpble, KaK y
IleTEXKUHOrO OTIA.

— Waure 3a MHOM,— TpuKazaJa KOMaHAUDP BCeM cpasy. Pe
6ATa ITOACKOUHUIN K HEMY IEPBBIMH.

— [Ha Beasr 910 Mou crapble 3HaKoMble! — ysunan ou IleTbry
1 Cenpky.— XossieBa BrITOpojgku. Hy uTo , HEIUIOXO 32 CBOUM
X03AMCTBOM CJIEZHUTE. ,

OH nomoJyyuan 4 JKeCcTKOBATO A06aBUJI:

— W Bce xe uaure gomoil. Brr cBoe xeso ciuenann. Ioxo-
ppateea Morau Owl. C Bac XBaTuT.

— Hy, aanps-al — zappn Cenpxa.— MBI TOJNBKO NOIJALHM,
XOTh M3 AJIU...

Bom6a-ro Hama, M»l HaULIH,— rpyboBaTo crasan Ilersi:

Bcee pacemesauce, gaxe Agexa Dyur.

Byapre mobpnl, mozapuTe ee HaM,— BECEJIO [IONPOCHII
KoMaHaup.— OHA jKe BaM B X03fiicTBe HU K 4eMYy.

— Bepure... Toapxo...

ITouumaio. Moxere coBceM He YXOAUTH, HO JAEPKUTECL OT-
C:0a MeTpoB Ha TpHCTa-uyeThbipecTa. A To BOJMHON Bac yuecer H
samuber,— cKasalJl KOMaHIND, U TOJIOC €T0 CHOBA CTAJI XOJOAHBIM,
a JIMII0 XMYPHIM U 032a604eHHBIM.

JIpy3bs, OMVIAABIBASAChH HA KAXKAOM LIATY, TOILJIM K BBITOPOJ-
ke. Ha komaujgupa oHu He oOmmaauck. OH, HaBepHoe, NEHCTBO-
RaJ IO CTPOrHM BOEHHBHIM IpaBuyiaM. Ho Hx 3auno, uro AJexa-To
He ymieJs OTTYAa, 3a CHUHOH OTIa NpATaJCH, OYyATO €ro M HET.

Ox n HaaynuTh Hano atoro PyHTal — CKBO3b 3yObI NMpoIle-
pus IerbKa ¥ HOrysames Ha CBOM CAATHlE KYJaKu.

— JlasHo npocur,— coriaacusca CeHbxa.

3aMeTHB, YTO 3a HUMU HUKTO HE CJEAHT, APYy3bd CKATUJIHCD
110X OTKOC U NMPUTAUJUCH 32 KYyCTaMH.

— DbBeicTpo ou 6omMOy paspaaual — BocxumieHHo ckaszan Cenb-
Ka 0 KoMaHaupe.— Bor O6bl Hay4YuThcA!

OH, HaBepHoe, TOJBKO B3PLIBATEJNbL BBEIBUHTUJI. A ee ceil-
qic IMOAPRIBATE TOJOM WJU rpanaroil 6yayT. Jasait nma6aoiare, —
ckasay Ilerska, ¥ APY3bSA 3aTHXIU.

IIpomino muuyT necsitb. U TyT peGara yBHAEJH, YTO K KOMAaH-
IUpY U3 Jeca BBIXOIAT elle cosparbl. OHH IPHHOCUIH UTO-TO TH-
JKeJloe U CKJAJbIBaJH y oTKoca. KEme Goabure yjuBAANCE Jpy3bi,
Korga K TOMy MecTy, rjie 6b11a 6om6a, oT xonma Tymauiioro cral
HATUTBCSA COCTAB ¢ NYCTHIMH IJaTdopMami.

¥ Hacbll yiKe JIeMKAJIH LeJble Fopbl KaKOro-To BOEIHOTO 11MY-
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mectsa. MoskHO OBLIO PAa3MMUYMTH JJHHHBIE 1 TOHKUE CTBOJIBI
MYIIEK,

— XoTps 6bl OCKOJOK OT 60MOBI HAM L0CTaJCH,— B3LOXHYJ
TIeThka.

— KpecTouHy 3Ty, 4I0 Ha XBOCTe, XODOIIO GBI 3aMOJYyUUTB.
HuTepecnaa mryxkosuua. Ha dro-HuGyAbp crogmjgack Obl,— B TOH
emy ckasau CeHbKa.

BoeuHpIX y moporu 3aBoJioKJo ob6iaxoMm napa. Iloesn yixe cro-
S

Hactynun nonanensb. Jpy3eaM XOTenoCh €CTh, B MKHBOTAaX HBI-
no. Ho n yiiTu oTCIOfla B TaXoil MOMEHT OHM He MornHu. BoH BoeH-
Hble y)XX€ I'PY3sAT CBOe MMYIIECTBO Ha mniaTdopmel. PefaTta moHa-
OII0faNIM M IIOHSAJIH, 4TO paboTa y congar TaxKesnas.

— JHasaii momoskeM,— npeanoxui Ileroka.

— IIporoH4r.

~— Hy Bce paBHO noxaunonzeM. YTo6b! JydIlle BULETE...

— [Hasalii.

OHu nozobpanauchk K mocjeaHeil miuaTdopMe B TOT MOMEHT,
KOTZa COJIZATHl Ve HAKDPBIBAIH ee IIUPOKUM OGPe3eHTOM U yBABHI-
BaJU rpy3 BepeBKaMu. PefATa MOZHAJNUCE U IOUIJIH B OTKPBHITYIO.
Ho u pmanbiie 6bl710 TO sKe caMoe. ToJbKO HEBAAJH, BO3JE Mapo-
BO34, I0J HACHINBIO €llle KOIMOUIUINCH JIIOAH.

— Bomby Tamrar, nobexanu! — satoponuiucsa llereka. Y1 onu
6pocunuch srepen vy 0es onacku. Ho omospanu. Illectepo coux-
nar mogHaayu GoMO6y Ha OpeseHT, ¥ OHA CKphlIach 3a OOpToM IIy-
CTOM ILJIAaTHOPMEIL.

Ipysesa ocranoBuaucy. CoJzaTel 3aKaHIYUBAIH CBOH Aeja U He
oGpamasiy Ha pebAT HUKAKOro BHMManud. Jaske TOT, KOHONATHIN
¥ PasroBOPYMBEIH, TTOMIAAEN HA HUX CBePXy, HO HUYEro He CKa-
3ajJ U jasxe He yuanifuyJscda. Beljio sacHO, 4TO 3eHUTHas Garapesa B
IIOJIHOM cocTaBe cofpaJjach yeskaTb U3 BHITODOAKI. VI cTpanHOE
HeJo: XOTA B3eHUTUHKHM M Mellaju pebaraM, a KOMAaHJUD Jake
[IPOrOHAJ HX, paccTaBaThbCA ¢ GoiaMu OBIJIO TOCKIUBO.

Mumo mnpomien PyHTOB-cTapinuii. AJjexa BepTeicd DAAOM C
HUM, BaKUMasa 4YTO-To B pyke. Om xoren oboiiTu hpyseil cTOPOH-
koif, Ho IleThKa BCe ke yCIleJl CYHYTH eMy KYJIAKOM B Gok. Ajexa
CMODPOINJICS, OT6eKaJ UIAroB HA IATH, OIJIAHYJICA U DPa3ax Jja-
noub., Ha meil GiecHyJ HOBEeHBKHIl OpPaHKeBBIH maTpoH ¢ nyJeil.
AJexa noxasas IpysbAM A3LIK U CHOBA 3aCeMEHUJI PAJOM C OT-
I{OM, CJTOBHO GBI IIPUBA3AH K HEMY BEDPEBOYKOM.

Y XBOCTOBOH WJIAT(OPMBI KOMAHAUD MOXKAJ PYyKy PYHTOBY-
cTaplieMy, NofaJl pyKoi Kakoi-To 3Hak MamuHucTty. Ilaposos 3a-
npixTes rpomue. KoMaHIup mocneinun K HeMy U IMOPaBHAJICA C pe-
oaramu.
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— BG&I BCe e TyT,— ¢ YKOPOM CKA34J OH.

— A BBl HacoBceM oTcioga? — mosoGonbiTeTBoBai CeHBKA.

— HacosceM,— BECEJIO OTBRETHJ KOMAHAUD.— A BbI TYyT Oepe-
I'MTe BCE.

—~ DTO BBl MOCT OTCTOANU? — OIATH CIpociya CeHbKA.

— Temneps BBI ero oxpangdiiTe. 1 B ray60KOM THLIY BCAKOE
CYYaeTcsd,— CKasaJ KOMaHAUP W BCKOYMUJ HA HOAHOMXKY, IOTO-
My 4YTO cocTaB 3ajasran GydgepamMu M TpoHyiacA. Pebara mosaro
raagenu, Kak NapoBos, (PBIpKas Bce dalle, HalUpajs CKOPOCTb U
BIIOJI3AJl BHYTPh MeTAJJHYecKoil ¢epmbl Mocra... I BOT cocTar
CKPBLICS 32 XOJMOM.

— XopoI1o, 4To MOCT IieJl U HeBPejUM, a To ObljIo 6bI MOPOKH
mepeTacKkuBaTh GaTapen uepes I'puropky,— ckasan CeHbKa.

— Yro obarapea! — pobasua Ilernka.— Yepes mam MocT, MO-
JKeT, cTo 6arapeil U 6aTAJTbLOHOB IIPOBE3AU HA (PPCHT — BOT U IIO-
KaTuiacsa pamucr BOCBOSACH.

Bosspamasice goMoii, pedbara gorHaau PyHTOBaA-CTApIIEr0, KO-
TOPBIA IMPUBBLIYHO OCMATPUBAJ FaliKH ¥ KOCTHLIM. AjexuHa ¢ury-
pa CMyTHO MadAduWJaa JajJeKo Bruepeau. KoHeuHOo, HUYETO He CTOMJIO
LOTHATEH U ero M HAKA3aTh 32 BCE HEYECTHbhIe YJOBKU, HO YK OUEHD
XOTeJIOCh ApY3bsaAM ecThb. [da u PYHTOB-CTAPUINI OCTAHOBUJI UX,
IpUTyIalias ¥ pasrosopy.

— VYexanu Goinpl,— HPOTOBOPUJ OH,— BHAYUT, He IPUJIETAT
GoJsipilie M YepHOXKphIAbie. CBOGOAHEe B3ZoXHEeM, BepHo?

— Koneuno,— ckaszan IleTska, a caM moayMaJ, YTO HHUYEro
WHTEpecHoro 3/iech Temeph He Gymaer.

— Brr He rpycruTe,— roBopua PyurtoB.— PaboTel Temepsh
BABOe 60JIBIIIE, UeM 40 BOWHEI. M BaM meso HaizeTcs. Bel xJomibl
pesBnie, ¢ rosopoii. IlomMuHUTE, YTO A BAM TOBOPMJ PO HE3HAKO-
MBIX mioaei? Ciaezute B 06a.

— Jla M»I 1 TaK... — cKkyuyamwIe ckasaj Ilerbka.

— A zaveM oHU 60MOY ¢ co60il B3aau? — cnpocia CeHpKa.

— OHuU ee B30pBYT 3a XojJMoM. 1 Tak mocoseromaJs. He Hago
0oJbLIe BAEIIHUX JIOLEH TPEBOKUTE.

— Bot Kak, — paszouaposanuo nporosopun Cenpka. M B 3TOT
MOMeEHT 3a xoaMoM TymMaHHBIM axXHYJ IAYXo# gaJjekuil rpom. Jlec
OTKJANKHYJICSA eMy CJa0bIM 9XOM.

— Ilocnexuuii B3pbIB B 37eminux Kpaax! Bor 6p1 c6bLIOCH
CJIOBO MoOe, a? — Beceso roBopua PyHTOB.

Ho pebara yaxe yxoguau ot Hero. HefoBoJBHBI OHUM OBIIU H
KOMaHAMPOM, yBes3mIuM O6omO0y, U HENPUBEIYHO A0O6ppIM PYHTO-
BBIM, U IIyCTO# BBITOPOAKOI, a Gosbliie Bcero cofoil — 3a TO, UTO
YIYCTUIX OHM MOMEHT AoGpaThcd 0 (PPOHTA B Te AHU, KOI/Ja OH
HAXOJUJICSA coBceM pAjoM. Becio mopory no momy peGaTra mepepy-
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rHBAJINCH, 00BUNSA OfHH jApyroro. Ho B KoHIle KOHI[OB JIOFOBOPII-
JIMCh, YTO HA 3aBEepHICHIIe IIOJINOTOBKH OHII jJai0T cebe TpH, OT CH-
JILL -— YeThipe /IS, I Pasolilich DO AOMAM, BIePBbhIE BAOLIB 11PO
OCTABJICHHYIO B JIECY TauyKy.

21

Konpka yaxe oTobefiaj, HO YTO-TO He cllemIMs Ha pabory. OH
JIOMKJIJICA, KOorjia MaTh BHIUILJIA B3 TOPHULBL, ¥ J0CTaJi U3 mIKada
BUITOBKY, OCMOTpPEJI ee OT MYIIKH A0 npukaajga. [lerbka risien
BO BCE IJia3a, Ho OJIM3KO MOAOIiTH He peniajcd.

Koapxa moaoskug B KapMaH KOPOOOYKY C maTpoHAMU, 3aKH
HyJl BHHTOBKY Ha IJIeY0 NPHKIAZOM KBepXy U OOUKOM Ipolies:
1epes KyxH0. MaTb H He 3aMeTHJa, YTO CBIH OTHpPaBUJICA HQ
paboTy C opyKueM.

lleTpra ;jiorHan GpaTa B 3aropoje. ’

— Kounbka, THI OIATH B cTapully, fa?— 3arOBOPUJ OH, 34
rAS)BIBASE B JHIO GpaTa.— Bo3pMu meHd.

— Bo-mepBBIX, He TOBOPM MAaTepd, YTO si C BHHTOBKOIf, —
oueHbL cepbesHo oreriin  KoJjabka.— Bo-BTOpBIX, ceiiuac He /0
3abaB. A, B-TpeThuX, fienail To, uTo TebGe mopydeHo. Mbi ra Tebs
¢ Cenbkoil Hajieemcd.

— Kro «BpI»?

— Tlosxke pacckamky.

U Konpka aBuHYJICA IO MeKe Npoub oT jepeBHn. A lleTnke
Obiio 00611730, 4YTO CKpbhiBaeT Opar OT Hero caMoe IJIaBHOe, &
MOMKCT, H pPashilpbIBA€T €r0 C 3THM /(€KYDPCTBOM B JecCy, UTOGHI
OTBA3ATLCS HJHK HABECTH HA JIOMKHBIN cjef, M He IIYCTHTh TYJAa,
rjiec omacHo. A caM-TO Ky/a IIomieJ Ja elle ¢ BUHTOBKOH M ¢ IlaT
pouamii? B koro cobupaercs-ctpenarb? He B BOpor Ke...

— Ilernka-al— foHeccs ¢ KpbLIBLA rOJOC MaTEpPH.

Pas soser, Hazo uaTu. Marh B3fAja €ro 3a PYKY H, KaK Ma-
JIEHLKOrO, I10BeJIa Ha CKOTHBIM /BOp, IJie 3aCTAaBUJA CHavdaja Ta-
CKATL COJIOMY Ha IOJACTHJIKY TeadTaM, IIOTOM — BoAy. MaThk cTa-
Jia MBITL TOJIBI B Bojorpeiike. Beapa Ha depme TAMeable, KOJO-
nel;, rayboxuii. Yeran Ilerhbka M3pAAHO, XOTA OO Beuepa ObLIO
ele OaJeKO U HaAO ellie HATOJHHTL B BOJOTrpelike BCEe KOTJEL..

MaTp Tak M He OTIIyCTHJIa B 3TOT HEHb OT cebsa MJajlIero
china. Yro-ro Tperoxuao ee. U ecau IleTbKa NMpUHHMAaJCA HBITH,
olla HJAM pPe3Ko IPUKPHUKNIBAJia Ha HEro, MjaM JAaCKOBO YroBapH-
sana noreprners, Ot aroro ITerska u BOBCe IIPUYHBLI.

Marp Hamaa emy pabory u Beuepom. Ilocajamia ero mepex
co6oli 1 3acraBuna jep:KatTh MOTOK HUTOK, KOTOpHle eii B3gyMa
JOCh .CMOTaTh B KJYOOK. Kasamoch, HUTKaM He OyjeT KOHIa.
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3aTeknu pYKH — HX HAZO OBLIO BCe BpeMsA AEPKATH NMOJYBBITH-
HYTBIMU Iepes coboil U caeAurhb, 4TOOBl HUTKII HE IYTAJUCH., JTO
OBIJIO ellle CKY4YHEH, YeM HOCHTH COJIOMY H BOAY.

VKe HEeCKOJBKO pa3 AOHOCHJICA € YJHUBI HPU3LIBHBIA CBHUCT.
fcHo, 4To 5TO BBHIBBIBAJ €ro Ha yauny HexoymemBasuinii CeHbKa.
Ho maTe, BUAMMO, TOXKe IOHMMAaJa CMbBICI cBucTa. OHaA cayuiaja
ero 6e3yuacTHO, HO BCAKHUH pa3 moaHuMasa Ha IleTeKy cBou me-
wagbHble riasa. W IleTbka CHUKAJ ITOA €e B3LJIAL0M.

OH 4YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO CETOAHA Ha Aylle y MaTepu OCOOEHHO
TsaKeno. 1 yox TYT He A0 CcopoB ¢ Heil. 9To 0 BoiiHBI IleThbKa
Mor OBl caMOBOJIBHO yapaTh M Gerarts ¢ CeHBKOI, CKOJBKO 3aXO-
yercs. Ilpasma, H TOrga cJydaJioch, 4To 3a ociayiraHue IleTbry
KPCHKO pyrajgu u jAaxe mulenaau. Ho B Te BpeMeHa MOMKHO ObI-
JIO TOKa3aTh CBOIO TOPBKYI0 OOMIYy, MOpEeBETH BO BeCh I'OJIOC A0
TexX Hop, IMOKa MaTh He HMOAOHAET K HEMY C JIACKOBBIMU CJIOBaMII
M KyCcKoM cJjajkoro mupora. Temeps ke Ilerpka-  moHHMMAaJ, 4TO
BCe 3TO — 6JaXb, O KOTOPOIl BCIOMHHATBL-TO CTBIAHO. A KAK
BecTI1 cebsa mo-ApyromMy? 9TOro OH OTUYETJIMBO €lle He IpeJcTanl-
asaa. Bor u ceiiuac cusiesr oH ¢ 6€CKOHEUHBIM MOQOTKOM HHMTOK Ha
OJlepeBEHEBIINX pYKax, M HM30 BCEeX CHJ cTapaJjici HabpaTbcs
TepreHud, U ry6bl CKUMaJ M[OKpemde, YTOGbI He COPBAJOChH C
SI3LIKA KAlpPU3HOE CJOBO...

- Hau cnath, CBIHOK,— HAIIYTCTBOBAJIA €ro MaTh IIocie
yJKHMHA,— Ja U 3aBTpa He yberail. I'oBopsaTr, Kaxkue-TO HeaJelIHNe
JIOAM AOJMKHBI IIPUHATH — LOJr0 JHU A0 0eAbl!

«MI ona o006 »rom xe!l— yausjenHo mnoaymasa Ilerpka.—-
3Ha4YNUT, BCE BEPHO, AEXKYDPUTHL Haj0o». Ho y maTepu mnpo uyKka-
KOB OH HHMYero CIpPallMBATL He CTaJ, IOCJAYUIHO OTHPaBUJICHA B
KJaJOBKY M Jier Ha YAOOHBIM MOCTeJbHHMK, B KOTOPOM HPUBBIYHO
3aLIypllIasa coJaoma.

B oxomeuke 6ply0 cuHE — Hacrynaja Houb. IleTbka 3HaJ,
UTO CKOPO OKOUIEYKO C/ejlaeTcs MOYTH YEepPHBIM, IIOTOMY YTO C
KaXIBIM HIOJLCKMM AHEM HOYHM CTAHOBMIJIUCH TEMHEE.

Hapa6oranca oH cerogHa o ycraji, HaIlepeXUBaJcs 3a
JeHb, a COH K HeMy He miejg. dro-ro memiajo. Moxer 6bITB, TO,
4YTO [0 CHUX IOp He BepHYJCA €O CBOell <«MeJjKalkoi» Hoabxa?
Ho uto o Hem OGecuokouThcsa! OH GOJBIIOH U CHJIBHBIHA, BOODY-
WeH K ToMYy e, ¢ PYHTOBBIM-CTAPIIUM M COJJaTaMU B Apyikbe.
Hudero ¢ HUM He AOIKHO CTpsictMch. Ylim B TOM mpUYMHA, YTO
wanr matepu? KoHeuHo, momjader, HomepeskHBaeT OHa, KOIAU
y6eKUT MJaaAIUuil CbIH Ha ¢poHT... OT 3TO# MBICIU €My CcTajo
MyTKO, IleTbKa 4yTh JU HE IpefaTeseM NOUYYBCTBOBaJ celd.
U yxe Obin HeLOBOJIEH, 4TO IEPBBIM NpHAyMal, U Aajl KJIATRY,
Ja 1 CeHbKy BTAHYJA B 910 Aeno. Ho Temepr Ha HonsATHYIO HeNL-
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34, OIL He JIeBUOHKA, OH CAEPKIT CJOBO. A C IepBOi e CTaHIHY,
rje OCTAaHOBUTCA I0Oe3]], OH MNOILIJET MaTepu IIHCBMO, Bce OODLscC-
HUT, II000eUIaeT, YTO BEPHETCH, KAK TOJBKO pasbliler oOTIAa.
W martp JoJI’KHA €ro IOHATH, BeJAb OH BCe pa3ysHaeT 00 OTIe,
ODOMOMET eMy Ha (QpOHTe...

PaccyaurensuslMm u xpabpbIM Kasajcs cebe B 5TU MHUHYTHI
ITerbka. BoT oH BepHeTcs /A0MOI ¢ HarpajaMu, U HUKTO He IIO-
cMeeT YNPeKHYTHh ero. A MaTh OYAeT YCAMKHMBATD MJAJIIErO ChIHA
3a CTOJI, KaK B3POCJIOTO, OyAET 'OPAUTHCA UM, PACCKA3BIBATHL IIPO
HEro cocejiKkaM TOJILKO Xopolliee, Kak ceiluac npo KoabKy.

Herbra caplniaj, Kak MaTh BCe elife XOAUT II0 AOMY, M OTTO
ro, 4YTO OHa 'rOKe He CIIUT, eMy CTAHOBUJIOCH CIOKOiiHee. «H oma,
I A BOJHYyeMcCA, AyMaeM»,— OTMETHUJ OH U IIOYYBCTBOBAJ Ce€Osi
TAKHM K€ PasyMHBIM, 3a00TJHBBIM YeJOBEKOM, KaKUM CYHUTAaJl
Koabky u aeza. ‘

OH y:xe apeMal, HAXOAACHh MEMK/JYy CHOM M fABBIO, KOTJa YIII
pesaHyJ JajeKuil, HO yKe 3HAKOMBIH, NPOTHUBHLIM 3aBbLIBAIOMINIi
ryis. KoneuHo e, s70 Jeres BpaXecKHil caMojeT, A TOBODMJIN,
4yTo QOJbIlie He IIPUAETAT... ['yJa npubauskajacs M KaKoi#-To Mo-
MEHT SBCTBEHHO JOHOCHUJCH CO CTOPOHBI BHIrOpOoAKHU. OH COBceM
vcnoprun IleTbke HacTpoeHMe, pa303JHi ero. He BbBIGEKUINDL K"
ceifdac B noJjie U He 6pocumis B camoiier KamMHeMm! Ho rysm Havan
CTUXATh U IIOCTEIIEHHO PACTBOPHUJICA B TUILHNHE HOYH.

«H 3ayem B TeMHOTe 6e3 TOJNKY JeTaTh?» — mogymal, yc-
[IOKauBaAch, IleTbka, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT M3 BBITOPOLKH OJIETeJil
3BYKH BBICTDEJIOB: [IBa TPOMKHX M 32 HUMH e€ABa CJBIIIHLIC
mfeuky. JIpoGHO mpocTydasia aBroMaTHas oudepeib. M Bce
CTUXJIO. '

Ilerpka cen ma nocrteau. BoT y Tenepnb JeHCTBUTENBHO He-
MIOHATHO, YTO e JeaaTb? Belb Yy:KaKoB MOr COPOCHTE TOJBKO
YTO yJeTeBmINii camoJer. M HaBepHsaka ¢ HUMM 3aBA3aJach B
BBITOPOJIKE IIePeCTpPeaKa...

IIpucaymanca — o6pluHas HouHas THINHHA., Jlase rpaun
cuar. A MaTh Bce XOAUT IO JOMY...

Pyxu, xoropsimu IleTska ynupasicsa B Kpail mOCTesNH, IOAIO-
MHJHCH B JIOKTAX — OH yIaJl Ha CIUHY, TOYYBCTBOBAJI ILIEKOIl
NPpOXJIaAYy MArKOH MOAYINKH M Cpasy 3acHYII. '

22

Korga Ilerbka BbllmeN H3 KJIAZOBKU, JAeHb yiKe BOBCIO pai-
ryasancsa. Ha yauiie Tak IPHUIIEKAJI0 COJIHIIEG, YTO M B KJAAOBKC
crajo AyiiHO. IleTbKa CHOJOCHYJ JHIO. .
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Homa Huxoro He 6b1y0. Ha crose crodsa KpPUHKA C MOJIOKOM,
psgoMm — Kpatomka xygeba. Ecre xoresmocs, HOo Bce xe Ilerska
OTJIOKUI GONBINYI0O YACTh KPAIOUIKM B 3amac U coobpasui, UTO
ceifyac caMblif yJOGHBII MOMEHT JOCTaThb U3 TaiiHuka pHIOY,
CTAIIUTE CBIP. ’

Ou BeIIea B ceHU. TOYHO: TOJIOBKM ChIpa B CYJbHUIE Jie-

JKaNM IJIOTHO OJHa K Jpyroii. Eciam B3AT: caMyl0 [JaJIBHIONO,
HUKTO U He XBaTHUTCA ee, MOMeT ObITh, ¥ N0 KoHIlA JeTa. lleThbka
TaK U cAeJaJl.
. Tlones na uepgak. TyT Ha rnasa eMy IONaJCA CTaphlif IMOPT-
enp, ¢ KoTopeIM Xofun B mKoay emnie Konpxka. Haxoaxa 6nlia
KcTaTH. IleThKa CJIOMKMJ NPOAVKTHI B moprdesnb, MOAHSAJN €ro —
TAMKEI JU — U IIOYYBCTBOBAJ cefs UEeJJOBEKOM TIPHU Ba’KHOM M Ce-
KPETHOM JeJie.

On fnepHyJ 3a PYYKY BXOJHYIO /ABEDPh — OHa 3BAKHYJAa, HO He
oTKphlgack. B mienoury IleThka pasriasfen, 4UTO CHAPYKH Ha
Hei BHCHT 3aMOK.

— 9T10-TO 3ayeM?-— BCAYX yAUBMJCE OH. M TOJBKO Telephb
BCIIOMHUJI O TPEBOJKHOH HOYM.

«4YT0-TO TPOU3OULIO0 HEMYTOYHOE,— MOAYMAaJ OH,— HO YTO?
K meng-to B JoMe 3aueM samnepan? Beap f ke MOTy BBICKOYUTH
B mofoe OKHO, U BTO BCEM H3BECTHO. A 3aMOK IIOBECHJIA MaTh,
HaMeKaeT, 4To6ul A cuaen goma. U sto auem-to! CMmenmHO».

Cepasice Ha Bcex, JIleTbKa mOAOWIeN K OKHY, M3 KOTOPOro
yno6Ho 6bino rasagers B Cenmprun saysok. CeHbku He 6blno. ITeTs-
Ka B3rPOMO3JUJCA Ha TOJOKOHHUK U IpPHTIHYJ BHu3., He ynaep-
JKaJicad — yHaJ Ha KoJeHM (3TO, HaBepHoe, u3-3a noprdeins),
'yiIu6 HOry M IpUXpaMblBas J00exaJs B 3aropoly, a U3 Hee — K
OKOJHIe, K KpalHEeMy €apaio, OTKyAa XOPOLIO BUIHBI U BBITOPOJ-
Ka, U KeJe3HOIOPOMKHBI# MOCT.

ITeTska He o0paTuyl BHUMAHHA Ha TO, YTO HE BCTPETUJ HI
oxHoro yesgosexa. OH pasragapIBaJl AOpOry ¥ onymiky. VI uro ke?
Onymka Kag omymka. Hu ofHOH TMOJIOMAHHO# €JKH, BCE Ha Me-
cre. U pesbchl Ha Jopore Io6JeCKUBAJM, I MOCT OBLI I[€JIeXOHEK.
Ho ITeTsXuHO cepaile HBLIJIO OT TPEBOMKHOTO TPEAYYBCTBHUA, & HO-
I'ii He croAaH Ha Mmecre. Uro-To Tak M Toakano IleToKy GexarTs.
Ho xyma? JDomoit? Wau B BHITOPOAKY, B 3eMAAHKy? Tak Bejh
OH 1 cofpaJicad B 3eMISHKY, UEro e pasiyMBIBATH-TO?

U Bce xe IeTrrka 3aMeTasica OT OJHOIO yria capaf K JPYro-
my. Tax u Geran 6e3 TOJNKY, IIOKa He CO0OpAa3uJ, YTO MasgdNTh
TYT ¢ mmopTdeseM HYM K 4emMy — nopTdesib HHUKTO He JOJIKEH BU-
ners. Ho ftyzna »xe uaru? M rae Cenpka?

Ou mpuces 3a KpamuBy, 3afyMaJicd U BIEpPBble IOHAJ, YTO
1JI0X0, TPYAHO MPUXOAUTCS UEJIOBEKY, KOrJa OCTAaeTCA OH B CCPb-
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@3HOM U ONAacHOM Aeje OOWH M He 3HAEeT, IJe U yTo JeJaloT ero
APy3bd.

ITerske u BnpsMp 6bLO Mmoxo. Ho OH 3HaJ, uTO Jyuylue He
Gyner, ecan OH OCTaHeTCA CUAETH TYyT. HHKTO K HeMy He NpHAET
ciofa, HHuero He pacckaker. Hapo Owlno zgeiicTBOBaTh camMomy.
OH B3JOXHYJI, HOAHAJCSA U IOTAIIUJ IOPTdeab K 3eMJISHKe.

Horu trynmanu BaJ0o, noprdens OTTATHBAN PYKH. XOpOIIO,
UTO UATH-TO HeJajeKko. BoT ona, s3aBeTHas ualulia, CKPBLIBAIO-
masa 3emyaaHky! OHa Bce Taxasi e, HUKTO ee He Tporas. Him
tporan? YTo-TO Yy OUYEHL HACTOPOKEHHO Il XMYPO IVIAAAT eJKH.
TTeTeke cTasio He mo cebGe, ¥ OH He CPa3y OTBEJ B CTOPCHY JAIIKH.
_4TO0Bl MIATHYTh K 3eMJAHKe, «Tpyniy,— nmpusHajJcad OH caM ce-
6e,— a eome Ha GpoHT cobpasica! Heymxenu s1 HUKYZa He TO
WHyCh?..»

N TTerbra TIOPBHIBUCTO YCTPEMUJICA K 3E€MJISHKE.

«BoT yero s 6Godsmca — stoii Genpl! B 3eMaAHKE KTO-TO TIO-
o6pipan. Yymkar, Ooabme HekoMy. KTo sxe eme mor tak Habeso-
6pasuts?! MacCKHpPOBOYHbIE JANKH OTOPOLIEHBI, OXOMeE, YAAPOM
canora. JIBepn — HacTeXb, U 3aMKa Ha HHUX HeT, Ja)e INpoboii
BBIJIPAH ¢ MACOM... TaKk MOrI' IOCTYINTEL TOJBKO Bpars.

IleTpka samep Iepefl pacmaxHyTHIMU ABepaAMH. CrnycKaTbcs
B TEeMHBLI 3eB 3eMJSHKH OBbLJIO MO-HACTOAUIEMY CTPALUHO: A
BAPYr TaM KTO-TO IDUTAMJCA M MOMKET CXBATHTb M NPHUAYUIUTH
ero? Or rakoit goragkmu ITeTbKa NOXOJOJEJ, HOKPBLLICA Mypall-
kamMu. CJOBHO BeTPOM BBIAYJO €ro M3 YaHIMIbLl, TOJBKO NATKN
CBeDEaJIi 10 TPOIIMHKE K JepeBHe.

OcraHOoBUJICA OH Ha cepeauHe nyrn. HHKTO He rmaJjcd 3a
unm. ¥ trmmmea kpyrom. W ecnu cipes B 3eMJSTHKE NMapalliOTHCT-
JIMBEPCAHT, TO OH, KOHEYHO, Bujex IleTbKYy U Temepbh CO CTPaxy
TOJKe yAupaer KyJa-HHUOYAb mojaJjblie, B IVIYX0oil yron jeca.

— Tak uero e s Golocs?— Beayx cmpocus cebst IleTbka.
Eme pas npumia Mbicab, YTO NJI0X0 OAHOMY, uTo CeHBKa, KO-
He4lo, OTMHYHBIN 1 HazexHbI# Apyr, a IleTbka obuikan u pyran
Cro HanpacHo.

«A eciu OJHOMY IIPIIETCA OCTATHLCH IMepej BparaMu TaM, H:
dpoure?» — cnpocusn cebs Iletbka, u emy cTajo croiaHo. Ot
TAKOTO BOAKH, KaK OH, MaJo Oyxner upoky Ha ¢ponre. Ho Bejl
6vipaxn sxe Ilerska cmennim! U we pas. 3ro Bce MOryT IIOATBEp
IDITh.

On pyran cebd, usgeBajcsd Haja coGoif, IpuAyMbIBag Hi-
CMCIIKH, H YIPAMO BO3BpaIllajiCi K AeMJIAHKE, 1IeJ BCe yBepel
liee, crnokoitHee. TONMBKO ¥y JIGCEHKHM HPHOCTAHOBHJICHA, YTOOBI OI
JANEeTh BCE BOKDYr ITOBHMMAaTeJibHee, VI cpasy yBUJea: Ha 4CM-
JSHOH CTYIleHBKE KPACOBAJCH OTIEYATOK IOJOLIBLL OTPOMHOrN
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camora uiu OGortuHka. He suawisan eme Ilerbxka Takoro cJiepa.
B Ipyroe BpeMs OTNEUYATOK TOKasaJicd Obl eMy Jake KpPaCHUBHIM,
KaK BeJIOCHIIEJHbIE Y30pPhl Ha CHIPBIX TPONKAaX,— TAK MHOTQ
6B1710 B HEM aKKYPaTHBIX SIMOK Y NYNBIPHIIIEK M TAKHUMH Ipa-
BUJBHBIMH PpAJaMH paclojiarajuch OHH, a KabJayx OCTaBHJI Ha
IrJYMHe POBHEHBKO BBHIYEPYEHHBIH TPEYrOJBHHUK M CKOOY C TOY-
KaMU OT FBO3AHUKOB B JBa pAia.

Iletska Hemoaro paccmarpuBaa ciaex. Hu y koro B OcTpose,
maske y ©yHTOBa He OBIJIO CAMOl' ¢ TAKMMH IOAOLIBAMHU. SHAYUT,
TyT no6eiBas AuBepcaHT. I mousaB aro, Ilerbka He mcnyraJics, a
zagymaJjica. Buarmo, M3pacxozoBaJl OH B 3TOT JeHb BCIO CBOIO
Tpycocth. Ho ¥ mpuaymaTs HuU4Yero He Mor. B rojsose BepTesioch
OJJHO MPOTHBHOE CJIOBO: AUBEPCAHT, JUBEPCAHT...

Iletpka mHysn ABeph Horoif. OHa riayxo yzapujach O TIJIHHA-
HYI0O CTeHKY — M HHMKaKOro OT3ByKa MWJM IIopoxa B OTBeT.
IleTbKka cnycTHJICA B 3€eMJIAHKY KaK X03AMH. IIpUBBIKHYB uepes
MHUHYTY K CYMpaKy, OH pasrifafes Ha MOJy ellle cJeAbl M KaKue-
TO TeMHBIe NATHA. TpoHyJs OJMMKHee NMATHO MajbllaMU — K HUM
gyro-ro npuiaumnigo. ITomoien K ABepsAM, YTOOHI pacCMOTpPETH IIO-
Jgyuire.. «Jda Beap aT0 KpoBb!-— coofpa3uy OH U OpesryIMBO BHI-
Tep maJpUBEl O TPAaBy Ao4yucTa.— A UeMy yauBaaTbeaA? Bee mpa-
BUbHO. Houblo B BEIrOpOAXe OBIJIA IIEpeCTPesKa, U KOro-To He U3
HamuxX paHuau. OH U YKDPBLJICA Ha BpeMs B 3e€MJIAHKE, B3JIOMAB
saMOK. Moxxer, oH U ceifuac TyT?»

IleTbka 0670MaJ € TOJICTOM JIAIKH MeJIKMEe BETOYKH M CYHYJX
ee B mozsemHblit xoia. Ho Tam 6pL10 mycro. ¥YiIes BpasKuHA.
3HauuT, paHeH ObLJ He TAK YK TaAXesJo. Moxer, MpocTO HOC pac-
KBacHJ, CMIOTKHYBIIHUCE.

Bot Temepr-To M mpuiLIa HAacTOALIasg mopa HabaOZATH U XO-
AUTH B pa3BeAky. IleTbKa OTIIOJI3 B COCEIHIOI YAIHILY LIAT'OB 32
nareiecar ¥ 3ajger. OH MeTp 3a MeTPOM OILYNBIBAJl B3IJISAAOM
JIeCHYIO TpaBy H Iopocab. M moskases, 4To He NPOpPYyOHJIHM OHM B
KycTraxX NMpoceKkH, Kak npeanaraji CeHbka.

Huyero ocobenHoro He BeIcMOTpea IleTbka, M 3TO 3aHATHE
emy Hazoeno. O eie pas cOeras K 3eMJsiHKe, YTOOBI BHHMA-
TEJBHO PacCMOTPETh M TOYHO 3AMIOMHUTH OTNEYATOK IIOJOLIBEHI.
N cnosa yxnerca 1moJ eaKaM¥, HoO4YechlBaf UcCilapallaHHLIe
HOTH. :

HeoxuzanHo or yceawimana mopox. VI cpasy mpurausacs, 6o-
ACHh Jae JblaTh, YTOOBI He BHIAATH ce0a nepBbiM. CKOpo OH
TIOHSJI, YTO K 3eMJISIHKE M3 Jieca MAYT Joau. Pasganuce cosceM
61u3K0 ux rojoca, H y Ilerbku oGJyserdeHHo paccaabHIuCh ILje-
yu, OH y3HaJ mo rojocaM CeHbky u Anexy. Ceituac m yBHIAMT HX.
Touno, onu.
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IleTbka He ygmepskajca u BBLIETE H3-TIOJ €JKH. HaBCTpedy
pebsaraM.

— Bor on rae!— obpazosaisica Cenpka.— f Tebs Bce yTpO
K4 Ia PashICKUBAJIL.

— OH camoro BaskHOro He BuUaeya. HabGamogatenb!— HaameH-
HO mporoBopmns Ajnexa, miypda riasa Ha IleTbKy.

— UYero BaKHOro?— HauwHAA B3JUTHCH, crupocuy IlersKa.

— A Kak IBOMX JUBEDPCAHTOB YBE3JIH.

— Kaxux?

— damucTcKux!— ¢ NIPOTUBHLIMM HOTKAMH IIPEBOCXOICTBA
paccrasbiBas AJjsexa.— Wx ke Mol 6aTd ¢ TBOUM OpaToM HpAMO
Ha COJAAT, YTO MOCT OXPaHAIT, HOYBI0 BbIFHaAu. llepecrpeska
6plma. Ho aBoux cyOUMKOB B3SJIM JKMBBEM. A, POBOPAT, OB U
mpetuit. Toro umyrt. ¥ M1 uiiem ero ke. Ceifuac oT Mocra BbI-
FOPOAKY HPOYECHIBAaJIN.

— Heyxeaun on sgecs? T're-Hubyas pagoM?— mopasuica
Ilerska. 3socTs U o6uAa y Hero cpasy mpoliau. M oH mpUHAICA
IIOCIIEIITHO PACCKA3BIBATE:

— A g BOH uTO TYT O0HADYXMJI... 3aMOK ¢ 3eMJAHKHU COUT...
IBeps pacnaxHyTra... A Ha TOJY — KPOBB!

— OuH 6b11 TYT!— OPUTIYUIEHHO BCKPUKHYJ AJexa.— Mzl ma-
naJju Ha ciaep!

— Eecrs u cinen,— gobasun Ilernka.

Pebara, ci10BHO Y HHUX OBLIM KPBLAbS, MHMOM OYYTHUJINCH BO3-
Jie 3eMJSHKH.

— TouHeupko!— BocxumaJca Ajexa.— W Ha Tex [ABOUX
camoru ¢ TaKMMH Ke mogMeTKaMH. ToJicTeHHBle TaKle IIOJOINBHEI,
JIUTHIE HJH TiedaTHble. X BCIO KU3HBb HE M3HOCUTE.,

— Bce-ro TBI 3Haeuib... JIuThHIe, mMeyaTHbie...— OypkHya Ilers-
Ka.

— Yro 6ymem nmeaatrs?— cnpocus CeHbKA.

— Hago cpouHO cOOGUIUTE,— KAK O ACHOM AeJe, cKaszasa AJe-
xa,— Ilo6exkanu  conmaram! OHU ceifyac y MocCTa M BAOJE TOTO
6epera pexu. B sacazme, yToGBl U MocJiefHUil BpakuHa He y0Oe-
KaJl.

Ajexa MaxHyJ pYKoO#, IpurJjamias gpysei sza coboil, u mo-
6eskas MO TPOMMHKE B riy0h BHITOpoAKKH. CeHbKa NOrHajicA 3a
HUM, HO oTcraJ, noaxugaa Ilerbky. Tak omum u Gerkanu IO3a-
I Ajexu, KOTOPBIH IIOMHHYTHO OTJIAALIBAJICA U CHUTHAJIUI UM,
yT0o661 npubaBuam ckopocts. Ho Ilerbka GhlcTpo OekaTh He XO-
Tes, 3ajep:kuBas CeHbKY M Bce HE MOr HailTu CJOB, YTOOLI TOY-
Hee BBICKA3aTh cBOM coMHeHHA. HaKoHel IpOroBOPHUJI:

— PacckaxxemM T1Tpo 3eMJISHKY — Ipollajla Hamia TaifHa.
U mue Baetur 3a asepu. Henp3da IIPo 3eMJIAHKY...
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CenbKka cpasy Iepelles Ha Iiar.

— Bepno,— coraacunca on.— Ho uro ke penats-ro? Benpb
TyT Bpar 6pomur. {1 CABIMIAJ, UTO TPOUX JUBEPCAHTOB CEroAHs
HOYBIO C caMoJjeTa BHIGpOCUSIH, 4TOOBI OHU HAIl MOCT B30OpBa-
NH...

Henw3a npo 3eMJsgHKY... HUKOMY,— CTOAJ Ha' CBOEM
Iletbka.— IIpugymaem uTo-HUOYAE, a? :
A uyto0?

— He 3nar moxa.

— HaBaii cHayasa AJnexy OCTaHOBUM.

OHu KpUKHYJIH AJexe, 1 TOT 00epHYJICS K HHUM JIMIIOM.

— Bpi yero!— samunes oH Ha HuX.— Kak mnpegareiu...
IlenuyTreda 3a CIMHOM...

Momuu!— ognunca Ilerska.— Wnm u ckasku, uto o6Ha-
PYKHJI KPOBb IOCepeJuHe BBITOPOJKH. A cjel BUAes Ha IVIMHE,
sosJje GosmoruHKU. Ilonan? Mmul He moiimem, Hekorga. A THI HO-
TOM cpasdy coja ayi. Ho mpo seMJIgHKY cojjaTtaM HUYEro He
rosopu. Bor xorga MBI caMOro IINMHOHA 3acedyeM, TOTAA U [J0JIO-
JKMM IIpo Bce. A ceifyac u 0eXaThb-TO He C YeM, — BJIOXHOBEHHO
(baHTa3UpPOBaJ OH.— 3acMeroT Hac coJygarel. CKaXyT, 4TO 3'ro
Te /:LBoe, KOTOPBIX B NJIEH B3fJH, YCIEJH MOHACIEIUTS. o

A BeirL U B caMOM JeJse...— 3aAyMYHBO cKasaja Ajexa,

— 3acMel0T U IPOrOHAT,— yBepeHHO mnporopopun Ilerbra,—
1 GoJIbllIe He MOANYCTAT K cebe.

— Torza u a He moiiay,— 3aaBuJa AJjexa.— 3adyeM MHeE-TO
no30puThesa. TH 4ero-ro TaM Halled, a MHe KpacHersr? i Ha Ta-
KOe He COIJIaCeH.

ITomm nyuire AeXyputhb,— npedyoxus Ilersrka.— Ecau
€ro OT PeKH IIYraHyT, OH OIATH B 3Ty .CTOPOHY npuzer. Hekyza
eMy 6oJbiIe AeThCsA. M1 MBI MOKEM €ro IoJACTepeyb.

H Bce Tpoe morepHyJaH 00paTHO.

23

Pebara mojouinyu K 3eMJsHKe, YKPBIJHUCHL B €JI0YKaX U CHOBA
8aCIIOPUIIH.
— JHeMm TYT cuieTh HesaueMm!— HacTauBasJ AJexa.

— A xorzga xe? — "Hepmoymenas CeHBKA.

— On He Aypak, He IOIpeTcAa cpeiu Oejla IHS,— PE3CHHO
paccyxnan Anexa.— OH cefiyac B TaKOM MecTe CHUAUT, UTO €ro
it ¢ cobakamu HE HaiiTu. Y f0 IIOAYHOUU He BEIHIET. -

— Iloxanyit, BepHo,— cornacuyca IleTtbka, x0T OBITE- QJ-
1IOr0 MHEHHUA ¢ AJIeX0il eMy He XOTEJIOCE.
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— Yro e Torza aenats? — cupocus CeHEBKA.

— Tbl TONBKO BONPOCH 3ajaelllb, a HajA0 eLle U AYMATh.
INpugem ci0fa HOYBI0O M YBUAHUM, TYT OH WJIH HET,— PA3BACHUI
ceoro MbIcab AJsexa. M Ilerbka omaTs moaymaJi, 4YTO 3TOT 3aja-
BaKka PYHT He BcerZa TIJYIBI.

— Bcé, pe6Gara, pasberaeMcsa HO-TMXOMY, — NMPEAJIOKHUI, KAk
Oyato mpuxkaszan Ajsexa.— A To 6yZeM TYT MasS4YUTHL — OH Hac
NepBEI YBUAUT U yIpsadeTca nojakbme. Torja m3-sa HacC Bce
JleJI0 MOKET COPBaThLCH.

AJjexa nogHsAJCA U C NTUYBUM CBUCTOM ABHHYJICSA 10 KYCTaM
X JKeJesHo#l zopore. [Ipysbs B pasaiyMbe TJSJeNU €My BCJeZ.
IleTbka BBIBOJIOK M3 3€MJSHKH NOPTQeab, KOTOPHLIA Temepsh OHIN
TYT COBCEM He K MeCTy, CIPATAJ €ro B MEJKH# rycroil eJIbHUK.

— A KakK MBI HOYBIO coifiemca?— Bapyr cnpocus CeHbKa.—
Benp TeMHO OyzeT.

— Koueuno, temHo,— ckasan IleTeka.— A MoiXeT, Jyuile
Ges Hero?

— Hexopouro. Bear oH IepBHIE HOYHOE HAEKYDPCTBO IPUAY-
MaJI.

— Janca tebe sror ®yur!— B cepauax mnporosopuin Ilers-
ka.— IlofGexxanu Torxa JOTOHATH, I V3K BHIKY, YTO THI ¢ HHUM Ges
MeHd...

— Jla monHo Tebe, oH Hemaoxoi,— nepebun ero CeHbka, H
ApY3ba HMoGemaliM K KeJesHOl Aopore Hamepepes AuJlexe.

OHu omepeAuJH €ro, MOTOMY UTO Ja’Ke B TaKOe TPEBOXKHOE
BpeMA BHLICMATPHBAJ OH NTHYbH IHE3XOBbA, OLIYNBIBAJ KaKyIO-TO
TpaBY, HACBHCTLIBAJ U He CIICLIMJI.

— Hounio geprauyu opyTt. 1 MBI NO-ZeprauiuiHOMY Jpyr IAPYTrY
6yaeM curHaJuTh. IIOKpUYMM H coiifeMcs,— JeFKO HauleJcd
oH.— JlaBaiiTe MOTpeHUpyeMCA.

Bce Tpoe MpHHAMUCH KPAKATH, IOZPaKkasd KPHUKY Aeprada-Ko-
pocrens. JTH HeyJOBHMBIe NTHILI AeCATKAMU BOJUJIMCE B MOJIO-
Rux oBcaXx. Y opyr pamom, M CABIUIHO, KaK yGeraoT mo 6opos-
AaM, & He YBUAUIIL HX. )

— A Koro MbI U3 B3pPOCJBIX HaiiZeM HOYbIO, €CJH...— TPEBOXK-
"o zarosopus CeHbKa.

— H Gario cpasy pasbyxy,— nmepebun Ajnexa.— Y Hero
JBYXCTBOJIKA KapTeuyplo 3apskeHa. Eciu momajer — HalloBaJl.
OH 1 cerogHAIIHe#l HOYBIO U3 Hee IO MapauroTcTaM najui. He
8aBHAYIO S HM.

— §1 KoapKy m030BYy, y HEro «MeJKalka»,— ckaszaj IleTbka.

— A CenbKy momgeM K YacCOBBIM, UTO y Mocra. Winm kapay-
JHTH BpaxKuHy. Bor ero M OKpy»kaT,— PaJOCTHO IIOABEJ HTOr
Anexa.— IMownau o nomam. KpaTh oxora AOHENb3H.
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On BCKOYMA M 3aCKaKaJ BJOJb HACKINM, HEJENO NOAIPHIFH-
Basd U B3MAXHBasg PYKaMU.

HApy3ss BeIGpanuch Ha IoJie, OTAENAIONICEe JEPEeBHIO OT BAITO-
PoAKM, U yBHUAeJNH, YTO OT Mocrta uieT Koabka. CeHbka cpasy
noGexan K CBOEMY ZOMY, a IleTbKa OCTaHOBMJICA IOZOMXKAATH
6para.

— V¥V nHac kak BoitHa, jga, Konbka?— B0o36yXJeHHO 3aroBo-
pux Ilerska.

— Hoxoxe,— 6ypkayn Konbka.— Ceiiuac BoiiHa Besze gaer
0 cebe 3HATH.

— OJTOT, TpeTMii-TO, 0O BHIrOPOAKE OGPOAUT,— TOPOIHJIICA
Hereka.— K ¢poHTY npopHIBajica, a B ThHIJM IOZAJBIIE YXOAUTH
He X04YeT, IOTOMY YTO paHeH.

— Kro pasen? — cepauro crpocua Koaska.— Ecnu Tebe npm-
CHHUJIOCh, TAK XOTh He Tpemiauck. OTKyZa TH 3Haelllb, YTO paHeH?

— KpoBs BUIEJS B BBITOPOLKE.

— Hy u uto? Maso a1 KTo XOAuJx Aa Hory omapanaji. ¥ ¢
ro6oii Takoe cayuasock. Hajo aymarTs, mpexze uyeM OGOJITATH.
Ilanuky eme He HaBeAU B JIEPEeBHE...

— JHa rouno! I u canex Bupen,— ¢ o6uzmoit cxkasax Ilerbka.
OH He moHuMan, To U KoJbKa IPHTBOPAETCA, YTO HE CJAYIIAeT
ero, To Ju 3Haer Oosbpmie Aa momaJkuBaer. Ho BeJh OH HUYEro
He 3HaeT Npo 3eMJAHKY. He mopa Ju eMy pacckasaTh O Heii?

— Ilomtn pmomoit,— xmypo ckasan Koapka.— ¥ a3pIk gep-
U 3a 3y0aMu, OCOGEHHO IIpU MAaTEPH.

W 6par cnokoifHO 3amiaraJ K AepeBHE, NIPAYA JOMKE BUHTOB-
KM [OJ MBIIUKOI, a cTBOJ npmwkumas K 60Ky. Co CTOPOHBI HHUKTO
0Bl 1 He MoAYMaJ, UTO UAET OH C OPYKUEM.

Marepu noma He 6bLT0. Bparss mooGemanu, u Koabka cuoBa
3acobupaJica Kyza-To.

-— Tpl K MoOCTy, K conjaTamM?-— He YAEPKAJCA OT BOIpoca
Ilerska.

— 1 na pabGory. He ¢daHTasupyii,— OTMAXHYJCA OT Hero
Kospka, cHOBA B3ABIIMCEH 32 BUHTOBKY. OH BBIHYJ U3 Hee 3aTBOD,
JOJITO TJIAes] CKBO3L CTBOJI, HABepHOe, AyMaJ, He Iiopa Jd YHUC-
THUTE.

— Crka’xu-Ka, B KaKOM MecCTe THl BHUAEJ KpOoBb U cien? Pa-
JOM MJIH B Das3HBIX MeCTax?— IIOYTH DPABHOAYIIHO CIPOCHJ OH
ITeTsKy, NpofoIKass 3aHUMATHCA BHHTOBKOI,

— Pazom.

— A rpe?

— Ha Tyr, y OJauKHell ONMyIIKH.

— He moxer 6bITh,— ¢ coMHeHHMeM cKasaa Kosbka' u mozo-
1es K 6paTy BILJIOTHYIO.

109



— Hy-ka noKaku Ha IJIaHe,— IIOIPOCUJ OH ¥ HadaJ GBICTPO
YepTHTH KADAHJALIOM Ha rasere.— BoT skesesHasd jpopora,— IpHU-
roBapHBaJ OH.— DTO MoOCT. 9TO peka. Bor Hamia gepeBHA. A 3T0
BBIrOpPOAKa. Bce nmpaBuiabHO?

— JHa!— ckasan IleTbka ¢ BOCXHIIEHHEM: JIOBKO Ha4YepTUJ
Konapka Kapry pogHBIX Mecr!

— Teneps mokaxxku, rae ciaen?

— 3pech,— ToTYac TKHYJ IajblieM B KapTty IleTbxa.

— He mosxer 6BITH,— emje pas ckasaa Koapka.— Ox me mor.

OBITH 3JECH...
— Ha mouemy? MaJjsio au KyJga B3AyMaJoOCh €My HATH.
— Tax, Tak...— 3aJyM4YMBO Inpuropapusag Kosbka u BAPYT

npukasaj.— Pucyit Tor orneuarok. Cien.

ITeTpka cxBaTHJI KapaHJAIl WM HA4YaJl PUCOBAThH, CTapafAch He
IIPONYCTUTh HU OLHOIO KPY’KO4YKa, HH YEPTOYKH cJjena, KOTophble
celfiuac Tak M CTOSJH Iiepel ero rjasaMu.

— XsBartur,— ckasaa Koipka,— Bce npasuabpHo. Ho Kak OH
MOr HaCJIeAUTh UMMEeHHo TyT? 9To 3ajgava. Cuurait, 4To CJOeAbI
OCTABMJIM U T€ ABOE,— TaK OyJeT BEepHEMH.

— A oHu yxe paHeHBle cpaanch? — crnpocua Ilerbka.

— He suao,— xmypo ckazaa Kosapka u omycTus riasa.

ITeTpKe IIOKa3aJ0ChH, 4TO OpaT rOBOPUT €My HeIpaBAy, OTTO-
ro u orsopauusaerca. Ho Beab Majo JIM YTO MOYKET TOKA3AThCH...

Koabka moxoaus mo usbe eile HECKOJBKO MUHYT, 3aJyMYHBO
Mopiia 06, 1 MOAXBATUJ BHHTOBKY.

— § Teba sanpy. I He BHIIpHIrMBaifi B OKHO, KaK YTPOM,—
IOCYPOBEBUIMM HE3HAKOMBIM T0JIOCOM IIPOroBOPHJ OH.— OnacHo.

Kosawska crporo morsdjesn Ha miuagniero 6para, Ho IleTeke mo-
qyAUIAOCh, YTO CTPAHHO M3MEHHBIINEeCA rjasa HoJBKH IriagiAT He
Ha Hero, KyJa-To Mmumo. EMy craso He mo cebe.

B mopy pesern 6biio IleTbke oOT crpaxa W 0o0uMABI, KoOrja
Konpka BBIIIEJ M 3BAKHYJ Ha KpbLIbUe Kiapouamu. Ilo jpomy
TleTbKa XOAUJ HA IBINOYKAX, NPHUCAYIIHBASACH KO BCAKOMY IIIO-
poxy. B OKHO risjes TOJNBKO M3-32 KOCAKA. YZAaJOCh 3aMETUTh,
4ro 6paT CHOBA HAIpPaBHJICA K COJNZATAM, XOTA M BEINIEJ cCHadasa
Ha 3aJBOPKMH.

IleTpKa MOAYMAaJI, YTO CONAATEL 6yayT HACTyHaTh IIO BBITOPOJ-
XKe OT peKH M JoiAyT A0 ONYyUIKH. A JIuBepCcaHT OyJeT OTCTY-
TaTh, HO JEThCSA €My ¢ ONYIUKM HEeKyZda, U OH MOXeT 3aferxars
B JIePEBHIO, IIPUMETCS II0 3aJBOPKAM H capasM IIapamurses!
MHuoro 6ex MOKeT OH TYT HAaTBOPUTb. EMY BeJb HHUYEro He CTOHUT
# KPacHOro IeTyXa IYCTHUTh, 4 B TAKYI0 Kapy Ja 0e3 MYXHUKOH
JEPEBHIO OT OrHA HE OTCTOATh.

Ho BMecTO cTpamIHOTO IUBEPCAHTA HeTLKa yBuzpes CeHBKY,
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KOTOpBIH [JeJIOBUTO BBIIIEJS Ha KPBLIbIO, NPUIJIAJLEJICA; OH OfT-
TayuBan HoXK. IleTeKa momres B CeHM, OTBICKAJ TaM CBOM IIpHU-
TPATAHHBIH KUHMKAJBUMK U TOME peIIMJ IOAIIPaBUTh y HEro
Je3pre. Pabora ycmokauBajsa ero. Jla M Xopoml OBIJI KWHMXAJb-
YHUK: IVIAHEIIb — AyIla pagyeTrcd.

IleTpka B3APOTHYJ, Korja Ha KpBUJIBIE pasfajuch IIarH
cpa3y HECKOJIBKUX YeJIoBeK. OH CHpATal KHUHMKAJ U IOACKOUYMJI
K KYXOHHOMY OKHY. OTcroza OBbLIO XOpOIIO BHAHO, YTO HA KPBIJb-
e ctout Hosbka M IOKashIBaeT PYKOM Ha ONMIMKHIOI OIYIIKY
BEITOPOJKH, & PAJOM C HUM TpPO€ B BOGHHOH GopMe U C JJIMHHBI-
MM BUHTOBKaMHU. IleTpka o6pajoBajicd: ecau PAJLOM BOODYIKEH-
HBIE coyjaThl U OpaT, TO 4ero X GOATHCS OAMHOKOrO pPaHEHOI'o
Bpara — OHHU €ro JKMBO...

OH ycaplmaj, Kak CHUMAIOT ¢ MpoGod 3aMOK, M UIMPOKO pac-
TaxHyJ ABEPH B IOPHHUILY, CJIOBHO NpHIrJjalllag B Hee I'OCTeM.

M BOoT Tpoe BOEHHBIX CHAAT 34 CTOJOM M IBIOT MOJOKO C
xjae6om. IleTnke IPUATHO, 4TO, BXOAA, BCe TPOe MOB/[0POBAICEH
C HUM, PyKa M cefiyac YyBCTBYET KpeIKHUe COJAATCKHE IOXKaTHd.
OnuH U3 HHUX, KOHEYHO, KOMaHIMp, MOTOMY dYTO Ha INOroHax ¥y
HEro 30J0TATCA Tpu Nodocku. Ilernbka yike 3Hajs, YTO B apMUH
TaKKWe IOJIOCKM HAa3BIBAIOT JbluKaMu. «CepikaHT,— MOAYMaJ C
yBajKeHHeM,— a eIlle COBCEeM MOJIOHOI.

C KoJpKoif conzaTel pasropapuBaji KaK ¢ AAaBHUIIHUM ApPY-
TOM, XBAJHJIH €ro <«MeJKAIIKys, JOM, 6Jarogapuju 3a MOJIOKO.

— Ilopa,— oszaboyeHHO cixasay cepxaHT. I Bce Tpoe moiHA-
JINCE.

— 3JTO He THI JH CJEABl HauIeJ?-— CIPOCHJ OH He'rblcy, XJIOTI-
HYB €ro Io IJjeuy.

— . A 6om6y — BMecte ¢ Cenbkoit,— oTBeTusn IleTebKa H
IOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK 3aIBLJIAJH €ro IeKu.

JobOprie pasBeguuKM Hu3 Bac BHAyT. Pacture ckopee,—
IIDOTOBOPUJI  CEPIKAHT C ynm6ﬁou, HO OBICTPEHBKO OTONIEJ U
¢J0BHO GBI 3a0b11 npo IleThRYy.

Crxopo Koxnbska ysen BoeuHHbIX. IleThbKa He yIepiKaJcsd, BbLIE3
U3 JJOMY U CTaJ YKPaAKOH CAeIUTh, KyJa OHHM HAIMPABJIIOTCA:
I'YMHO, OKOJIHLA... BIM3KO OAI0A3aTh OH GodAJicd.

24

3aTo K Beyepy OH TOYHO 3HAJ, IIe OCTAJHUChL Ha HOYL COJIJA-
Tol. OHu 3asersiu 6iU3 JepeBHU B «CeKpeTax». Hasepuoe, s
TOro, 4TOGbl He NIPONYCTHTH JAUBEPCAHTA, €CJIH TOMY B3AyMaerTcd
nnoiobpaThca K capasam.
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B cymeprax mepep, caMbIM Y:KuHOM LleThbka BCTpeTHJCH C
CeHBKO, 1 OHH JOTOBOPHJNCE UJATU B JIEC BMeCTe IIOCJe TOTO, KaK
BCE YCHYT M NpoiJeT NPUMEPHO 4ac HOYHOrO BDPEMEHH. ¥ CJIOBH-
aucs: CeHbKa YKpoeTcs 3a capagMy Ha ryMHax lleTbKuHO# 13-
6bI, BpeMs OT BpeMeHM OyZeT TPHMIKJbI KPAKATh IO-JepraduHoMy
U XKIaTh, ecau y IleTbKH He Bce cpasy NOJYYUTCA YAa4HO.

Beuep Onisi Bpoje cHOKOWHHEIH. Marp IOneiTajnack BHICIPO-
cutrp vy KoNBKH, 4TO K€ TBOPHUTCH pAJoM C AepeBHeil, HO oH ObLx
HEBO3MYTHUM M Ja’ke HEMHOMKKO BeceJl.

— TIloiiMann KaKHX-TO ABOHUX 0e3 JOKYMEHTOB,— PacCKasbl-
BaJ oH. Ml yBepan: — M xopowmo ciaenand, 4ro noiimaau. bes Hux
CIIOKOiiHee.

— A CcOJZATBHI-TO MOYTO NPHUILJIHN?— BOJHOBAJACh MATh.

— JMIa Mos0oKa AaBHO He NpoGoBayid, TaK A UX YTrOCTHUJ.

MaTs ragjgesa HeZOBepYHMBO, HO OCO0EHHO He BOJHOBAJACH.
Eii, HaBepHOe, O4eHb XOTeJIOCh BepUTH ChIHY. Jla u palioHHad ra-
zeTa cOOOIAaJa, YTO (PPOHT OTOABHUHYJICA AAJIEKO HA 3alaj U 4TO
Terieph HaZo paboTaTh elme Jyuine, 4ToGsrl 00ecIeduTs GPOHTO-
BHUKOB BCeM HEOOXOAMMEIM JAJA CKOPOM M IOJHOH IT0GexbI.

— Tlo#ay K coJgaTaM, IIOTOJKYI0 MaJoCTh, a ThlI cuu. Bec-
NIOKOUThCH Teneph He O 4eM,— ckasan marepu Koaska. U yxe c
nopora zo6asun:— [a IlerbKy BO3BMM B CBOIO KOMHATY, 4TOOBI
oGoum Becesiee OBLIIO.

Konbka NPUTBOPHO 3€BHYJ U BHILIEN B ceHH. MaTh emy yxe
IaBHO BCe paspelllaja U HU B YeM He mepeuusa. IleTbKa HIMBIT-
HYJ 3a HUM, pasraaies, Kak crapmuil 6pat GeclIyMHO LIATHYJ B
KJIafOBKY. 3auHTepecoBaHHHBIH, I[leTbKa IIPOCKOJB3HYJ TyAa Ke
u yBujesa, uro Koapka B3AJ U3 yria BHHTOBKY, Kotropasd ObLia
IPUKPBITA CTApPOH OZEeKIOHU.

— Tul BUHTOBKH Y MeHA He BHJeJ,— CTporo umienHysn llerbke
opar. U1 TyT Ke CJIOBHO pacTBOPUJICA B TEMHOTE.

IleTbka B3rpOMO3JAMJICA HAa CYHAYK, HAKDPHLICA OAEAJOM H
TMIPUTBOPHJICI CIAIIUM, YTOGBl MaTh, He Jail Gor, U B camoM jeJe
He yJIOXKHJIa ero B OgHOH KoMHaTe ¢ coboil.

Ckopo OH ycJbllIaJ, 4YTO0 K HEMY MIeT MaTb. BoT oHa oOT
KpbiJa JBEpb, LIENHYJIa

— Cunuurs, Herpyma?

Hazmo MoauaTe U ABINIATE TJIYGOKO, MeAJ€HHO, POBHO. A MaTh
TPpOHyJIa €ro PYKY, IJledo, IPUIOKUJIa JaloHs Ko xb6y. Ho me
BBIJAN ceOda IleTnka.

— V6erascsa,— cKasajia MaTh M yiina K cebe. B mome Bce
CTUXJIO.

...CeHbKMH KPHMK OKasaJjicd yJIUBUTEJIBHO IIOXOXKHM Ha NOTH-
Yuif, TOJbKO T€M M OTJAUYAJICS OH OT JAEepravuHoro, 4To IPOo3Bydal
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TPH pasa TOAPSAI, a JAepray o6bIYHO KPHUYUT JBaXKIBl ¢ 0OJNBHIOH
naysoii. Ilerbxka saimeseauscda. Jfocranm us-moJ NOAYLUIKM KUH-
JKaJl, HeCABIIIHO BHIIIEJ B CeHH. B JoMe nu 3BYyKa. Buaumo,
MaTh KPEeIKO 3aCHYJa IIOCJe BuepalllHell TPeBOKHOI HOYM.

Bor u saropoga mosagu. M CeHbka BHITISABIBAET H3-3a Ca-
pad.

K BHiropoje oHM IpoGHpajJHCh He IPIMHKOM, a Jaju 0OJb-
L0} KPIOK IO TIOJI0, Ha YeTBEepeHBKAX MoJa3au mo Mexam. Hua-
Ye 610 HEJb3A: MOHAEIIb NPAMO — HATKHEIUIbCH Ha COJJAT, Ja
u Kosabka, HaBepHOe, TaM K€: OCTAHOBAT U OTHPABAT C PYraHbIO
JLOMOIA.

CKopo HayamuCh 3apOCAM KyCTapHHKa, M peGATa MOLIIH B
MOJHBIA pocT. CBepHYJIM K KeJje3HOil Jopore, HAIIAHM y OTKOCA
YEO0OHOe IJisT HaOJJIONEeHUS MECTO M 3aJIeTJIH.

Poca cpasy cmouumna ux pyGaliky u IuTanbl. Jpysssa exu-
Juck, Ho Tepneau. C storo mecra ymo6HO 6blI0 Habmi0gaTh 3a
TIOJIOTHOM JOPOTH, IO KOTOPOMY JOJIMKEH MOofoiTu Asexa, U MOM-
HO OBLJIO 32 HECKOJBKO MUHYT A00eKaTh IO 3EMJSHKH.

Pebsara saTuxuau, oragabiBad Bce BoKpyr. Houb uM Hparu-
Jach, KaK IO 3aKasy Beganach oHa. Mccuns-yepHoe He60 OBLIO
YCHIIAHO 3Be3JaMHU. BHICOKO B IOJKHOH CTOpPOHE BBIPDHCOBHIBAJICH
Y3KUI CepunMK JYHBI, KOTODPHIH BpOJie U HE CBETHI, a YAHBJEHHO
pasraaasiBan semJao. Ceer 3Be3s u JyHBI, KasaJjoch, He JOCTH-
raj 3eMJu, a TepdaJ CHJIY, pPacTBOpAdch IAe-TO B BBIIIMHE, OTTO-
ro BHU3Y, OCOGEHHO B KyCTaxX — CIUIOIIHAsd TeMeHb. BO3Iyx He-
IBUKKMM. 3aTO CJABIIIHO 110 poce Bce, JI0GoH IIOpoX, U JaJieKo
CJIBIITHO.

Heymenblii geprauuHblii KpHUK, IOXOXHI Ha IOKallJMBaHHE,
HEOKHUJAHHO JOHECCS He ¢ JKeJIesHOM Jopord. 3Hauur, AJexa
IIeJI. He O IIIIaJaM, CKpeIBajicg., JIpysbda NOKPAKAJIH €My B
OTBET, ¥ OH OTO3BaJICA, HO YK€ JaJIeKO BIepejM, IMOYTH C OIyIi-
Ku. PeGATa TOPOMJUBO IMOULIKM 3a HUM.

OHu comanch Ha Kpaio BHITOPOJIKHM B KycTaX Bepeca u ofpa-
IoBaJuCh APYr Apyry. OT pockl HX 3HOOHMJIO, M OTTOTO XOTEJOCh
JBUTraThCH, YTO-TO JeJaTh.

— Beramem 1o HoMepaw,—— paciopsamicsa Ajexa, CJIOBHO
OHU OXOTHJIMCH C (Ja’KKaMu HA BOJIKA.— fI CAAY IOA eaKu y
3eMJgHKH, CeHbKa — B JECATH IIAraX OT IMOZ3eMHOTO X0Ja MeK-
Iy KoykaMmu, IleTbka — GJMiKe K ONYIIKe M K JepeBHe, 4TOOHI B
cJaydae 4ero cxopee Jobexartor jgo Opara. A muHe 3a Oateii Ge-
JKaTh He IPUAETCA: OH yeXaJs 3a JpPe3UHOH U BPAL JIM ABUTCA
K yTpy.

Bospaxxare AJexe Apysbs He.CTalM — XOTEJOCh IoOBiCTpee
IPUCTYIUTL K fAeny. OHU pasjgBUHYJIM KOJIOUHii Bepec, 4TOObI
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Pa30HTHCh, H B BTOT MOMEHT €O CTOPOHBI PEKU OAMH 34 APYTUM
OyXHyn U XBAa BUHTOBOYHBIX BEICTpeJa. YTO-TO INPOMHIANO BEI-
COKO Haj, rosiopaMu peb6ar. OT MoCTa [AOHECJHMCH MPUrIYIIEHHBIN
IIyM WU e4Ba pasjau4YuMble rojoca. Eme pas ygapusa BbICTpeJ.
U Bce cruxo.

— 9JTO0 IYyJU HaAJ HAMH IpPOJIETEJIU — B AUBEPCAHTA HAIIK
CTpeJsdaau. 3HAYUT, OH CIOfia OT HUX Gexxur. MUHYT uepes jgecATh
6yzner, eciu He paHbllie,— B3BOJHOBaHHO samentan Ajexa.— ITo
JKeJIe3HOM Jopore UJU IO IIOJIO OH He moiifeT, mobourca. OH ceii-
Yyac Ha BEeMJAHKY JEepPKHUT Kypc, OHa naJs Hero — Bexa. Ho B
3eMJSHKY OH He IIoJie3eT BTOPOil pa3, TaK 4YTO IIJIAH y Hac He-
I paBUJILHBIMH.

— A kax ke 6bITE? — HegoyMeHHO cnpocun CeHbKa.

Anexa 6plJ1 B MHUI)KAKe, 32 MMa3yxoil OH YTO-TO IIPUIEPKUBAJL.
Ho paccmpammsaTs, uTo OH TaM Ipd4YeT, GBLJIO HEKOr/Aa: Heo6-
XOAUMO CPOYHO IIPUAYMATH HOBBII IIJIaH.

— O6cyngum Bce CIOKOIiHO,— sarosopuy Auexa.— Teneps
fACHO, YTO XHEM OH OTJIE)KHBAJICA B BBIropoAxe. Mo:Ker U CHOBa
noiitu k cpoeit 6epyore. Ho rae oma? Begp u mp1 ¢ CeHBKO, u
COJIATHI YTPOM BCE OIJIALEJ]H, OILIYIIaJu, IIPOYECAIL. ..

— A 3ayem emy B 3eMJIAHKY ItoTpeGoBaJjiocs Je3Th? Begb 1mo-
HUMAaJI, YTO HaCJIeIUT,— Hegoymesas IleTbKa.

— Mano s savem. Moxer, emy XpaTh 6blia0 Hewero. OH,
BUJHO, Ccpas3y NOHSJ, UTO 3eMJISTHKA He BOeHHad U IIycTas, OH,
MOKeET, ee 3a morpe6 ¢ TpoBuU3HMel NPHUHSI — BOT M mojes. Hau
OT Kapbl, OT POCHI VKPBIBAJICA, UJAH CO CTPAXy HAUYYIUJ,— BBI-
CKa3bIBaJl cBOM Ipeanosoxenus CeHbka.

— BosmoxkHo, — cornacunca Ajexa. — Ho mer au TyT eine
KaKOTro MEeCTeYKa, KyJa MBI He 3arJisIbIBaJIu?

— PasBe uTo KoHCKoe KJgaabume. Ho Tyjpa Ke HUKTO He XO-
JuT: 3apasa Tam,— ckasaj IleTbKa M CILIIOHYJ,— OTTOrO OHO U
PBOM ODOHeCeHO.

— T'zme oHO? — 4yTH He BCKPHKHYJ AJexa.

— Jla MeTpOB JBeCTH OTCI0[la, €CJIU HANPAMYI0, 3a I[OJIeM, B
MeJKuX KycTukax. Ho Tyza ke u Bpar He IOHIeT,— OTBETUJ
ITeTsKa.

— Tyzga-to on u noitger. Tam u Onlia. Kanp, 4TO paHbIIe
MBI He coo0pas3ujn,— ¢ YBEePEeHHOCTHhIO cKaszayg AJisexa.— Ho Te-
neps eMy — Kanyrt... OTkyaa Jgyuine HabaogaTh?

— [a c onymxku xe!— menuya Ileroka.

— Torpga mouwu! 3ajasKeM miarax B AeCATH OIUH OT APY-
roro. IleperopapmuBaThCcs MNO-AePrauyvHOMY,— IIPUHSAJICA PaCIOPH-
xateca Amexa. W Ilerska BrepBble He 0OOHJeJICS HAa TO, YTO UM
Komanayer dyur.
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Ceunka yske OBLIO moOmIEJ BHIOHUPATH MECTO, KaK BAPYr He-
BAAJH OT HHUX pasfajicsi TpecK. DBLIO ITOXOMKe, YTO XPYCTHYJIa
BeTKA WMJHM IIOJ CAalloroM, HJH B YeJjioBedyecKUX pykax. CeHbKa
OTHPAHYJ K JPY3bAM, U OHU GECIIYMHO JIETJIH.

Botr oH, peuraiomuii momeHT. Peb6ATa HAUPAKEHHO BILJIALBI-
BaJUChL B TEMHOTY, HO HHYEro IIOJO3PUTENHHOrO He 3aMedaJiu.
U Bce ke oHHI OBLIM YBEpPEHBI, UTO PSALOM KTO-TO €CTh — He Tpe-
aT JKe BeTKU caMHu coGoif fa ellie B Ge3BeTpHe.

JdyManocs, 4TO MpoJeTeso yiKe HeMaJo MUHYT. BoH u cep-
UK JYHB 3aMETHO II€PeJABUHYJICS HAJ{ BBITOPOJKOI, yIIeJ Bipa-
BO, K MOCTY U CBETIJI OTTyJa Bpoje Obl cuipHee. [Ipysssa yixe
IMOAYMBIBAJIH CHAeJaTh IepefeKKy K ONyUIIKe, KaK IIarax B Je-
CATH OT HUX KAuYHYJICI M CPas3y BBHINPAMUICS KYCT, HO He 3aMep:
MeJKUe BeTOUYKH elle IoAparuBaji — 32 HHUM KTO-TO OBl
Y Iletpky moGexayyu MYpPAlIKH IO CIMHE, HO OH He HMCIyraicsd.
Asptomat 661 emy ceifuac! Jath OBl IO 3TOMY KYCTy ouepelb —
u Jexy kxoHell. Ho aBToMaTa u Jake <«MeJKAUIKWM» y HEro He
OBLJIO, U OH Kpemue CyKaJl PYKOATKY KHHMKaJja.

Eme nposerenn MuHyTbl. PebsiTa 3aKOCTEHENM OT HENOABUMK-
HOCTH: OOAJHUCH JBIIIATH, HE TO 4YTO IIONIEBEJIUTHCI — KaK He-
JUBBIe Jexxasau. Bce Tpoe OBLIM YBepeHBI, YTO B KyCTax MOMKET
OLITE TOJBKO LUBEpCAHT. VI OH TOMKe PAAAUT U CIYyHIAET, OH ellie
fosplze HACTOPOKEH, BeJAb €My HaJlo yJApaTk U He JAaThk ce651
obuapyxurh. Ho Kyaa ou moiiger?

Heoxugauno ¢ Toro mecra, e HEJABHO CTOAJa 3€HUTHASA
faTapes, JoHecCA XJIOIIOK BBHICTpeJA.

«0T MocTa HallM MAYT 3a HUM ¥ IOHYTHBAIOT,— IIOAyMaJi
ITeTpka,— KakK 3Beps, B JIOBYIUKY 3aUOHAIOT».

N Tyt apysba ysupmeau, Kak U3 KYCTOB BbLIION3JIO YTO-TO
TeMHOe u OechopmeHHoe. IleThbKa TPUNOAHAN TOJOBY: IIPAMO
mepej HUM IIOHMMAJICA TOJICTHIM CropOJeHHBIH uyenoBeK. ['oJioBa
Yy Hero BTAHYTa Oblja B IJedYH, Iepel I'PYABIO TOPYAJO KOPOT-
Koe JyJ0 aBTOMAaTa, OTPasuBliiee Ha MTIHOBEHHE CBeT JyHBI. Ye-
JIOBEK MEAJIEHHO OrJAJEJNICSI M TXKeJo Io0elKasa K OIIyIuKe, KAk
pas K ToMy MecTy, r/ie HaMepeBaJMCh 3aJieyh pebdATa.

Ceityac Ilerbke HUKTO He OoTZaBaJ KoMaHA. OH caM BCKOYMJ
M, CJIOBHO sAILlepUIla, 3aI0JuJ BCJAEX 3a YYKaKOM MEXZY KOU-
KaMu ¥ egoukaMu. Ilosaju OH CJABINIAJ TOJBKO [IBIXaHHE APY-
3eii, BIIepeau — TAKEJble peJKue HIaru.

Bor u omymka. U nosie 3a meil. I'pysHBI# 4es0BEK CHOBa OT-
veTsuBo Gblin BuaeH. Ha, Anexa He omubes: Bpar yXOAMJ IIpdA-
MO K KOHCKOMY KJajO0uuly.

Pebara crpyauauck I1moj IMUPOKUM KycroMm. Onars UM Ipen-
CTOAJIO MEHATH CcBoil maaH. BeaTs 3a AUBEpPCAHTOM IO IIOJI0?
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A Bapyr om oriasHercA? Haske 06A3aTeJbHO OLJSAHETCHA, YBHAHUT
pebAT 1 pe3aHeT IO HUM ouepenblo., TyT KHHMKANBYUKH He II0-
MOT'YT.

— Beru k Opary,— npukaszan Ajexa Iletpbke.— CraXH, 4TO
HaJZo CPOYHO OLleNUTh Kjaazbuime. A MuI O6yJgeM caefuTh 3a AU-
BEPCAHTOM OT KeJe3Hoit goporu. CUrHAJ TOT Ke.

Iletbka He BO3pakas. Bemxasoch JierkKo, XOTA MOKpHIe IUTa-
HUHBI U Meulanu. YKe Ha 0ery OH B3aKpAKaJ IIO-JeprayuHo-
My, 3aMaxaJ DYKaMH, 4YTOOBl He IPHUHSJH €ro 3a JHBEPCAHTA.
W Bapyr xecTkHe pyKM 6paTa, IOSBHUBIIErOCH HEBECTh OTKYIa,
crpabacranu ero. IleTbKa M HMCIIyraThCA He ycCIleJ — CPa3y Y3HAT .
Kouabky.

— damucT... ¢ aBTOMaTOM... H4 KOHCKOe KJaajabume mobe-
Jkay!— 3abpIXasich, NIPEPHIBUCTO IporopopuJ IleTbKa.

— Cam Buzen? — rayxo BcKpuKHya Kosbka u Zade KpemeHb-
KO BCTPAXHYJ 6paTa, BUENUBIIUCH €MY B ILJIEYH.

— W cam... 1 Ceunka, u Anexa Pyuros... OHu Tam... ero
BHICJICKHBAIOT AAJIBIIE...

— Hy, oroasbigr!

Kosabrka Jake HEXOPOIINM CJIOBOM pPYLHYJCA B cepalax 1
TYT Ke KODOTKO IIO-IITHUYBM CBUCTHYJ. K HeMy, npunmazasg K 3eM-
Je, moxbexxany Tpoe BOeHHBIX. BUHTOBKM y HHX OBIJIM Hamepe-
B€C, ¥ AJUHHBIE TOHKHE LITBIKM TadJIHU B TEeMHOTE.

B cuurauHble cekyHABI 00BbsacHUI MM Koabka 0OCTAHOBKY.
U conpartel 6ecmryMHO 1mobexas o 1oJro.

— A TbL.. YTO0BI AyXy TBOEro 3Jech He Ob1JIO!-—CKBO3L 3yObBE
npouexann Konbka, He ckpbiBas 3Ja.— Hemeanenumo powmoit! Ha
Ha Jeda He HapBHUCh, OH Y KpaiiHero capas ¢ 0epaaHKOil CHIMT.

Konpka ToakHynm 6para K JAepeBHe M nobexas JOTOHATH
coagat. U exBa oH oT6GeKAaJ METPOB Ha NATBHAecAT, Kak IleTbka
pBaHyJica ob6paTHO K onyiuke. BexxaJs eine GoicTpee. B BepecoBBIX
KycTax IPHCeJI, OTABINIAJCA YYTOUKY, 3aKpAKaJ.

Emy orosBanaick cpasdy JABa pasHOTOJIOCHIX Jepraya, u 062
C OJHOTO MeCTa, M3 KYCTHKOB, UTO POCJHM MEXIY KeJe3HOH Ho-
poroii ¥ KOHCKHM KJaz0HIIeM.

Jenaa KpPOK K Jopore, YToObl He OKa3aThbCA HA OTKDHITOM
MmecTe, IleTbka moMuaJsica Ha 30B Apyseit. Y Hamlen ux cpaay.

— OH B poB NpHITHYJ ¥ 0OJbIlle He IIOKA3bIBAJICAd,— IIEIHYJI
emy CeHbpKa.

— Hago noxnossatek 6JauKe,— NPeAJOKHUI OCMeJeBIIHA
emie Gospme Ilereka.— Ero ke ceityac oxpyxaTe u 6pats 6y-
AyT. Hago e norasgers...

OHK MOMOJ3IN K OKA3aJHUCh HA YIJIY 3apOCIIEro KyCTAPHHKOM
moJjiororo 3emJAHoro Baja. OTCIOa NPOCMATPHBAJHChL CPasy ABe
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II0JIOBUHH DBa — NIPSAMO M Hanpaso. Kiaabuime saHMMAaJIO KBaj-
partHyio miaomaaky. M ceifuac K IIPOTHBOIIOJIOMKHOI €ro CTOPOHS
JOJIKHB! 61U mogoirtu Kosska U conpaThl.

— A panpime on He ymen? — nrenuya Ilerska.

— Her, yBuznenu 6p1. C Hameil MO3ULUN TOJBKO JepeBHA Obl-
Ja 3axphITa KYyCTapHUKOM. Ho BeJhr B JEpeBHIO-TO OH He IIOJe-
ser,— oro3Baycsa Ausexa.— Tam xe zacaga. Ila oH BooGime Jio-
foro yenoBeka ceifuac Gourcsa. Ou TyT!

M Bapyr paaoM ¢ HUMU -0 PBY, HU3KO IIPUCHYBIUINCH, GBICTPO
mpoures cepxaHT. JleThKa y3HAJ €ro mo JBIYKAM Ha ITOTOHaX.

— Oxpyxuau,— tuxo coobmua Ilerska xgpyspam.— Teneps
€My HeKyJAa mojaThCcid. A HaM HAJO 32 CEPIKAHTOM...

JApyarsa momoJssau BAOJBL Baja OAWH 3a ADYrUM, HU3pejKa 3a-
CAAAKBAA B poB. BOT OHH yKe y TOH CTOPOHBI KJaJOulma, 4YTO
rpauueur ¢ nojseMm. Illarax B JecATH OT HUX BBICHJICA XOJMUK
M3 JEPHOBUHEI M BBIKOPYEBAHHHBIX € IIOJA KyCTOB. XOAUJ CJIYX,
YTO B XOJMHKE JHChbA HOpa, U He nycrasg. OgHako ceituac 6GBLIO
He Jo Jucel. I'masnoe — HaGmogenne! Ho Kak HAa3JI0 HUKOro He
OBlI0 BUAHO, IIpoIaJl [Ja’ke Ccep:KaHT. JleTbka IIPOCUTHAJIUJ
APY3bAM, 4YTOOLI OHUM OCTABAaJIUCh HA MECTE, H IIPOJBUHYJICHA MeET-
POB HA IATH BIEpPEN.

TyT-TO OH 4YyTh He IIOMEpP OT CTpaxa, IIOTOMY 4YTO Ha €ro
TOJIYI0O HOTY JIeTJIa YbfA-TO JKEeCTKasd ropsdyasa JajoHb. Hora Owina
coKaTa Jo ocTpoii 6osu. Ecam 3To Bpar, oH ceivyac HaBaJHUTCHA
Ha IlerbKy Bceil cpoeit Tymeit u npnayuur. IleTbxa pepHyJcs
y10 661710 cuy. Ho TobKO HOC yumIud o 3eMJIIO Ja HOTe CTaJIo elne
©0osibHEE, YYTh HE BHIBUXHYJI.

— Ceiiuac xe aomoit! ITossxom! Muaue mpucrpesnio! — ycisl-
11aJ1 OH SAPOCTHHIN ILIEIIOT M YBUAEJ, KaK GJH3KO K IlepeHOoCHIie
NMOJOABUTAETCA JAYyJIO HaraHa ¢ 4YepHOI JABIPOYKON IIocepeiuHe.
Ho 3a HaramoM 6blJIa pPyKa C KpacHOapMeiCKOil Iyrosuuei Ha
ofumare pykasa, M ellle YyTH JaJjblle €ABa Pa3jHYNMO CBETH-
JIUCHh JIEIYKH.

«Cepxaur!» — ob6pajgoBayca IleTbka. ¥ Hero cpasy xe OT-
JIErJI0 OT CepAlia, HO ObIJIO ACHO, UTO BOEHHbIe B TAKHX CJAy4Yadx
"e myTar. «Bce,— Tockysa, mogyman on.— Hajgo yxoawrs, a TO
CBAMKYT M DOT 3aTKHYT KJANOM. A IOTOM Y JOCTaHETCH...»

On nocayiso u GuICTPO IMOIOJI3 K AEePEBHe, CAepXXUBad APOXb
U BexJauneiBas. B apyspg KyZa-To nojesajuch. Xpabpelsl...

Ho apyssa 65lau pAZOM.

— 3to 7o, Ilerbka?— ycaslmman OH K3 OOpO3ABI LIENIOT M
ysHaJ CeHBKY.

— §,— uyTp He BCAyX cKasan osauBmuiics IleTbxa u CcKa-
TUJICA K pedaraM B 60pos3ay.
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— Kro Ha Te6a Hamax-ro? — samenrtan Ainexa.— He pusep-
caHT?— W TyT e HayaJ oONpaBALIBaThCA: — He BHAHO Ke HH-
yero! Me1 nogymasn, pas T He KPUYHIIb, 3HaAuYUT, Koapka TeGs
cuanajJ M AoMoi TamiuT. Bor u pemmau 3abesxaTe Bnepez, octa-
HOBHUTH €ro, YrOBODUTH, YTOGHI II03BOJNJ HAM OCTATBHCH...

— Crpycumn! Tak U cKaKuTe,— pasfpaskeHHO ILIMIIEI B OT-
BeT IeTpka.— A MeHS CEpPIKAHT UYTh HE PACCTPEJANL...

— Her yx, momoii MBI He noifaeM,— 3axopoxopuycsa Auie-
xa.— Crospxo pexkypmiau! JuBepcaHTa BBICASAMIM. A mpuilej
CaMBI¥I HHTEPECHBIHf MOMEeHT — 1 B oTcraBKy? Her, He BHIizer!

— Ilomm B 3emasgHKy. Tam XoTh cyxo0,— npeamoxua CeHb-
ka.— Hac Temeps Bce paBHO 6JH3KO He MOANYCTAT. TaKk XOTh He
B I'pasH OyJeM BaJATHCA.

— Toman,— cornacuiuca Ileropka.

K onymke mpubamixanncs kopoTkumu nepebesxkamu. Ocra-
HOBMJIMCEH HEPEBECTH AYX YiKe 3a enxamu. OOGMBLIM pOCOIL wuc-
NayKaHHble TJIMHOH pyKuU. K 3eMJIgHKe He CIHEIIHJH: XOTEeJOChH
Y3HATHh XOTHA Obl YTO-HHOYXB.

JnuHHas aBTOMaTHAsd ouepeAh M OTYASHHBIE Kpuk KoOJIbKu
32CTaBUAN HX B3APOTHYTH. CTpensanu Bosje Kaagouia. W meaan
3TO, KOHEYHO ’Ke, AUBEPCAHT, IIOTOMY YTO TOJBKO y HEro OBl
aBromar. Ho oTuero Tax saxpuuan Koapxa?

— V-y, raa! — pyraynacsa ckBosp 3y6el Ilerbka, CHOBa mpej-
craBiasasa cebe rpysHYIO crop6ieHHYI GUrypy Bpara ¢ KOPOTKHM
AYJIOM Y JXHBOTA.

Ha knapbumne nmozusasace BuHTOBOYHAS nasanba. IIyau 1oKa-
JU MO eJKaM JaJIeKO JieBee TOr0 MeCTa, rje IPUTUXJIH pebsara.
IlenukoB «MeJKAIIKH» CABIIIHO He Gbl0. 3aTO T'YyJIKO CTYKHYJIH
JiBa BBICTpeJIa B CE€PeJUHE BHIOPOAKH. XJIONMHYJ 3BOHKHUM BBICT-
peJa y KpaiiHero capas.

«3T0 congatel u Zen. IMuas ocrpacTku. O6J0:eH BpaskUHA €O
BCE€X CTOPOH»,— moaymaJj IleTbka.

— Apromar momuut. ITo-moemy, AuBepCaHTa VyiKe B3SJIH,—
menHysa AJjexa.

— A 370 KTO?— 4uyTh He BCKpUKHYJa CeHbKa, IpOTATUBas
BIIepe], PYKY U TOPOIA APYy3eil B3rJISHYTH TYyZa.

IIo mosto MMMO HHX HEYKJIOXE, HO OBICTPO JBHMIajiach Ta
Ke depHas ¢urypa.

— Ou! Ba XelesHYI0 JOPOry XodYeT YJIHU3HYTb, — TPEBOYKHO
npounlenran Ajexa, NOMIAPDUB 3a IIa3yXoil, HO TaK HHUYEro M He
pocTaB oTryga.— Hano 6parte ciaen. ITo poce ox BHiEH.

Ho tyr ¢ keye3HOil AOporu JOHECJOChH MO3BAHUBAHUE MOTOP-
HOil APe3WHbI, U Y3KU JEyY daphl IpolIecs o I0JI0, 3aeB HOrH
AWUBEPCAHTA.
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JuBepcaHT TOANPHITHYJ, CJOBHO €ro yXaJnJu B ISTKH, H
MOBEPHYJ K OIylliKe, NIpaMo Ha pebar. Ouare 3a0yxXaju BBICT-
peJBl B BBITOPOJKe, Y KOHCKOro KJaabuima. KopoTKo M 3BYYHO
IpoTaTaKaJj IIyJIeMEeT ¢ APE3UHBI.

— K semnanke!— uyTh He saBonusa Asexa. Jla u 6w1j0 4Yero
ucnyrarbesa. Ilyau ceucrenu pagom.

«1 puBepcaHT TyJa Ke 3saABUTCA. Temeph eMy He 3a 4YTO
3alelIUThCA, KpoMe KaK 3a 3eMJAAHKY. Jlopory K Heif OH 3Haer.
[ Hero oHa BCe K€ YKpelljieHWe. DBygeT oOTCTpeJuBaThCA U
orbuBaThCH rpaHaTaMH 4epes ABeph, a IIOTOM BhIGepeT yIOOHBIHR
MOMEHT M yJepeT uepe3 IOA3eMHEIN XO[...>— JUXOPaJOdYHO IIPO-
Hecnuchk B IleTbKUHOII ToJIOBe AOTrajKH, KOrJa OH copsaJjcd C
MecTa BCJIeH 3a JPY3BAMU.

B TeMHy10 IIacTh 3€MJIAHKM OHH He I0Jie3au. IleThKa HacTOSJI
Ha TOM, 4YTOOBI 3ATAUTHCA IO €JKAMHU U IPOAOKATH HalII0IE-
Hue. CeHBKa TOTYAC 3ajer IIarax B IATH OT Jpyra Iof
enRy

A 5 cnymycs., 3HOOUT MEHS CHJBHO,— CKa3aJ, c'ryqa 3y-
6aMn, Anexa.

«Tpycur,— 6e3 znopazgcrsa ormerusn Ilerbka.— Hy u mnyers
orarvixaeT. Baroem ¢ CeHBKOI HaTemxHee».

Taxesnple margy U HIYyMHOE [ILIXaHHE DasfaJIUCh COBCeM Df-
gom ¢ ITetbkoil. B To ke MrHOBEHMNE JYUYHUK CBeTa yIilaj B 4ep- -
HBII 3eB ABepeii, n ToTYac 6a6aAXHYJ TIYXOH BBICTpeJ.

— A-al — pasganca U3 3eMISHKH O0JIESHEHHBIH KpHK AJexu.

Maliy roTT!— DPUTNYLIEHHO PABKHYJ HE3HAKOMBIH XPHII-
Jiplii roJsioc. UrTo-To. rpysHoe ¢ IIYMOM H JA3rOM yIIaJlo Ha CTY-
TIeHBKH.

3akMypHuBIINCh, IleTbKa 6pocuscad CKBO3L €JKH TyHAa, IIe
TOJIFKO YTO IPOM30IIJIa KOPOTKASA CXBATKA.

ITepBoe, uTO OH yBHMAEN, OBIJIa OrpoMHAS PACTONLIPEHHAS IIf-
TepHA, KOTOpadA CYJAOPOMKHO C/KHMMAaJach U IIOXJIONILIBAJIA IIO 3€M-
Je, CJOBHO CTapajiach HAIyHmaTh YTO-TO IOTEPAHHOE, a PAIOM
¢ Hel TYCKJ0 IIOOJIECKMBAJ ILJIOCKHiT aBTomaTt. Ilerska crpabac-
TaJI €ro M INBLIPHYJ Yepes eJIKMH.

Ho B sToT XKe MOMEHT OH MOJYYMJ 3BEHANIHHA yaap B .noﬁ
Ha mruosenme om mepecras coobpakarts. Ho ToTyac IOHAJ, 4YTO
ero oT0poCUJIO K OH 3aCTPAJ B €JIOBBIX JlAMKax. A pmmM Jjia
BO3H{, U B 3¢MJIAHKE KTO-TO BBLJI TOHKHM T'OJIOCOM.

1 Bapyr paspanca rpyObiii KoMbKHH OKPUK :

— Xenge xox! Pyxu, ran!

Brino capirHo, Kak KoJabka COPBEITHYJ ¢ KPBIIHM 3€MJIAHKH
K JBepAM, a Yepe3 MTHOBEHHE Pa3faBajoCh TOJNBKO LIYMHOE Jbl-
XaHue.
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IIpeBosmorasi Gons, IleTbka mogayics Bmepes, rojioBa €ro BBI-
CTaBHJIACh U3 €JIOK.

Ha jecenke komomuiaca Kospka: CKJIOHHUBHINCE HAJ IIOBED-
JKEeHHBIM BPAroM, OH 3aKPY4YHBAJ €My 3a CIIMHY PYKH.

IleTbke MOKa3aJI0Ch, UTO K 3€MJIAHKE CO BCEX CTOPOH GeXKuT
MHOKECTBO JIIOAEH.

— Croga!— kpukuyn Koaska.— JKuspeM B3SIH.

Ilerska ofpasoBaHHO TpHNOAHAJNCH, BeINpaAMHJA Horu. Ho ro-
JIOBA ellje ryjesa, NPHILJIOCh YUENHTHCA PYKOM 3a BeTKU. U TyT
OH yBHeJ ¥y c¢BouX HOr CeHBbKY, KOTOPHIi, C)XABIINCh B KOMOYEK,
3a4eM-TO TIPHAEPKUBAJ OAHY DPYKY JAPYroifi M THXO CTOHAJ.

Konbka pBIBKOM MNOJHSAJ HA HOTM CBA3aHHOro Bpara. Tor
TIIOKAYHYJCS, YHal Ha KoJeHHu. JIuio ero 6BLI0 3aJIUTO YeM-TO
YepHBIM, He NMOHMeEIllb, I'PA3bI0 UM KPOBBIO. A Tepex HUM C BHH-
TOBKaMH HATlepeBeC YK€ CTOSJIH BOCHHBIE.

‘— JIloBegem x mocty. Ceifuac Ke, — HErPOMKO CKas3aJ cep-
sxkaut. OH mojolies K MJIEHHOMY BIIJIOTHYIO M HauvaJ OOBICK.

— Tak, Tak,— IpUrOBApMBAJ OH, BHITACKMBAS U3 KapMa-
HOB AMBEPCAHTA I'paHATHl U YKJaApIBasg HxX Ha TpaBy. OH BBIAEp-
HYJ M3 HOXEeH M HIUPOKHI kKuHkaJy Bpara. Ilogymas, oruenmna
U HOMKHbBI, CKA3al:

— M sro npuroaures.

HuBepcaHTa TOJNKHYAM B CONHHY. OH NOAHANCH ¢ KOJEH W,
npuxpaMbIBasi, CAejiaJ HECKOJAbKO HIaroB Breped. IleTeka ycmen
pasTaafersh, 4To co jg6a ero crexkasa Kposb. CONZATHI OKPYIKUJIN
TIJICHHOTO M TOBEJIH €r0 B IJIyOb BHITOPOAKH.

— Bce au nensi?— TpeBoxxkHO crnpocus Koabka, pasbiCKUBasg
riaasaMu pebar.

— Brinesaiite, repoaM ymu He AepyT!— Ha BCAKHI ciayyai
BeCceJ0 KPHUKHY,JI OH M TPHIOAHAJA JANKy 6auskueidr enrku. O
TYT K€ HATHYJCA U NUOJHSAJ C 3€MJH INPOXOJroBAaTHIM IpeAMeT,
M3 KOTODPOro BADPYr BBHIPBAJICA CHOI OCJENHTEJBHBIX Jy4eil,

— Donapuk! IneKkTpudecknit,— nporosopua Kosbka, He CKpPHI-
BaA pagocTu.— BoT u tpodeii! ’

IleTpka KamAAHyaA ¥ mIarHyJa K 0Opary, 3aXMyPHBOINCH OT
cBera.

— V¥V 1eba Toxke QoHaph,— HeogoOpuTeAbHO cKasaa Koias-
Ka.— Bo Becsr 7106 cuser. Cumraii, uTo mosesyno tebe. O ObI Uy
TeGA MOr M AYX BBIOUTb. A ¢ [APYrMMHU-TO HHYEro He CTPHAC-
Jocs?

— Iloiinem k CeHBKe, OH UYEro-TO JIEKHUT,— 3ATOPOIIHJICH
ITerbka. Ho Cembka caM mozomien K HUM, cKasaJg THXO, MOp-
mack or 6oau:

— Mp=e pyky... Kamercsa, HacKBO3b...
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Kosska mopbIBHCTO IIArHyJ K HeMy, 3aCy4us DYyKaB, OIVIA-
nen pany. Tyt u IlersbKa HOHsJI, YTO JpPYr HocTpajay OoJblie
Hero. 3 paubl mo pyke Gexaja KpoBb. HoJbKa, ONyCTHUBUINUCH
Ha KOJIGHM, PA30pBaJl C TPECKOM KAKOH-TO CBEPTOK, AOCTasn OUHT,
JIOBKO CKPYTHUJI M3 HETo JKIYT U TYro 3aTaHyJ ero Ha CeHbKUHONI
pykXe BbINIE JIOKTS.

Pyxa y CeHbKH moTeMHeJa, HO KPOBb OCTaHOBUJIACK.

— BospHoBaTOo, HO Tepnu,— npurosapusaj Koabka,— 3a-
JKUBET, KOCTh IleJla — 5TO TJIABHOEe,— a €aM yMeJio OMHTOBajJ pa-
Hy. CeHpKa MINIIEJ] CKBO3bL CTUCHyThle 3yObl, Kak Iycb, HO HE€
KpHUYat.

— Kax T1ebs yropasauno-to? — cupocus Koawska,— Jusep-
caHT cagaHya?

— Ha mer Bpoje...— caaleim rosiocom orBetua CeHbra.—
Kaxerca, cam HanmopoJsica B TemHoTe. Ho Bce 3Xe s ero mapy pas
CTYKHYII.

— Yem?

— A xomxom rauusl. Ilo guny. Huage Ou1 om IleTbry cia-
naj. {1 Bujesn, KaK OH HAa HETrO BLI3BEPUJICH...

— A TBI Yero oyepTA TOJIOBY CYHYJICA?— CTPOrO CHPOCHI
Koaska 6para.— C roJsIMu-To pyKaMu Ha TaKOTO...

— DBemxars, uTo au, oT Hero? — obugenca Ilerska.— Krto-TO
Belb cTpendaa B Hero. OH ynaja. d ¢ kunxaaom ¥ Hemy! Toabxo
He yCIeJ M JOTPOHYTBCA OO Hero. A ero aBromar A 3abpocui.

— Kypa?— momentansHo crapocusa Koaska.

— Bon Tyza sa enxu. OH k¥ Hemy Y& TaHyjaca. C aBToOMaToM
OH OBl Hac pasorsaj, — Bo30yIKAeHHO BhICKasbIiBajca IleTeKa.

Konbra 6Gpocuiscs 3a enxu, BEAOYMI (OHapuir. Pebara To-
JKe BBIOpasiuCh U3 4aIUIbl U YBUAEJH B TPaBe I06JECKUBAIOIIUIT
OT poCHI YepHBId Bpaskeckuii apromar. Koabka mpuces Haj HUM,
HO B PYKU B3sJ He cpasy. HaBepHoe, 1 OH BHJeJ TaKoe OpYyXKHe
BIEPBBIE U He 3HAJ, KaK ¢ HUM obpalaTtscs.

OH orman ¢oHapuk IleTbke um Besenr cBeTUThb., OCTOPOKHO
B3sJI aBTOMAT, JepiKa ero CTBOJOM K 3emJje. Oriaazes 3aTBOD
U OTBEJ €ro Hasaj. 3aTBOp BhIpBajcA u3 HKOJBKHUHBEIX PYK U
menkHys. Kosbka Ha)aXl Ha CIOycKoBoii Kpiouok. IleTbKa
B3ZPOTHYJ M 4YyTh HE EBHIPOHMJ (DOHADUK — TAK pe3aHyJaa CJIYX
ouepelb. OT 3eM M, KyJa YILIH NOYJAM, 3aCTPYUJCA CUHUIH IbI-
mok. Hospka mourapus pykKo# ¥ He cpasy, HO BCe K€ OTCOefu-
MHJI OT aBTOMATa MarasuH, CYHYJ €ro B KapMaH. Ellle pas HaskaJ
na CHYCKOBOIN KPIOYOK — M TYT K€ TPECHYJ OJANHOYHEIN BBICT-
peJ.

— Ilopagok,— cxasan Koapka u 3abpocus aBToMaTt 3a 1Jie-
0. OH B3an y IleTbKu (poHAPUK M HAYAJ CBETHTH BOKDPYT 3€M-
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JIAHKH, PasriadibiBasg TpaBy H ejkH. Ho 6oJbllle HUYero He Ha-
LIeJI.

OH marHyn K JieCeHKe, OCBeTHJI TO MECTO, IAe HEeCKOJbKO MHU-
HYT HagzajJ wiia 6opb6a, U NOJHAJN CO CTYHEeHBKH IleTbKMH KUH-
XKa.

— UYUpa caMogesKa?— CHPOCHUJ OH.

— Mosd,— He cpasy npusHainca Iletska. KonbKka mnposen
najblleM N0 KJIUHKY — Ha NaJjblie 0CTaJach KPOBb.

— Bor ara urpymka CeHBKMHY DPYKY NIPOTKHYJA,— CEPAMTO
cKasaJ oH.— J[UBepCAaHT CBOEr'o HOMKA He BhIHMMAaJ. Brepex Bam
HayKa — TJAJeTh HaJo...

Pebara pacrepsuno monvanu. Ilereka mouyBcTBOBad ceba
Kpenko BUHOBaTEIM Iepen ApyroMm. «IIpas Koawpka,— pgyman
OH.— { cyHyJcs K 3TOMY € HOMOM, [OJjieTesJ OT Hero, a CeHb-
Ka OpBIrHYyJ Ko MHe. VI HamopoJsica. Hexopomio Kak BBIIIJIO...»

— A xTO M3 Bac crpensan-ro?— crporo cmpocusa KoJuaska.—
M3 ugero?

° — A passe He TeI?— cnpocus IlerbKa.

— $§I He ctpensn. Ia U 3BYK y «MeJKAIIKW» He TOT.

— Heyxro Anmexa?— usymuncsa Iletbka.—A rae ou?

— Bor umenHo, «rge»?— mepeapasuusa ero Koisbka, cHOBa
pasapaskadcs. OH eme pas o6Bes GHOHApUKOM MOJAAHKY, IIOCBE-
THUJI Ha JBePb U GBICTPO HBIPHYJI B 3€MJAHKY.

¥ IleTbKU CcTasI0 COBCEM CKBEPHO HA AYIHIe: HY KaK OHM MOI-
a1 3a0BITH NIpo AJieXy, KOTOpBIM, MOJKET, PaHeH, a ToO U yOwur.
Begr oH samen B 3eMAAHKY, a IIOCJie BBICTpENa B Hell KTO-TO
ckyauja. 1 guBepcaHT Tyga MeTHJ...

JApysbd OpUABUHYJINUCH K ABEPAM, CTAJM TIALETH BHYTPb
gemasankn., CHavajla OHH pPa3JMUYUAH TOJBKO oudepraHusa Koab-
KUHOI ¢Gurypsl, 3aTeM — KPOBb HA IOJY H ellle 4Yepe3 MrHOBe-
HUEe — PAcCHJIaCTABIIEroCA TYT e Auexy. JIMio ero yTKHYJIOCh
B 3eMJII0 U NOJ HHM 4YepHeJa JYKHIA KPOBH.

— Cgetu!— tuxo npukasan Koapka OpaTy, BHOBb OTAaBaf
emy cdouapuk. U Iletbka ApoXamMMH PYKAaMM HaAIpPaBUJ JYyY
Ha Auexy. '

Kospka omymnan gagoHAMM AJeXHMHY Tpyadb, yOeguICcsA, 4YTO
cepaue Owvercs. ITorom nmpumogHAa Ajexy M yCaguJ ero CIHHOH
K creHe. ToT 3acronas. Bce auuo ero GpLI0 3aXHTO KPOBBIO, OHA
cTeKaJla M C KHCTU IIpaBoif pykKH. Kosbka cHOBa cXBaTHicH 34
OuHT.

— Ilycraku, ccaguHbl,— onpefeans oH.— Ho u oxor Ha
pyke. Oruero 6p1?

— DBeru mamoum B poce,— npukasan ou Ilerske, mnogaBas
€My KOMOK CMATOro GHHTA.
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Iletpka obGepuysca murom. Koabka cMbla ¢ AJIeXUHOrO JUIA
KpoBb. Ho OHa Bce elle coyujach H3 TpeX paHOK Ha J0y U
mIeKax.

— T'nasa uensr,— paccyxpgan Koapka.— Ho kKak ke ero yro-
paszuao? Yem?

OH BBIIPAMUJICA, CTYKHYJICA TOJIOBOH O MHOTOJIOK. U TyT Xe
Tnpuces, MOAHUMAHA C II0Ja IOJMKUTAJIKy C pPasopBaHHBLIM CTBO-
JIOM.

— Bce scHO,— cKa3aJ OH.

OH MBBIpHYJI HMOJMKUTAJIKy B yroJ, B3Aa Ajexy 3a mojgbopo-
JOK I CJerKa MmOTpAC eMy roJioBy. AJiexa B3IZOXHYJ, OTKDBLI
rjaasa, AEepHYJICH.

— Csou,— ycrnokausawuie mnporosopus Koabpka.— Cugu TH-
xo0. 'ne Goaur, Kpome pykKu u auna?

-~ Hurge He 6OJMT, JMIKET TOJBKO,— MUCKJIUBO OTBETUJ]
Anexa.

— Moskemib cuMTaTh, YTO B JHBEpPCAHTa THI IIOIAJ,— IOJ-
Gompus ero Konpka. — ¥ Hero Toske ccaiuubl Ha Ji0y. Bexb THI
B Hero CTPeJIAJ U3 MOYKUTATKI?

— §,— nmoutu Ge3sByuHO cKasaJy Anexa.

— Ho B ceGa Tbl OoJpbllle MHOIAJ, YeM B Hero,— HEOOHZHO
nporosopus Konpka.— [la magHo y:K, nobeguteseii He CyAAT.

— A rge oH-To?— c TpeBoroit cmpocun AuJexa, IBITAACh
BCTaTh.

— OH yxe cmaH TyHa, KyZa cJjeayer,— oTBeTHJ -Koaska u
cripocua : — U ATH-TO MOKeIn?

Anexa ue orBetur. OH, LenasasaCh 3J40POBOIl PYKOil 3a CTEHKRY,
HOPOBHUJ IOAHATHCHA, HO y Hero He moJaydaniocb. Koipka MmojAxBa-
THUJI ero IOoJ MBIUIKH, ITOCTABUJ HA HOTH.

— TosnoBa Kpyurcsa, — ckaszan AJexa, IoKauHyJcd u Gec-
CUJILHO CeJI Ha 3eMJIAHYIO JIaBKY.

— Tlocuagun MHHYTOUYKY,— ckas3an Kospka U BbIIleJl HaBepX.
OH ornagen 3BesgHoe HeGO, OCTAHOBUJ B3IVIAM Ha CEpIUKe JYHBI,
MOBEpHYJCA AULOM K BOCTOKY. HeGo OBLIO MO-TIpEKHEMY Uep-
HBIM 4 JIMIIb BO3JIe 3BE3] OTJIUBAJIO CUHEBOM.

— CenbKa, JOijellb J0 IOMY OAUH? — CIPOCHUJ OH.

— Hoiny.

— Hy u crynaii, a To 3amMepsHenib. Thl KPOBU HEMAaJO HO-
TepsaJi. Ecau ecTh B AoMe ¥HoX — 3ajyeili UM paHy CKBO3b OHMHT,
He pasMaThiBad ero. A B [JepeBHe ULIYMy He IOAHMMai, MOJYU
cebe. IlepeBasku Oyay menars d.

— A BpI?— cmipocus CeHbKa.

— M=u noramum Anexy. EMy Hajzo JoMa OTJIEKHUBATHCH.
Ortel ero yxe BepHYJICA Ha Ape3UHE.
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— BossmuTe TOrga TayKy, OHA TYT, B KYyCTax,— CKasaj
Cennka.

KRonbrka oraajesn BoIkaueHHy!0 IIeTbKOIl TaukKy, pasMoTas Be-
PEeBKY M TOJIOKMJ Ha JOCKHM OXamKy XBopocra. CeHbKa Bce eille
He yxoauj: HaOsrozas. AJexa Hadaa OpeauTs. Pyxku ero 6Ges-
KUBHEHHO cBecuUsuch ¢ Tauku. KoJbKa NpUBH3aJl ero M Jerko
IOMHAN MOpPYYHU Tauku. OH elle pas Brasjescsa B Juumo AJsexu
U OBICTPO IOKATHJ TAa4Ky II0 JaBHO U3BECTHBIM €My TPOIHHKAM.
ITerpra men pagom, saberas Blepel, OCBelllay yXabbl U KOYKH...

Koapka nmoBes Ajyexy 70 caMoro Kpeuablia U Ha PYKaxX BHeEC
B IOM. ’

ITerpka maas Opara Ha yaune. M HeMaJo HIPUILIOCEH HKIATH.
Buaumo, Kosipka BCe 06CTOATEJIBHO paccKasblBas PYHTOBY-CTap-
memy.

Ha o6parnom nyrtu taury xatua Iletexa. TosoBa y Hero
yixe He 00JeJsia, TOJLKO HIMINKY Ha J0y moiguneiBaso. CKopo K
6paThAM BEpPHYJIOCH BOBOYKAEHHOE COCTOSHUE, BBI3BAHHOE IIpe-
cjaelOBaHUEM JUBEPCAHTA M CXBATKOH C HUM.

— 38poporo y Hac moayuuiock!— paceyxpan Ilerska.— Ta-
KOro rpoMujy cuanaan!

— Eme 61 MuHyTa, ¥ OH ObI BaC, KaK KOTHT, IepeayImnI,—
xoyogHo ckaszaJj-KoJabka.

— Hy, ga! Anexa ero, HaBepHOe, CHUJIBHO pPAHUJ. A MBI Obi
ero moAMAJIN,— He yHumaJica Ilerska.

— «Ilogmsaau 6v1»!— HacmewnuBo mosropun Kospka.— Ha
BB ke 06a ¢ CeHBKOIl B OZHY MMHYTY BBIIIJIA M3 cTpod. Asexa
cam cebda 4yTh He 3acTpesui. Ecau OB He s, TO He 3HAK, YTO
6bI OT BaC U OCTAJIOCh...

— A CcOommaThHI-TO C CEPIKAHTOM IIOUEMY OTCTAJN?

— OHu B3pHIBYATKY HAIJIN BO DPBY, 3aMELIKAJICHL MAaJOCTb...

— A TBI yYero 3aKpHyaJ IocJe TOH ouepexu u3 asroMara?

— BaKpHYHIlb, €CJH U3 JIHMChEH HOPHI B ymop majuar. Kenky
¢ MeHa NyJaMH cOmIo.

ITeTbKka TOJBKO ceHuac yBHAEJN, YTO OpaT HPOCTOBOJIOCHIH,

— ¥x Tei! Ha BOJIOCOK, 3HAYUT...

— Bor mmenno... Kak u y Bac... Ho u ou mepenyranca. Hax
Takoro crpexaya u3z Hopbl! Ero tam MOXKHO OBLIO YJIOXKUTB Cpa-
3y, HO OBl IpuKas 6paTh KUBOTO....

— A MBI-TO XOTeJH TOJILKO BEICJIEIUTH €ro, Kak Thl ¢ DPyn-
TOBHIM BeJIeJI, 4 IIOTOM Y& 0GekaTh K BaM UM paccKal3aTh,— OIpan-
aeiBaJsica Ilerepka.— 9To Anexa yropop Hapymui. Mbl u He 3Ha
Ju, 4TO0 y Hero noxaskuranka. He poroBapuBaitich IIE€PBBIMH Hi
HEro HamajzaThk. A THI-TO KaK mogocres?

— 38a mum mweJ. Jla 1 Baure paclosOXeHUe 3HaAJ BCe BpeMd.
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ToabKO Aypak He AorajaJjica Obl, YTO DTO He Jepradyu OpyT, a BHI,
Tpoe CHIUIUKOB,— ¢ ycMmemkoii ckasan Kouaska.— §I gaBHO 1o-
HAJd, 4YTO BBl B Iepod BBIATH 3aiyMaJjd, A MPUUIJOCH Bac BbI-
pyd4aThb.

— A kax THI ero ckpyrun? Tvl B Hero CTpessj U HeT?

— Her. OH cam cpancd.

— W T coBCeM He mopaHuaCA?

— Huckoneuxo.

— 3npoposo! — BocxutuicA Ilerpra.

— Bce 6yzer 3a0poBO, ecaud MaTh HUYero He ys3HaeT,— CTDO-
ke mporosopus Koaska.—Eciau oHa ceifuac NIpocHeTCHA, CKaMKeEM,
YTO BBIXOJWUJIM Yy3HATH Y COJJAT, UTO 3a CTpesb0a B BBIFOPOJKE.
Brimau u cpasy BepHyauchk. flcHo? B Takom ciayuae m a 3abyay,
YTO 3a ABEPHU Y Baulleil 3eMJISHKU.

— JlagHo,— ymaBmuM rojocoMm orsetusa Ilerbka. OH yMOJK
M, OCTABMB TAyKy HA 3aJBOPKaX, JAOJro CMadYuBaJl POCoil BCIyX-
muit 106. Kosnbka moasxugaj ero, Kypuil.

26

Iletpka mpocmas: cxasaauch ABe GecCOHHBIe HOYHM. OH BHIIEN
U3 KJAJOBKHU, TJASHYJ Ha cebA B 3epKaJio U PacCTPOMJICA: Iocepe-
auHe n6a yepHea oOrpoMHbelii cunsax. M cpasy saGoJsena rojsosa.
Xopoiro, 4TO MaTePH HET.

Ox mosasTpakaJ U nobexan ¥ CeHbKe, HAABUHYB Ha JI0§ HeHa-
BHCTHYIO DesIyi0 aHaMKY.

Cenbka xoaua mo u3be U3 yrja B yroJ H HampacHoO CTapaJics
cupAraTh GUHTHI IO pyKaBoMm pyOamku. Korga oH onmycKaJ PyKY,
oHa cuabHO Gosesna. Ho 6Gosp cTaHOBHJIACh IIOYTH HECJBIIITHOI,
CCJIM OH MOAHUMAJ PYKY Haj roJosoii. Ho Torga BugHbBI GBIIM OMH-
THI ¢ TIPOCOYUBIIEICA KPOBBIO.

— Cuapro? — couyscrBeHHO cnpocu IlerbKa.

— Tepners mosxHO. [la Bexpb ¥ NPOATH JOJIKHO CKOPO,— CKa-
sasn Censnka. Jlumo ero 6bLIO HENPUBHIYHO OJeIHBIM, JAaxie Bec-
HYIIKH ITIOTACJH.

— A 310poBO MBI €ro!— BOCTOPIKEHHO IpomrenTtal Ilerbka.

— Ara,— orBerus CeHbKa TOYTH PaBHOAYIIIHO.

— Marymka y MeHsd IIOKa HMYEro He I0J03PeBaeT,— PajocT-
Ho gesauiacs Ilerbka.— A T0 6bl10 OBI IymMy. Ho cuHAX 3740poB!
A xax TBos 6a6ka? Mosuur?

— Ara,— cuoBa ckasan Cenbka U cmpocui.— A rae tadxa?

— V¥ Hac B 3ayaxe. X0Tb ceiiuac MOTy IPUKATUTD.

CeHbKa mMOMOJIYAJI.
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— A kak Anexa?— cIpoCHJ OH.

— He 3naro. Huuero, HaBepHoe. IToj KoHell OH Ipuimes B ce-
651, HATH NBITAJICH.

— Ou monozen, cMeaslit,— nmporosopua CeHbKa.

— OH 4yTh He nmojBen Hac! Beasr MBI He yrosapusajucs Halla-
ZaTh Ha AUBepcaHTa. 9TO TH MOJIOZEL[, YTO Clac MeHd,— B3BOJ-
HOBaHHO Bo3pasuJu IleTeKa.

— Hy u 4ro,— nporoopun Cempka. I HemomsaTHO GBLIO, TO
JIX OH CKasaJl 9To o cefe, To U 06 Asexe.

— [enmo crenaHo,—IpPOJOIKAJ OH, B3JOXHYB.—Tenepsr Ha-
10 AyMaTh, Kak ObITh Jasblie. C TaKkoit pyKoil HM Ha QPOHT, HU IO
XpoBa.

— $§I momory! Bmecte 3a apoBamu Oynem esaurthb. f — pabo-
TaTh, a THI—HA NPOrYJKY KaK O00JbHOIl,—yBepasa apyra IleTbka,
crapafAch ero B36oapuThb, Ho CeHBKa OCTaBaJICA THXHUM M I'PycCT-
HBIM.

— Hapgo 681 ¥ Anexe ¢X04uTh, HABECTUTEL €r'0,— CKa3aJ OH.

— U cxopum!

Cenbka mpoulesics U3 yrja B yroJ, Hokaunsasi 6oJbHOH pyKoOif.

— W sacHyTh He Zajsa,— CKa3aJ OH, KHBHYB Ha PYKY.

— 3asxuser. Tol orasixail. 1 ogun Kk PyHTY ciaeraro.

— Hapgo 6sl...

B 3Ty MUHYTY B OKHO IOCTYYAJH, U C YJIUIB JOHeCCH KeHCKUil
roJioc:

— TIlocne oGema cobpanme. Hpuxoaute obasaTenpHo Beem!

PebarTa oTHecanch K TaKoi HOBOCTH € IOJHBIM Ge3pasiHuyUeM.
KonxozHble COGPaHUA B epeBHe YCTPAaUBAJIUCh YaCTEeHBKO, HO OHU
MaJio 3aHUMaJu Apyseit., X BHUMaHUe NPUBJEKJIU TOIOT
JOIAaAHHBIX KOIBIT, YyKUe MYIKCKue rojoca. Pebara nmpuauniu
HOCaMHU K crekJy. ITo JepeBHe Ha pHICAX CKaKaJHM ABa BCAaAHUKA.
Ilox HumMu 6BLIM HacCTOSUIME KaBaJiepHICKHe cefljla cO CTpeMeHa-
mu. OZUH BCagHUK OJET B 3€JEHYI0 BOEHHYIO (popMy, APyrou —
B CHHIOIO0, MUJIUIEHCKYIO.

— K xomy sTo?— Hauan crpouth goraAku IleTbka, HO BAPYT
NIpUIJIYIIeHHO 3aKpu4aiu:— I'aagu, onu passepuyiaucs! Ha Bamry
usby cmorpar!

Beagnuku u BnpamMp Bbexanu B CeHbKUH 3ayJoK. CIelIHINCH,
IpUBSA3aJHU KOHel K GepezaM. Bor yxke Ha KpBIIBIE CTYYaT HX
canoru. Pebsara samepau B Hanpsa:ReHHOM oRuganuu. Hu paasy
€lle He 3aX0AUMH BoeHHbIe B CeHRKUHY u36y.

M zor ouu Bomau. O6a BEICOKHE, YABIGAIOTCA.

— 3apascrByiite. 9to He Bul a4 Iletp u Cemen Pymsanme-
BBI? — CKa3aJ TOT, YTO B CUHeH dopme.

~— Mzg1,— oreerna CeHbKa, MobJefHeB eme GoJbIIe.
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— IloagpaBasiem Bac ¢ repoiickuMu peiictBuamu. Ilapaiire
TIpUCALEeM, U BBl 10 IOPAAKY PacCKasbIBaiiTe BCe KaK OBIJO.

A rocTh B 3aIfUTHOH GopMe IpuctaabHo oriasaaen CeHbKY H
TIPUHAJICA PACCTErHBATH CBOI0 YBECUCTYIO CYMKY.

— A 4ero pacckasbIBaThL-TO? — CIIpoCHJI, ocMesieB, Ilerbka.

— Becé: Kax BBICJAeAUJAN AUBEPCAHTa, YTO 3a 3eMJISHKa y Bac
¥ 3a4eM, ITOYeMy JHBEDPCAHT B Ballly 3eMJIGHKY IONAaNl...

— A KTOo ero 3Haer, mouemy. M 3eMJAHKa KaK 3eMJAHKA.
CaMu gmenant...

— O Heil KTo-HUGY AL U3 AepeBeHCKUX 3HanI?

— Her. Tonpxo MBI ABOE.

IleTrKa pasroBopuiici. BoeHHBIN B 3e€JeHOH ¢opMe TeM Bpe-
MeHeM cMaThiBas ¢ CeHbKUHOH pyKu OUHT.

— S BoenBpauy,— mienuya o CeHske.— A mobas pama Tpe-
6yer meuenus. Tak-to.

— A 3ayem BaM 3eMJAHKA morpeGoBanach? — BeCeJ0 MIOIbI-
THIBAJICA TOT, UTO B MUJHIIelicKol opme.

— Hy, ana urpel.. 1 Ha caydail BoitHbL.. ®PpoHT-TO Belb
6JIM3K0 TIOAXOMUI,— PasbaCHSAN, IOABICKUBAA CJI0Ba, YTOOB He
IpOroBopuTshcd, Ilernka.

— A Kak e JuUBEpPCaHT y3HaJa O Hei?

— Harkuyncsa, HaBepHoe, ciaydaiimo. OHa y Hac Xopouo 3a-
MacKHpoBaHa Obljaa.

— Housw? Cayuaiino? He Moxer OwiTh. MBI OoCMOTpenu ee.
Houso Bamy seMIaHKY He o0HapyKuTh. J{a ¥ He IocMmeJ OBl OH
B Hee 3abuparsca. OH oT JwOeii XOpOHUJICA, a TYyT IIPAMO Ha Bac
momep...

— Tak oH u paHbille 3HAJ 0 Hel. 3axoAuiu... Cieabl u KPOBb
ero TaM OBLIH... 3AMOK C JBEDPH COPBAJI...

— Bor xak!— yauBusca BoeHHBIH.— BBl 3Hamu 06 sToM M
HUKOMY He ckazaau?

— TIpo 3eMAAHKY — HHKOMY.

— Torga Bce ssCHO,— 3aAYMYUBO IIPOTOBOPUJ BOCHHBIH U Iepe-
crajn yawbarteca.— Bel XOTh HOHUMaeTe, UYTO TAK He BOIOIOT?
Bens BBI :Ke Ha cMepTh wian!

— Jla Beap HaZO e OBLIO ero BHICJAEIUTH U TMOMMATh!

— IIoHATHO,— TIOABITOMKUJI PA3rOBOP BOEHHBIA M IHocTydaJs
naabliaMu II0 CTOJY.

— Bce uecTHO pacckasbiBaellb? — elmne pas CTPOrO CIPOCHI
oH Ilersky.— Moxer, y Bac elie ecTh CeKpeThI?

— Doabire HUYero BpojJe...— OTBETHJI IleTbKa U IIOEKUJICH.
Emy Ka3aJioch, 4TO OH NOCTYIAET HEYECTHO II0 OTHOIIEHUIO K 9TO-
My KOMaHAUDY, yTauBas o KadATBe. Ho u pacckasarb o Heil oH He
MOT, He NOBOPavYHBajICA SBBIK: Belb OH JKe [AaBaj CJOBO MOJ-
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9aTb... IleTbka ragnys Ha CeHBKY, WTOOBI TOT MOAAEpPKAT €ro
X0Tda OBl B3IVISAOM, YJABIOHYJICA GBI MM MOAMUTHYJ... Ho CeHbka
MOPILHJIICA, IMIAAA, KAK BOeHBpa4 o0pabaTEIBAET ero paHy.

Barsuanys wa pany u BoeHHBIH B cuHeil ¢opme. Ilokadan roJo-
BOH, CIIPOCUJI:

— OT0 AuBepcaHT Teba?

— Her, Ha cBO#f e HOM HaIlopoJcs, CBajKa ObLIa, TeM-
HO...— oTBeTUJ CeHbKa.

— Hy, repou,— 6Ges omoGpeHus mnporosopus BOeHHBIH,— Ka-
Kol HoXK-To Ob1s1? He Taroit?

OH BeIHYZN u3 cyMEM CeHBKHMH KHHKaJl M HOJOMKHJI ero Ha
CTOJI.

— Taxoif,— ckazan CeHbKa.

— Bor uto, pe6ara. JleiicTBoBanM BHI CMeJ0. 3a 3TO BaM OT
apmuu 61arozapHocTs. HO camMojedpHble KHHMKANbl, IIOJKHUTAJI-
KM — 3710 6pochre! K noGpy He mpuBeger. Mbl IIPOTOKOJBLI Ha Ta-
KHX MaCTepPOB COCTAaBJAAEM, TTOJ CYA UX orgaeMm. Ilonanau?

— Ilonaruo,— Gypxuyx IleTbKa.

Bpau 3akoHuyun 6unToBaTE CeHBKUHY DYKY, BHICTABHJ Ha CTON
Ny3LIpEK ¢ HOA0M, IIOJIOMUIA PAAOM KaKOH-TO MaKeTUK U MOTOK
4ucToro OuHTA.

— 9To—CMa3bIBATh U IPUCHINIATE PaHy IpU IepeBA3KaX,—IIo-
SCHUJ OH.— 3a’KuBeT HOopMaabHo. Ho MHoro me Geraii. Pyke Hy-
$KeH MoKoi.— W Bpau NpUHAJICA YBA3LIBATE CBOIO-CYMKY.

— WU He pyiitecs. ITopyran g Bac HeMHOro, a HaJo Gbl GOJb-
1re,— ONATH € yJabIOKOH 3aroBopus BoeHHbIN.— Ha coGpanue He
3abynbre npuiitu. O Bac pa3roBop IoOiierT.

10): TMOAMUTHYJ peGsATaM M BMECTe ¢ BPadyoM IomiejJ K MOopory.

— ¥ Hac Anexa XyiKe paHeH, ero 6bI HaJo IOJE4YHUTH,— CIIOX-
BaTuiaca CeHbKa.

— ¥ y Hero ywxe 6bl1. Ccaguunl y Hero. 3aKHBYT OnICTpee,
4eM TBOA PYKa. A BBI ero HaBEeCTHUTE, OH BeAb ONUH,— IIOCOBETOBAJ
Bpay. U roctu yurau.

Pebara cHOBa KMHYIUCE K OKHY U TOJBKO TeIeph pasTJIsaelIH,
4TO Y BOEHHOro B cuHeil dopMe Ha 60Ky BHUCHT TAMKejaaA Kobypa.
HesxgaHuble rocTu BCKOUMJH Ha KOHeil M MoexaJH Ha JpYroi
Kpall JepeBHU.

— A KHHaJI-TO 0CTaBWJ, XOTh U PPO3MJICH,— C YJIBIOKOI CKa-
3ayn Cenpka. OH B3AJ KHUHKAJ U CIPATAJ €ro Ioj JaBKY, B SHOIHK,
rfle XpaHUJIUCE Yy HEro BCAKHE MKeJIe3dKH.

- A 4YTO MOryT 0 Hac FOBODUTH HA COGPaHMM? — Pa3MBITIIIAN
Beayx Ilerbka.— Ha ozHOM — pyraium 3a H30JI4TOP. A Temepb
uro? Moer, ayume He xozuTh? Viu BoeHHBIE HAC XBaJaUTH GY-
ayr?
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— JIa yx ayume OBl HHYEro O HAC He TOBODPHJIM,— B3JbIXAJ
CenpKa U Ka4aJ PacTPEBOMKEHHYIO PYKY.

— Boaut? — cuoBa cnpocui Iletrska.

— Het!— sagopuo orBetus CeHbKa, XOTH M IPOJOJKAJ MOp-
IMTHCH.

— Tenmepp y Hac ecTb onblT. Y Ha GPOHT He CTPAILIHO,—
zamenrtan Ilerbka. Ho CeHbka He Nozmaep:Kall ero, NOrpyCcTHEJNI
elre GoJIbIIIE.

— Boumsca? Uan nepegymain?

— Kro? A?!'— paccepauncsa Cenpka.— TOJBKO KOMY i ¢ 3TUM
HyKen? — On pe3Ko Ba3MaxHyJ 3a0HHTOBAHHONH DYKOH H BAPYT
NpHces, JUIOo ero 60Je3HeHHO HCKAa3UIO0Ch.

— JHa el moocroposkHee!— szakpuuan ¢ ucnyry Ilerska.—
A e momoxkay Tebd, IOKA 3asKUBAET...

— Ha BoiiHe KIaThb HEKOTa, BOEBATHh HAJO.

Cenbka NoZHsa OGOJBHYIO PYKY BBEDX, CeJ Ha JABKY, 3aTHX.

— Hy xax e 370 MeHa yropasjguiao? CBoHM KHUHMKAJIOM — U
trebe B pyKy!— ¢ mocanoii nporosopua Ilerpka.

— Morso u HaoGopor monyuurbcda. Mor u THI Ha MOIi Haje-
trerh,— cka3anm Cenpka.—IIpocTo MHe B 5TOT pas He II0BE3JO.

— Jlagno,— ycnokauBasAch, orBetusa Ilerbka.— B apyroit pas
06a3aTeNbH0 MHE 00JbIle JOCTAHETCA. A

...Ha coOpaHHH OHH CTOAJH B IIEPBEHIX PAZaX. A KaK XOTeJ0oCh
CIIPATATBCA OT CMYIIEHUA 3a TOJICTHIe TLIaKyuue WMBHL. [Jla, BOeH-
HEBIII TOBOPUJI 0 HUX I'POMKO, Koaro. IIpasra, oH GoJblle HATHpPAJI
Ha KOABKHUHBI 3aCJyrH, HASHIBAJ €r0 IrepQeM-KOMCOMOJIBLIEM, Ie-
poeM Tpyma u GeccTpalIHBIM nepen jguiom Bpara. Ho Tyt ke ymo-
MHHAJ M 0 pebATax, 3asgBHJ JaKe, YTO OUYEHb XOPOIIO, Korjga Moji-
pacTaioT B JAepeBHE OTBAYKHLIC IOHBIE MATPUOTHI, KOTOPEIE AEMKYDPH-
JU IO HOYaM HM IIOMOTJM 3aJep:KaTh OIIACHOTO Bpara, pUCKYyH
CBOEH JKHU3HBIO.

Jpysbs KpacHeIH OT PajocTH H CrecHeHHs. U eme um OvLIO
OYEHb JKaJb, YTO HeT pPAAOM AJjexu. Befb H 0oH OoTAMYHICH HE
MeHbIne. 1 OHU pemHad KasKALIH JeHb HABEIIATH €TI0 U PAacCKa3bl-
BATBH €My BCe-BCE.

— Mene3HOLOPOMKHEIN MOCT Bpary KakK 0eJlbMo Ha Iaasy,—
NIPOZOJMKAJ TOBOPUTH BOEHHBIN.— PalIncTel HUUETO HE KaJe]H,
yro6Bl BBIBECTH €ro M3 crpod. IlmaHel ux copBaiauck. OpHako He
HCKJIOYEHO, YTO CIOAAa MOKeT OBIThH 3acjiaHa HOBasg rpylna AHR-
BEPCAHTOB. 3a BTUM, KOHEUHO, OYAYT CJICAUTH CIEIMANBHBIE OTPH-
ael KpacHoit ApMuu, HO M BCe rpakJaHe TOJKHBEI OBITH OAUTENb-
HBI.

— 3HayuT, HAJO IPOAOJIKATH Hamly pasBeaiky. I 6yzy,—
menrayx Ilerbka Ha yXo Apyry.— 3HA4uT, ¥ 3eMJSHKa ellle IIpU-
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rogurca. Tenepp y3K oT HAaC HU OZHA BpasKHHA HE CKpPOETCHd —
peicaegum! Tak Beas?
— Koneu:zo,— orBetua CeHbKA.

27

Tyt x IleTbKe mojoija MaThb M KpPEIKO B3fAJia €ro 3a PykKy.
CTpaHHOe 4YTO-TO TBOPHUJIOCH C Heil: oHa yJjaslbasach u, MOXOXKe,
ropauiach CBIHOBBIMHU, a Ty0bl ¥ Hee IPHITaJH U B IVIa3aX CTOSJIU
CJIE3HI.

— IloitgemM-ka €0 MHOIl,— He IpPeABEINAIONIUM HHYEro XOopo-
11IeT0 TOJOCOM IIPOCOBOPHJIA OHA H IOBEpHYJa K jAomy. Jlioameie
He pasolJINCh, OHKH 0JO0PHUTEIbHO HOIVIAALIBAJIU Ha PeOAT, 0 YeM-
TO cyAaduau, u IlerbKe OBIIO [0 cJe3 CTBIAHO, YTO €ro, repof-
pasBegi4ynKa, TallaT 3a PYKY Ha BUAY Y BCeX, KaK IPOBUHUBIIETOCA
Kampu3HOro MaJblila.

— Ilycru, u Tak He yOery,— pasipaskeHHO cka3sat IlerbKa.

— Her, He nymy!— cTpazajbyecKUM TOJIOCOM OTBETUJIA
MaTb.— BBIZEDY KaK CHIOPOBY KO3y U B KJaJOBKe 3allpy Ha Hele-
7110, 4TOOBI HE CAMOBOJBLHHUYAJN, MYUYH-UTE-e/1b!

— 910 eme 3a uro?— sacnopua Ilerska.— Jlrogu XxBauadr,
a THL...

— Mano TebGe cuHAKa Bo Bech JI00, — mpuUroBapuBaJa Ijada
MaTh.— Mano mHEe 06 oriie TBoeMm 3a00T, TaK €Ile M TH TyAa Ke
Jesemnib. Beap Te6a ObI 70 CMEPTH MOIVIM 3alHUOUTH, ITOKAJJIEYUTH
Ha BCIO JKU3HB!

— A BOT M He cMorau,— crnopuia Ilerska. Ho u y Hero Toxe
sanpeirajgu ryoei. Or ob6uasl. W1 emme oTToro, 4Yto MaTh TaK pac-
cTpoeHa cHoBa. EMy, MoXKeT, U He HaJAC ObI MepPeuYuTh eil ceroaHsd.
OH ro/XKeH yMeTh U CyMeeT JepKaTh ceba B pyKax.

Mare BBEJA €T0 B TOPHUIY U He IIPOCTO yCajuaa, a CHUIBHO
TOJIKHYJIA Ha JIABRY.

— Hy pacckasmiBail, ®ak THI XYJUTaHUIIb, KaK MaTh He
caymaenib!— BRIKPUKHYJIA OHA. A CJieshl yiKe He KalajgHd U3 ee
rJIa3, OHKU TEKJIHU IO ImeKaM OBICTPBIMHU CTPYIKaMH.

— ¥ 3a uyro wmHe ¢ TOGOIl Takoe HakaszaHHe? — elie pa3
BCKDHUKHYJIA OHA.

Ilerpka Momyan. Marte ¢ YKOpoM, ¢ GoJbI0 B I'Ia3ax CMOTpesa
Ha HEro, Ha CHHAK, KOTOPBIH OTUYEro-To Hauaj KeJITeTh 10 KpasaM,
Ha HCHapallaHHble PYKY U HOTH.

— 970 He HaKasaHue — 9To BoiiHa. Bcex oHa KacaeTcs,—
pacCyauUTeNbHO IporoBoput IlleTbka,— U Te6s, ¥ MeHd, U APYrHUX...

— On eme paccy:xjgaer!— nepeGuia ero MaTb.— Beigpars 66t
Te6d, TaK BeAb THl BOH YK KaKoOil BHIPOC. A BUIHO, HaZIO.
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OHa HOPBIBHCTO TNOAHANACH ¥ OBICTPO IIpOINJA B APYroi yrosa
KOMHAaTHI, I'Jle Ha T'BOSAUKE PAAOM C OFEXKJOM BUCEJ UIHPOKUMA
OTILIOBCKUH peMeHb ¢ NpsxKoil. IleThbka coKancsa B KOMOK.

Marte oGepHyIacs K HeMy. 1 TyT B3TI4] €e ylaJ HA IOZOKOH-
HUK, rie 3a IIeTbKUHOII CHUHOH JIeXKaJ CepPeHBKUII TPEYroJBHUK
¢ YepHHIMHU NedYaTaMu. MaTb BBIDOHHJIA DeMeHb, CXBATHJA Tpe-
YroJlbHOe COJNJAaTCKOe NHCHMO, IOBEPHyJa ajzpecoM K cebe. Jinuo
ee BCIBIXHYJIO.

— Or oTrna, — He Bepa cebe, IPOTOBODHJIA OHA THUXO, — 3HA-
YUT, 3KUB.

OHa szaMepJsa Ha MecTe. TOJBKO IaJbIBI €e, LPOSKa, OBICTPO-
6BICTPO paCIpaBJISJINM TOMSATHIH JIHCTOK, HUCIHCAHHBIN XuUMUYe-
cKuM KapaHpgamoM. IHeTbka nopaJsca Oanske k Heil. Ho oHa TOdB-
KO HIeBeJjuJja rybaMu.

Bapyr Horu y Hee crasu mnoisaMbiBaThcsg. OQHa caesana JABa
HEeTBEepALIX IIaTa K CBOEH MOCTeJN U yHaja Ha Hee junoM. IluceMo
TaK 1 OCTAJIOCh B €e PYKaX, IPHIKATHIX K PPYAHU.

— Yero numer-To? — cupocua IleTbKa, HAGEIUUBIIHCE.

— ¥ u-uB!— CKBO3bH CJe3bl BBIKDHKHYJAa MaTh U COBCEM OT-
BepHyJach K creHe, Tenepr IleThbka BUAEN TOJNBKO, KaK B3Zparu-
BAIOT ee IJIeYH,

OH JOArOHBKO CTOAJ Iocpeiu KoMmHaTel, OrpoMHoe obJerde-
HUE, IOYTH PaioOCTh NepenojHAaAn e€ro. OH 6Bl M K HOTOJKY IIOJ-
IIPBITHYJI, €CJaU Obl HHaYe BeJia ceGs MarThb.

ITeTbka cen Ha JaBKY, 3a’KMypHJCHd, 4TOOBLI He BUJeTh MaTepH,
M €My OTYeTJIMBO IPeACTABHJIOCH, KAK UAYT OHU C AOGPHIM yJIBIG-
YUBBIM OaTeifi Ha pHIOAJIKY, HECYT IIOYTH HEBECOMble YJO4KHU, Be-
IepKo, 0aHKY ¢ HaXuBKOi. CBeTJIO U CIOKOHHO CTaHOBHUJIOCHL HA
pyuie Ilerbky, xKorga pagom 06w oTen. OH u ceifyac ObIJ IIOYTH
panom. I IleTbka yanibancs.

A B ropHHuIlle IJIaKajJa MaTb. M II03TOMY BMECTO IIOJHOI pa-
JOCTH B Cepjlle 3aKpaIblBAJIICh HEeJOYMEHHE M TpPeBOra, fa U H=2
TEpIEJ OH CJes.

ITeTbka BBIIIET TUXOHBKO HA KpPBIABIO. OHO TAaK HAKaJIJIOCh
Ha COJIHIlE, YTO CTYNHAM ObLLIO KapKo. DBepesbl exBa IejecTeaH
TISAHIIEBUTO TobOJeckuBaomieil Jjaucrsoif, u Ilerske moayMaiocs,
4YTO OHU, ZABHBLIM-ZABHO IIOCAYKEHHBIE BO3JIE XOMA IEeJOM U OTI[OM,
TOKE€ B3JOXHYJH C OOJIeT4eHHEM M IPUTHXJN TOCJe MHOTHX AHEH
TPEBOKHOr0o GecroKoiicTBa.

ITeTbka cesq Ha CTYUEeHBKY U BpojJe Obl 3azymajica. Ho Huxa-
KUX MBICJIeil B ero rojioBe He ObIZIO: KaK Bcerga IIOCJe HMepeKUBa-
HUWIii, OH MCOBITLIBAJ TOJBKO THXYIO PAJOCTb...

On yeuzen Konbky, Maymero K A0MY, H KHHYJCA eMy Ha-
BCTpeYy.
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— Tucemo or 6atu!— NoAIpHIrUBAs, e€Ie U3AANU 3AKPUYAT
ou.— Kus 6ara!

— He spemrs? — 6picTpo cnpocus Koapka u yCKopui miar.

— [Ha rter uro! ¥ MaTepu muCHMO... PeBeT OHA... OT PajOCTH.

Korga Oparbsa BjeTeau B FOPHULY, MATh y)Ke CTOAJa IOCpesu
KOMHATEHI, [IOBA3EIBaA IIaTok. Eif, HaBepHoe, mopa 650 Ha pabo-
vy, TIucbMo Jexaio Ha croge. Kosbka HeTepreJluBO CXBATHJ €r0.

— Beayx, Koapxa!— monpocun Ilerska. M TyT MaTh 3aKpH-
yajia BHOBB, OOpalasgch K CTaplleMy CBHIHY M YKa3bIBaf PYKOI Ha
IlerbRYy:

~ — Buigepu TH 3TOro ALSBOJA, XPUCTOM-00COM IIPOIIY, YTOOEI
He Jasmi, Kyga He caegyer! Ceituac sxe! Ha moux riaasax! Xsatur
H TOro, 4TO OTIA nsypo,uoanm. IIpoyuu ero, uToGbl MOMHUJ BCIO
#usHb. OX, cua Moux Heryl..

Kouabka HacTOpOMKeHHO TJAAHYJ Ha MaTh. JIumo ee ObLIO M3-
MYYEeHHEBIM, vIasa ropeau. OHa enBa Jep:kaJjach Ha Horax. Ociy-
maThcd ee cefyac oH He Mor. IleTbra MOHAX 3T0 U o3awmwicsa. Hu-
Korza eie Bcepbes He 6un ero 6par. He Bepusock Iletbke, uTo ero
GyayT GUTH, HO BO3ZMYILIeHHE IIEPEIOJHAIO €0,

Koapka mogo6Gpana ¢ moay peMeHb M KHUBHYJ lleTbke Ha JBepb.
ToT MallMHAJBHO IOAJEPHYJ INTAHBI ¥ HEe JABHHYJCA C MeCTa.
Torza -KoJbKa JIeroHBKO, HO HACTOHYMBO CTAJ BBITAJKHUBATEH €ro
13 1306, HAKPYUYUBASA peMeHb HAa PYKY. B ceHAX OH KpPENKO B3AJI
IleTeKy 3a IJIEY0 U BRIBEJ €r0 B 3aropoAy 3a XJIeB.

He 6Goiica, GossHo me Oymer,— XMypo NIpPOTOBOPUJI OH, H
IleTbxka He 3aMeTHJ B ero NOJAYIPUKPBITBIX raa3aXx IIPHUBBIYHEIX
030PHBIX UCKOPOK.

— MH3 gomy ybery, ecau TpPOHEIb,— XPHUIIJIO IIPOrOBOPUJ
Ilerska, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT XJIECTKUH yZap DeMHA MO ApoBaM
3arJyIIUJ €T0 CJIOBA.

— Opu!— mentnya IleTbke OpaT, genas cepAUTOe JHIO.—
I'pomue opmu!

ITeTbka BCE MOHSJI.

— Ox!— Bckpukuya oH. Iloampeirnysn, s3sbell. M enBa yaep-
JKaJICH, YTOOBI HE BAX0XO0TATh.

— A Bor U Tebe!— THXOHBKO CKaszaJ Koabka, XJeCTHYB 6pa-
Ta HolepeKk CIUHEL. IleThbKa OTCKOYMJI B CTOPOHY, Iodyecas 60JBHOE
mecTo. Ho 6ok TYT ke mpomria.

— Bor Tak,— ckasayg 6patr.— A Tellepb caymaii. Y 6aTu Iie-
yo ObIIO IpocTpesieHo. IIpaBoe. Pyka He jgBuUramach, OTTOro M He
nucajg. Hy u TpeBoXXurth, IyraTh HacC cpaay He Xorea. OH CKOpO
OOJIJKeH NpHHATH Ha MOoOBIBKY, a MOXKeT, ¥ HacoBceM. JlomeunBaer-
cd IMoxa. A 3TO 3HAYUT, YTO HA PPOHT mopa UATH MHe. [IpaBUIBHO
a paccyxgan?
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ITerska BCKOYMJ, 3a6BIB O TOM, YTO HAXO Kal3aTbCS BBIAPaH-
HBIM. TaKkne HOBOCTH oIapallujy ero. ¥I Huduero He MOr' OTBETUTH
oH Gpary.

— Canp, kak BeneHo!— npukpuxkHysa Koabska. U Iletska omna-
MATOBAJICA, CEJI, XOTS Teneps YK HUKAK He MOr HAIIYCTUTh Ha Cce-
68 CKOpOHBIN BUI.

— § yxe omHo 3asBiIeHUe TMojaBajy. Temepsr BTOpoe mHozam.
HoGpoBoasiieM. Bropoii pas He oTkaxkyT. Uepes HeJen0 MHE CTYK-

HeT BOCEMHAAI[ATE...— rosopua Kosabka.

— TuI u cefiuac He ciaabee mio6oro congara. KoHeuHo, BO3b-
myT! — ToTyac OTKIAMKHYJCA Ilerska. Y1 go6asuia: — A BOT oTen-
TO Kak?..

OH HaxMypuJjcd. Yxe M He HaJO0 ObLIO pasbIrpLIBATH OOHAY,
HpUTBOpPATHCA. TaAxkeno crano Ha Ayme. ¥ OTTOro, 4ro CKOpO
IpuJeTCca XUTb eMy BIBOEeM C MaTepbio, 6es Kosgpxku, u moromy,
YTO OTEl] CePhE3HO PaHEH: MOKET, BEPHETCI H YAOYKH B PyKax
He CyMeeT Jep:Karhb, He TO YTO XOAUTH 3a ILJIYTOM.

— Ilyna nmo6oro cusmaya cBajuT, — B3goxHyJa Koapka, Iy-
Masg O CBOEM M OJHOBpeMEHHO oTBeuas Ilerske. — A TBI 3a cTap-
IIETO MYKUYHHY oOcTaHewmscsi B gome. Iloxka. la M HEHU3BECTHO
elre, Kakoe 3740poBre Oyxaer y Oatu B pasabHeilmem. Tak 4To u
Tebe ecTh HaA 4eM NOPas3MBICAUTL. IIoHMMaems?

Iletbka cHOBa BcKoumsa., Meicaun nyrtasauck., OIHOBPEMEHHO
BCIIOMHMJINCH U KJIATBA, U 3eMJAHKA, M 3aIlachl IPOBHU3NU. XOTe-
JIOCh KPUKHYTH, YTO U OH Ha GpoHTe ObLa Obl HesuinHAM. Ho 0oH
BOBpeMA BCIIOMHHUJI: O KJIATBE HAAO NMOMAaJKHBaTh. M sagymaJics,
CHHK. A TyT ellle NpHUILJI0 HA yM ofelmjaHHe HaBellaTh AJeXy...
Jla, mHOroBaTo 3a60OT OJHOBpPEMEHHO cBaJHBaJjiocsk Ha IleTeKy,
TYT U 3alyTaThCs, Nepe3albITh NMOJOBHHY HEMY/PEHO.

— 5 Bce moHumalo, — OTBeTHJ OH OpaTy.— TOJBKO MaTh-TO
yro Tebe ckaker? Bon oHa Kakad craja...

— 970 Moe Jesio. MBI ¢ Heil TO-B3POCJIOMY MOrOBOPUM. JOJIK-
Ha [OHATH, — cKas3aJ KoJsbka BIOJHEe yBEepeHHO, XOTA TYT Ke
HaXMYpPHJICH.

Munyr nate npouwio B monuanuu. Hakoner, Kosgpra mogusan-
Cf, OTHEeC peMeHb B U330y ¥ BEHIIIEN HAa KPBLIGIO yiKe ¢ MAaTephio.
Ilerska cnpatasca OT Hee B MAJHMHHHUK, HO MaTh 3aMeTUIa 3TO.

— He xomu Ha crapmux 37g0. Tebe mobpa XOTAT, — cKasaja
oHa, npoxoga mumo. — Ob6enait uau. Ha moaymaii o cBoem mosBe-
JEeHUH,

ITetpka 3aBopouaJsica B sapociax. Emy 6wljg0 o0uAHO mO cJes.
Bce-Tro um KoMaHAYIOT, BCE-TO €r0 IIOy4aioT, 6YATO OH YK coBCceM AY-
pak uan ciaabadok. A KTo guBepcaHTa He mobosasuca? Tak HerT e,
3TO B CEMbe He IeHAT, a HaoGopor... 'me e cnpaBeIHBOCTL-TO?
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MaTts yske ZaBHO NIpoOHINAa T'YMHO M INOBEPHYJAa K CKOTHOMY
IBODY. A BBELIE3aTh U3 MAJUHHUKA HE XOTEJOChH.

— TIloiinem co mHoil. Hayuy sanpArath Jiomagb! — KPpHKHYJI
emy Koaska.

N Iletbke cpasy craso Jerde. OGpamjaTecsa ¢ YOPAXKBIO,
CaMOCTOATEJIBHO IIPaBUTH JOILIAJABIO, 3HATH, YTO KOJXO03 3aKpe-
NUJI KOHS 3a HUM, OBLIO 3aMaH4YMBO. A Belb TaK U JOJKHO
6piTE, ecnin Konwka yitmer B apmuio. M ceiiyac, moka He IO3ZHO,
HaJo MHOroe IepeHATHh y GparTa...

K xoniomne IleTpka miaran yKe coBceM ycmoKousInuiicda. A
BoT 1 Koabkuu Opimk, sKyer cebe ceHO, CJOBHO BOifHa ero U He
racaercsa. IIpuBssaH oH K IIMPOKOI TeJsiere, KOTOPYIO B JEpPEBHE
Ha3BIBAIOT OXPOM, UK NOJAKOM. Ha moské Kyueil JEKHUT YOPAKED.
OpJuK CcBEePKHYJ (DHOJIETOBHEIM IJIa30M M THXO 3ap:kaj. OH BeITA-
HYJ K X03AUHY AJUHHYIO I'OJIOBY, TKHYJICA I'y0aMH B €ro JaJOHb.
M Tlerpka — He B IepBHIA pas3 — yBUJEJ, KaK OpaT CKOPMUJ KO-
HIO JIOMOTL XJeba.

TlocnymiHo u pmaxe, KasKeTcA, C YAOBOJBCTBHEM IIOACTABUJI
Opsuk cBoio TYryio mreio mojg xomyr. Tak ke IOCJHYIIHO HOIS-
Tuacd, korga Konbka Havas nmogHHMaTsL OJHY 3a APYroil orso0Ju
U MpUJIaMXKUBATh K HUM TysKu u ayry. Konska sanpsaran Opiauka
u obwacHan Ilerbke, 3aueM craBuTCA Ha xXpeberT celenka, Kak
KaJo0 3aTATHUBATH CYNOHb, KaK ONPEAEJUTH, Tyro MAM caabo HaTda-
HYT 4epeccedenpHuK. Jla Ilerbka M caM 3HaJ MOYTH BCE 9TO. ¥
Hero He OBLJIO TOJIBKO HACTOALIEH NpaKTHKHU.

— Temneps pacnpsrait, — ckazan Koabka u orouen B cTO-
pony. — Hauunaii ¢ Toro, yeM s 3aKOHYMJI 3aNpAraTh.

Yto mpyroe, a pacupsarats-To IleTbka ymes. He pas mopyyanu
eMy 3TO B3pOCJBle, HO ceifyac OH crapayca u3 Bcex cuia. M Op-
JUK €ro CAyIIaJICH, TOJBKO IJIa3a KMYPHJ COHHO.

C sapaueii Ilerska cnpaBmica GesomnGouHo u 6Gweicrpo. Ho
Kosabka Bemes eMy Tyr Ke CHOBa 3ampdAdYb Jiomiagb, yXe IOJ-
HOCTBIO caMocTodTensHO. IleThka u 3TO chenan. Koaska mpose-
puJs BCiO cOpYI0O M OoCTaJscAd JOBOJIEH, XOTs CYIOHBL U 4Yepeccelelib-
HUK 3aTSHYJ Ha CBOM Jag.

— Ilonyuurca, — mozGoxpua om Opata. — A nowajgp B yiI-
PAKU caMa B3HaeT, KaK Jydlle Be3TH IIYCTYIO TeJery, BO3 HJM
6opony, oHa TeGs MHOroMy Hay4yuT. A KO [0 uYero M CBOUM
YMOM Jpoiiflelnb, KOrja Ha4yHeuwrs paGoTaTh ga HATpellb MO30JH
Ao myswipeil. Bcero cpasy He pacckakemb M He zanmoMHuus. Ho
rjaBHOe — JIOHIaAb Bcerga J00HM, Torga M oHa Tebe ApYyrom Ccra-
HET U He pa3 BHIPYYHT.

— $cHoe geno,— mMo-MyKHIIKM CTeNeHHOo corjacuicsa Ilerbka.
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IIpomna Hemensa. B stu guu IleTbKa XOAWJ Ha IIPOIOJIKY
rapromiku. CrapaJjics M30 BCeX CHJI M PajoBajicA, YTO HAa TaKyIO
HYAHYIO, CTAPYIIeuYbl0 A4 AEBYOHOYLIO paboTy OH BEIXOAUT B IIOC-
JieJHUH pas.

PagoM ¢ HUM KoOmolINJachk ABOIOPoJHasd cecrpa Jluaka u elle
COBCEM MAaJIOCEHBKAA ee cecTpeHKa BaJsiomka, Koropas A0 cMell-
Horo 6Gosanack Koaouek. Ho Iletpka MHOro He cMessica. OH Kak
6B HeB3Hauail 3aXO0AUJ BIEepel M BHIIEPruBaJl BCe caMble KOJIO-
Yyye COPHAKH, KOTOphie IOAHUMAJINCH Ilepel], MAeBYOHKaMU. A
yepe3 MHUHYTY TPYAUJICA € HUMU pPAAOM M IIOCMeuBaJjcs He-
o0uIHO.

C zpyroit cTOpoHBI AeBYOHKaM HopoBui nomoub Cenpka. Ho
Y Hero mojy4asoch xyske. HesasKHMBIIyI0O PYKY IPHUXOAMJIOCE BCE
BpeMsA JepKaTh HAJ[ TOJIOBOH, a ¢ COPHAKAMH BOEBATH TOJBKO
310poBoil. OfHAKO M OH cTapaJjcs OvITh mobiauske K Jluake u raii-
KOM BBILIUIIBIBAJI TPABUHKU C €e II0JIOCKHU.

Yepes KaxIplil uac CTapyXu CajguINCh Ha MesKe OTHbIXaTh.
Cynayuan, y Koro 4uro OOJIUT, IIePeMBIBAJH KOCTOYKH COCeAdM,
CJIOBHO M BOMHBI He OBLIO. A pebara ybGeraam KynaTbecs.

U specy Cennka xpabpuicda nepen Jlugkoit. 3abwsiBajg Ipo
SUHTH ¥ HBIPAJ B caMble IJIy0OKHe MecTa, IJIaBaJ CaKeHKaMM i
He jgaBaJg IleTbke o6pbeIsruBaTh JIMAKY.

ITeTpbKa 4YTO-TO 3amOMO3PHUJI K JasKe IPHUHAJCA HAIEBaTh Iie-
CEHKY-IPasHUJIKY :

— «JKeHux maMiesecra, CAANAHBI U3 TECTA...»

Cenpka ¢ Jlugkoit yberanu ot Hero. Y1 sumb oxgHax el [lerh-
Ke yIaJoch II0JCMOTPeTb, KaK 3a Kycramu JIugka nepeBA3bIBa-
et CeHBPKUHY paHY. ,

IIo BeuepaM jApys3bA yGeraam B BBITOPOAKY HJIM HAaBeIlaJH
Anexy, Yy KOTOPOTrO Ha MeCTe PaH OCTaJHCh TOJBKO KopocThl. Ho
un AJexa He Bcerga ObIa TOoMa, YXOAUJA Ha ngopory ¢ otiom. Tor-
na pebara cHoBa GekaJM K 3eMJIAHKE, OIVIAALIBAJIM, BCE JIH B
nopAjKe, U YXOAUJU B PA3BeIKY.

OaHaXIbl OHU 3aMETHJIH, YTO B MAaJHHHUKE BO3Jie HACBHIIHU
IIMBITAIOT ¢ OepecTaHbIMU TyeckKaMu JImaka m Bamomka. Ilereka
mogymaJ, 4TO HacTaJl caMblii IOAXOAAIINI MOMEHT, HAIyrarh
aroguuil. Jlo Bo#HBI pebara oba3arenbHO Tak genanu. IToBasbl-
BaJIi Ha TOJIOBBI py6axu, 3aBLIBAJIM AYPHLIMHU TOJIOCAMH U CKa-
KaJu 110 MaJUHHUKY Ha YeTBEPEeHbBKAX NPAMO Ha JEBYOHOK. Buar
NMOSHUMAJICH HEOoNUCYyeMblii, XOThb yIIM 3arblkai. J[eBUOHKU pe-
BeJM OT CTpaxa U HecJuch 6e3 OrJIgAKH OO0 caMoil JAepeBHU. DrI-
BaJio, HE TOJIBKO SArofbl, HO U Tyeca TepaAau Ipu atom. U ceityac
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[Tlerpxka npuHAICA CHUMATH DPy0axy, HOAMUTHYJ APYTY, IpUrJa-
pias ero Ha notexy. Ho CeHbKa B34AJ ero sa pPyKY, CKasaJ cepb-
€3HO U yMOJISIONIE .

— He wazo. 1 MBI yXKe He MaJileHBKHE, M WM MeIIaTh He
caeayer. PaccelIIlOT [OEBYOHKM ArOABI, CTPAXy HATEPIATCH...
Kakas tyr pagocrs Te6e?

Ilerska sapymancsa. [aske IOKpacHesd, M AYPAYHUTHECA €My
pacxoresiocs. JlefiCTBUTENBHO, K Y€MY NIYraTh OCHUPOTEBIINX IBOIO-
poaHbBIX cectep?..

..Harpanyn Ha JepeBHI0O H ceHOKoc. KoabKa ycCIiesl CKOCUTH
KOHHOII KOCHJIKOil KJjeBepa. bBes peGAT BHIKOIIEHBI OBIJIM K JyTra
Brosp I'puropku. Ho ceHokoc — rakaa mopa, 4TO IJd KaXKIOT'O
OT MaJja A0 BeJuKa Haljercda meso. I'pabGam M BUIAIIKU, KOTO-
pPBEIMU pa36HBaIOT CBIPbIEe BAJIKH TPaBbl U BOPOIIAT IIO[CHIXAIOHIEE
CeHO, BBICBETJIMJIN PeOAYLM JaZOHHU A0 6JecKa M HaOHJIM Ha HUX
IepBble TBEPABLIe MO30JaHU. Bexb ¢ yTpa M AoTeMHa Ha Jyry!

BriBaso u Tak: TONBKO CAAYT 3a CTOJ 000E€JATH, KAaK IIOHE-
ceTcA Hal JepeBHeil KpHK:

— Tyuy 3anocur! Brixogu ayrosuuy crnacars!

W Geryr us xamAoil M36bI KEHIIUHBI, OEBYOHKM, BCJIed 3a
HUMH KOBBLIAIOT cTapyxu. M BoT yiKe pacxBaTaHbl BHJBI H
rpabau, U Jyr mecTpeeT PasHOUBETHLIMH capadaHaMu, IJIaTKAMHU,
pyb6axaMu — 1 HauyuHaeTcsa Kapkad pabora, cocTAszaHMHe JIIOAEH
¢ BpeMeHEeM, BETPOM M Tyueii.

Tyt He 6BlJI0 HU KOMaHAHPA, HU MHOTO pacrnopagurtens. Kax-
JBIl 3HAJ, YTO HAZO JEJAaTh M HA YTO CIIOCOGEH OH caM HJU ero
cocern. Bece camu cebe maxopmiu pabory. I exBa sakaHuuBaJu ee
Ha OJHOM Kpalo JIYTOBHHEI, KaK 0eroM MuaJjuch gajsure. I Bcra-
BaJH OZHaA 3a APYroii KpyToGOKMe KONIHBI. AszaprHada, Ge3orJsi-
Hag pabora... :

Cenpka He ynmyckasa us Buga JIUAKY, Bcerga BOBpPeMSA YCIIEBAJ
B3ATH QXaIKy IIoTAXeee cebe, a eif 0CTABUTE IIOJIerye.

IleTsxa mouTu 3a0blI O KJAATBE, KOTOpas IOBejeBasa GPOCUTH
BCe M BAHATHCA TOJBLKO TIOATOTOBKOH ¥ mobery Ha ¢ponTt. OH JIO-
01 BTy apTeJIbHYI0 CEHOKOCHYIO paboTy.

Mars pajoBanacs, rIAad Ha MJIALIIEro CHIHA, JAa 1 He 3a 4TO
6blJI0 CepIUTHCA Ha Hero B 5TM AHU. K TOMy ’Ke OT OTIA IPHIILIO
eme ogHo nuceMo. OH coobmias, 4To MONPABISETCI U CKOPO IIPH-
efeT. A Tyr eme obbABuAN, uTo IleTbKe 34 cTapaHHe pellnJu HA-
YHCAATH TPYAOJHM IO IIONHOII HOpMe, KaK B3pociomy. Teneps oH
TOJMBKO M XJaJ HapAaja Ha paboTy. 1 CeHpKa Besjge IocIeBas 3a
HUM.

Ho Bmimanca cpeau dTux aHel M ogMH I'PYCTHBIH, KOra BCSH
JepeBHA IpoBOXaja B apMuio Koabky.
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On He mompanica orna. CXoausi B BOGHKOMAT, CHAJ TyZLa BUH-
TOBKY ¥ TpodeliHbIlil aBTOMAaT, a BEPHYBUINUCH, 3aABUJ MaTepH, YTO
ero 3a0HpalOT B KaKYIO-TO BOEHHYIO IIKOJYy. MaTh BTHXOMOJKY
momaaKajia, Ho cMHpuaachk. «B urkose, uaif, He CTpeJsIOT M He
y6uBaioT, a yuaTca», — yTelllajia OHa celf.

HUspeaka orasgbiBasch Ha JepeBHIO, KoJbKa POBHBIM LIATOM
YXOIMJ K KeJIe3HOJOpoKHOMY MocTy. KHorzga mpoposkamolmue pa-
30LIJMCHh, HAMAXABIINCh C OKOJHUILI MJAATKAMH BCAE] OYAYIIEMY
BOMHY, AeX, UICAIIHA PALOM C BHYKOM, YTO-TO IIENHYJ €My Ha
YX0 1 OCTAHOBHUJICA BO3JIe BEITOPOIKH. OHu o6GHANNCE, U Je], MOHY-
pdAck, nobpea B enouku. Temeps pagom ¢ Koabkoii cemernnau IleTs-
Ka u CeunkKa.

Yacoroit y Mocra y3Haa KoJbKy M 3a DPYKY [O3JOPOBAJICA C
HuM. On 6e3 cJOB IMPONYCTHJ Uepes3 MocT U pebar. Y Teneps mepen
NYTHIKAMH CTJIAJACh TOJBKO JKeIesHad Jopora, K KoTopoii ¢ oGeux
CTOPOH IOACTYHAJ JieC, a BAaJU TpoMosguicsa K Heby xoam Ty-
MAaHHBIH.

IIo TenasIM HIIANAM UATU OBIIO JErKo. Bheriinecd B HUX mec-
YUHKH He KOJIOJM, a JMIIL IHEeKOTaNH ToJibie, KO BCEMY IIPUBBIK-
mue crynuu pebar., A Koapka Iien Bce cTpeMuTenbHee. ['oJiosa
y Hero OblJa BBICOKO IOAHATA, meKM ropein. Moauan Kouaska u
aymaJja. EMy 6b1J10 0 4ueM IIOAYyMAaTh.

Apysssa ¢ yIuBJIeHHEM OTMEYaJiH, KaK ObICTPO MPHUOIHKAeTCS
K HUM X0aM. OKasbIiBaeTCs, OH He TaKoil yK JaJeKuil ¥ HeroCTyil-
HbIil. Y yeM OaMKe K HEMY IIOAXOOUIIE, TEM HUKE €r0o BepllHHa, a
CKJIOHHI GoJsiee moKaThl. M1 COCHBI HA HeM caMble OOBIUHBIE — BECe-
Jble, CBepKalomiye OPOH3OBBIMHM CTBOJAMH, M IIECOK II0J HUMH
JKeJITOBATBHIA, W TpaBa 3HaKoMasd, TOJBKO IIOpe)Ke, YeM B BBIrO-
POJKe, — HUYEro TAUHCTBEHHOrO...

Bor Bepminna xosMa yixe cjaesBa oT HuX. 1 He X0OTeJ0oCh npon-
TH MHMO Hee IIPOCTO TaK, He YBUAEB U He 3alIOMHUB HUYETO UHTe-
pecHoro.

— Bw Bexs He OniBasiu 37ech? — HeoKuAaHHO cnpocus Koub-
Ka.

— Buepsrie!

— Bor 651 3a6paTbca Ha MakKyIIKy! — 3aToponuimncs ¢ oTBe-
TaMu pebsara.

— Torga momau, TOTHUMEMCA Ha MHHYTKY.

Konbka marHysa B KyCTHl, KOTOPBI€ POCAM TYT y €aAMOrO IIO-
notHa. B Hacemu 3gech He OB1JI0, HAOOOPOT — jopora Owljia IIpo-
JIOXKEHA II0 KOTJOBUHE, ¥ Ha BEePUIMHY IPUILJIOCH MOJHUMATHCH 110
KpPYTOMY VKJOHY.

A Bor ona — pepmruna! Ha Heii cToann peikxue pasjallucThIe
COCHBI C MOTYYUMY, HCKPUBJEHHBIMH OT X0JIOJHBIX OYPBL CTBOJIAMH.
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VasmoBaThle, HCKPYYEHHBIE KODHHU COCEH KPEHNKO JepiKajuch 3a
3eMJI0. 3jeck OBIZIO BeTpeHo M uucro. W BUJIHO BCce JajeKo-Ha-
JeKo...

KosibKa 0oCTaHOBUJICH, IIUPOKO PACCTABUB HOI'H, OTJIgjeJsCSa He-
TOPOIJIKBO.

— Bon Hama sepeBHS, — CKa3aJ OH, NpoTaruBas pyky. U pe-
6ATa yBMAeau jgepeBHio. Bblla oHa KaK Ha JaJOIIKe U CJIOBHO OBl
UPpyLIeuHasi: CTalKa JOMUKOB CTPYyAUIach OCPEH IIoJIei, 3aMep-
Jla Iepej pedYKoi, a HaJ HUMHU KyJApsABHle KPOHHEI Oepes M UB —
MOXose Ha KPBImIy.

— Jame oTcioga Kpacuso. Y1 Jo 4ero ke MUPHO... — IIPOTrOBO-
pun Koaska. — A Teneps riaapuTe cioga. — OH noBepHyICcA JH-
oM K COJHIY: — Bo-oH Hamr paitoHHBIN IEHTD.

M sty kapruny pebsara muaeny Bnepssle. IM IoKas3ajsioch, 4TO
ropojcKue IoCTPORKY 3acTuMIAIOT co6oii Bech ropusoHT. ['opog pac-
NMOJIOKHMJICA HA X0JIMe, a HajJ HUM, KaK 4acoBOi, BhIcUJIaCh Oesas
KOJIOKOJIbHS ¢ TeMHBIMU IIpOeMaMH OKOH Ha BCeX IATH BTaKaX.

— Ha KoJIOKOJbHe HapalmoTHaA BhIIuka. TaM BOeHHOMY Aeny
yuaTcd, — cxkasaa Koanka. — A psagoM, 4yTh JeBee, Oenoe 3xa-
HHEe — 5TO pPAaHHCIIOJKOM, elle JieBee — CeJIbCKOXO3AMCTBeHHBIN
TEXHHKYM.

— §1 nsHOo3aBox BuXKy! — 3axpuyan Cennka. C xonma 3aBoj-
ckag Tpyba Kasanmach BHymiuTenbHoil. Hax Hell Buiics cephlif gblI-
MOK.

— Pab6oraer! — o6pamosanno mporosopua CempKa. — A Begb
ZaBHO Ju TPYOBI He OBLI0?

— Tlopuanu, — ckasan Koanka. — JIsHozaBog Hy:xeH. Tam
U3 HALIUX JBHAHBIX CHOIIOB AeJIAaI0T BOJOKHO, 4 B APYTHX ropogax
Ha ¢abpuKax u3 BOJOKHA TKYT MaTepuio. Y3 JIbHA MOMKHO CHEJIATh
XO0Th OpeseHT, XOTh IJaIl-NMajJaTKH, XOTh OOMYHIHpOBAHHE —
TKAHb U3 HEero caMas MpovyHasd.

PebaTa 3auapoBanHO IIAgesn HA TeMHBIE KOPHYca JBHO3aBOAA
u AyMaJju, UTo O JbHe Hamo 0oJbllle 3a00THTHCHA, YTOOHI XBaTaJIoO
AJA apMUU IIPOYHOH TKAHN.

— A rge MockBa? — HeoskuzauHuo cmpocuJ IleTpka.

— Mockea? Oua B 2TOli Ke CTOpPOHE, TOJLKO MHOIO HOMKHEE.
I u caMm B Heil eue He OBIBAN, — ckasan Koawska. Ho BaApyr jauuo
eTo IIOCYPOBEJO K OH MyXo 1nporosopus: — Hy, mue nopa. Bosspa-
maiiTecs ToMOH BTHM Ke NyTeM, a 4 — paiemie. Ho Ha mpoimaHbe
€CTh Y MEeHA K BAM OJZUH MYXKCKOH pasrosop.

Pe6ara satuxiamu, rasgsa emy B Juio. Koapka uiesenun 6po-
BAMU, BUANMO, HOABICKUBAS HYMKHEBIE CJIOBA.

— Bor 4yTo, — 3aroBopuJ OH HaKOHell. — Bbl yxe Oosblumne
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XJONIBl, AOJMKHBI Bce TOHMMAaTh. Bumenn, CKOJBKO S B KOJX03e
paboran?

— 3unaeM, — cxkasay Ilerbka. U CeHbKa KMBHYJ, IoYechiBasg
MaKyYIIKY.

— Temeps aTy paboTy mesmaTh HeKOoMy, KpoMe Bac. BoT s u
HaJelch, YTO JBOE-TO BBl 3a OLHOTO MeHd Y KaK-HUOyAb yIIpa-
BUTeCh. BDepure B KOJX03e Jomangel, ynpaxb, TeJerH U JenaiiTe
BCe, UTO TpebyeTca AepeBHe. Ecau 4To-TO 6yZeT HEACHO, CIIPOCUTE
y Aexa.

Pebara caymanu. To, uro rosopun Konwpka, 6bl0 u yBieKa-
TeJBHO, U OUeHb BaKHO. Ho OHM y)Ke MOHMMAJH, UTO 3TO U OYEHBb
TAXKEJIO.

— JlaiiTe MHe CJI0OBO, UTO HaKa3 MOM BEHIOJHUTE. A g obemiaio
BOEBAaTh U 3a cebs ¥ 3a Bac ABoux. CoraacHsl?

— CornacHbl, — TUXO0 cKazaJj IleTbKa.

— JHagMm csoBO, — TakK e TUxo noobemian CeHbKA.

— Bor u moroeopunmncs. A Tenepb mapy cJo0B II0 CeKpeTy —
Hacuer Bamell zemasgHku. OKasblBaeTcsd, AUBEPCAHT 3allle]l B Hee
He ciaydaiiHo. MocT, JOpory #u BHITOPOAKY (PallIMCTHI ¢ caMoJieTa
dororpadupoBasu. ¥ aTy KapTOuKy AMBEpCAHTHI BUAeau. Bece Ha
Hell OBLIO OTYETJMBO BHUAHO, Aa)Ke 3aMaCKHPOBaHHAS 3€HUTHAdA
Oarapes, a Balneil 3eMJTHKH — He ObLimo. JJuBepCAaHT Ha Hee CJIy-
yallHO HATKHyJICA U DellnJ pasBejaTh. Bor u mojses. A BTOpoit
pa3 3abexxas B Hee co cTpaxy. [la u geTnca eMy OBLIO B TOT
MOMeHT Hekyja. Hajesisca Ha KaKoe-TO BpeMs YKPBITBCS B Heif,
a IIOTOM BOCIHOJb30BAaThCA MOA3EMHBIM XoAoM. OH KaK-TO CBOUM
YMOM JOIep, UTO IIPO 3eMJSHKY COJAATHl HHU4Yero He sHaiorT. Cam
BO BCEM 3TOM Ha XoIpoce mpusHatcd. Tak 4ToO 3eMIAHKA COCIY-
JKusa cny:x6y. Bol ee Geperute. 3a aBepu IleTerRy Hango 6bI, Ko-
He4HO, oTxXJecTatb. Ho Temeps y:xk mosgHo. M emme yaMBISIOCH
f BaM: Irje TaK BBl cOO0OpasuTeJbHbIe, a TYT.. KaK BBl He Aora-
JaJHuCh CIJECTH U3 IPYThEB ABEePh U IIOJOKUTEL ee HaJ JIECeHKOH
FOPU30HTAJBHO, & CBEPXY K NPYThAM NPHBA3ATH IIJIACTHHY MILUC-
Toro AepHa? Ecam 6bI Bce cuenanu TakK, HU OJHA KUBas JylIa
He O0HapyRMJIa OBl 3€MIAHKH.

— A Begb M BepHO... — TUXOHBKO nporoeopus CeHBKa. A y
ITeTbku HcnopTusock HacTpoeHue. 1 B camMoM fejie, KaK OHM He
LOAYMAaJIUCh A0 TAKOU mpocToii Bemu? I9X, cTpouTesu!

Konpka cHoBa mocypoBes, NO-MYMKCKH IIOXKAal pebATaM py-
KH U, Terephb yiKe He OTVISAALIBASICh, INUPOKHUMH IIaraMH JBUHYJICA
¢ xXoJMa K paiieHTpy. ¥ IleTbKu 3aHBIJIO B rpyau M TaKk eMy
CTaJI0 TOCKJHBO M OJHHOKO, YTO IIPHULIOCH 3aKYCHUTH APOKAIIye
ry0bl, YTOGKI HE 3apeBeTh.
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Iloutu BCIO J0OpPOTY IO HEPEBHM APY3bdA LLIM Moada. Ilpume-
yaJi Ha BCAKUi cJyuall SArogHble IPUTOPKH, HO 3HAJH, 4YTO Te-
fepp 3a ArojaMu UM, IOMKaJjyii, He BBIpBaThCA. IlpHcMaTpuBaIn
3apocau MaTeporo OpspHuKa, Goratoro Kopbem. O6io6GoBanu u
Cpes3ajy CO CTaphIX eJIOK JBa AJUHHBLIX CY4Ka, U3 KOTOPBIX IIPEXK-
Jie OHU cjesanu Gbl cebe OTIMYHBIE JYKH, TENEPh JKe CYUYKU Gpaau
Ha o0pyuH K KOp3WHaM M maikam.

CenbKka IIOAyMaJi, 4YTO HaXO0 063aTeNIBHO CILIECTH KOP3HHKY
ana Jlupkru, u cpesaJs elle OAWH AJUHHBIN M rubkuit cydox. Ho
BCAyXx o0 TOM He CKasaJi, TOJbKO YJIBIOHYJICS.

A Tlerpka HHYEro He 3aMETHJ, IIOTOMY 4YTO OBIJ JOBOJIEH
coboit. OH BBINOJHUJ OJUH W3 HAKA30B Jela M Telmepb AyMaJ,
YTO O HUX HAJ0 NOMHUTH KaMXJABIH JeHb M IIOCTOAHHO HeJaTs
4TO-HUOY/ b TIOJIE3HOE IJIA JOoMa M AJiA BCeil JIePeBHU.

OGouM He XOTeJoCh ceiyac TOBOPHTH O IJIABHOM — CBOeH
kjagTRe. OHM NOHHMMAJHM, YTO OT STOrO pPas3roBopa UM He YHTH
H Hafo OOGBACHHUTHCA HAYUCTOTY, YTOOHI JKUTH JAajiblile M pabo-
TaTk CO CHOKOMHOU Aymroit. Ho HaunHATE 00 aTOM OBLLJIO TSKeJO,
XOTeJIOCh Bce IIpeskje ob6aymarb. M oM ToaKOBaJgu 00 yIuIH-
max, obpyyax M KOp3MHAX, a IO rjaasaM Apyr Apyra BUILEJH,
4YTO caMoe IJIaBHOE M TPYAHOe BIepeau.

OHN BOIIJIHM B JEPEBHIO IO-MYXKCKHM CONHUAHO, N KaMIBIN
HanpaBWJICS K cBoeMy pomy. Jlaske He [JOroBOpUJINCE, KOTJa
BCTPETATCA BHOBb — JIYyMAaJIi O 3aBTpallHeit paboTe.

Ho me ycmen IleTeka oTobenaTth, KaKk B ToM ero Bjeten CeHb-
ka. JIunmo ero cusso, ¥ B pyKe OH YTO-TO CKHMAJI.

— Idoemis m BHIEAM HAa MUHYTKY, — CKazaa oH IleTnke. —
S Ha KppLablie TOLOKIY.

Ilereka ObicTpee 3apaboraj JOXKKOH. MaTh HEOZOGPUTEILHO
IIAHYJIa Ha HEro.

— BpoceTe BB CBOE 030pPCTBO ,t[a cekpeTnl. Bpl e Tenepp —
MYJKUKH B OMe, — ¢ YIPEKOM CKasaja OHAa.

— Ilorumaem, — xmypo orBetua Ilerska. — Mul ¢ KoubKoit
000 BceM JOTOBOPUIHCH, 3a Hero Oyxy paboraTs.

Ciieapl moTekgu 1o Juny wmatepu. IleThbka B3TOXHYJ, OTJIO-
JKHJI JIOMKKY U BBILIEJ U3 HU30BI.

CeHbRa cujesn Ha cBoeMm Kpolablie. Ilo ero ryBam Opoauia
cuacTaIuBaA yJAbIOKA.

Yero y Te6sa? — cupocus IleTbka.

— IInceMo oT OTI|a, — CJIOBHO IIO CeKpeTy Iporoopun CeHb
xa. — Hapaii mouuraw. TonbKo He Bce MOAPAL, a JBa OTPLIBOY-
Ka, Ir7le 0 rJIaBHOM...
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Ilerpra ycesnca CTYHEHBKON HuMKe Apyra, IPUTCOTOBUJICH CIY-
[AaTh.

— Bor,— Hauan CeHbKa TOpKecTBeHHO. — «M3BUHHU, UYTL
Zoaro He nucaj. Ho T J0o/KeH NOHHMAaTh, 4YTO OLIBAIOT Ha
BOilHe TaKHe 3aJaHUA U YXONAT JIOAM B TaKUe MecTa, rje HeT
U IOJIEBOM IOUYTHI».

— 3zopoBo! A? — BexkpukHyn Cenbka. — OH, HaBepHOe, pas
BeIUYUK!

— Huuero yausureasHoro, — corJacuica IleTska.

— Cnayurait gaxasmre. Bropoit orpeiBouek. «He yausagiica u
He Gecrnoxoiicd, ecay ONATH MHUceM OT MeHA He OyAeT JOJTCOHBKO».
SHauuUT, ONATH JUHUIO (poHTa Hepeiizer. OX H OmMacHO Ke 3TO,
Hapepuo! U Bor emie. «TovlI Teneps BeIpoc GoJbinoit, Cuabl mpuba-
Bujgock. Kusems 6e3 poguresneii. Ho g Hajgelochb, 4YTo Thl He OMO-
30pHLIB CBOEro OTIla, oduIlepa U OpAEHOHOCIA. YYUCh, B CBOGOJ-
Hoe BpeMsi pafoTaii B KoJuxose, Oepern Gabymkys». Bor u Bce
rnapHoe. Ilouan?

— OH y Tebd, BUANMO, BOIOET UTO HAL0, — CKa3aJ cO B3J0-
xom IleTbka, AymMad o cBoeM paHeHoMm oTie. — Odunep. Opaeno-
Hovtel. IToagpoOHEee-TO He MUMIET, 32 UTO HATPAIUIN?

— Her. i

— ianp. Hurepecuo 6n1 ysHath. Moil 6aTda Tak npAMoO H3
PAOBBIX B MHBAJHABI HIOTAJ.

— Ilyns me pasbupaer, — ckaszaa CeHpKa, yTemlas Jpyra. —
Tar y#x cayuusochb. C KamJaAbIM Morjgo.. M HuUyero Tyr He cle-
Jaems. :

— ITO KOHEYHO. A 4YTO THl OTILY OTBETHIIL?

— Hanumy, 4yTo MBI caMu, ellle A0 €ro NUChbMa, PEITUIH
KUTH TaK, KaK OH COBETYeT.

IleTska nopudancs.

— Tsl kyna ceituac? — cnpocun CeHbKa.

— Opauxka sanparaTe. IloaBesy K capadM napy BO30OB ceHa-—-
u TO Aeno. HazaBTpa MeHbIIe OCTaHETCH.

IleTska He cmema momren mo AepeBHe. I'oJIoBa M myedn ObLIU
Yy Hero yYHBIJIO ONYLIEHBI, OH YYBCTBOBaJ, 4TOo 3aBuayer CeHb-
KHHOMY OTHY u camomy CeHBKe, HO 3HaJ, HUYETO TYT He IIONPA-
BHIIIb, HAJ0 MPOCTO paboTaTsh.

CenbKa AOTHAJ ero yske 6Ges mucsma. OpiuUKa OHHU 3amnparaju
BABoeM, U CeHbKa NO3HAJ KydepCKue NPeMyAPOCTH.

BaBoeM oHHM npuBessu TPH BO3a CEHA.

— 3aBTpa HOiAYy K TBOEMY JeAy U IOIPOHIY, YTOOHI OH OT-
JaJl MHe CBOIO Jouiagb. OH e BCce paBHO HEe €3JUT, — CKasaJl
Cenbka. — Bor u 6ymeM copeBHOBaThCA. MIHTepecHee BeAb?

— KoHeuno, — cornacunca Ileteka. — Boapite caemaem. A
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ceffuac mounu Kynatbcs. A TO ceHO 3a py6axy HaGUIOCH I KO-
nerca. OpauKka Ha JYFOBHHY HMYCTHM... -

CeHpKa, IOMEJJANUB, CIIPOCHJ:

— A THI OueHB ycTaa?

— [Ha nHe Tax 4TOOHL...

— Torga JaBait ¢cHe3JUM 'B BHITOPOJAKY, Hapy6HM [ApDOB, OT-
JAgAUM TaM Bce 3a0JHO U 3€eMJAAHKY TOKe. Belb MBI cerogHd
obxoza me gesasu, — 3aropopus CeHbKa.

— JHagaii, — corsacuuca IleTnka.

OHu BBExXanu Ha ONMYHIKY, ocaabunau y OpJuKa depeccemesb-
HUK U IYCTUJN KOHS Ha CBEXYI0 TpaBy. Bsaauce 3a TOIOpEHL.
Tenepr MOKHO OBLTO BHIPYOATH U3 4allob AepeBbA U MOKpPYIIHEe.
IlogBoga — He Tayka, Ha Hee MOJKHO IIOTPY3UTH OOJIbIIE JPOB.
Ho ckopo apyasda mouanu, 4To HapyOUTH TaKoOl BO3 — JEJO He-
Jerkoe ¥ HeOGBICTpPOEe. A THOTOM OKAasaJoch, YTO OHU He B3AJIH
BEpPEeBKH U BO3 He4YeM YBA3aTh.

— Bmnepen Hayka, — ciokoiiHO oTHeccsa K 3ToMy CeHbKa.

— 9TO THI 3aTOPONMJ MEHH, — PasfapaskeHHOo ckazan IleThbka.

— He ncuxyit. [leno nonpasumoe, — Beceso, oTos3Baica CeHb-
Ka, CKPHIBASCh B KyCTax TI'HOKOTrO MBHSKA. Bcr!ope OH BLIBOJIOK
OTTyJa C JecATOK JJIHHHBIX TOJCTHIX IpPYTheB. I{pyspa cujenau
IPYThA B KPYTHI H yBA3aJu WMMH Bo3. Opuuk, yauBiaas pebar,
JIETKO TIOTAIIUJ TPYKEHYIO TeJery...

— T'me cBanusate 6ygemM? — xMypo cnpocun Ilerbka, Korga
OHHM BBHEXaJH B JepPeBHI0O. — ¥ HAC HU MOJIeHa HeT Ha 3UMYy, Ha
Koasky HaJesAauCh...

— MosKHO CBaJUTE U Y Bac, — 3ayM4YHUBO oTBeTny CeHbKa.,—
Ho ce6e MbI B 11060ii JeHb IpuBeseM. A fAaBaii-Ka Jydmie cle-
naem Tak. CBaiuM 5TOT Bo3 y Joma TBoeil TeTku dyHu, momo-
sem cembe morubruero 6Goiina. IloTroMm npuBeseM No Bo3y BceM
crapyxaM, NOTOM — II0 Bo3dy cefe. 3aKOHUUM OJUH KPYyr — IOii-
JeM 110 BTOpoMYy... X ocenn BCio JiepeBHIO OfecneynM.

Ilerska B3goxwysn u Hanpasun Opiuka Ha Jpyroit kpait ge-
peBHH, rae xuau Tera Jymua, nex, Jlugka u euje JBe ABOIOPOA-
HbI€ CECTPEeHKH.

— Yero mouuums? — cnpocusn Cennka. — Wiu & He npas?

— Twl mipaB, — ellle pas B3JoxHyJ Ilerska. — ToOJBKO MaTyHI-
Ka y MeHd... [la u paGoThl y:& GOJBHO MHOTO Thl NPHAYMAJ BJO-
6aBok ko Bcemy. [asxe Kosnbka 3a Takoe He GpaJics.

— Hy u uyro? Bpemsa 6wlno Apyroe. A y Hac GyAyT ABe JIO-
mazgu. Jla ¥ MYyKHUKOB B JepeBHe, KpoMe Hac, OoJjbme HeT, —
moxasbeiBay CeHbKa. ‘

— He asiaro, — 6yprnya Ilerska. — f npocto Tak. f He mpo-
THB.
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OHM 1[pHBE3JHM U CBAJHIH [APOBAa, He NPEIYIPEIUB XO3AEE.
A Koria Ha KpBIJIBILO BBICHIOAJH JAEBYOHKH, a TeTKa JyHA npH-
HAJACh Gaarogaputk u obemiaTh, 4TO oHa samnmatut, CeHbKa CKa-
3aJl BasKHO:

— Bcem Bo3uTh 6yzeM. A Jexer He GepeM. KoJsxos pmomken
TPYAOJHH HAYNCJIUTH.

CeHbKa He IJAZeJ HA JEBYOHOK. Xoauia okojso OpJjauka cre-
[IEHHO, MONPaBJAJ YIPSAKb, XOTA OHa U Tak Oblja B IOpAZIKe,
U BHUJ Ha cebsa Hanmyctua pasHoaymubi#i. Ho Ilerska poragascd,
4TO NPUTBOPAETCA APYT, ha M 3aMeTHy, uro Jluaka ciegur 3a
KaxaelM CeHBKUHBIM JBMIKEHHUEM M B IJjlasaxX €e — BOCXUIIeHUe.

«OHU TOJBKO APYr O APyre U AyMaloT», — IPHUULIA B I'OJIOBY
Iletske morazka. ITokasasoch eMy, YTO B YeM-TO HPEJaET €ro
ToBapui, M crano Ilerske rpycrHo.

On cepzurto orobpas y Apyra BOM KM U HanpaBui Opiuka
K KouromHue. CeHbKa JOTHAJ IIOABOAY, HO HA TeJery He B300paj-
cA, a meJ pAgAoOM u yabifajica THXOHBKO. OCTaBUB YIOPAMXKD B
capae, IpPys3hsd NPUXBATHIAN ¢ €000 IeNb M METAJIUYECKYIO
TBIYKY, 4TO6B mpusA3aTh OpJuHKa Ha HOYHh HAa KJEBEPHOM IIOJIe.
Opiuk 6JaroJapHO BCXpalHyJ, NpPoBOMKasd HX. Buaumo, oH 1O-
HAJ, 4YTO HOBble XO3sdeBa y HEro TaKue “Ke 3a60TIUBBIE, KaK U
crapsie.

«Kopry xJe6HYI0 IJs Hero He 3a0BITh Obl», — Hofgyman Ilers-
Ka, orjagpblBasick Ha Opauka c goporu, Ho CeHbKe HHYero He
ckazay. Ycran Ilerbka, Ja M HacTpoeHUe y Hero OBLIO He-
BasKHOE.

Apysbsa HaAXOOUJIHUCh KAaK pas HA cepeiuHe NYTH MEXAY He-
peBHeli u gomukoM PyHTOBBIX. HacTynun tuxuii seuep. C kJjeBe-
pullla U PEeKU TAHYJIO POCSAHOH NpoxJjanxoii. B HU3HHKAX CKalJIU-
BaJica Genbiii Tyman. Ho He6o elme 6BIJI0 YHCTHIM U HPO3PAYHBIM,
U TOJBKO Ha 3amnajie ropeJ 3aKaT, 30JOTHCTO-KPACHBIMHU II€PbAMH
OTPa’KkasiCh B TOHKHUX CJOHCTHIX 00JaYKax.

Bcee 61710, KaK g0 BOMHBI, TOJBKO pasBe moTHUIIE CTAJO B OK-
pyre, pexe JOHOCUJIHUCH I'0JIOCa, U HUKTO He mej. M oTToro Apysba
HE YYBCTBOBaJU ce0sa TaK JIeTKO u OeclleyHo, KaK A0 BOMHEI.
OHu emie pas HOAYMaJiM, YTO JE€TJia HA UX IJIEYHM HeJerkKas 3a-
6oTa 00 B3TOM YroJike seMJii. A mjaedn 3a AeHb yCTAJIU.

— ¥ dyHTa MBI IBa AHA He OBIAH, — BenoMuua CeHbKa, —
Moorer, cxogum?

— Jla OH e MAAaBHO 3A0poB. U 6GOJAYKHM CKOJYNOHYJ, HA-
BEpHOE...

— Bce paBuo, — yupamuics CeHbka, — BeIb HeJ0aro!

Ho gomux o6xoguyuKa oKasajcs HAa 3aMKe, a K JABepaM Oblia
MPUKOJIOTa 3aMHCKa, U3 KOTOPOil [ApyshbA ysHamH, d4To AJexa
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ylieJ 3a IIeCTb KHJIOMETPOB C OTLOM MEHATh JIONHYBINUI peJbC
U BEePHETCA TOJBbKO K MOJYHOYH.

— Jna xoro 310 oH mucana? Inag Hac? — ¢ HaCMELIKOii cipo-
cun Ilerska. — Hy u s3aGoTaupsiil...

— 3HauuT, HajAesJCcA, 4TO MbI npuaeMm. OZHOMY-TO He CJaj-
Ko, — ckasaJjg CeHBKa.

— Ma Beanr u y Hero BoH Kakas pabGora! — Bospasuna Ilersb-
Ka. — He ckyuHeii Haleii.

— W Bce paBHO OJHOMY MJOXO, ~— ckKasan CeHbKa, a uepe3
MHUHYTY € YAOBOJBCTBUEM IIPOU3HEC:

— FKaxercsa, cerogHs MBI cIegaJM BCe, UTO OBIJIO HAIO.

ITetbka corsacHo KuBHYJ. OH OBINI JOBOJIEH €000 M YYBCT-
BOBAJ, UTO AYyIIA €ro croxoitHa. M oH moaymaJt, 4To He OBLIO ObI,
HaBepHOe, ¥ HEro TAKOro XOPOIIeT0 YYBCTBA U TAKOTO CIOKOMCT-
BUA, ecaud Obl CBAJWUJ OH JAPOBA B CBOEM 3ayJIKeé U OTKA3aJCs
uaTH K Anexe.

30

B nepeBHI0O mpuexas TPaKTOp W HpUTAIOUI ¢ coboif rpomMosi-
KYI0 MOJIOTUJIKY Ha KoJjiecaxXx. Ilo sTomy ciyuaio oGBHABUIH aB-
paJj, I03BaJu Ha NOAMOTY Jaxke ®OYHTOBBIX. M1 paboTsl XBaTHUIIO
BceM. Ha mnpaBax Bosuukop Iletbka u CeHbKa e3auu Ha IoJie
U rpy3UJIM CHOINBI U3 CYCJIOHOB Ha CBoU MOJKHA. IIpuxoguiocs mo-
TOHATH JIOWIaJeH, IOTOMY YTO MOJOTHJIKY NPHUCJIANH BCEero Ha
OOUH JleHb, €€ YiKe JKIAaJHU B APYroM ceJie.

CHonmel Ha BO3HI mozaBaja Jluzka. W 5To HpaBuJOCh pebs-
TaM: BCe JKe CBOH UeJoBeK, a He BOPYJIMBAS HepasBOPOTIMUBAsH
crapyxa. OHU ¥ moMoraJju eif, copesHyfacek. M cnpaBeanuBo CUHU-
TaJu, 4TO paGoTa UM BBIIAJa B JeHb MOJIOTHOBI caMas JerKasd:
MMOKUJaelllb MUHYT IATH CHONBI HA BO3, a IIOTOM JSMeIllb HAa HUX
U efemb Kak Oapun. [pyruM HOPpUXOAHJIOCH TpYZAHEe: IPOMKOp-
JuBaA MOJIOTHJIKA IIOIJIOIIAJIa CHONBI C HEBEePOATHOI GBICTPOTOM
U TpebOBATEJIBbHO peBesia CBOMM IYCTHBIM HYTPOM, TpeGysA HOBEIX.
HeHIUHE enBa ycmeBaJu NoAGpachIBATHL CHONBI IleTHBKUHOMY
deny. Tor xopoTKuUM B3MaxOoM HOMKA paspes3’aj UX COJOMEHHBIE
MOACKU U OTIPABJSAJ CHONLI B IPOXOUYIIHHM 3€B MOJOTUIKU. Ue-
pe3 KamAblii yac ero cMmeHsan PyHTOB, U Aef CHUAE]I B CTOPOHKE,
yTupad nor. PagomM ¢ oraymuTeNbHO TIpeMAIIMMH TPaKTOPOM U
MOJIOTHJIKOI pasroBapuBaTh OBIJIO HeBO3MOXHOo. Ho maroau u 6es
CJIOB NMOHUMAJU APYr Apyra. A HOXMJIOH YyMasblil TPaKTOPHCT,
CHABIINII MPAMO Ha 3€MJe, MCHOBEHHO BCKAKUBAJ, JHUIIL TOJBKO
3aMOJKAJU MAIIWHEBI, ¥ IPUHUMAJCA UX HaJaKHBATD.

Pebaram oueHb XOTeJOCH BHUMATEJNBHO PpAasraajerb TPaKTOp

144



¥ MOJIOTHJKY, IIOTPOraTh JeTaju, HO Obijo Herorga. OHHU caesnau
C MOABOJ JIHINL IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK IIPUBE3JM C IIOJSA IIOCJedHIEe
CHONEI M yMmopuBliylocsa JImary ¢ nolapanaHHBIMH O CTEpPHIO
HoraMu. MoJIOTHJIKA B OAWH MOMEHT IIOIJIOTHJIA UM DTU CHOTIHI,
o0MIKeHHO 3acTyualia Ha XoJocToM xonxy. Tpaktopucer ceifuac ke
NIPOCHYJICS, CHAJ TPUBOJAHOM DeMeHb, MOAUENHJ MOJOTHUJIKY Ha
OYKCHD M IIOBOJIOK €€ Ha TPaKTope KyAa-TO 3a PEKY, B CTOPOHY
3aTyXaloliero 3akaTta. A Ha TOM MecCTe, TJe TOJBKO UTO KHIeJa
paGora, ocramucek GechOpMEHHBIH OMET COJOMBI H OO0BEeMHCTAA
Kyuya 3epHa. ‘

Hamonouennoe sepHO ocrajcs CTOPOXKHUTH fAej. Bce ocrans-
Hbl¢ BCKapalOxaauch, Ha [OABOABLI, U peGATA IOBE3NM HAPOJ B
JEepPEeBHIO.

Iletska orBes Opauka HA KJEBEePHOe IIoJile M Ha 0OOpPaTHOM
NyTH II0OYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO O4YeHb ycTajl. OH CKOpPO yJIercsa CIaTh.
A Cenpka creumm;g B 3TO BpeMA K OBHHY. DBLIO yXKe TeMHOBATO,
Y HHUKTO He BHeJ], KaK OH TpPIJaXKMBal K Beajke Kojeco. OH
3HaJ, 4YTO He 3aBTPa TaK IIOCJe3aBTpa BeAJKa JOJKHa pabo-
TaTh.

A moyrpy pebar pasbyauan paHO, KaKk MYKHKOB, Ge3 KOTO-
PHIX JEpEeBHA He MOrJa yike o6oiitTich. QMM 3anpsarau Jouiagei
W EBOBUJHM MeEIUIKKM C 3epHOM II0J OBHH U K CrKiajgaM. Bedanky
KDYTUJIM KEHIINHBI,

C MemKaMH JpPy2baM OBLIO HEBOOGPA3UMO TAMKEIO, Ka3aJ0Ch,
TPeWlaT CIHHBI, BHITATUBAIOTCS JKUJBI B PyKax, Iepej rjasaMu
NJaBaJu OrHeHHble Kpyru. Ho mokopsaincs MeIIKH, U TI'OPAOCTH
oxBaThIBasia pebaT OT Tarkoil paGorsl.

A vepes HeCKOJNBKO LHel BMecTe € JeOM OHH HATPY3HIH
TIOABOABI MEHIKAMM C YMNCTHIM 3€PHOM M IIOeXajJMd CHauvajga 3a
PeKy, B TO ceJio, KyZa XOJIMJU DPAHBIIE B IIKOAY. 3AECh Y CEeJb-
COBETa B I'PHUBHI JIomajel BIJeJaHn KpacHble JeHThl. K IlerbKuHOI
TeJjiere MPUKPENman (GaHepHBI IIUT Ha ABYX BBICOKHX ITaJIKaX.
A 1o muty — Tpu anmx cuaosa: «Ilepsrrit xme6 — Poxumne!»

OHu examu joiaro. Bcio ABaglaTHKUIOMETPOBYIO JOPOTY AO
caMoOro paflleHTpa BOJHEHHE He MOKHIAJO pebsar.

Onu emje ¢ nojgyYaca HETASAH IO ULIMBHBIM OYJIBIKHEIM YJIH-
HaM BROJb OECKOHEUHBIX DANOB [OMOB, IIOKA HE IIOABEXAJIH X
IJIUHHOMY CepOMYy CKJaxy. YKe Beuepemo. WM BCTpeTHAHN 37eCh
rocre#t 6e3 ocoforo Top:kectBa. Beseau cTaBUTH NMOABOJALI HA IIU-
POKYIO ILJOIIAJKY BECOB, IIOTOM TIOBEIH K JKeJo0y, yXoIAIeMy
CKBO3b CTeHY Kyzaa-ro BHU3. Kpaii xemobGa mnpumrencd rKak pas
BPOBEHbL C KpaeM TeJIeTrH, HA/J0 OBLIO TOJHbKO PA3BA3LIBATL MELI-
KM, DOHATH WX YCTHEM B KeJO0O, M 3€PHO caMO TEKJO Io IJaji-
KMM JAOCKaM B 3aKpoMa. YNOPaBUJHCh B CYMTAHHBIE MHHYTHI.
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O6paTHas popora 3amOMHHJIACh XyKe. Exaaul BCIO HOYB, H
pebaTa oTKpoBeHHO cuanu. Hden pasOyausn ux yxe Iepej caMoi
JepeBHeil U BeJiesl NHOCJe BaBTPaKa 3anpsdyb B TeJEry OJHOTO
Opianka, a CeHbpKe HarasajJ IPHUBECTH CBOI0 JOLIaAs K €apalo,
rje XpaHUJach yupskb. PebGATa He CTaaM pacclpallinBaTh, 3a-
yem Bce 3T0. Houwp BEIZanack ocoGenHo TemHad. J[omoii 1puxo-
Junock JobupaThcs 4YyTh JuM He Ha omyns. Cmacubo geny, uro
B3AJI OH Jouiajeif ¥ caM TOBeJ HAa KOHIOIIHIO...

A yTpoM Jen ysKe HMOMXKHUAAJ UX V capas. Pagom ¢ HuM Ha
TpaBe JexaJu AepeBAHHBIe OOPOHBI, a Ha TPYyAM y Oefa Kpaco-
BAJIOCH UTHPOKOe GepecTsaHoe JIYKOIIKO.

— Bynem poxs ceAThb, — KOPOTKO CKa3aJ Jel U IIOJOMXKII
0OpOHEI Ha TeJsery.

— K napam npasutb? — gorajganca Ilerbka.

Hano eme cemena saxBaTuTh. HUKTO, KpoMe Hac, UX He
cBeser.

Cemena morpysunu y kjaagonoii. B IleTbka moses mx K TOMY
noaw, Koropoe maxan Hosnska B TOoT HeAol6poit maMATH XeHb,
Korja JieTaJ HaJ, JiepeBHell NMepBBIM BpaKecKuil camoner. I BOT
Bce Tpoe y kpas mojsa. Jlex npunenun K yupssku CeHbKHHOM
Joiiaayu mapy OOpPOH M caM ITpOLIeJ IIepBBIii 3aroH BAOJL IIOJA.
Pebara 3uamu, 4TO 1ap K CEBY HAJO IIOATOTOBUTH, YTOGBI POB-
HOH M DBIXJIOH CcTajla 3eMJId M He OCTABaJIOCh HA HeH KPYIIHBIX
sacoxmnx KoMbeB. CeHpKa CKOPO IPHHAJCS OOPOHHUTH ITAIIHIO
CaMOCTOSATEJBHO.

Ilerera ¢ gefAoM pas3Bes3sM MEINIKHM BAOAL Mexu. Jlex cHosa
npujaagun K IPyAU JYKOIIKO, HACHINAJ B HEr'0 3€pHA M BbIIIEJN
K KPOMKe IIOJf, BRIIPAMUJICA W BBICOKO IOJHAJ IOJIOBY. 3aXBa-
THB TOPCTH 3€PHA, OH JaJIeKO OTBeJ PYKY B cTropony. Ilocroan
TaKk MTHOBEHHWE U B3MaXHYJ PYKOH — 3epPHO OpBISHYJIO U3 €ro
NafoHU, YAapAAchk O JYKOIIKO C CYXHM TPECKOM M pasJyeTadch
BeepoM. Ilerpka mopmlesan, IJASHYJI IOI HOTH Jely — ceMeHa
Jerau Mo Kpawo IoJas YAUBUTENbHO paBHoMepHOo. Hurge me 6nio
IYCTOrO NATAYKA U HE JIeKAJO0 PAIOM XOTA OBl ABA 3€PHEIIIKA.
Hen mo-»xypaBiavHOMY IMIATHYJI BIEped M CHOBA B3MaXHYJ PYKOII.
W onare Opeismynau sepua. IlerpKa 3a4apoBaHHO CHESHJ 3a ced-
TeyeM, 3a0biB, YTO U €My HAJAO0 IeJO0 MeaaTh, a He CTOATH CTOJ-
6oM. A gen yXoAms BCe Jajblle, ropfo OTKHUHYB rojosy. OH
maraJj Kak Ha mapajge. CemAaH eMy XBaTHJIO M HA OOpPATHHIM IIYTH
OT JaJIbHOH MEXMU.

Ilerska momupmanca ero. ded yeTano ONYCTHJ IYyCTOE JYKOMI-
KO Ha 3eMJII0 ¥ CKa3aJ JIACKOBO:

— A 7Tb1, BHy4YeK, 3abopaHuBaii cemena. IX Hazgo cpasy 3e-
MeJBKOH IIpUKpHIThH. Hedero um coxHyrs. Jla M ITHUIBI $KHUBO Ha-
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JeTAT... A 3a00poHUINE ceMeHa celiyac — yepes HEAENIO U O3UMbB
uporJIoHeTcsa. B xopoiunii CpoK ceem.

Jen HamomHWJ JYKOIIKO M CHOBA 3aimaraj Io IoJo, Maxas
PYKOI yAUBHUTEJNBHO PUTMHYHO, KaK 3aBejeHHas MamruHa. llers-
Ka momena ¢ OpJukom OOPOHUTE.

— OHu Bce pPaBHO HaBEpPXY, — HEAOYMEHHO CKaszajl OH Zeny,
TOKAa3BIBasg Ha 3epHa, Korja Hpoines ¢ 6OpoHAMH BAOJEL IIOJS
u o0paTHO. »

— A cKopo — xopoiio He OpiBaer. ThI MTpoGOpPoOHU BO BTOPOIt
ciaex Aa U B TpeTuii, — orBetun Aenx. W Ilereka momen za 6opo-
HOH o CTapoMy MeECTy M XOAUJ A0 TeX IIop, NoKa He 0CTaJJoCh
HaJ malrHeil HU €UHOr0 3epPHBIIIKA.

ITone ouu sacessu u sabopouunm K obeny. Ilorpysunm Ha
TeJiery GOPOHBI M IYyCTHIE MEIIKH., XOTEJ0CH ecThb. VI pebGsara BoOII-
pocCUTEeNBPHO IIOIJIAABIBAJU Ha Hefa, *KJAaJM, KorZa OH paciropd-
OUTCA eXaThb B gepeBHio. Ho fmen He cmemuns. OH ¢ TPYAOM BCKa-
pabkajyicd Ha TeJleTy ¥ Jier Ha MeEINKM. BBITAHYJICS, CJIOKUJ Ha
rpyAu pyKu, 3aTux. PebATa HEeJOYMEHHO IeperJsaiblBajiich, He
pelIasick ITOTPEBOKUTH €ro.

— BHyuYeHBKH, — ¢JabbIM TOJIOCOM II03BaJ Jel, U OHU IOJ-
CKOYMJIH K TeJjere,

— Tlosicuuny y meHa nomurt. Ilosexy MUHYT HATOK, a TaM
u noexem. Iloryasiite maisocTs. CBATOe Oesio MBI cAejajiu, —
TIPEPEIBUCTO I'OBOPMUJI OH.

Pebsara, TpeBoKHO mMeperIaHYBIINCEH, OTOLLIH.

— V¥cran crapeiii, — THxo ckaszag CeHbka. — JIYyKOImIKO-TO ¢
3€pHOM TSKEJEHHOE,

— Koueuno, — cormacunca Ilerbka. — TyT He BCAKMII BHI-
IEePIKUT.

OHN TUXOHBKO OpesM B KyCTax, AyMas, 4YTO M BIPAMB CcHe-
JIaJi CBATOE JeJI0 — IMOCeANM POoKb. VM BBIpacTeT Ha ITOM IIOJIE
XJ1e® AJig AEepPeBHU, AJIA apPMUM, AJiS CTPAHBIL...

— JaBait Kk Anexe 3a0eXuUM, TYT Belb pPAZOM, — IIPEJJIO-
skua CenbKa.

Anexy sacraau goma. Ho oH TOpOIMJICS, CyMKa ¢ HHCTPYMEH-
TaMH y:Ke OblJa HajJeTa depes IIJIeUoO.

— Bara asa o6xoga Ha ceGsS B3AJ BMECTO OJHOTO, — KOPOT-
KO pacckKasbliBaj OH. — He XxBaTaer Jiofeil Ha XeJyile3HOU xopore.
Bor oH u pemun 3a aBoux.. MHe, KOHEUYHO, TOXe KOe-UTO AOBe-
pAerT...

Anexa U B caMOM Jejie¢ yiKe CKOJYIHYJ C JHI[a YepHble 6O-
JIAYKH, ¥ Ha UX MeCTe OCTAJIICH JIUIIL PO30BAThle NMATHBIIIKHI.

— VK uU3BUHHTE, UTO B AOM He mpuriyaiunalo. Ilopa mHe um-
TH, — cKa3aJ Ajaexa. 1 onu paccraiuck.
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HApysbsa BRILLIM K Ioao. e ykKe cHen HA TeJere, HO CIIHHA
ero 6bLIa TIIOHYPO CropOJeHa, I'VIasa CMesXKeHbI. ‘

— ITomper ckopo nen, — co Bagoxom ckaszay Ilernrxa. — Cia-
6eeT OH.

— Toaer y Hero, — nmonumamwunie OTKJHKHyJca CeHbKa, —
A cxoabko o" mopaboran! CKOJMBKO y Hero u ceiivac zabor! Tyt
HM3JI0MAaeIIbCH.

Pebara mevasbHO UM BAOJL KPOMKHU IIOJA, He oOpalllasd HU-
KaKOr0 BHUMaHHUA Ha KpacoTy AaBIYCTOBCKOrO Jeca, Ha IiepBoe
NIPOXJIAAHOE IhIXaHWe MOJCTYIAaMlleil OCeHH, HA COJHIE, KOTO-
poe raafeso Tak, CJIOBHO M3BHHAJOChH, YTO OHO yiKe He B cHJax
CBETHUTH II0-HIOJBCKU JKAPKO.

Bapyr Cenbka pesko OCTAHOBHUJICA H CXBATHUJ ApPYyra 3a DPYKY.

— OcraHOBMMCS Ha MHUHYTKY, — 3aTOBOPHUJ OH HETPOMKO,
HO BO30yK/JeHHO, — § IIpo KJIATBY X04y...

T'naza y Cenbku Tar u ropeJu.

— Jla Hy ee,— ormaxuyicsa Ilerbra. — 3abyaem mnpo JerT-
¢Kue ¢aHTasun. BOH CKOJBKO paboThl. A KTO ee 0e3 Hac Iepe-
Jesaet?

— Ja u a 06 sToM Ke, — ropadyo szamenrtan Cennka. — a-
Bali cefiuac uCIpPaBUM Ty KJIATBY. IloKJsgHeMcd Tak KHUTh, Kak
BOT B OTH NOCJIEIHUE AHU KUjau. Bce genath AJS JepeBHU... IJIA
ITo6enw1. 30 Bcex cua!

— Jla MBI Bpofe u Ge3 KAATBHL 3TO AejiaeM. 3aueM CJIOBA-TO
BIYCTYI TOBODUTH? — He OYEHb HAaCTOMUYMBO Bospaskas IleThbKa.

— Ha Her! — HacrauBag CeHbka.— Be3 KJIATBBI KaK-TO H
He IIO¥Mellib, YTO IJIABHOE, a 4YTO Her... M mocaabieHue Ges Hee
MOJYKHO cebe marh. A ¢ Heil KaK-TO TBepXKe...

~— 9T0 TBI BEPHO CKaszaJ,— nporopopuya Ilernka mocjye Ko-
porroro pazaymba. — f corsmacen. Hago 651 eme u dPyHTa K 3TO-
My JeNny NpuBJjedb, a?

— Cpenmaem u 3t0o. A Tenepb — KisTHeMcs! — HEIpOMKO, HO
or Bceil aymu Bckpuruysa CenpKa.

— Kaauemca! — tuxo mporosopun Ilerbka. VI oHH KpemKo
NOKAJNHU APYT APYry PYyKH.



